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CHAFfER I 

UlBJBKY OiaTliH 

7T wiOl, Mihs Eva, I ’apoBQ youi 
, iill COMIC home to aivlo thuiG^s^as 
10 dllri^s ha\<‘ doDo Xt am t no won¬ 
der, L s( s, ,uj you Bits moping by thoe 
uinrlei, looking double }our o^b, anil 
vou only twenty, as lias no ^lit lo 
Idbk f'Jit^, wliabijvor \oa may s<i}, 
1ihnn,,li 1 look niy dying aJfredL-davjd 
ou JCB blLssed4buth " 

Tills slu>Ltly iTicuhotciit and do* 
cididlv pi's^iiiimlii bpeeth moan¬ 
ed, ndhi 1 tbiin spoken, by a lean- 
bodied, haid-fared, staring-eyed 
Wdiii.iii >0 A ])ielty gill, who did not 
look III the sps ikor And small won- 
iK I Mis Miiiy -mappiopi late name 
\N IS unritLiuiivc to tlie o>i fibo 
^Wiis logdlai, fttcy ikiiinod, giey oyrsi, 
grei hilled, luid had tbiu, diooping 
lips almost IS gi<>j ns Clu lest of nei 
In li(*i likuk btult goivn--sli** iii^nn- 
abl> woii' tbc most fuiiuiinl ilrcssea-- 
with nuuasy Lauds folded under a 
coarse fpron, bhe stood befoie Eva 
SlLode, uttciing lamentations wuieby 
^of Jsromiali ul Lib wotsi Unt suen 
duiupishnesb w is eb.iractonstiio of the 
woman i^Lt delighted in looking on 
the black side of tbings, and the liluoker 
they were, the more she roliBhed tlieni 
Out of wiong-doiog, and gnef and 
tJnnge awry, Bhe e&ti acted a queei 
sort of ploasurei and fejt never bo 
lappy as when the worst came to the 
iwoiBt It beamed unfit that snub a 
^walking pageant of wOe bhuuld be 
/allod Many 

Kva, alteady depressed by the 
voice and sontunent of this lament¬ 
able dam^ OQuhnued to look at the 
gandy hollvhoohs, awn yvlule she 
asweredealzaly, **1 expect my father 


Is the aame ae he was when ho went 
to ^nth Afnoa five yeats ago £ 
don’t hope to find him an angel I 
am certain he hae not obangM*' 

“ If you’re thinking of bbtek anmls,' 
said the lively Merry, '*>ou oao nave 
BatisfootioDB from thinking him Bocl- 
rebub, for him bo are " 

Don't call my father names It 
dooB no good, Mrs Merryi" 

“ Beg paidon, luibs, but it do relievu 
the heart and tcmpci And 1 yvill 
call bun a leper, if tnat'b a name, ace- 
iiig as he’ll nevui chan{,e his spots, 
however persnailed ” 

“ What’s the time ? ” 

Mrs Meriy peeied into the dial 
of A clock on the luuutelpioui “ You 
might I ill it bix, MibS Eva, and a 
lovely evening it ih, though i.un m ly 
spile It iinevpocteil Youi lu ’iil] bf> 
jtuted at the tabic m the nL\l loom 
ft eight, let ub hope, if nothing do 
happen to him, and f do pray on iny 
bonded knees, Miss Eva, ss uc won't 
groiM at the meal, hie habit allays 
when lOUr poor dear ma—Loi liidv- 
ship was alive Ah well," Bud Mrb 
Metr\ with emphasis, '* the’’, an angel 
nou, and your pa ain’t likely lo, 
Uoijble hei again ” 

*'Why don’t vou think uiy fatlicr 
may come home? I meui, why do 
yon fanny ajiytluag may happen to 
hun^^” 

" Oh, I Ain't got no cause, but what 
you might call the snoertaiiities of 
this vale of tearck Miss Evai He have 
to drive ten nule here from the West- 
haven etalioa, and there's tramps 
about tbein lonely roads Oomuig 
fiom Bduth A&lca,YOiu pa 'ull natur- 
bavediefDiUMids to tenmt the poor ” 
*' I don’t know what fie has got,” 
said Bva xather pattisldy And no 
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on^. save and me, know he is 
lefutnmg nom \fnoa " » 

*' No tme, Mias £vfi 7 " quealaozied 
the woman eignifiotvntl^ 

Misb Bfciode coloured “ I told Mr 
nih" , 

“And he told his pa, and hie 
who^have a long tongue, told all the 
village, 1 don't doubt It ever there 
was a mafl aa hddicd away bia days 
in aillinesa, ‘ cried Merry, “ it'a that 
pink and wJdto lolly-hah aa you call 
Hilla ” 

“ Till?,'’ corrected M^es Strode then 
added coloaiing “ His son doesn’t 
take after hun ' 

“ No," udniitted the othor (. idg- 
ingl}, " r will ba-y aa Mi Alien ib a 
tight lad ITia mother ga\e him hci 
blood and senbt* and looks, not that 
I B*y Lt's worthy of yon, Mus Eva ' 
“Mtj Mcity,” said Kva quietly, 
“>ou let yoiu tongue lun on too 
lieoH .ibont my £i tends ’ 

“ Not tbo la^ci ITills, it I die in 
saying it He's no Iriend of > 0010 , 
aecing he's jour pa's, and as to Mr 
Alien, X neioi had a sweetheoit as 
1 Called fiiend, when you could Ciiii 
him bomothing better ' 

Evn took no notice of thw apeeSi^ 
hut continued, “ Tlou are my old nurse, 
Mrs Meny, and 1 allow \ou to talk 
openly-" 

" For you) good, Miss Eva,” put in 
Mqj7> 

“ F<it my good, I know,” said the 
^1, "but you inual not run down 
lAUta'e father 01 miue " 

* Aa to Uii father, I aay uotlung but 
that hd's a diivelbag jeHy-hsh,” said 
Mia Moiiy, who would not be suppica* 
aed, •* but youi own pa I know, worse 
Inok, and 1 don^t thmk much of him 
aa a man. whatever I say afaont hia 
being Beelaebub, which ha is Fifty 
yoora and moie he is, ime-looking at 
that, though wiokodnMa is in his oeh- 
ing bones Not that 1 know of their 
aching,"axjDtoed M!ts Merry; "but 
if stn would make 'em smaart, aohe 
they do. Tou've baen bitppy wiUi 
me, UibS Eva, .dJar, sd spite of a 
bumbie tool «ad your poor ma's death, 


fbar and a half year back Hut yom 

g a’a oomo home to make trouble 
ataa lot loose m what J call him,* 
and if I could atop bis poming Ira 
twisting hia wicked oeolc, 1 would" 
"Mrs Mony t ” Evaioae quickly 
and dashed " Ton forgot ^^oiusclf 
" Thera,"jaaid Mia Meti}, coating 
up her eyes' “ and I fed her with my 
own tnilk ’ 

Bra, who wab loudeily attacbul 
to the angiilai, (bsiuiil, chattoiing 
woman, could not witGistaiid tins 
lolUmk "Dear Nanny," shi eaid, 
eomfoiting the woundpd heat I, " L 
know \ou mean well, but my fathci 
IV my father aftei all” 

" Worse luc k, so be is,' subbed Mi 1 
Mcity, feeling foi Hvi s biiiul 

“ I Wish to think ul hiai as kmill^ 
as I can and——” 

" ^Inncles won't uiake \uii do tint.” 
iiiteiiupted tbu wo'iiui, diopinui, hei 
ajiron horn hri eyind glaiing 
" Miso iiva, 1 knew v>ui when 1»* 
was a bad boy, both bun mil nto beuie 
neighbnuia, as you iiu^bt Siy, tliougli 
I did live in a cottage .lud hi, in . 
Mmol iJonsenut twu null tiom l< 

Ho and tliat jellj-fibh of n Hills , 
always togethei doing uuscbict, an 
settuigneighbouis by the c.ub, Uiouf 
X do say ivb you? pa, being luasleil? •' 
lod that jelly-h'ih aw.\y Ihin yo^ 
pi ran away with Lady •rancDelhan 
your xna, as is dead, and lio^ted he> 
shtuncful She come here to me, a 
an old fiiend, ior fticnd X was, thn • 
humble," sobbed Mis Mnny, weeing 
again, '^aud you were buiu. Then 
your pa takes you away and 1 nevei set 
eyes on yon and my lady till hve y c us 
ago when ha bioiq^t you here To 
settle down and make you happy' 
No 1 not he. Away he goes gallivant 
ing to South Africa whme the blaokb 
are, leaving a lady boin and bred and 
hn daughter jugt abud, meaning youi- 
aelf, to hte with a common woma£i 
like me *" 

*■ I have bean viny happy, Nanny, 
and my mother was happy also, when 
she woe ahve 

eeld Mrs* Meny bitteily 
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I » a qusor a6ti of hamiiiMB, to bethat 
l^vay ^on yoar hoeSand goed I'va 
a tnaJ niysolAn Menv, who's 
dead, and gon6» 1 hops, where you'll 
find youi pa 'Will join him But 
you J1 bui, Mis'i Kva, as yom pa will 
como, and atup your mairyinu Mr 
Allen ” 

“I think ihat''^ ■very likely,*’ eud 
Eva s>adly 

"WhAi, ‘ bojd Mis Msiiy iindor 
hni brcith, and nsitig, *' hs’s at it 
ahuiidy is he'^ 1 ihoughl so" 

" 1 iQCiuvtd a loltei iiom lum Aiu 
oilui day, o-^plamod Eva, "know- 
ini' yuur pi('jndi(o dgainht my fathoi, 
i« 1 Slid nothiJiEr" 

•"Ah' not 10 hr tnisted, F 'spo'^o, 
"Misq El,! ' was thp (.ouinienl 
'* Nunsi^tisQ 1 tiiisl you with any- 
‘Inii}; " 

‘ A' >1 w'f'll \oo niuj T tpcl you 
with mv hmiLs hloud, and fosto' 
sid< i toll ait'tiO uu >ioy Cam,though, 
r uul Umows, Ik s at bad as (iih fattur 
V is bi full h'ni thi'gips^ whelp that 
111 is Nutoii luysidi, thungli," mod 
Mt> M( ii> " 1 in uuo Enslisb, end 
. wh> 1 wci took lip with a Jlouiaiiy 
** .ibual bko Giles Mmv, I Jon t kmm 
-tut bt's dind, 1 bopr hu is llidiigh T 
iwn can be sine, mo not knowing 
'lit n' 'iis ;p at o Conic now. Mis 
gave lur fvo a wipo wiili the 
ipion, "I'm tilkmg of mj own 
troiihit-'tll when touze is about That 
lottoi- 

'' " It IB cue Hi answei to mine I 

wiotp to Capo Town Ihiep months 
ago fcdhng tny inthei that f was en¬ 
gaged to AUtn Uill He wrote the 
other day—a week ago—fioiit South- 
an) 2 )tou saiing ho 'would not permit 
the to take place, and bade 

mo wait hU be came home " 

' "doublet tioublo," baid Mrs 
I Moity, rocking, “ I know the man 
^h, my deal, don't talk I'm thinking 
*or youi good " 

It woe hot outside, though the sun 
was Biuking and the cool twilight 
shadowed the eailh. hollyhocks, 
rod and blue and -white and*yollow, ai- 
blaze of colour, wfre drooping tfaeiir 


heads m ^e -warm Sir, and the lawn 
Ipoked brown and burnt for want^of 
ram Mot a breath of wind moved 
the dusty sycamoro trees which 
divided tine cottage from Ijha high¬ 
road, and the at^soo hne^ of the 
setting sun steeped evotytiung in its 
siuibtm dye. Verbaps it was •this 
uncanny eve mug that ipado Eva 
Strode view tho home-coming of her 
father with such onoosiness, and the 
hostihiy and foiehodingb of bXis 
Mcn^ did not tend to rosssipe hei 
With hei hand on that dismal pio- 

E lietess's shoulder, she stood sdentlv 
loking out on ihn panting world 
hathcil m the mddy light it -was as 
though she pavr the fu^io thioiigh a 
ram ol hluod 

Misciy OasLlo was the name of tho 
cottage, and Mm Meiry was ies[An- 
fuhli tor tho dioaiy appcdlation llir 
hie had hi on haul and s/ae haul 
IIi'i bnc-ljand had loft h« r, and her 
SOD, following in his fathei'hfooistepa, 
was almost ounstantly absent in Ijoii- 
don m mom than <]uostu>nublu com- 
jiany Mih Muii\ thuioiore called 
tlio cottage by as dismal a name as 
blio could think oi Even Ev.i, who 
^otesird ugainht tVio name, could not 
get tlio -tiaiifaptly dicaiy woman to 
change it '* Misery dwells in it, ui'y 
dear lamb," said Mis Meny, ‘'and 
Hfisery it shall lie railed Castle it 
am t ftoni tho building of it, hut 
Castle it is tieeing thn lot of boriuv^ 
that's in it Ihii’kinghani I’alsce and 
thr Towel wouldn't hold inozr, and* 
nioie theie will be, when that nun 
comes homo witli his wicked snreimg 
ivse, father though he bo to you, my 
pool young lady' 

Jv was a delightful rottagi', with 
wbitnwashed covered with 

cieepeifi, aud a tbatofacd root, grey 
with wind and weather and tho 
bleaching of the Bun The lustic. 
porch was brilliant with red roses, 
and well-kept gaiden-bodb bloomed 
with cainbow-ht^ flowere seasonable 
to the August montb To the light 
this domain was divided from a Wide 
sad gorse-oovered ooiAmon by on 
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vsmtik tA meHow-hiidd btioK 
u^fnl'fW itM tniningol pe^-tr^, 
io Ae toft » knr hed^d^ nnex- 
Mtod mM. ran beliweea the flower- 
«m a well'Btocked w^avd, 
laeft ext(»idad eome duton^ and 
in a sonlvA feneeb almost buned 
in nstttoa and Tank o^aoda Be;rond 
pfcretobad gf>^V 6 ral rneadowa, m which 
cows wanoMnd, and further Bbll, ap- 
MTod fields of wheat, comfcn table 
raim>hoTi 8 es, olumps and hnea of trees, 
nntil the whole tortile expause ier- 
minated at tho foot of low hills, so far 
away that they looked blue and mitty 


aha wtota and ekptofnad 
hencffi. IHie- re;^,was tha lotteTi^ 
meafpon of wtodi aha had made to 
Ma. Many And Sfrs ' tfeny 
pro^ostiea^ krotAle tinsrefrom 
“ i know the aian —1 toow the 
man,*' moaned Mis Mecry« rooking 
henelf, he^l many you to some one 
else foi his ambitions, drat Lum " 

'*Tbai he shall never do,'* flashed 
out Eva 

"Yon have plenty of spuit, Mhb 
E va, but he'll weai you out He 
ivdie out Uady Jane, yoiu ma, as is 
now wheie he will uerei go And 


A suiiliag cOTn-land, quite Aivadiau ivas it this that set you moping by tho 
in its peace and beau^ winder, my dcm lamb ^ " 

Along the front of the cottage and Eva returned to her foimer 
under me dusty syosanore tiees ran " Not aitugothei " Ejhc hcsitatod, and 
a high-ioad wluch stiuok stmightly then looked imuously at hei old mir<.e, 

aerbss Uie eommon, slipped by Mibery who stood with folded arnn fi owning 
Oaatle, and took its way orookodly and iigid “ You believe in drnanis, 


through Wargrovo Tillage, whence it 
emerg^ to twist and turn foi miles 
towaids the distant hills and still 
TDoro distant London town, Bemg 
the king's highway it was haunted by 
tramps, by holiday vans filled with 


Mrs Merry f ” 

“As 1 TOlie^e that Meiiy was a 
sooundiel, and that mv buy will take 
ctfier Inui, as he docs," Siud tbr 
woman, nodding sadly, “ misery ain't 
snioi noi diearns, not taxes whirh 


joyous foUCi and by fasluonable motor- oUays come bi uigmg sorrow md sum-, 


cars spuming noisily at illegal Kpood 
But neither motorwtats, noi vans, 
trai^. noi boUday-makers stewed 
sA wargiove village, unless for a 
moment or two at the one public- 
boitso on thnstv days Those went 
on ten mtlcs further across the com- 
tacn to Wes^aven, a rising watermg- 
pl^ at tho Thames mouth ^ it 
wih be aoen that the publicity of the 
highway afforded Bva a onanoo of 
eyeing the world on wbrals, and diver- 
gifted hm somewhat dull existeuee 


mouses with 'em So }ou diearned 
lust night ? '* 

•' Yes You know I went to bod 
eaily 1 fell asluop at ciglii and woke 
at nine, ticmbling^' 

“ Ah I" Hrs Merry drew nearar>— 
“ 'twas a baddish dream *" 

“ A horrible dioam —it was, I think, 
two dreams " 

“ Tell it to me,*' said tho old woman, 
her eyes glittering 

Ev t bt^k her dosed fist on the sill 
“No," she ened passionately, “it's 

_ w . _ _s. j. ^m j u 


And It was doll, until a few months impossible to tcU it I wish to forget" 

hlH_ ail^_ w-s^.s ___ s_ I -_ _i. _wi_^__s_ 


ago, .Xhea Alton Bid came home 
ftom Sooft AmeBoa, wbm ha had 
been IpoUagali^ mines. The young 
UM)^ mrt and' mbaMnealAy toll in 
monthg 6flfore the gi‘ 
peftiad anfinj «l nm^Biande.they be- 


UM)^ bmA and mbaMnealAy toll in 
monthg 6flfore the gi‘ 
peftiad anfinj «l nm^Biande.they be- 
oMM gftjjiigpd the ocnaeal of 
ptMwnta •buk without tho 
kiMiwtodM ofi'ltoa*A "^tolhari' How> 
etcar, famatg ft dutlbd duft^dac’ fa a 
nngft* wlio ftft dMiovw gash 


1 came home “Y<»i*ll zanember it well anough 
wbm her had when the tonih comes- '* 

»a. The young " Do you think auyUufig wdl come 
aneaUy in of it ^ " c 

before the gi‘ **It*s aa sura as sorc^” said Mm k 
laode.they be- Meny* 

he ocneeal of Eva, toeaaapeiffhtoUB, toughed nu- 
without tho oaf^, uid ttiM to tum the snhieoi 
islheri' How- '* -Alton wifi b^af the goto aeon,** she 
dM^Aetiaa iftfdd. W ttoa 

kaiMma'' Siudi *A •> nskW liaM -Sm ^hm. t 


t. 

— — rf T *< ^ ■- »**■■ ■■■>i|«»p y ■ *. "^ " •nmmti <^.., ■■> .i ■ 

' ^ Ah wbU,*' dtog&fed' Hn^ tIviTt hd^Dtah wnae ^ " «toAiM4' Uu ^ 
"fito jtm Wm ifoa^ wouw . • > < * 

^vqn’t hare aaottmt vrfaaa he eqnaeft **IifidJi'6ibtQkit>ih«^4idQ^ieU« 
ho<iA9>" you H 'w^" paat^ Ava, &»iilttg ' 

“ KnnaT Eva atamued hw fool and paUng odBmattng e^lntta. 
andfromiad. Von oukeniyfotber **AK* UiImmM Min«' jtfany, 

oat to bo Or -■'001x1a 00a h« foUad, pathapa,'* 

'* Whafovei I uaLo bun oot to bo, ** How daise yoa->4iovr flsji a ■■ 
in novor get near wbA\ he w," aaad Nmae/' ahe boost ooi^ '* I bel^eya it 
Mrs Meriy vioiou4l\ “Ihatahun was my father lying dc(U ihari^T 
Ho ruined my OjIos, not ae Gtlefl waa baw a vdnte’glcnrM nght batid '* > 
mooIi to boast of Ktill, 1 could have " Your pa, anve enough/* aaid tile 
talked him into boinga stay-at-home, 'woman grunly. “ His woMen band, 
if your pa—there—thme—^lethm/btf, oh'* I know the liaud. lib atruok 
Bay 1 tf hie cup is luU h&‘U nerei me with it oncPi Rtnick tnOt'' 'die 
come Lome alive *’ cued, iieing and glaring, ** with foy 

Eva etoitod and gie^ deathly pale own Hatibaod standing by> Bui Gdes 
jMy ilAiam—my dioam/’ she eaid was never a man* no \our pa wee 
"Ah yes I" i[i'> Meiry ndiancotl dead, wooden hand and all, m tlto 
and cIuU'lLi’d Uie girl's wi 1 st "You Bod l^eepa*'’ l>id yon go ilwio to 
sea him. ilead oi d>iug, eh, i h ^ " see, tins day ? " • 

*' JMn t, nuiso, you fiigfateu me," " No, ro, Eia shuddered, "it was 
said Miss Rtmde, leleasmg her ^viibC, only a dronm " 
then hhe thonglit foi a inoinent *‘Pait of onu, yon said ? 

" My clieam or dieams," said sho after Mi^s Siaotle nodded " AfteiF I sew 

a pause, '* wpiii something after this ; the hotly and the white glove pn the 
faslnon £ tli/mght 1 was in ib^ Bed | wooden Land glinimrifog in the 

X)(,eps-" I twilight-'for twihyht it was in my 

"Fiso inilos fiom heio," inntteipd ' dnain --J socincd to sink mto dark* 
Mis itleirv. hugging herself *'f i ness, and to he back in my bod—^yeSy 

know tliH place—whu better''^ ' m uiy bed in the mom across the 

clay and a splash of watci, howt'icr : passage " 
diy" I “ Ah I you woke thou" sfcid Mn 

“ \h, you ftie tbuiking ot the Mtiiy, disappolnti'd. 

Bpiwg 1" said Eia sbuting, " it was " No, 1 hwear I was not awake I 
ibcie < saw-—oh no—no," and she was lu my bed asleep, dreaming, foe 
closed her eyes to shut out the sight 1 beaid fooistepe-r-tnany footsteps 
" What was it —what was it ^" oomo to tiie diior- to the fiont door, 
aokedMxs Meiry eagoily, " deaib^" then five knocks—• 
"He was lying fsoi' downward m "Five," said thewpnuiQ,SUipnsed 
the moist red clay beside the spiing " h'>ve knocks One hard and four 
of the Bed IHieps (" soft Tlicn a -voice came teilfog me 

" Who was lying ? " to take in fbh body. 1 woke with p 

"I don't know I seemed to seo my, and fonnd it wae ]ust sffor nine 
tiie placo and the figure of a man in o'mock '* 

dark clothes lying fane, downward, "WelU woH,** cfauolded tbo old 
with hia ban da tvnsted hefolessly in whmsin/'if Bob^Swodeisdead--*-—*' 
the rank gtass» T heoira a Uagh '* You oan'tk be sure of that/* wd 
too^ otuel laugh, \vii £0 my drwn Ev» iore^y, «nd reMfvd teHuig 
I saw no one ^ Only the dead dismal wtfjiian her dream. 

man, fane downward," and she stared "You saw tte ^ved himd'^the 

at the oaipe 4 ) aa thmi^ she saw the • whod^ 
gruesome stebt agnfo* • ^ ** ®®^y ® drwtt 

"^ow ^ jwH? *hmA your ''i^Drwqiooauhtnie. Tire kifown 


Tlf£ WOODEN 


’em eoms true," bud Mm Meny, Imgenug at the fiate He, eagerly 
nemc, "and ta-tnouDw 1 go to the .expeoting the deeoent of ’Venae, , 
Bed Paepe to eee " quidtly teznoved bis Panama bat, and 

*< But Tcn fetiier oomee homo to- lookeo ae tlie Roddohs 'with adioiAns 


nemg, "ana eohmoirow i go xo me 
'BfidPaepe to see" 

*< But my llaHier oomee homo to- looked ae tlie goddohs 'with admiring 
m^t" eloquent of aosnokrn praise 

**'No/'ieaid Mrs Meoriy, with the Eva, feollng, rather than mratiiig, 

mlra of a bibyl, "he'll novel come theii fpivid gare, hailed within the 

home, agin to tho bouse whore he barrier and hashed as rod as the rosea 

broke a woman's hem t" in her bolt Then she \euiuied bo look 

And she* went out laiigbmg and at hei lovor, a.nd smiled a svolcome 
muttering of the B«1 Deeps Cortainlv the lover was not un 

woithy of the lass, so fm as looks 
went Allen Hill was 08 d,uk asa 
I wa*ffaii Toiieed, he moie resembled a 
CHAFTFIB TT flpamard than on Englishman His 

TAvn'a vnnvn nunitu I’VJil focc, soiooth oud cloan-shavon 

IiOVE! B TOn^iCI DUEVU j 

<iave tor a small, smaitl} pointed 

li!'V4. BTUonr. "was an exttotnely pretty moustvbe, 'was swailhy his eje" 

blonde She had golden-lnown liiu svcie won dei hilly hint k and 1 at go, ind 
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which gUstnned in the sunsbim., hii/ol 
eyeasomewhat ineditatne in expies- 
uon, and a complovicm lhat Mis 
Meny, in her odd way, compelled to 
mixed rosQn and milk Uei noso w is 
delioato and staaight, her month 
oharming and saiisiti'vc and if it 
drooped a tnfla at the cunivis, sbu 
had good caube for so mt laucholy a 
twist Her Aguie -was bo giaoelul 
that ensions women, loss faiotiiod bv 
Kature, suggested padibng but thesi. 
EHuno depreciahus could sa> nothing 
against oar hands and feel, which 


his clo-e1> cljpptd bun iiiighl bu 
cnnipaii d hi the hue of tlie idvon’s 
wing Hi-i slnn hgiiie was olothed in 
wlntti dannt Is, , i well cut and spotless 
that thc 3 (onveyt (1 ,i suspicion lhat 
Ihu }oiLiig gi^ntleman was something 
of a dandy He )uoke<l moie like a 
^lorl tlijn a mining eiigiiieii 

Yet an engitieei lie was, and had 
itavellerl ovet the gieatei part of the 
woild with ins eyes opon Thusu 
b)okcd languid enough ae a lule, hut 
they could blaze with a fighting light, 
as bis iissouiutcs in tbe lands <ib tho 
back of Bevond know At thirty 
years of age Alien knew quite as much 
as was good for him, and kni^w also 
how to utikbo Lib knowledge In 
many lands he bad seen fair women. 


WVf « «■» aj 1 J bl inwiUW^ J aSB UUSri AlUB&UB fl W WAJU 

weio exquisitely formed Usuallv back of Bevond know At thirty 
BVa, ouuiung enou^ to know that years of age Alien knew quite as much 
her beauty needed no adornment, as was good for him, and kniiw also 
dteesed in the >ery plaiuesi fabhions how to utikbo Lis knowledge In 
At the present moment bho was ! many lands he bad seen fair women, 
BMUvtid'in a pale blue dress of some | but none had capcuied his heart as 
eoomematenal, and wore a large straw had this dewy, hagrant English rose 
hat swathed in azure tulle An effect- Six months earlier the two had met 

ivh toueib of more pionounoed colont at a gaulen paity, Allen came and 
appuswd m the knot of red nbbun at saw, and Evap-^as women ^ways do 
her tbxoat cm^ tiie bunch of enmeon I —-oonquciod The enmneer'a heart, 
roses tturuet into her wsibiband She j faemg tinder, oan^t nte eeeily and 
looked dainty, well-bred, obampng, j be^ to blaze iiCith a fiery flame n<A 
aud tfvau the tnabgnimt femalQ oye to be exii^miabed by leasoo, Eva 
wondd haw found little to blame t herself, not being tome either, rather 
Buirthe fesusde eje geneoUTy did find ' liked this Sa^ne oourtsbip^ aod did 
fault Bva was too prbtty a < not leave AlleEi,kmg lo doubt a^ to 
girl to eaeape, renMik. \ tbe way in wh^ she regarded hu 

Tbu of loreliMSB welkedrl audacious adwmqisb.. The reihit was 


denrardly d^anx tUp garden to | that )n.a,4ewjqtonth» they beeama 
gladd^ tb» ayes«of > young maa/ gng(ige3,^dl^fli0wer-|uBh of tbeir 






]bY9 earns almcnt as aa did 

that of Borneo and But nOiw, 

as Bva knewi tbe eomuou-sanae 
of the 'World wae about to chill their 
ardour Bho had this very eveamg 
to lafoun (Jus eager, wluw-heartaa 
ICTOr that hei father lefused to sa&o- 
tiott the engagement No easy tash, 
aeeitig she iovod the Euan \nib. her 
whole heart and soul 
*']!dy deal, my love/* muimwcd 
Alien, a<« the gate closed behiml the 
girl and be would have craUraoed 
hci in the public roEvd, but thafr uha 
dexterously evaded Jus widely spread 
•arms 

“Not lieie-uot here,” she whib- 
jiai (d hun Jt dl V, and with a hue colour, 
“ its too public, you stupid bo) ' 

The stupid hoy. clioitod of hw lieat, 
glaieil up dUcl down tlic i oad ‘ I don’t 
see any one," lie giuiublod 

“ H^os at thoseiMiidou'i,” ban! Nva, 
waving a slim baud tovarda a row of 
thatched cottages, “ dJid tongues albo '* 
“ I am not ashamed of our love I 
wish the whole woild knew ot il ' 
“The whole woiJd piohihly does," 
rejoined Miss Bti()dt,a tnlle diyly, 
“if anj one aav von with Ihosr ejcs 
and tiiat look, and—oh, >ou iidK^- 
lous boy’" aud abc ahuck hei bngor 
at him 

“Ob you coquette Can’t we-’ 

“On Uie common we cau talk, it 
that «H what you mean," sud Bva, 
turning away to tup up the dusty i oad, 
" the couunon," vhe cried with a back- 
word look which Bbould have drawn 
the young man after her at a fine pace 
But Allen lingured for a mouieut 
Deeply in love aa he was, he had his 
own ideas regarding the managomeuti 
of the fan sex lie knew that when 
a woman is sure of hex swam she is 
apt to be exacting, so as to cheek his 
axdour Ou the other baud, t£ the 
swam hangs back, the maid oomes 
forward wiwwi&tomn looks Bather- 
to, Allen had beeu all passion and 
stRiwder Now bsthou^t be would 
tews Bva a hfctlDf by not oomiug 
immediately to her beek wad eaU. 
Ilhetebm, vrinle she mesd'— 


a&^tyHMi^looUim basl^sQ sme.wM ■ 
she thM AOeQ foSowed-^tbe foong 
man hgfated a cteKMtte, said whw'ti^ 
smoke perfumeathasir, looked evety>* 
where save m toe direetun he destru 
to look* North, seniifa, wgst looked 
Allen, butnevstr eaM,/Where oould be 
seen the zimng »an of his love. But 
pawion ptoved to be stemigsd than 
pimei{de, and dnaUy hts tfyes fiwtened 
on the shadowy figure of Nva jtouaing 
on the edge of ttie common. She was 
looking mok now, and beokoued wWb 
persnasivn finger Alien made a Step 
forward to follow the airen, then 
halted A sb ange feeling totiJeposses- 
Bioo him Allea’s mother was 
Scotch, and having the impreseionebla 
Celtic natuie, be was quick to feel 
the lullnenoes of that unseen world 
which lies all round, imisibls tp dull 
eyes, and unfelt by ni aterul souls At 
the moment, m sjute of the warmth, 
he Usd what the bootch oall a “ gnie/ 
and sluverud where he stood. At fais»- 
back sank tbo sen red and luigry, 
pcenng thiough lines of blacdc cloud 
v-uggestive of pnson bars The scarlet 
light Hooded the iaadscii^ lu a siuie- 
tei manuei ,aiid dyed the nittmg figure 
ol Gva in oiimbon hues She looked 
as though bathed in blood, afid-*-sa 
bhc was now bpecdlng towatds the 
trvstiDg place- as though site tied 
fioin justice Also, she rsn from ihh 
led weut into the j^oom of the cos^ 
dhoady shadowy with the cotniim 
night Was fchoro no parablo iii this? 
considcied Allen, and efatveied agaut 
“Iniligesiton," thought Alleo, striv¬ 
ing to thmw off tiiat weird feehog and 
i> ying to ctplam itinthe mostoommon- 
)lace way But he knew well that he 
idd never In hts lUe suficred from 
indlgestoto, aud that tiie feeling- 
whufit bad now p^assed away—was a 
hmt of coming evil "ToniB,th(^," 
murmnted tbO young man, stomiog 
aathTiskly,“dottoJSiva, poordamog *’ 
When ^ |omed the girl, he was 
quite bis Old feivid self, and fbU hm 
preuMMiliums pass away m tiiq <dmrm 
oi^bwur Bren tho sunset ftos Jess 
flosklet mod more ot a rosy tint lilm his 
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me'vv H« threw himeelf at 

tho &et tft Idu beloved, oast away bis 

* cigarette, an^ took her within bis 

* For the nunneat Dan Cupid wm king 

Bat WM he^ Eva did not appear 
to think |o She allowed hor hand to 
iwttiaiii ia Allen'e warn grip, but ho 
felt no) eeraonsive piceauie. The two 
wore^eatw on a niatic benoh within 
a oirole of dbwennggoEBe Tho eword 
was green and smooth, worth} of the 
danomg feet of Titaiiia'a elvee and 
pechaps it miglithave boon one of thou 
baUroonab the lovers bad mi aded In 
that ease it would ceitamly prove 
onbappy ground to them The mr ‘S 
do not like inoitale, liowetHT loiiiig, 
who intrude on their pnv,iry The 
elves, however, nut ypt awakened by 
the moon, made no sign, nud in that 
etillnlace no pound could lie heaid 
Ovothcad was the fliifibed aky, undoi* 
foot the emerald awaid, and tbLie 
were the losers supplied wiib an ad¬ 
mirable stage on which to play their 
parts Allen was willing enough, and 
looked up adoiii^ly mio the tnoe of 
his Juliet But Eva’s gaze was fixcMi 
op the omnge-huod hlussom ot the 
gOTbe with a far away look And 
when iho spoke, it certainly was not 
of love 

“ Allen,” slie said, in a calm, Wcl 
vorce, “we have known each otliei 
for nearly a }eai ” 

“ Call It a ocnt.ur>sai d Allen, kibS- 
mg her hand “I love }Ou and yon 
love me, Why talk of time^ Ixnc 
hjifv OUIS lives m eternity ” 

•'Hum,'* said Eva, slthougb the 
ejaeulatiou was not a pi etty one, “ the 
queatKKi is, Will it h\e at alJ^ ” 

'*Bva f ” He raised himself on his 
elbow and stared, but the gnl uon- 
tmuad to speak wdfchout looking at bini 
** J3o you know my history, Allen '' 
she Mlm, then without wartmg for 
his reply, wept on inapMstonlesewny 
” Myf^dher ie tho test Strode of Wax- 
TtosMimr^oasp of oiu laee 
in only a few mibs away, and them 
the Strodes hved for oepfoiaes. lly 
graadfathor, bowevo^ sna aa extravar 
gant man,' ^ 41 ^ iwmey. 


When my father reiOrned from Oxford 
to take up bu position m tho world, 
he found that hia father was dead and 
that the estate would have to be sold 
to pay the debts In that way, Aden, 
the manor passed from our femily ” 
“I have heard aometbing of this, 
Eva,” said tho perplexed young man , 
“ bnt why waste time in telling me ol 
it now ’ ” 

“ You will find the tune will not he 
wasced,” lojomed Eva, glaiioiug down 
with something like pi tv “let me 
go Oil My lathei, hi ought up in a 
luxiuious way, took what money there 
was left ana went to seek work in 
London Ho speculated, and know* 
i ing nothing about bp^culatiuii ho losl 
1 every thing Then yoni Islhei, who 
I was his friend at '-ohool and college, 
j lent him «orue thoiia,aids, and my 
I father, to better his po'^ition, matiiud 
Ijiuly Jane Delham, dAUgbict ot tho 
EaiI ol Ipsen 1 nudtisliiid that the 
money wnich she brought with hei, 
was lost also—in speculation ” 

“ flat wlij did >our fathc r i-peonlate 
so much ^ ’ ibskcd Allen 

"Ills one desue was w> buy bach 
tho manoi,” sud Eva “He has 
i^ucli pnde of mi c, ami Wants to end 
bV days uudci the roof where he was 
boin But let me go on once more 
The money was lost, and Lord Tpaen 
(lifd His title went to a dulant 
consin, who did uot like my mother, 
(oiisrquently tlioie was no chance of 
iiiv tathci getting more money m drat 
quurter I was bom under Mrs 
Men }'s loot, *but till the age of seven 
1 bved with my mothei in a small 
Hampstead cottage My father went 
on sjioculaliing, ttomeliuies he made 
money, at uther times ho lost it, but 
alwaye, he followed the will-o*-tikQ» 
wisp ot fortune, faioping to get bac& 
his oldbome He tl^ went to South 
Ammioa, and took nay motlier with 
hup I was plaoed at sohool, ttid 
until 1 WM filtoen I hcrer saw my 
parentB ” 

“ Boor Ev4k bow lonely you must 
have UenlV . “ 

' *‘t tm ukd yefr^baving 


tOVjffS YOUNQ DHEAM tt 


66911 BO httle of my parento 1 don't 
knowthfti 1 miBBod tbemoo vei y muoh 
Vy fftUio) stopped m Fem till I vas 
6ftB9n, and my mother with bun He 
««me b 4 oh poor, bnt with Biifileient 
money to speculate again Ho thero' 
lore placed my mowor and me m 
Misi^ijr Castle'^ « 

“ Jbdiouloos name," lunltered Allen 
uneasily 

" \. veiy app^opiutc name," said 
Eva with some biiitcrness, '‘booing bow 
unhappv ATeiry is Sbo had a 
b bd husband and has a had non * £1} 
mother was also unh ippy Meeting 
hut .i^Hin aftoL all tho^e joars, 1 did 
my iff at to coniFutt hoi Xtut hoi 
•hiait Tvan luokoii’* 

" Yow father*' ’ a'^hrd Allon in a 
loiv voiec 

“Who dse loj'lud IJin, dash¬ 
ing, and the natei i inic lu lici 4>es 
“Oh* Allen, T do nor msh to sptak 
ill, oi to think ill, of in\ f itliei but— 
iin ’ she hi oke ofl, suppii ssing liorsclf ' 
"I oannot spt'ik fioni vilint I h,b^e j 
seen, and 1 judge ro one, let alone my • 
fatliei, on what 1 lu%e Insud 
b1eii> Ihinhs h'lU/ of in\ tathci, aud ! 
my pool ujothci —at' • rny poui 
aiothci * fllie said as hltli' as she rouU * 
But hei heiit \'as hiok'u, \lJi‘n she ' 
died of ihiolen huaili iiid <i ciuihbd 
spiiit I lost hHi live months aftei my 
lather went to beek bis fortune in 
SouiS Atiica, and since then I have ^ 
lived alone witti Mrs Mt’ir> ” 

“Pool Eva*” Mild Hill toudoily, 
and repossessed buueeU of the band 
-which sbo bsd withcliawn “Eut 
Mrs Meiry is good to yoii^" 

"Veij —very good,' said liLss 
Strode with emphasis “She was,i 
my nurse and fostei-mother. Alien 
WhejL 1 WAS tom my father camo here 
(or a tinae befoi e taking the Hampstead 
oottage TYoU, Allen, that is iny 
history MvfBftheralltbeBHhveyoaiB | 
has paid Mrs M^iry trmyboaiaand . 
lodgiDgf and has sent home pooLot- ; 
mouey tor me Bnt all that tune he ' 
has nem written stf a tendon letter " ’ 
“ Not even when Ins sftfi* died ** ” 

“ No. 'He wrote a few words of 


sy&ipattiy, huh net those sriiklki a 
father should have written te a 
motherle&B girl SVom what I knovft 
of hun, and from what Min. Merry 
sayst he IS a bard, eold^ self-oOnoen- 
trat^ man 1 dread hia ooeaiDg more 
than 1 oan tell you, Alloa.” 

“Tf be over does oome," said the 
>oung man softly ^ 

Eva staitod and looked down 
“ What do you mean by that / ** she 
abktid anxiously 

Allen met nor gasse feEpakly and 
laughed “ Oh, you need not disturb 
yourself, my ^m,” he baid with a 
shrug, “only you know my father and 
0111 s were alwa^e ohuais Why, T 
en'i know, as my father le ocftoinly 
not the kind of man to suit xuch a one 
as you desriihe Hi Stiode to be 
But thoy woro chums dt sohoOl and 
college, and niy fdthei knows a lot 
about }ouiH When I mentioned that 
youi frithui Wiib expoctod to-night, iny 
fithuT It Wiis at bioak feet—stud that 
Ml f^trode might not arrive aftoi all 
1 did not ask him what be meant *' 
“Could Ml JTill have toard from 
my f iLhoz ^ ” 

“ I can’t say, and even if bu Aid, I 
don't know why my father bhonld 
suggest! thfit Ml Btrode Mould not 
come home lint, Evt, you ate pale *' 
“I feel pale,” she said m a low 
voice “ Allen, sit besido me 1 woitt 
to talk Bonoush ‘•-to toll you adioam." 

The young man, noUitng loath, 
promptly seal'd himself by hei ei^ 
.iLid blippeil a SCI ong, tender arm luuffid 
her slender waist Eva s hoait beet 
snonger when sfao found botself in 
such an assuted haven ft seemed ae 
though Allon, noble and hrm and lov¬ 
ing, would bo ablo to hheiter her from 
the ooming atorm *• ^Vnd tho stoim 
will eome, she sold aloud 
“ What IS that ? ” o^ed Hill, not 
catching her meanuffi 
‘ It in ray dream, she anewmed, 
and then, with bor head on bis 
bhouldor, she told atout her vision of 
the night. AUeo waainoliuad to make 
light it 

" Ton Mtpesstitiodtf darling,” 
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be $atd fondly, *'ibe dreAm is easily 
Bcrounted iot 'toa wale thinkuif^ <n 
iwta fefber, sod, bemK an-aoua abwfc 
ba andyal, dnamad wnat you did " 
ByarSUttsed herself, r«tiiiM<dleiided 
**I yntt tfucliiug of my father, I 
admit/' Bhe axid, ** but 1 wag tiot at 
all an^oas My father haa been tdl 
nyer the wojrld, and m vnld pajita, eo 
be can look after himself very neJl 
BoindgS[, I novor thought of the Aed 
Dgejn. And remember, Allen, I saw 
the ngfat hund, gloted ” 

''ThatWould seem to mtimate chat 
the dead man you sa\r lU your dieain 
tnu Mi Stiodo,'* baid Allen ku*' og 
her, “ but it's all nouBeuae, Eva' 

You don't think au} thing -vnll 
happenslie demanded, auvious to 
be xeasanfeU niter Mts Mi'ny's 
glooeay t.Uk 

'* No, [ don t 1 have known nf 
lots of dreams quite vivid vrluoh never 
oame true I'm not a acientihc oh i p/’ 
added Allen, laughing, " oi I woold 
be able to prove that this dioam is 
only a teflex of yoni waking tho'jghts 
Mr Strode will ainve 'll! light " 

"And then wo mustpai t/' si ghod £ va 
This time it waa HiU who staitod, 
and his face flunhod " f don t qmtt' 
understand " 

" You will Boon I told you tho 
hiatory of my life, Allen, so that 1 
nii^t lt.ad up to this T wiotu to 

at Oaiie Town, tellii^ bun I 
loved you, and that Mi Hill wa% 
plettsod yre should be engaged " 
ftM afy father was (hilighted,' put m 
AITob iiaioJcljr 

"So X My father never 

zatiiod to foy letter save m sondmg a 
ouilegnai stating ho was oommg 
m the Dunoon CustJe When 
ho WM at Southampton, he wioiie, 
BayiogT tUto imt to think of marrying 
yon, and 1foat< ha would tell me oi his 
lor my future whep he retmmed 
to, WkigcovO^ He deeided to roiViam 
for a week in lihodon, and yastorday 
he wared that he was'comuig home 
So you toe, Allqa/* Eva 
zeafoid her <m her forer'a 

abc^dak, wptiit'ila.'* 


" No I"erled BUI, rlaldi^ andloc^mg 
very tall and bfcropg and dotennined^ 
" he will never w that What 
reasou-'— 

" My father ib a man who will 
refnseio give hes leaaon " 

*'Kot to mo," rejoined the other 
hotl} " Ml fStiode will not daro to 
disjum me lo so &i^y and oiT-band a 
fashion I loio you, 10va, and 1 
marry vou, wh.tovcL joni father may 
hay Unless, ’ ho caughi hei hands 
ns she lo^e, and staietl der^p uito hci 
ejes, "unions you leave uie ' 

"No* noi 1 iievci will do tljai, 
Allen Conjn what nidi), fU bo 
tine ” 

Thou followed an mteilndo t«i 
kisstis, and aict'iu udi th>‘ two, lut'd 
m lininl, wslki'd nouiss I he roinrroii 
on their w kv lo 2il 1^,11' (ia>lli' 11 
W.1S not sevt n o r loc k, but' Ik, twilight 
was qroning <l.nkrr “Do iim know 
what yoiii l.ilhi i pi nis aio ! " asked 
Mien, as thc> M 'pped uui on to Lhc 
dnbHtled and dosty looii 

" No J know nothing save what 
r toll you \nd luy dieani —' 

“ Dovicsl, pub bill* di«,-uii out of 
jout bOfil T1 il IS any Lomforl; to 
^eii ril go to th'* lh,<t Dct ps to lughf 
Do 30U think I'll hiid a dead body 
(iuro V " hu asked, liughing 

" Not if you go lipfoTo mnp o'clock 
The diPiim was at nine last nichb " 

" Dut yoiii iathci will be bt^e at 

pighb, liiV i ' 

" 1 hope so," she murmured 
“ You me so foolishly superntitious,' 
Raid ^Vllon, p'ossing her arm winch 
w iiS within Uib own; " you dear little 
goo&p, don’t you see that if your 
latbci comes to Misery Gastio at 
eight, he cau't poaeibly be Ividg dead 
m the Itod Deeps at nue Whm did 
you last hoar irom him, Bva ? " 
"Yesterday momirg He wired 
tiiat ho would ha down at eight thU 
ovenmg " 

" then, he wka olivo then, and 
» atoppmg in town on hnsihtoe as you 
told, jEEo wiU OQnie to Wbethaven by 
tka tnufl'4(«Lviog at eix-tiiirty «U4 
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'* The rottd puses the Aodl^eeps/' 
Eva. 

"How obstU^Ate }OQ ATB, Ev^, ’ 

<;aid Alien, cobtiactiQft bia fuitihead; 

■' 1 tell yon -wloAt I'll do to set yuui 
nijbd at qrest, you luiow he is Altyo 
now ? " 

" Yea, I snppose 1 jjot that 
■wue yest(*ida> uioroinif’ 

" Well than, T'H set o<l to the Eod 
Deppa at ouu‘, and will (<ot theie just 
at I maj ntict AJi Sti fdt* 

uommi; almig in thp Ji>, and if 'so I’ll 
follow it hirk to MistIV Castlo, to as 
(o '»ep biTu 'nii'U buiue If i don't, 

1 ll go (o the lied Poops, ,itiiI it anv 
atliH.'k IS niido uii him, I’ll be tiioie 
•to gito Imiii a I) ii'il ' > 

‘Tlnnk sou, Alkn I .ibunid bo 
inoip at casp it >011 dul that' 

"TJien it shall In dijiif'," sanl Mien, 
kiwmr bei, "hut I iiil that 1 uii 
c l•rllUl.l,^lllg sou in supi i jtitioiis lau- 
L'es 

" Ms dii^ain was ‘o vi\ul " 

" Pooh Tu'ligestion' 

"Thoo Ml HtH hiutt'd that iny 
fathi r uii^iit no!i n tuin ’ 

"Will iliMij III ad. him vihiL hf* 
iiiean*> iiul I'spljin whi>n wi, nicpt 

ig.iH* ■ a 

“11 vif '^soi do im. 1 1,' siglu d J'h.i, 
dopping ai Uip g.i(>* 

“ ion will U tjup to irp, Pv,i 7 
•• AJsva •»—alwayb- .ilways TIuio 
' tlirVe, slip ]n~sed liini undoi tlip 
hiindlv sh^ltrj of tb'< j'‘amoioand 
mn mdooLfl 

Ahen liuned on liis hr pi lu high 
bpiiiht, and Si^t out lor die lied Deops I 
At tiibt ho laughed ic RTa'4 diotun j 
and Esa's saperatinuu Unt as Lb ■ 
walked on in tliP gilherinp daikni^ss, ■ 
he telt ab though the futuic also was j 
giosMUg nioie gloomy Ho \ooalled 1 
his own teehiigs of the girl’s dre&s 
dapplsd with bLuod, and of hoi Hying . 
foim Ageun ielfc tbo “ AUe,*' and 
onifaed himsoir fui* u old woman 
" 1*U find nothing—nothing/’ he said, 
iiying to laugh 

Hut the shadow of i^ho dieani, f 
which WH* also the •«hs^ow of the ^ 
Upon hnu darker than-bTer, 1 


OHAPTBE in ' 

TUB KB'SA'DO-WStlTi • 

Anxious to make the heat iiiyttessipn 
on her fatbez, Bva Strode/on vp to 
her room to put on dn evening gown. 
Ml Stiodr supplied her hborally svith 
money, lor wliatevoi bia £aul& may 
Iiare been, he eeitainfy was not 
mean, therefmo bhe poeeessod a 
ftuily extensive wardrobe, She did 
nob buo Mia Merry on eiitciing the 
cottage, RS tlint good lady ^as oocu- 

K t d m louking after the lurinet m the 
tie bauk-kitcben Tho table was Isidt ■s 
however, and altei making herself 
sni irt, Fiv I dp'K.ciuUsl to add a few (in.'^ 

1 jluiig touches in the shape of fiowors, 
Cliu lull by the view \llcn look of 
hu dicxm, and still more by the fact 
that ho h.vl gnrie to the Red PcepiiL 
E\a (iir.mgpd niany rusost iPod ami 
white, 111 a meal silver bowl winch 
had bi lunged to h'l mother Ab a 
tiiattoi of faet, Ev.i bad been bom 
m Mirpvy Castle, and being siekly as 
a tub}, had been cluistened hurriedly 
m tlip oottai/o out ol tliu bowl, an 
hi irluom of tho Pulliam j Mis 
Mfrii had talrn possession of if, 
knowing that, if Lidy lane look it 
away, h^r husluiiid svould apeedily 
tiun It into money Thercfuic, Mra, 
Mciiy licing a faithful guMdian, tho 
bowl was '>Ij 1I lu the cottage, and on 
this night Eva nsed it as a eeatro* 
pipi»> to tup pi Pttily decorated table 
\nd It did look pridly Theojotb was 
wLiliu than buow, the mIvci sparkl^ 
and tlio crybtal glittered, while the 
1 >its blooDJing in the mawuve bowl 
aJdc ll a touch of neap'd enlour 
There weic evideuoof, of Eva's iaate 
111 the small dmmg'TOom Mis Merr^ 
had tuvmkhed it, oortamly, but S\a 
had spent much of her pocikei-money 
in dcouiatuig the looni Eveiytbiiig 
waa chaimiag and dainty and In- 
tbiUielt feDiUtioe. Any one eoold see 
at a glanoe tliat it was a true woman's 
room And Bva in her Maok gsuso 
dress, bare-nedeed and bare mined, 
flitted graosiuUxaboot the tiny apart- 
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ment Her l«Mt aot 'vvais to light the 
lod^turaded lamp which hung low over 
the tablo The window she left open 
"and the blmd up, as the night wob 
hot, and the brpp4!e which cooled the 
room madp the place more bearable 
** It & quite pictty," uud Eva, etand- 
back igamst the duot to get the 
efEwt bf the glittenug table and the 
ted light and (he flo%VfUs “ If lather 
is dJbsAti&hcd ho musi be hard to 
please," bhe ughed, " and from what 
Nanny days, 1 loui he is 4. qiiartoi 
in eight, 1 k>' 11 be hole soon 1 d In^tcor 
see when the ^hniiei will be leady " 
But licfoie doing so, she went 
the hont dooi and listened fur wio 
sound of w lieels She certainly heai d 
them, bat the vehicle was drning 
towatds, anJ not from, the comnion 
Apparently A[i Htrodo w,ia not at 

hand, so blip went to the kitclien To 
her auipiise she lioaid vuicos Quo 
was that ol Mib Merry, quoi ulous a-^ 
usual, and the other a noh soft, 
moloihoub voice which Eva knew only 
too well It was bliat of her lostei- 
biother Cam 

This name wa-i unothri of Mrs 
Msny'b occentiiQitieb liur liubhuind, 
showing the biute within him a yeai 
nltei luairiage, had disillusiuiicd lus 

S ooi wifi vciy speuhlv Hi* w is 
lUuk wheu tholio} wsb hoin, and &tiU 
dinnk when tho lioy was chtistencd, 
Mrs Merry theicfoie insisted that the 
boy would probably take after his 
fawer, and requested that the name 
of. Cam should be given to bun Tlio 
curate ob]eott.d, but Mis Merry being 
film and the curate ivoak, the boy was 
actually called after 4dflini'8 eldest bon. 
ilad the rector at home buoh a 
acandab—as be legaided it—would 
not have occuned, but Mr Queun 
was absent <m a hohday, and tetiuned 
to tlnd on addition to his flock m the 
baby perstm pf Cam Meny. The 
lad grew Up handsome enough, bat 
sofl^menlfly wdd and wicked to justify 
his mcithar'B cludoe of a name. Tet 
he bad his good momonts, and miAt 
haufl im^yed had not hts oiatbec 
nsggod him lots wrong-doing. 

1. - j 


'* WMl. Caan," said Eva. entoiing 
the kitohen, “ so you'ie back ? ” 

"liike a bad peuny," oned Mrs. 
Merry, vimoosty btabbing aome pota¬ 
toes with a fork, * Six monthb he’s 

been away, and-" 

“And IM loinainod longoi if Td 
thought of getting this wcluOUie, 
mothei," grow'li d Cam snlkil) But 
1 might liavo known " 

Ilf was a leiniirkably handsome 
lad of eighteen, almost as lUtk as 
Alien JIill As Ml Men v h id gipsy 
hIo4jd iJi his VP 1 US, it wa& piobabk Ihiiit 
Cam inherited, the n ihue and looks 
ol some splendid Romany aueestoi 
AVith his smooth dirk skin, under 
which the iioh led bloutl mantUd,, 
his pyps laig(> and lilick «s night md 
clejulv-cat Itatriis, tiin looked as 
hatiil'ioino as a lucLuio Not pv(*n 
thr lough dioss ho Woie, whicJi \i.is 
that of a Uhoiii' i, luulj disgms' Ins 
hnp hguip and youtliful gucu Ho 
looked like a young p.iinLh(t, ileek, 
hemtiFul, and dangeroiis Cnp on 
heul, he leaurd sgaiust Iho jamb oL 
Iho outti dfHir -Ins mothei uould not 
allow him to uiinc fuithii—and 
fliemod a vuuiig kpollo, so ulim .ind 
gVi^clul iiid hi appi -11 But Mrs 
gosticuliiling vith tho folk, 
h.ul no uye fni bis good looks He 
rt>Diindc.d hci too much of the* absent 
Mciry, who was just b'lch a bplen- 
did outlaw, when he won her to a 
bitterly legicttod ul.llll{^;e Cain, 
meeting with so uiqileasant a re¬ 
ception, was sulky and inohned to 
he deflant, until Eva entcied Then 
ho lomoved his cap, and booiuno 
wonderfully meek Tie was fond of 
his fostet-sistur, who could do nmoh 
with him 

" When did you ouine back. Com ? *' 
she asked, 

"Ton mmutes ago, and mother’s 
been ragging me ever bince,' ha re- 
phod, "flesh and blood can't stand 
It, Miss Eva. I’ll go." 

"No you wonV' flkrdck in Mrs. 
Merry, "you'll ^stop and give tim 
mowto who* boro y on - -worse luck— 
the pleawpe of your oompdfiy " 
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G<uo in A ftl^opy uuuidoi j thought it Lent to let hef Ulk hffinelf 

*' Not lAuoh idcfuiute fo^ me 1 out But la^ epeeqh mtuli^C^u 

“ Nor lor ntc, you gioat hulking i laugh, and ho oooI enough to* 
cieatiiie," eaid Mi*! Merry, thtda'eu> 'muk at Bva She knew Cain &o* 

ing iiim with a fork “I thought uiUmatol), and really liKod him i»o 
wu’d grow up to bo a comfort to lAo, much in spite of his wiokcduoss, that 

OQt look at you-" she did not t.ike oflouee, iSut stiovn 

"if you wought I’d lie a conifurt, in tmn fiom him the wrathtol spsooh 
why did you call ino Cain, motliei ? ” of his luothei 

" Becaube 1 knew 'nhat yon d tmn " J am bine Cain has taruud ovet a 
out," contiadieted Mth Mtiiy, "^ubt new leaf,’ blie said, bmiling 
like your lather, oh, deui tne, lusl liku j " lit's luiuedoier volumes of 'em,*’ 
]hiu Jiavf' ^oii ortD anydiirg nt gmaoed Mib VTinrvi dtujsmg down a 
yoni fithui, L’liiti ' ' • pnt on the lau^o, ' but^aek pige tb 

“No," said C'lui Hloliilly ‘‘and f woisl iioi the last Oh, I know whit 
don’t want to ’ j I'lu saving," sh*' wont un triumph- ^ 

"I'hals iir’ht, denv the author of autly “I was a fatmer’s daughter 
^'0111 hr'ing Youi lallioi, who wm j and h id thit>«3\iMiib’schooling, not to 
aiwuysa biid on<*, left iiu'lLliuen )eait ' s}kmIi. oi hiving mixed with ibn aiis- 
fiiro, ]iist ifli'i >ou wtic Ivuit 'Jhe j loriacy in the pr'rton of youi dear 
iitUigr w <s notih'm uiy own,xi Im'd j uvi, Mitb ilva, and yooi Own Iileeied 
JO Yt 1 b nu ]i ft iu( Ihii ihr Ti->, tiIku k sell as is alwiys a lady But Cfaiu - - 
heaven,’ ciieJ Mis Menv tlitnwiiig I oh, look at him " 
up hei eifs to rlie omoky cciJii'^, | “ ih looks vmy well," bKuI. Cva, 

"fathi'i ilidii’t dm and U ivi me well | ‘and lie looks huiigiy Don’t yon 
oil, till Oiks wciit' K'lice that) i’vt ' think \ou might givo him a ixieal, 
hi‘ird nothing of him lie was ' Meiry-'" 

lepurtcd dcid-’’ " Kill ihn falloil oiW as you might 

"You -aid yon luaid nothing uL { ^ay,' suggested Oatri luipudontlY 
lain, motlu i * put m f'ain, umiling J lOieichod Mis Meiiy, 

" 1»0M t shov* yoUi t'(tri in ih^i I ymi le oiievijaTs«>ll,C*iu, totelk like# 
itav at youj. mothei,’ snii]ipeij Mi, j tha'j with Mis, Flva pieunt Mn’t 
Mttiy, •' what 1 si>, I say, and no , \i.i' got no losp^el <* ' 
imstske Your faihi-i v'ls lopoited i " Mioilvva knows J mean no harm," 
dead, and as hu'b left me loi scvi e ' said tbo goetib il Cam 
ycatsatnd moie,! could inaity aifuiu, "Of cum so you dont," said Miss 
U I wore biich a tool But 1 htveut, Stiode, ‘come, Mrs Moriy, the 
hoping yon'd be a coiidoit to tho bovi homo foi goud now.' 

mother who biought you into the " i‘'oi IhuI, you moan ' ^ 

world Hut you wcie*always a bkd | ' I'm not home at all," baui Com 

boy, Cam You played tiutnt lioiu > unexprctedlv *'l’m woiktng at 

bchuulr you lan away to become a ' Wfsth^voa, ntit 1 uiniu over yust to 

navvy at tbiiteen, and agun and mu my luothur If she don't want 
again you came back in ragi ’’ me J cm go back to choBS who do,'* 

" I'm not 111 rags now," bokI Cam, and he turned to go 
restive imdcr this tonguo ^ No Stop,' ctied Mrs Merry, 

"Then yuu must &hve stolen the whose bark wUb worse than her bite 
clothes,’’ Tutoitod his mother, "J'U "I shantlot a mowing Wl hke yeti 
be bound you didn’t (auhb by tlieni < tramp hack alHuom ton loilc'i wata a 
honestly not aa the^ lu much " statving inside Wait tUl I get this 

While thi4 pleasant conveisabion dinnei otf my mind, and the pair of Ub- 
was going on Bva stooil mute She , will sit down like Chnstiane to eat it,’* 
knew of old how ilbposuble it was I Bva stared and laughed '* You 
tp atop Mrs, Merry’s tongue, end > forget, nurse* this dinner is for lay 
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fathei, tio Ahoald be lioro in i. few 

** 

* Hro. Meny turued (trpy " I ain't 
^ivigQi 7<}tir dreanif my dear He'll 
eat it (oi 'want of faruath, nor 

yptt ‘for sgmw Now. Oam-" 

' Strode, who bad a temper of 
W own, Btamped a pretty slippered 
foot mfpmonnly " ) fold yourtramo, 
Mrs Mctry/ hho ciied. the oolonr 
, nsiag m her oheejcf, " my fAthor wiU 
arrive " 

IThe old ^pman glimced at the 
Axnencaii'tiltifik wbirh t>tood on the 
jjaantelpieoe The small hand pomted 
.•to eight '* He ain’t ocuuu yet " 

"Oaiu," eud E>a, turning, ttill 
flushed, to the lad, “ you enme along 
the Westhaven ro^ '' 

Gam noddul “Ti^eniy minutes 
ago, Miss K\a,' said ho 

'* Hid you Bee my father >* No, 
yott don't remembci m\ father Did 
yon see a fly coming along ' ' 

"'No Nut then 1 (lida’t romc 
along the load oil the time J took a 
short cut across countiy, Mtis £!\a 
C 11 ]iiBt have a meal with niothei, and 
thOn go book to my Inisinebs " 

** And what is yom biisinebs, I'd 
bte to know?" questioned Mis 
. Many sliazply, " a hno businesi it 
'mast be to takeyou fiom >oui mother " 
f'Tm in a einras '* 

*' 'What, rfdiDg on hoi sea m tights < ’ 
XHMd Mrs Mony aghast 
lyA^^P each Itiuk I'lu only a groom 
rrMgl^he billet when 1 was in fAndon, 
^UtA enough 1 was, aeeing how 
'WKicd up I've been It's Stag’s Qrcus 
' and a good show I hi^ie you'U come 
over to ^banton to-mcuiow, Miss Eva, 
tlune'e a jletCotmauce at ni^t, and 
you'll see 'Bowo nding. Miss 
, Xjor^ eao nd(> a Ut 1" 

" Hiss who ? " asked Eva, who, with 
IbekiteheiLdooropea, wasstrainingher 
earttto bear d Mr^Strode wa4 coming 
low femMe, fll be hawoit, 
ftborted Mol Jleity. I've aeen ‘em 
dsTflOsg ih pbkstochmas and raddhog 
their boMSa ehimbawiln pami Bbe-'s 
ito belfter, thtt |i^ ^.be, not 

•he, fay' stfibypadib#!* 


Oain grew angry '‘Yonbo- quite 
v>vong. mo^er,''said be. '^MisslxEtY 
Jb vf^ moeh respeofced She ndes 
her own hi»Be, White Bobm, and has 
appeared before orowned heads She’s 
balled as the Queen of the Arena, and 
IB a thing of beauty " 

said Mis Meiry sharply, 
“ and yon love her Ho ' You that 
told me you loved that heoMo^faoed, 
sinib-noscd Jane Wasp, the daughtai: 
o' that up^'etlmiz Wasp policeman, 

j With hib anty'Ohatrr i, and-’ 

■' f doo't love any ouo," said Cam, 
puUiiig on bis cap, “.indif you talk 
hkt that 111 go " 

“To marry a ciious iidci Nevoi 
enter my doors .igaiu it you do I'le 
got tine cottage and bhy ]K>unds a 
year, inherited fioin tny tathex, to 
leave, lemembi'i ’’ 

“Deal nnrsL, ’ said Evxeoothing]>, 
*' Cam has no uh a of iiMf'snig " 

“ Miss Loiry wouldn’t li i\e mo if 1 
had,” said Cam sadh, though hrs 
blnok eyc'X fiashnl bio, “why, Lord 
Saltais lb attoi hi I ” 

“Whit'’ shrnkeil Mi', Mtir,, 
turning bhai^ily “ Misi Eva’s 
cousin > ” 

^Gaiii looked astonislied “ Is bo 
yonr cousin '* ' ho asked 

“ Yeb, Gam—a distant cousin FTe 
IS the eldest son of Lonl Jpsuii My' 
inothei was the diuiqhtci of the fast 
Eai I Ib be ni Westhaven ^ ” t 
“ Yes, miss He follows the ciiens 
cveiywhrre, fui love of hec ” 

“We don't want to hear about 
those thingseaid Mrs. Merry 
Sbiuply, “ leave your Jjorries and 
rubbish alone, and go and wash in 
my room I'll get the dmnor ready 
soon, and then we can sit tlown for a 
chat *’ 

“ Another buUyiog," grumbled 
Cam, throwing down his eap and 
preparing to take a seat But he 
never did At that moment there 
came a long idinll wfaistlo with several 
modulatioiw bice a bird's note Csw 
vstartedt Hted oodrad his handsome 
head cm qna ddd ' Tha wburtJe wae 
,r8pea^ upon whieh, whhout a word 
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either to his mqtlut 01 Mlsi Strode, 
he dfuhod out ot tbu kttehon 

“Thaiei" SNud. Mrs Mciij, wevitig 
the fork, “ to tre<*t hiH own lawfiu 
ingther in that wa\ - -to s.17 notbipr 
of you. Mira Kva ’ 

He'll oome bock soon,'* ivpLieil 

Eva 

“Oh, ho will, if thoii^s money and 
fooil abmit But hell i^t ncithoi, 
afler in tliat wa\ That mv 

son should Ixrloiig It) ii oncusl Ah, 

I always said Ciuu was bum foi the 
giillows, like bis fatliei ' * 

"Bat \oii iIou’l kuuw il his fathci 

7 t 

" 1 know vvlut 1 know, ’ icplir'd 
Jd.s kJpity with clifriiily, "-whiiJi is 
to ,av, iiotbiti'i Jlnb (iik-- is \,hat 
Gill'S and it\s c/iivtl int: likely 
lu lniii» Inui lo < Topi's I'liil 1 11 hr 
thr wiio ol one liin{<otl iiIclti,’ aiiilrd 
the uM woman with rdisli, "and tho 
mothoT 1)1 anullK r Then my cup cif 
ii'isoij Will be lull rnoii;ih But, 
bloss me, B^n, don't stay heir, 
gcitinf! th.it pti'tli die IS till uipa*i\ 
(do find Maitloi pain ihc cuniiifT* 
joom, anl T'l hiiuir in the diniun as 
rooii ,is 1 iii»« him s\n. inug -foi 
swtai hf wi'l, ii 111 lime" • 
"Ot loiusi he'll aimc," ■« id Jill v 
mip.itieDtly, looking at iki cluck, 
which now indii itod 1i>e iiniiut'' 
past eight, "hp'a a little lati " 

M ca Meny shook Iwir hi .id " lit* 11 
not oomu tie's in the Bml Dee])s, 
lying lace downn^rd m the nnul" 
Kva grew dngry at this peisistenl 
pessiiaisio, but notliinf^shr could sa> 
or do, was able to change Mis Merry's 
opiDion Funding thnt moro talk witli 
the prophet'^ bs only made bei angr,', 
Eva returoed to the boot of the house, 
aud,sittiTig in the drawiog-Tootn, took 
up the last fashionable novel which 
efao had liorroWcd But nirt all the 
talent of the antboz was able to cn-* 
ehaizi her attention She ki pt think¬ 
ing of bet falhei and of the Bm Dr'eps, 
atu korpt also looking at tho elnek 
jtt Was dnwiog to^ nine when she • 
sreui again to th^ Iroiii door, snb- 
B^uently to l4u> 


no sign of Cam ogndng ^' 
book, He had appeared like a ghostr 
and had vonlsbea as one Why tbd*, , 
whisUe ehottld have ma^ hun tum 
pale and take so abrupt » departure, 
Eva was not able to aay. Moreover, 
the uou-atiival of her fi^hcr fully 
oocu^cd Uei attention Hhe could 
not believe that her dreatn vnid as it 
bad been, would prove ftne, and set 
down her neivous fears, which wore 
now hcguiDing to get the uppor hand, 
to Mrs Merry'b chatter ^at old 
woman appealed at her olDow while 
Bhr\ leaned over the gate, looking 
down the load, ^ 

" Ho ain't come," Cloaked Mrs 
Mi ifv " nil SB you, demy, of course 
hi iLiii t 1 know whole hi is, and 
you Bsw him in youi ili.‘a.iii ” 

" Nonsi'Dsu,'' bsid IjVd, and ran out 
on tf) the mail ^ low pooido wore 
P(is<<ing—mobtly village M, nut Eva 
was Will known and no out* was sui- 
pnsed dt < eeiiig hei hatlcss Even if 
an\ our had a\pFQ!>SGd Siiipriso, sbd 
was too anxious bi trouble umcb about 
public opinion 

" Aaioti, slio Obked an old (nan 
who laino tluilging down from tliC 
common, ' did yuu see inv father 
coming alou£^ in a ily'^" 

“ ^Vhy, miss," hiiid \mou Sciatchiug 
hix shock ht.id, " it'b a ntabier of InA « 
VLSI Vince I saw \our father, and 1 
don't lightly know as I'd tell fami 
But I ain't seen notlung but eaits 
this evonirg, a\ and you migtit say « 
hicvcloH “ • 

" No tly * ' 

"Not one, mira. Hood-evcning. 

L dare say youi father will v^dlc, tuun, 
by reason of the hot evening/’ 

This su^siion wai the very re* 
verse of what Mr Shody WoitiM do, 
lie lieing a gentleman ttHodfut of hie 
owocomCort Howevei'iwftiertberustie 
hod depsited, Eva ran up w fsr m > 
the oommofi Tboio was iio sljgn of 
any whfole, so she returued' to the 
cottage. Mrs. Merry mot her at the 
door 

"The dinner spiling,'' raid Mra 
en»aly> "do acme apd cet 
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snuuv Mtaa Etra» abd 1*11 keep Ulq I forgo4 to bring it, so the Head sent 
di&lura hot" ' me on all these ten nute, mi^, at thK 

• Ko, X'U t?ut tiiJI my fatliei comes hour by ^ay of purushment And 1 
u Cain baok?" ain't had no snppei/' added the in- 

** Hot A sign of him i3nt,loL bless juiod j^nth 
you, daaiy, 1 never cxpeoted it, not But Eva did not lujed him She 
mo. He's gone to his circuses, to ivas reading the vrire, Vihicb seed that 

thuk that a son of mine-" Mi Btiode had postponed his depait- 

But'the gill was in no humour to ure fzom town till the mutiow, and 
heai tho laiAcntatiops of Mrs Meiry would then bo down hv niicL-Jay 
over the decay of her family, and “ There’s no leply," said Bva cuitly, 

retiunHd to tlie thawing loom Theit and went to the kitchi'ii for the dftli 
she sat down Ilgam and began to lead time that evening. The iiicsaengfi 
—Mir tiy to hoy giutnbled at not gotting a sluUing 

Mrs Meny came m at half past foi bis tiouhlc, quite loigotlmg that 
^mtae, Olid biought a cup of tea, with the lute arrival of Uie wne was duo to 
a slicd of toast ISva diank the >a, his own caroleasness ITc banged the 
but dechncil the toast, and tlv old fiont gate tuigiily, and sboilly lodc, 
womaxi ictiiid angiilv, to remove the | olt on his ied-p,uuted biovele 
Spoilt dinner Then Eva pU>td a ‘ My falbei’s cuiiuug to nioirow,’ 
gaiiiOrOf intienee, and at ten throw | said Jjva, slmwing tho teb^iam 
down tho calds m despair The non- > Mri Men) toad it, and gi^M hiij 
onival of her fitliei, ooupkd with hm tho pinK piper "Let them bclievt 
dream, made hex FssdesB and uneasy it as duu'i believe,” said slic,, " Ifji 
"Iwish Allen would letum,'* she «>aid hell not eonie ” 
aloud But Alien ncvci appealed, “ But the wuo i<4 sjgnefl bv biuiself, 
tdbhougn by now be had ample iinio )ou stupid woman,’ said Vl^a 
to lOitch the Bed I>eepb and to retuiu " Well and good,' said Mi'^ Mdiv, 
therefrom Jt was m Evvs mind to “but dnsims aie diiuiM-, wlntcvc^i 
goto Mr Hills bun*-o, wLibli was at you inav say, deaiv Yom pa wai 
the fmtJiti cud of Waigrove viUago, cofning before and put il oil now 
but a lumdful thought of Mi HiU's put it oU again, and — ’ 

}okes, which vvcie usually iriilating, “ Then you bilievc ho sent ibe vvue 
made her hesitate She tbeieforo Thcio, there, 1 know you will conti t- 
went hack to tho lorchen, and tgmke diet me,” said Miss Stiode ctussly, 
to Mrs Meny, w'ho was croonmg “ I’m gning to bod ” • 

ovei the ftie " You’ll bo woke up suon,” cried 

“ What aro you douig 7 ” she asked Mrs Many after her, “ them 

SQgppiahlv, toL her nerves, pool girl, knocks-' 

weru worn thm by this time Eva heard *no more She went 

“Tin waitmg foi the bodyi” said to hei loom, and, weaned out by 
Mrs Many grimly waiting and anxiety, lotured speedily 

Eva liit bar hp to keep down her to bod Mrs Meny icmained seated 
anger, and mnined to tho drawing- boforo the kitchen Uro, and even whan 
toom, whein bhe wahdcied hopelessly twelva struck sho did not move The 
up and down Whde btiuining her stnlong of tho dock woke Eva She 
ears she hoard footsteps and rau to sat up half asleep, but was speedily 
the d^r It pioved to be a telcgtaph. wide awake heeid iootsti ps, 

boyi *dasty breathless Bva and hstened biaathlessly A shi^ 

so^hed tba Vnio bom him. al- knock osmo to the front door Then 
though she <nie surprised at ita late four soft knocks. With a cry she 
amval As idta oponad the envelc^, .^ang from her bad, aud r^ to the 
the hoy ezj^bluned hSedlaealy— door. Mite. Many met her, and kept 

coiAe at foW' be said, ** and htf book 

I ^ r 
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Tbi*yVebrauf;hthimhoii]6,iiURa,'' similitudo of obuicli Ou ilioBO 
•ho «aitl *' the <ib%aiu’s come txup " fn aka and fivn< loa Mi Tlill spAit a 

good deil of money, and the leaulti* 
^aa an 6ll\ podnda tit baildings, * 
GTT A P T TCR IV lOinbliwl togt.tl<er without ihvuu or 

loaoon Such a mansion —it oonld 
UTaiEAY be called bo —might eaist in a night* 

inaiB, bnt only Mr Efill ouuTd hive 
Mk Htrjj'j honm at the far end of tiaiiblatoti it into tact WithiA and 
tb«» village was an eoccntiic building without, the place was aff oTarapV ol 

Oiiginally it lud licoii a libouim'a muiij uoudb it illu^tiabd perfeotly 

cottage, and stood by a stone- the uiind ol its aichituft and owtiei 

thiow away from the oiookeil hiijliw ay Allen s fatlier wa*» a biiiall, delicate, 

which hisocted WaigiuNe 'On damtj litlle man with a largo head 
,iiliving in the iicighbomhood <-01110 and v loigo voice, whielt honiimd liko 
twenU fi\e^caisbeloie, Air Hill liad a gong win 11 ho was augiy The ^ 
bought tlio (oHago and Inn actos 01 man's held waa cUvei and he had a 
^inrl aioniid Thi'se hi enclosed with fine fu»eb(<jil, liut thria was n htreak 
a IngU Witll ut <iil liuck, and then set ot mothLC'^s lu Inni, whicli led him to 
t>\.riiktotuinthMCottiigeintoaiiiact' iiidiilge hiniM'Jl in whatever mood 
"uni Ajbi* was Ills own ucliiti'ct the oimc. uppeimost Huebd not rsgtolse 
O'^ulLwasastTang( ininglnigol stales the lct,t self ooiiirol,am1 e^peoled all 
The original cottiigc iciu iiued uiULh around Jiim to givo w v> to bis whims, 
is it was, with a thaUheif lool and whieh wuie many and not aUvavs 
wlulB'vashod wall*. Dut to the left, agieciible Some one oalled Mi EIill 
lose a iciund towi 1 huiJt quite ni the brownie, and he wvb not unlike the 
inediaval st^le, to bhe tight <-tiLtchcd pntines of tha rpicer iiico oi elves 
a two sUituy ruansion with orn I win- | llis Ixid} nas dnp^lv enough, hnI as 
dows, a t( ij ICC aiidTudrn hiiltti uit nis | his hgs wetc thin and. alightly 
\t tho Ijiick of tlii<-, tlie Imildiiig I twiBtud, llnsc. with his huge heaa, 
sutldenlj chingcdto l bungalow wi^h > gave him a sti iiigi uppoaianfa^ IJis 
a tiupical virandib, and the loaiid I f<ioc' s\as clean-shdVin, pmk and 
tuiiii stood at the endol a t.inge of 1 white, wnth no wnnkles JTe had a 
building*! built 111 the [{.oinan faslnon hAdiii.jt ill} foiiued mouth and a set of 
witlt sliaui iziaihie pill iis, and jiioksic -pn odicl ttoth Ills fan bair, blightly 
onotnsted walls vVithin, the house —vi ^ v Klightly—sticaked with grey^ 
was uqudll} cccenliic There was a be woio long, and had a trick 
Spanish patio, tuimd, foi the ml 0 01 pas:>ing Iim ii lud through it whi u he 
the eliinate, into a aiutor gaidon and thought hr hud said anything elevq^ 
roofed with glase The diniug looin U 11 binds woie drh<At<‘—rciiJ artistio 
was laoobeau, tlie diawing tooui was hands—but his feet wcin large and 
fiiinished in the Tjouib QuatoizuBCyle, ilL-foiiurd 11c strove always to hide 
Ml HtU's libiac} was quite an old these hy wearing wide trouaetb 
Englibh loom with casoments and a Both in wintei and buminor bo wma 
low roof Tlicie wcir many bedrooms a brown velvet cout and white serge 
budt in the sevcio graorful Gruok. trouaers, Ao waistcoat, and a triUw 
• lashioh, a Inigo niatble awimmiug- shirt with a waist^liaod of some 
J bath after the ancient Aoman tjpe, gaudy Eastern sluft bparkung with 
” and Mr Hill posse«*’idd a Japanese I gold thread and raiubow htius. When, 
room, all bmuboo fiuniture and ' he went out, he wore a utraw hat 
quaintly piotuied walls, for bia mom with a gigantic bnin, and ns be was 
mvolous moods# EmsUy thf>re was , eonadetably under the mdiiiary 
the music-room witb a great organ, height, be looked strange m this 
and this room was n^e 10 the headg^ But hovreveu queot his 
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htki'e been ui the daythaot 
at m^t Ml Plill was atwn>yit 
/ocoufately attired in ovuuuk dieBBul 
the IfJtMi out. and ajipeared a quiet, 
it Oomenthat odd, Euglwh geatlemuD 
33xSs sfinu^e creaturo lived on hia 
eniotumB, One day be vroidd be all 
gaiety and miiib, tJie lu-ct raonuug 
Would SCO hitu silent and sad At 
^tuoee ha pliTyed the oigan, the pianp, 
violm, agam ho would tiUca to 
painting, then be would wiite poez&B, 
and anon li»i mood would change to 
a Teligioh*! one Not that be was 
truly icIigiouB Be uae a Theo- 
Bopbwt, a Spuiticibst, soroetifue«< a 
Jtoman GatboJie, and at tinie» a 
follower of Cjilvin LjIoI^ he fantud 
that ho would like to be a Naddhist. 
IIiB libr,ii ^, aUigo one, was composed 
ol vonons liooks bought in diflcreut 
moodB, which lUubtralcd—bke bis 
bouse - tbo quHt r luinhled mind of ilie 
man Yet with ml lua eocentricity 
Ml Hill was lat from being mad 
Tie was clo' or at a h iigam, aud took 
good oaio of tbo wealth, whioh ho 
E<id mheiiU'd from bn fathm, who 
bad bucu a stookbiokei \t tinies 
Ml. Hill could Lulk clb^Lily and in 
' a businesslike way, at otheia, he 
wot all fantasy and vague droaiUB 
AHomUici an imtating oroatuie 
Poome said Uioy wondoced how Mis 
HUr could put up with suob a 
diaageling m the houHO. 

TliJl put up with it^ though 
the genorol public did not know this 
-s4lnnp^ for the ^ake of Allen, whom 
she adored It wah Plrango that 
Allen, Mlt, stalwait, practical, and 
quiei, with a steadfast mmd and au 
open natqm, sbotild ho the eon of tho 
creature ho railed hither 
But the jemog mab was m every aay 
hie motb^B sou Mzb Hdl was talk 
lean, and qrttei in mannet Libe Mia 
Arerry, she tiaualliy wore hlaek, and 
she itarvM oitenily about the bouse, 
newr q^eaidna, unfeBB she wse Bpoken 
to, Ongf3iai& aba bad been a unght 
gnl. but UMniege wnCh Urn brownie 
bad aobeted nir* , Pevetal tunes 
dnxmg her hfb wae 


on the poi&t of leatiDg Hill, thudung 
she bw mamed a madman, but 
when Alien v.u9 bom, Mrs £Eill 
resolved to endure her lot for the 
Bidce of the boy BiU bad the money, 
and would not allow the oontrol of it 
to pass out of hiB hands Mis HiU 
had oome to^ him oa a pauper, tho 
daugliter of an aiistooiabc eoamp 
who had gambled away a foitime 
Therefore, so that Allen might inhei it 
biB father s wealth, wiuoh wod 
considdrable, tho poor woman bore 
with hei etrongc' husbaiuJ Not that 
UiU was unkind He was simply 
sclbsh, emolional, exacting, and 
irritating Mrs Kill nevei mtciforod 
with his whims, knowing liom oxi 
pctienco that inti^rferenru would be 
useless Sh»^ was a cyjilioi in the 
house and left fveivkhijig to hei 
husband Hill looke.L ultei tbo 
seivants, ailanded ibe lueJo, ordered 
the noutme, .ind danced iliioLigli life 
like an induBtiious biititeidy 

As to Allen, he hdd suei dily fuand 
ihat such a bfo was unltenjrable, and 
for the most part loinain.d .iway 
Ho had c.iiK goni‘ tt> , 1 . public i,chonl, 
and had left it lot i oUiege, the n he 
j l^iid btudied III Luadon to bt. an 
engineer and took tho hist oppor¬ 
tunity to piocnie work be'voud the 
seas lie wiote eoobtantl'y to bis 
mother, but haidly overcorronponded 
with his fabhei When he came to 
Blngland he stopped atThe Arabian 
Nights' —io the jumbled house was 
oddly named by its odd owner—hut 
alwaysi he bad gone away iq a month 
On this occasion tlio meeting with 
Bva kept him m Waigiove, and ho 
wiahed to be euie of her fethei’s 
oouBont to the match before be went 
hack to South Amenoa Meantiiae 
Jus partner earned on the business m 
Oueoo Ux HtH was not ill pleased 
that Allen ahoidd etop, as he was 
really food of his son m bu own 
selfish way Also he am^oved of 
the eogageniBot to Bva, for whose 
beauty he had a great adnuntum 
On the motnms aftei Mr Blrode'b 
eapeosed amyal, ^ throo people who 
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dwelt m '* ^e Arabian Nigbta ” ware 
seated in Jaooboaiii diDiDg>i.ooiii 
Mr HiH, in Mb invariable brown 
velvet oottt with a rose m liia button 
bole and a shining moruiog face, 
waa devoutuig pdtt-w-fote-grtiA sand¬ 
wiches, and drakinn claret At times 
ho took a regular EDf^iBh ogg-snd- 
haoon, oofTeo ami maimalRde bieak- 
fest, hut he 1 aned hte meals as much 
as he did Ms amusomt^ats One 
moruing, bn'ad and imlk tho 
next he would imitj,lie Dani<^I 
and his fijends to tlie extent ot 
living oil pulse lod svater, then a 
Oontmontdl roll and coliee would 
appeal to him , and linallv. as on tho 
piesent occasion he would udb viands 
inoio sulk'd to a luncheon than to a 
biUiil.f‘<^L How evil, on this cspocul 
morning he ouuiiuncod UiaG ho was 
m L ini> Uul mood, in«l intoiidcil to 
coiuposo diiFim; ihu d i} 

*' TUi'icfure, ‘ said Mi Kill, eipuing 
his cluiQt ind trifling with his sand- 
wichnn, “tho stomach must not 1 k> 
Ixihn with food This," he touclud 
the saiiiLi icL's, “is nomishuieiit to 
bustun 'no, itniing the '^ttugglo with 
mclod\, L id I ho '>ini is of a doluati' 
i.lun natiiif* which Tuakctli the lioa^b 
glad wit holts Mailing to the \ich of 
mtuMcatiijq Huigundy, 1 gisnb you, 
IS too hCivy Ohanipigiie might do 
muoh to raise the airy laiicy, hnt T 
bi'lievh m riaieb, wluch makes blood, 
and the Mam duiing tlie agonies of 
ooiii^ailiOJi mods a placid flow of 
Mood' 

Mis Hill smiled w^oiily at tins 
spicch and weut on calling She end 
alli'u were engaged m disposing of a 
regular iiiiiglisb ineal, but neither 
seemed to enjoy the fo^ Mis Hill, 
Ailent and unemotional, ato like one 
who needs food to live, and not as 
tbongh she caicd fm the victuals 
xMlou looked pala and haggardt His 
face was wlutc, aud U *ia wore daifc 
circles uudcL hu eyes as though 1 ih 
had nob slept 

“ late homsi'' sai(| his fathor, star¬ 
ing at him shiow^y, *' did T not hear 
you oeme lA at two o’okxdCf AUan 7 “ 


“ 5eB,sir," Aneh always addmssed 
his parsnb in this stiff fashinQ. **I 
was unavoidably late ' \ 

Mt« Hill oast an anxious look at 
his faco, and her husband hniabod bis 
claret before making any reply Then 
ho spoke, folding up Ms oaphiii as be 
did BO “W'hcn I gave you a ^latch¬ 
key," Bud Mr Hill in his deop, rich 
vouo, “ t did nob expect it to be used 
after midmglit Flvon the gayest of 
young Dion should ho in hod before 
bhai unholy hom," 

“I wasn't >eTyr gay," ediil Allen 
listlessly, “ the foot in, father, T 
bprained my ankle last ni^t four ^ 
miles away’’ 

'* Tn what iliceotion ? " 

“ Tlio W( bUiavQu ducobion 1 wm 
] going to tliu Ited Dorps, and while 
I going I tvM'itod mv nnklo I Mv on 
I tho inuoi —1 was bait wa> actons 
I alien i fell — foi a long tunc wsitaiig 
I foi help As none name, I Tiiausgen 
I to crawl homo, ami so reacliod heio 
I ac two I caino on sJ) fouis" 

I ' Iluniph,'* said Hill, “ it'n lucky 
; Wasp liiiin t son sou \\itb Ms Ideas 
, ot dut> he would bivo iiin you m for 
I being diuok ” 

“ J think I coul'l liavo convnicod 
Wa-ip tu Uio coTitiary," said Allen 
diyly , “ in\ motLinr liathed my onkle, 
and It IS t asioi th)S n otumg " 

‘ but voii tiliould nob have come 
down to iHoakfobl," said Mm Hill 
“ ft would have pot my fathsi out, 
had 1 nub come, inolbor " 

' Quih so," saiil hlr. JTill, " 1 asi 
gUd to heoi that you tty to beliavo as 
a son 1 Insides self-denial poHlti£4 a 
Dion," added Mi HiU, who never 
deniod I imself anythiD,' “ tJtrangCi 
Alien, I did not notico bbat yuu 
lunpod—«Qd 1 am anolNorvant mao " 

“ 1 won Beated here bafoio you 
came dovm," bn bon leninided Mm 
“True/ said Mr Hill, tismg; “it 
II* one of my Mte mormnga f vms 
dreaming of an opera, i mtand, 
Allen, to omnpose an opeia Soeeha- 
nsBo," tliUB ho adihoAed Mis Kdl, 
who was called tdain Sarah, "do you 
hear?. I mtend toinusortaluernyBolt" 
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'* \ taoftr/' said Saoohanssa, quite 
inunoTcd She had hcaid before, of 
•* tbwa sobemoe to immortalise Mi Hill 
**J shall call my opera ‘(Gwen¬ 
doline,* " said All llUl, passiDi; his 
hand thinn^ his Lair “ it will ho 
a 'Welsh opera T don't think an\ 
one evti composed a Welbh 
Opel a. Alien " 

“1 can’t ball one to noind, sir," smd 
Allen, his e\GS on bis plate 

“ The opimiii^ Lhoius,” be»an AEr 
Hill, full of bih till int, “ will bo —" 

'* One ‘ momimt, su, inlr»rruptod 
Alien, who was not in the moou lor 
‘ this triflini', “J wntit to .isk yt a 
quesbioifi " 

"No' no* no* Yon will dib'uih 
Uie cuiioiic of mv thou'ihts Wmihl 
von ha\o the woikl lose a 'iiasti rpic cg, 
Alice’” 

" It IS A \p\y simple ijnostioii an 
Will ton see Ml Slioile h»-diiy ' ’ 

ITiU, who was Inokinj! out of the 
window and humming a tlicmc foi 
bis upoiiing choiiis, tuiiiid slnrpl) 
OcilaiMly not 1 am occuined ” 
"Mr S'lode »*» jour oldosl and 
host fnend,” UTf;eil Allen 

"EEe li.m prosed that by taking 
monen fiont me,” said Hill, with a 
deep laugh "AAht should I seu 
him f '• 

*' 1 want YOU to put in a good woid 
for mo and E-va Of i nmee,” Allen 
raieeil hia e>ca sbiuptly and looked 
t duetily at his latbii * ^ou expoctod 
to sec bun ^his morning’" 

* * " No, I didn't,’ hnapporl the com- 
poeer "tit)ode anrl I w'ere filends 
at school and colUgo, ceitainl}. but 
we met larely in afh i life The last 
time 1 saw him wne when he hi ought 
hia wifu down huie " 

"Poor Tjad> Jane,’ sighed Mrs 
HtU who was seated with folded 
hands 

" You may well say that, Socchat issa 

Slie'vras wedded lo a clown-’’ 

"I thoa|^tMi> Btrorlr was a olevei 
and eultnzed man,” said Allen dryly 
"He ^ould*havo been,' noid Mr * 
Hill, waving hiB hand and tueii sttok- 
nig it into fneafli td his shirt " I 


did my best to form him But flowers 
will not glow in clay, and Stiode was 
made of stodgy clay A poor creature, 
and 1 eiy quanelsome *' 

"That doesn’t sound hke stodgy 
clay, 811 " 

"IIo \aned, Allen, he vaiieil At 
times the iriynoital hio he boned in 
his imfruitfnl soil would leap out at 
my behest, but lor the most part 
Stiode was an uncultoied yokel 
The lambent llauio of in> fancy, my 
othcieal fancy, playud on the mass 
hjiTulcsslv, oi with small lusiilt T 
could not submit to be hound e>en by 
fn^nilship to such a rlod, so I got rid 
ot Stiode And how did f do it ’ 1 

lent hnn two thousand pounds, and 
not bonig able to it.pav it, sb.uno 
kept him awiiy CliCcjp it the piio 
-tbeip if liio pnei' \llon, how 
docs tint, theme strike yon for ,in 
opuiiinu ehoius ot Diiiids —iTifultiu 
UiuidM, Ilf coiu'-c’ Thu scone is at 
\ngles( iL-’ 

‘ Wait, fatliei Yon hinted Hie 
othc luoiuing tbiit Mr tilludn would 
ucvei come back to Wiripovc 

" Did I said All JJill in uu aiJ\ 
inaiiin i, " i loiget ’ 

• " \Vluit giouii Is had you lo say 
iihat ’ ” 

“ iiroiinds —oh, my deai Allen, aie 
you so commonplace as to demand 
gr ounds ? f forgot my ti am of thought 
lust then—the tauey has vaitished 
out L am suie that my giounda were 
such as yon would not understand 
Why do you ask’ ” 

" I may as well bo trank,” began 
xMlen, when his lathei stopped him 
“ No It is BO obrious to be hank 
And to-rUy I am man enigmatic mood 
—^musK 13 an enigma, and tlictofoie 
1 wish tio be myateiious ” 

" I may os well be frank,” repeated 
xMlen doggedly, and dog^dness was 
the only way lo meet such a tnfler as 
Mr Hill " 1 saw Eva last night, and 
she lelated a dream she had ” 

"Ah'” Mr Hill semn round vivsr 
cionsly—" BOW 'ran tiuk sense I love 
ttie psyohie A dream' Con Eva 
dream ?—sooh a matter-of-fact girl ^ 


MYSTERY 




“ Indd6d sbo’a no suoli ^og, au," 
stud the indignant lover 
" Paidon You arp not a reader 
of chwaolieK ai T am Eva titiode at 
{ffpsent poBteBaea }outh, to covei a 
commonplace soul When afae gete 
old and the soul works Ihiougb the 
mask of the face, ehe willbetiioommun- 
loukmg woman like >oiit itiotiu i " 
‘'OhI” Slid Allen, at this double 
insult But Mis Tfill laid Lei band 
on bis Aiui, Olid Ihu touch quuituned 
him 1 c was Useless to be angry with 
‘O iiri'spotisiblL'ii oif’Oiturt as Ml Hill 
"1 niiiet toll ynu the dieain,'’ baid. 
iVllou with an efloit, “.uul tb^n >ou 
L 111 t"df>e if Tiir L Is whil >ou bay ’ 

, “ I %.ut foi ihi inciio, lephed AIi 

IllU W >MIlg IjIS iLllO iiiiilv, " hUL It 

w.Il .lilt altii J>i> oiuiiirrii Sill is 
foTj^iiotip] »'i, Ihat Is \Nbv 1 ro 

oiu r Lii’iigi lut III You in corumoii 
pllLO llsrj- ^Ull I iLi lifter yOLlI 
niotlui ' 

Mis Hill rose qinta luidistuibed 
“T hid lii'tti t ito. bill biiui 

bll 111 * lu^ Sii'< liriiiissa, Seal 
Ildl at.if jii'ialv, " to-iL'\ riiiii music 
mood i on i hultcifli "Viu (>nlinb 
mt Ijifi* 'Mth iiie tJLUst be si'o'hijii. 
this dm, hjl you me i lipaIuk' 
gluoni ' 

" \V 111 • riiocncui, uiuthei ’ said 
oalcluTig Mm Hills band as 
sht inoviMquietly tothedooi, ‘Iwant 
you tip bear Eva’b dream ' 

"Which ctrtainlj Mill not heuoith 
h^tcniug to, saidthuhuttojftv Allen 
passed o\ei this Insb piece of in^o- 
Jeiico, diihrmgh h« socrrtly wondfliciL 
how his mother took bUih talk oilinJv 
Ho icLouiiled the dri am in drt.iil 
" So 1 went tu theReil I)e«.ps at P.va s 
lequcsl" he fiiuslied, "to S(.*e if bci 
dieiun was tiue i urvei thought it 
would bt, of LoiiTbP, but [ went to 
pacify hoi Hut whon ^ lelt the lood 
(o take a aboit opt to the Bed Deepe. 
aliout fpui links from Wargiovc, t 
twisU d iny uikle, as 1 imid, anil oltet 
waiting Cl awled home, to arrive hei e 
at two o'clock ’* 

' Wh\ do you tell&ie this dieam — 
which lbjnteieabn^t 1 admit?aek^ 


. Ml Bill irntably, and with a mthei 
' dark face 

I " Because you said that Mt Sfctodc^, 
j would never come liome EyVa 
I dream hinted at tho eame tbmg Why 

did you-■' , 

I " Oh, that's it, IS 111 ? " said Ml Ililb 
I bitting down with a biuile 'M will 
I endeavour to ncall niy moc^ when 1 
• tapokc ” He thought foi aluw minutes, 
then toached his fotehead "The 
uinoii taps In le,” bald he playfully 
"Allen, my son, you don't know 
Strode, 1 do A tiucuhtft tufhan, 
dcteiimtied to have moncj at any 

COfat ’ ' ' 

' 1 always lioaid he wav a polished 
gp]itk*inaii,'' objected VUen 

" Ob, quite bo Tho pnhlic school 
life and unnitsity polish gave Imu 
Uiaiincrs foi hociuIv 1 don’t jiltiiv 
that Jlut wLi II >uii bfiMtchoil tho 
bkiii, the swaslibuckk i biokc out Do 
you know how he ccino to lose hib 
rght hand, Mk'n 1 < ould toll 

vuu that, hut tho sLoi y le too long, and 
my hium is not in its hteiat v vein this 
fkiy Lt r could uiiif; it, I would, hut 
tl'c thtni''IS piosaic Well, to c onie 
tu the point, k'lnn, Btroile, though a 
f>i uilr III in, IS a bWKbhtiicklei (>ut 
111 Afiioa lie has hi en uymq Ui make 
mun<\, uid ha> rlurie bo at rliii cost 
of making cnuiuiu > " 

' Wlio told yo’i so >" 

" Lot me Boe- oh hn Utwyci, who 
Is also mine iu fait, 1 introduced 
I Inni to Mask, my bolicitot T went op 
1 a few umntlib ago io see Mask about 
I some bn .mess, and asked aitei htTiide, 
for though tliu man la a baron of tlm 
middle ai^es and a lulhan, ettU ho la 
luy irieiid Mask told iim vhat Sli ode 
teas making money atuf encrniea at 
tho same timo When you lufoimed 
me, Allen, that Btiudo was coming 
home in tlio Dunoon CaHh , and that 
he had ainvcd at Southampton, t 
I thought Bomo of Lib QiiriDjes nbght 
! have followed l^im, aiid might have 
him arteebed foi Bv/indnng In that 
.case, he certainly would nut amve " 

“ But how do you know ttiat Mr 
Slroda would BwipdlB 7 '* 
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h6 WAb a man with no 
moral prhiciplnfa/ lottaled Mr HiU, 
• ** your motbi r hrru will tell you Idle 
tame '* 

did not like Mr Strode,” said 
tlil^ealmly. "he was not what 
[ oall a good im^n Eva takes after 
Lady J.ino, n ho was always a delight¬ 
ful friend to me I was glad to hear 
you weie tngaged to the dear girl, 
Allen/' hlio added, and patted his 
hand. 

“ It IB sUange that \our observation 
and Eva's dri'oia should agree ' 

“ Faidim me,' said Hill, nsmg 
brisk]“they do not agico 1 «*g- 

S itod inst now that Stiorlc mighj 1» 
lowetl bj Jii«» Cape Town enei'oes 
and ans'iied for swindling Eva 
droanied tluit hu was doail ” 

^'yiion von don’t aferre 'vith hoi 
dream **" asknd Allen, pu//Ii'd 
“ Intere-itirig, T .vdinit. hnt—oh no " 
--rHill shiugged his bhouldeis— 
“ Sti odo f. an look aftei luiijisolf. Wbo- 
soevei IS killed, he will be ^afe enough 
1 nevei knew a man insKessod of such 
mfomal ingonuitv Well, aie -vuii 
satislled > If not, ask me more, and 
I'll eTplaiii what 1 can xMi, the 
way, thoic’s Wajp comnig np the 
gaiwn “ Hill thii w open the winduw 
and huih^d lh>* polioe man “ 1 askeil 
'V9^asp to come and sec me, Allen, 
whenever ho hod an mtorcsting ease 
to repoit I intend to wiite a volume 
Db the physiology of the critninal 
ula^'Wai l*ioh,i!]lv Wasp, wishing to 
eaij an honest penny, has tome to 
teil me some p,dtiv ciiuie not woith 
expocdingfive shillings ono-^that's hih 
pnon j\xi, \Vas)ii what is it 7 " 

The potivemau, a stout littlo man, 
saluted “ Death, sir “ 

"How mtoxesung,'' said Mr HiU, 
rubbing his hands “this is indeed 
news worth five ahillin^. Death?” 
“ Mutdat.^* 

Aileo rdw and looked wide-eyed at 
the pobeeman. "Mr lode ** 
**VeB,<8tr Mr.Slaroile Murdered 
—dead at the Aed Deeps " 
4'jhoe dowQWfpd in the mod 7“ 
Wl^j^ted Aileia ^ (Atr the dresok-» 


the dream I ” and he sank bask in his 
chair quite overwhelmed 

“You seem to know all about it, 
Mr. Allen,” said Wasp, with sudden 
euspioion 

CHAl'TEK V 

A STR>N<>F. liOHB 

W4SF was a bnlk^ little man with a 
great opinion of his own impoitance 
In early y-ais he had b'*oii in the 
atniy, ,xna. th<*ie, IimI inibibod stem 
ideas ot duty &boit1> affoi joimng 
the police fori’e he was simt to Wai- 
grove, and, with sn uiideilmg, looked 
aitoi the villjne and xlia simoiindiiig 
disiiicl Mh 11 It'd while young, he 
now possessed a lanitly ol ten, wlio 
dwelt with Mrs \\ i*>pin a spjoli. aud- 
bpxn liOU,e DU tiu vetge o£ the oom- 
iiiou Ijvei'vlhtUL' aliont iisp's hou'ic. 
wa-, spotless The liiU*> poluoinan 
hail dtilUd his wife mi thuioiigbly, 
that ,ht ppiftinnod herdiitii's inipiiio 
a mibiaiy way, ,iih 1 ihoughi \Visp 
th** gib iti'st ol moil itieuLalh, what- 
cvei Ue max have hen, jilivsieslly 
The ton rhildii''ii wtan dl jo Hidlod to 
pcifpotion, and Ufo in ihu small houso 
wns londuolod on ganison lines 
Thu fauiilv woke lariv to the bound 
ot the bi.igV', and tetued to lioil when 
“ Jjights out Was sounded It was 
quito a model lioubehold, especially as 
on Sunday Wa^p, a fervid ohtiruh- 
mau, walki d at the head of his ohve- 
bianchcs with Mrs Wasp to St 
Voter's chuitli 

The pay was not very latge, bnt 
Wasp managed to make money in 
many ways Ijately Jm bad teen 
earning stray otowns frwn Mii Hill 
by detaibng any case wbioh ha 
iTOUght likely to interest his patron 
TJithorto these hail beoa oonoerbed 
wifli thieving and drunkenness and , 
pCMiiihi&g—things which Mr Hill did 
not ean about But on this oeea- 
SionWasp ooma to “The Arahjaa 
Ni s' s wallmg with lo^ortance, 
knowing th4t bl had a most exciting 
(riKMV to tail. Ho "Was thoreforo not 
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at all plf'JAed when Allen, go to j might bavo been AUon, I vipjEtOso 
apeak, took the iKordg out of his you \n11 teiuain witlim and iiurae 
official mouth Hib* red tdce greiw your foot" ^ 

ipdder than 6^eT, and be diew up his “ No," sdiil Mien ribing painfully 
bcrft bttio iiguie to its full height, | “ E must geo hlra " 
wliioh was not much ' “ You S(>om to "Have >00 hurt your fopt, sur?'* 
kuow all about it, Mr Allen," said asked Wasp, who was piling pai* 
Wasp taitlv . ticulai attention to Allen 

"it 18 ccitiinly strange tliat Miss "Yes [ siiiained it last night," 
Btrode Blioiild dir‘.\in as sno did," s.ud Vll^n ehoitl} * 

biid Jill], who had tinned a tilde I ‘ Wheie, miy I ask, sii" 
pale, ‘ wliat do jou tl.ink, Raeiba- “On Ohilvers Common " 
ribsa** ' I "fJo!" Wasp stioked a feiocious 

Mis TIiII quotisl fioin hi r Ans moubtache b^ wote bu tbif sako of 
bands favomilu poet ‘“Then aie j impies-mg eiil-doeis, “that's iieai 
moio ttuiu'', in heaven and tdith—’ the Ited Detps ’’ " » 

•riii'ts p/ieti^, we W'kut sens,*,' | " About a mile from the Red Deeps, 

«,aiil rjliLi lilt nupting t^otily, "ni) , 1 h'lievu ' sud Mien, ti^iug to easu 
ituis’t nioml Lis been binishMl b^ Ibi pain of bis foot b\ testing il 
tbii lusss I no A Leel thit E ,ini "And wliat wuie >oli doing tbeie, 

I (ji,al ti l« mg 'I \ jdoeq Mli ti ' nia^ Task sii , 

litti'iloibb I iin idittiiivi until th, I Tins timi it was not Alien who 10- 
mind'ui v)l i.i\ tut ml Struik H m pbod, hut Ins niothei The laigc, 
ttiedoik WIeii w the tinn1r.1l,' , it an woman suddenly Aushfd and but 
\ilded Hill tii’iiiOf^ to till polici.'ii,iM, [ stolid ficu hi came alive with angui 
“th.it EmIV s<v liiiij *" j Sbf ItiMied on the hUli* man -wc.il 

"1,0 one 1 now. »\iio did it, -.it,’ ' n.iuied Wjsp fiom liiS innddlesoitie 
-.lul \N. sp, (\i mg lllin sii-,pii.'oii,.lv ili-posiliun and dectiio to ating when 
"\\h.ii >M llu {.iifUJii'-luim, “ be coiiM -and steuied Iikr a ligUHS 
itfi Alli n vo'i -.on lieu, '■unis j piobitiiig liei oub ‘ ^\hv Uu ^ou 
to know all ilifjiil tbeni," slid A\ .1 jP ask' ' sht deuiaudeil " do you hmt 

Villtv that my son liis auyUiiiig to do with 

Alii n, who was i. stiii,i Ins bi ad on clus m ith i ’ ' 
the "hiU. '■lotli of th« tilile, luoked , ‘ No, f don t, ma iin,' leplied , 

up slowlv His face seemed old and W ts]i IoIuIIyp ‘ hut Mi \llon talked 

iiDin*and the dark ciiclf‘s undei hia of tlu» coip Ix-'ing found fiicc duwn- 

eyes were mine niurkud than evti wdid in lb» uiud Wc ibd find 11 so 

"Didn't Mi-s rttrodi tell you hei - kiifltways tbim as found the deivd, 

dieam, ^^'^sphi askod s.iw u that way ITow did Mj 

Tlie poliu man snoited * E ve gut M-” 

too luuiU to do in connootiun with | "The dieam, ni\ good Wasp," ju- 
ihis else to think of them rubbishy , h rjxisod Uill augiily " Mih-, iStiodi* 
thingfa, sii, wud he, ‘Mis Meiry , drenmod a dientn two flights ago, and 
dill say Biiiuething. now you uioution I thought she saw her fathei dead ui' 
it Rut bow s a man woku up to I the Rod Doepa, fauc downwArd bhn 
dooty at one in the morning to listen alsohcaid a laugh—but that’s a detail 

to dreams?" of the diuani botpre 

“Were yon woke s>t one o'clock, yon came It is strange it should be 
Wasp?" asked Mi Hill, satiling vended so aoou and so tiuly f begui 
himself luxunously, " tell m* the do- to think that Mus Strode has ima^nOF* 
tails, and then J wilJ go with you to t'on afterall Without unaginuboa/' 
bee Mies Stiode ai^ the retnaias of added the little man iRiEuesstyely, 
one, whom f always nmarded as s "no ono can dream T speak on tho 

friend, whatoyer hn sbortcomings authonty of Coleiidge, a poet," he 
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ifttyinglT on ibe three—** of 
wboiu yon probably know nothing ” 

* ‘']?0et9 ain't in the com:/' said 

“and touching Mi Allen-” 

The yonoger anginect stood up for 
htmeelf “ u v sioiy is shoi t/' ho said, 
“ end yon may not behove it, Wasp ’ 
“Why ahonldnt I’” demanded 
the pdhoeman very subpioioitfily 
Alton shrugged his shmiUlcts 
“ You have not imagioalion onoogh, 
he answeied, CLrp}iii}i lus father, “ it 
aooms to mo that you hcheve 1 am 
oOnoetitcAl in thi^ iiidttot ’ 

“ Tbcic ain't no uei^ to inorimmab* 
youiscif. sir " 

“Spajo mo iiho wainiug T am ni 
going to do so If ^ou want lo knovt 
trutli it is this Miss Strode 
dreamed the ntber right that lui 
fath^ vrah lying dond in the Kcd 
lleepa Aflci \am1y nudravonrnig 
to laugh hci out ot the lielu'f tli.it 
iho dream was tiuc, 1 went lail u glit 
to the Aed l>ecps to convititjo hoi that 
an vas well I stiTirk aiiuss the* 
moot Eiom tbo high toad, and catoli- 
ing my foot in soire liraiuhle buslirs 
1 twisted my ankle 1 could not 
iTioye.and uiy ankle gie\% viiy p.un- 
ful I'^ui houib I w aitoil, ou tin chnuco 
tliat some one iinght come pobi, 
but ChilveiF. Common hoiiig loitol^, 
as you know, I could not get help 
Therefore, sborUsr Ik fore malnight— 
Uiou^ I can honlh tell the exact 
time, my wafccn having bicn stopped 
when 1 foil—1 managed to crawl 
bpmu T ailived about two o'clock, 
and my mothei wus wailing up foi 
me Sho Imlbrd my ankle and J 
went to bed” 

“ Xt oouldn t hav(> been very had, 
^Biri if you'TB down now," said Wanp 
bluntly, aud only half satisfied wiu 
Allen's explanation 

“ I fbre^ mysdf to come down, as 
my fathior docs not like Huy one to 
be absent from mealb,' wuh the repl> 
Mt Wi*p—iifdit,” s»id 

• Hill hnUrly, '^you need uot go on 
su’^poct^ my Son I£a has nothing 
to ito with this mattetj fcbu moie aq as 

, heiflet^S^edteibirissStiude.'* 


“ And I certainly ehotild cud all my 
chances of maiiMog Miss Strode by 
kilhng her fatlier,' bsid Alien sharply, 
“I think voii take tqo mneh upon 
yourself, ’Wasp" 

The policcmm ONCObud himself on 
the pica of ocal, but saw that he had 
gone too far, find o‘lercd an apology 
“ Hut it wa^ yout knowing the p(^- 
tiuii ol the liody ilial niido mo 
doubtful," he siii«l 

‘ That IS thy dfinm," sud Mis 
H'll iiaittK “but jou cou now tell 
us d .11 that has taken pl,i,ce' 

Bill looked qstuiiibhid ‘it In', wife 
and a tufle aiuioved Slip was not 
usually giveu to putting hetself fui 
ward—as bo railed it - hut wailed tu> 
ioki hiL tuiK honi him iCc woahl 
lii\r iril(L]iused ind pskod the ejnos- 
lioii huiijoll, so as lo iciOSTf'i Ihi had 
in lus own hoiis**, hul that Wasp, 
.lUMoijs to iUoiic feu his laU* otoi, 
icplii'd VI ouLL, .iiid arldii sserl Iiini'ell 
1 'lIuhimI'v lo Mis Hill 

‘ Well, iniaiii, its tint wv 3 ,"ho 
said, diawing him oil up stifll> and 
siliiUi.g .ipoliigolii .ill^ r \wi.« wdK- 
eued ilioiit nrio o’clock liS' a ii c'ssage 
th.it 1 wu'' wjiMtod at Misn; C.i.stK, 
,a qiicoT luuno as ^ou know, 
nia'tiii — 

“^V^> all know uhiiul Mis Mi'iiy 
and lui (lcoiiIjicuk'','’ haul kLis 
IIill, wiio, baMug sn ecccntiic prison 
m the liouse, w.ij loniunt ttfWord'P 
the fallings ol uLIiPTs, “go on" 

" Wcl', ma’am, Jnekson, who is 
under nu', was at tlm other cud oi 
the village 'lufoic midnight, but 
Coming past 'Miaciy Castle ou his 
louuds Iiu saw Mxs Merry wsating 
at the gatic She said that Mi Slacodo 
had been brought home dead hy tiuee 
men > - laboiirc ra They, under the 
diieoUoii of Miss Eva, took the body 
m aud laid it on a bed Then Mias 
Eva aem them away with money 
That was just about twelve o’cIogk 
T he meg awuld have come lo lejMzt 
io me, or have aeon Jackson, nut 
they went back jo theli own homes 
beyond the eommun, Westfaavon way 
I'm goiDf to ash them what they 
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mean bjr domg tbat and not teporting 
to tho police,'' said Wasp sourly 
Well tnen, maain,'‘Jai‘kBon. saw the 
body aod repoitcd to me at one in 
tbo monung I pnt on my uniform 
and went to bfisory Castle I exam¬ 
ined tho reroams and called up 
Joekson Wo made e^jvport of the 
oondition of the body, and eent it by 
meesctigoi to Weslluven The in- 
epeetor Craine this inoiuing and is 
now at Misery Caellu lieiiuj illowed 
to go UYidv fot a spull having been 
on duty ill night o\ei the body, 1 
came hoie to toll Mi Rill, knowing 
htM like to liouL ut cho munUi *' 

“lin gUcI \oii oimo,'' said Hill, 

• lubbmg Ills liands, "a hne mmdoi , 
though," I'is liice Ml, "i htiil I'lthei 
]C had teeu auv one bnt ra\ uUl 
fnend I suppo-^c you don't know 
how lie Liiim by liis ili ath * ” 

" IJe was shot, bit " 

" Shot * ' eohoid Mien, looking up, 
“and In whom '" 

" r can’t sav, noi nn any one, Mr 
A.Jleji Pioiii what Mis Aloni sa>s, 
dind she asUed ,jii( siiuns ol Ibosi who 
Inought the body home, thi coip was 
h>nnd l>'ng f<)U^ downwicid in the 
ui'id ncai the lit ii iJocp'i spiiyg 
Wliy he shoiihl hive gonu thi‘ii‘ — 
the dead in in, I mean, i-ii 1 i iii't 
say r hen Lo ■wii’ coining fiom 
[joudon, and nu doubt bod chiie in 
a 11^ to Wdigrove Jhit wr JI have 
to make mquui(‘K at the office of the 
ifulway station, and git to ficts 
Some one must hang lui it" 

“Don't, Wasp, yoifie making rav 
mothei lU,' said Alb ii quid 1) 

And indeed Mis Rill looked vciv 
white But aho lallicd lieiaelf and 
smiled quietly in her old inaunor 
“ J knew Ml Stiode," she said, “ and 
1 feel Uis sod end keenly, osperially 
as bo has left a daughter behind him j 
Pool Rvb,’ she added, tnmmg to I 
Allen, “ she is no" an oiphan ” 

“ AU the mote treason that 1 should 
make her my wife and oheirsh her,' 
said Aden quiokly “ 111« to Uio cot¬ 
tage," helookod at lua famet “may I 
taw the pony dhatse my foot —' 


'* I was thinking of going m7Belf;0 
said Ibll hesitatingly, “but as yon 
are enc^ed to the gul, it is right, 
you should go I’ll drive \ou " Allan 
looked dubious. Mr Hill thon^t ho 
oould thrive id the samo wn^y that ho 
fancied he oould do all things but 
bp was not a good whip, and AUou 
did not want anothoi accident to 
happen However, ho’*n>solvad to 
risk the journey, and, thanking liis 
fathoi, went out of llio loom While 
tho chaise was getting ready, Allan, 
looking out uf the wmdovP, saw lus 
father leave the grounds in the com¬ 
pany of Wiisp Appairntly iiothi 
wcie going to MideL\ Castle Ho 
tumid to hib mother who was in 
the room “ VV luib shout niy father 

dnving ’ " he jski d “ I soo he has 
Icfli the hoiiw.' " 

“Piubablv he has forgotten,’' and 
Mu riiJI stxjfhiiuflj , “ you know 
how lorgctlu! ami whimsical he is” 

“J)o I not 7 ' said AJlmi with a 
iigh, • and don’t \ou^’ he added, 
Hiuihng at the ilaik face ot bis mother 
“ Woll. [tan diivo Liiv»clf Will you 
mine also, nioLlici, and cotnfort 

“ Not just now I think that ib 
10U1 t ksk Hhc jS fond of me, but ac 
picsont you can du hci mtiin good 
Vnd i tliink, Vllin, ’ said Mih IJiU, 

“ that you iiiiglit biiti<r b( r back It 
IS tcinbJe tliut a yoniig giij ghoidd 
bo 1 ( ft idono ui that smalt oottage 
with bo disimd a woinaii ns Mts> 
"Menv Bring her bvk' 

" But ni> falhcj " 

' ril Di ike lb light With him,” said 
Mis Hill dotei cnmedly, 

Allen looked al her i«u\ioiisl\ Ills 
mnchei bad a him, daik face, wilh 
qiiipt cycs steady and unwavering m 
llieir gaso It bail often str tek him as 
wontli'rful, bow su stiong a woman — 
apmiontly—should allow bis sbaJlow 
father to rule the hou-to On several 
ocoASions, os he knew, Mrs Hitt had 
asserted herself fnmly, and then Hill, 
after much outward anger, had given 
way There was a oi Vbt> ry aliout this, 
and on any other ooea'-ion Alien would 
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her, Uia door opL'Jied abruptly and 
HiU Aiteied i ithez cvuuA “xlra,’' 
he qaiciJy, ‘ ymi iicvri told me 
*ihat yoor Jstbei's uoodon hand had 
been removed.” 

“ It hiA not liGUit,' Bviil E\a, it 
was on Tvhf^ii -'Vl hud out hi^t body * 
”lt*s f;oiic non then,’’ said Hill 
qmotiy, and looking lory palo, 
“ gone " * 


CIi\l*TEi; VI 
Tin VKM Mr 

«Of bcatjfit* tins aiuioimrcmbnt oE 
the loss, Eva lost .ird inmt to . 
cliuiijlit.1 nl duiLlli TliPip, undtfi i 
sheet laV th" bodv of Jiei f.i.t,b( i 
JooXiiig lat luoie (aim m death tliui 
he hi^d ever Jook»d >n lib But the 
ahei't wai dis,ui inged on the light 
ride, and lifting thi'r ''lightK, slio saw 
that whiit Ml ITill said wab tine 
The wooden hand had been icmoved, 
oud now tliLie remaiiiLtl hut tht 
stump ut tlie aim \ gland* zound 
the room showbd b»z ihattl<o window 
wab open, but she leiuuuibuied open¬ 
ing it hfisdi 'file blind was down, 
hut sonii one inic^ht have (‘nteicd vnil 
thieved horn tho deoil Iv was an 
odd loss, .ird 12 \ i uould not think 
Why it should hive tak< n place 
^^ou bhe iitmiied to tho 1 iti> 
diawing-inora AlJtui incl Jus Jitliei 
wore 111 deop coTwiibitiun They 
looked u|> wheii the gul enteied 
It’s quitb Liui ■’ Slid Eva sitting 
down “the hand N gone 

“ Who <^u have s^olt■n it ^ ” da- 
uiauded Alien, vviinMing hi-« hiow 
" And _ whj should it he stoisu ' 
asked Bill pointedly 

Ev Jb piossed hei hands to hor 
Dobiug head " I dou t know,” she 
Bind wemdy “ WhLit Mih Meiry 
and X laid out tho body U dawn this 
morting the hood was ceitamlv there, 
for i noted the w'bite glove all die- 
oolonred with the mad el the Red 
Oecfis We pulled down the blind 
and opened we windotv Some one 
wAy httve «iite]vt!li,” 


But why should sotuo ono steal '* 
Bind Hill nueasily , “ yon say the hand 
was theio at dawn ^ ” 

“ Yes' Eva loso and rang the bdl 
■* We oau ank Mrs Merry " 

The old woman speedily entered, 
and expresited nstoni^ment at the 
queer loss " The hood woe thoie at 
ntiiu,” she i-idU positively ” I wont 
to see if (.veiything was well, and. 
hitod tho aheet Ah, dear me, Mr 
Sliode, OB was, put a n^w white glove 
on that vioodou hand eveiy moiiiitig, 
HU that it inigfal look nice and dean 
Whatevei would ho have said, to het 
the glove all zed w itb ol iv ^ X m- 
temled, ’ added Mis ’Muiv. ‘ to have 
pul on a new glovt, and J sent Cain 
to buy it ” 

" Whit' ” asked Eva, looking np 
“IS Cam bick *'' 

“Vos, du.11^ rie (.HIP piily, as 
the ciicus IS pis>.iLig tbiough this 
pLico on to the nevt town, Sli.in'on 
Cain thought he’d ]uck up the oain- 
V ini on the zo id, so camu to say' 
good-bye ’ 

hiv i reinPDihcied Cons odd he- 
liaviuui, and vvuiifiei t d it he h id 
any Hung to do with tlu thelt But 
the idea was mliculout 'Dip loJ w.is 
hjd uiiough, but he Liotainly woidd 
not loh the dead Moiiovui—on the 
face of lb—theic wis no reason he 
should btool BO usnless an ohjucl as a 
wnodon hand Wh<..t witlt the I'neite- 
inciit of tho death, and the iulhlniLnt 
of ihu duaiu, not to ineiitiou that she 
trll a natural giiuf foi the death of 
hei father, tho pool girl was quite 
worn nut ALr fXdl saw tlus, and 
after quentioDing Mis, Meny as to 
ildi t>ioft of tho glove, he went 
away 

“I shall see Wasp about this,” he 
Boid, pausing at the door, “there 
munt be Home meaning in theft 
Me<inwliilo ru exauime the dower- 
bed ontHido the window '* 

Ml'S Merry went with him, but 
neiiher oonkl sea any sign of foot- 
, nnurks On the soft monld Die tbief 
—if indeed A tfa^sf had enteied tbr 
houses had jumped I/m 'flowetE«bed, 
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iind no marks were dibooverable on Eva looked round fearfully “ The 
the hold giavel of tlio path '‘There'p doctor saya, that, judging bv* ibe 
thit boj, ’ said Mis Alenv condition of the body, uiv father« 

" What boy ^ ” asked IIjII, sioi ting, must have been shot at that Lour ” ' 

'' A httle rascal, as callv htmaelE Last night you mean/' said Allen 
Eutsey," said the old woman, folding hesitatin^y 

her hands as usu^ under her apron "No This is Fnday He A as shut 
" London street brut T toko him to bf* on Wednesday at nino, and the 
He cd,nie to s.iy Gain wdUld bo here body ina<.t haie lam oil those dong 
to'inoiiow " hours at the Bed Deeps 9f course.' 

"But Cam is hero to-daj," said added Eva quickly, " no oue goes to 
Mr Hill perplu\ed the Bod Deepa It wus the merest 

“That’s Vflidt iiiakc'i me think cbonco that those laboureia wont last 
Butboy might have '.toioii the \suoden night and found the body^ Bo you 
haud/^ argued <Mis Meiry “Why see, Allan, in y father must have I jceii 
should h(* coirir hete else * 1 dulu'L killed at tlic very time I dreamed of 
l('ll lum, as (lam hiid alip.iily arrived, hii drith " 

mo hfin''one a<i knows how to hold "It is stiauf.o,’ i-aid voung Elill, 
my ionguo alijtevii vou mav sav, much porturliod “J wotidoi who 
Ml Hills' so Uis Mciiv named cau have killed him ^ 
her coiiipcaiiJuij "I would have Eva shook hei head "iLauuotsay 
askr d (pio-t ions hut 1 lie lx>y'■kipped not ran any one The insprctfU 

I VfOndri why hr siole it-* ' fioin Westliavru has been boro this 

“ I'tiu lu^'O no pioot tint ho btolo moinuig making iniquities, but, ot 

it at all said Rill htiiai 11 >’ "hut I'll | course, 1 can toll himnotbiug euiopt 
tell Waisp what you s.i> When does about the tolegiaiii ’’ 
the iru|ue«t take plicr ' " I " What tolograiu <' ' 

"To jjiiiiiow, you might say," | "Didn't [ mention it to yousaid 
'^napped All-. Mriiv nosalv , ‘‘and j thegnl,laibing lici cvoi W'hmb wrio 
doii t hi ini’I hat w Dinting Wi<-piuund fivpil on the giouud dHooii'-olatoly , 
hole, Ml llill-* Wabp ho is hv name "no-- of couisc I rhflu t It 
and \\asphv natuievvithhi .ijucalions* ranie alt» i you kit nir —at iiino 

II evei you- o’clock^ uu, it w *b at half-pvet nine 

Uut Mr fill] was boyoiid bi.uiiig I Thu wire was from my lather, saying 

by this tune He always avouled a | ho would ho down the ncKt day It 
chat wVh Alib Merry as the shrill- I Jiul arnvinl at VVesthavun at four, 
nebR of her voice so ho explained — and shuuki have Imen delivoiedeaihei 
annoyed him The old woman Mated but f< i Ihu foigctCuIness oi the 
after hib lotiealing bg'uo and bhc mos-enger' 

ebook hoi head “ You le a bad one,' " -But, Eva, it the wiie oame ftoiu' 

she sohloquibcd, “him asisdead was your tathci yesterday, he eoiilil nut 
bad too A pair of ye -ah—but it have been shot on Wednefiday night " 
theie’a trouble coming as iioublc “No, 1 can't undeibtand it I told 
will oorae, do what von may—Miss Jnspoctoi (I-anit about the wno, and 
Evra shan t solTor wnile 1 can stop be took it away witli him lie will 
ativ wornting “ say all that he learns about the 

Meanwhile Eva and Allen wore matttu at the inqiwst tn-inoiiow 
talking senounly “ My dicam was Aud now my fathci s wooden liand 
fulfill^ m the btrangee' way, Allen/' has been stolen -it is btiongc ” 
the girl haid “ 1 dmami'd, os f told " Very btratigc/' aasentra Alien 
you, the night bafmo last at nine musingly He was thuikicg of what 
o'clock——' hia father had said aliout Ml btiode'e 

'Well*” qaestioiied tho young niobable enenucB “Lva, du you 
man, seeing she hebitatod, know if your fatlicy brought any 
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jewels Crom Africa—^uLiuouds, I j bioi, thdit I don't ino'uu bih death as 
pjeAi ^ ” ! a dan^tcr ought to Uut I feel tliat 

• "I can’t sIV No diaiuonda weio I 1 have a duty to pcifoim I iiiU'^t 
found on Jiis )>od} In iact, hiti ! leain who killed liim, ard Lave that 
putee wao lilk'd wiih mono} and hin | peison sent to tlie ecaffold ' 
jewollrrv bad iic'i htin taken ” • Allen ooloiirud and looked down 

“ Thrri I ubbi'i^F could not havo boon I ‘^We can talk about that whoii wo 
the motne loi the mine ” | havo fuithcr tact? bofoio us 

‘'*Ko, ALli>n, the IkmIt was not i Inspector Gaiiit, vou •»ay, i-t nuking 
robbed’ * Sin* tom and paced che ' inquiiieh'’” 

room “1 iM*'t uiidci stand my i “Yes, 1 1m c given him Jio 
dinam 1 nondci if, when I slept, ' toingiiun, .md also the addns'^oi my 
roy <-oul to the Hfd Drips and I fathei's lawyei, which L found in ,i, 
saw ilu ciuiK romuiittid' ' lottei m bis pocket 

“ ^ ou di'l not SCO tho criiue ' “ Mi Mnsk f ' 

ooiiiiiiittod '" I "Yes, Silustian ALisk do >ou 

"No I saw the boos, bowe\ j know bun 
hDig 111 the position ID wbiih it v s i "1 know of h>in lie i'’ )i)\ 
aflcrwMids found by facubs and the J fithct's lawvrc iUmci, and so hicmii 
othiis And tiu 11 tho laugh -that Mr StiO'les luin ot biisiiies-o Yi s, 
eitjel hiiglMsthoughtlieabsassm was it is pisl as well (hunt '•bouid mi 
gloating o\ri hi- cruel work - the , liiiii When vom fitbei niiiMtl "i 
man wlio mnidiiid my lather was | London hi piobubiv went lo s • 
laughing 11 iiu tbcam" . Mask, ti> talk ivti business Wo 

" How can ^ou trllit wasn raau‘i' ' ' might loa*n surui lliiug ui tbal 
" Thu liugh sounded like that ol a ' riminei " 
man " > “ Iieain what ^ ” iskid ll\ i bbuilU 

" In VU1I1 (beam ’ I don t tluuk a i Allen did not answi i ar O'lU' 
juiv wiM take that eyidi lice " | "Hia,’ be said iftei t piuie, ‘do 

I'lvi stopped be lore the young Til in \ou temeiTiboi 1 tulil \cu tliat mv 
and looked it him dett'rmmedly " F | lalhei bdid Mi ^trud, uugbt iioti 
don’t sre why that pail of mydnam ■ tuiivc’’ W'ell, L askul him V'hv hi 
chould not come tiue if tho othci has | said so, and be derbaed that from 
alroatly burn pioved hue It’s all of ' what hu knr rv ui voui fatlui. Mi 
a picro ” • Stiodo was a 'nan bkely to haii in my 

To ibib Tunidi k loung Hdl had no ] eiuimes It stiiuk mo tli^l this 
answer ready LVikunly tho dream > dime miy be the work of oik 
had come true m oiiu ^ why 1 of those enemies Now Mask l*iiow- 

^not ft aiio*j|iei ? liuc he was loo j ing all youi father’s biitiinoss, ma\ 
anxic^snlouiIha'sliituietoGontmue ^ aLo know about thobs who wisliud 
the discusbioij " What about you, him ill ” 

darlinghe asked "it may be go,' said Hia lefloct- 

" [ don t know, she leplied, and ndy, "my fjither, iioiu wbat Mis 
sat down hebide him jgaiu " 1 can Mei i y sayg, wag a most quairolbome 
thinJE of nothing until the inquest has man, and would stop at notlung to 
taken place When 1 Lcain who has make money He doubtlcse ii],t u 
killed uy fithci, 1 sh<Ul be more at enemieb iii Afiica as youi fathei 
ease ” suggosls, but why should an enciiiy 

*lThat IS only right and natiiial, follow him to England to kill him ^ 

but-" . it would have been eaucc to shoot * 

“ Don't mistake mo, Allen," she him in \lnoa" 
mtcirupted vehemently, " 1 saw 89 Allen shrugged his elioulders. 
little of my fsther, attuk through my '* It‘s all^i^eoty on our parts," ho 
mothof, know* so much bod about amd ** we don't know yot if Mi. 
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of Mr Strode Aldiovgh be bolon^'ed ** And wliat do }oa mean by that ? ' 
to 'the old tazuily of the neighbotir* R«iked Wasp, who, faU of impot^^oc, 
hood, and should havo lived in the was making thiugB unpleasant with, 
manor as the loid ol the village, he over-real 

had been ohsent horn Wargrovo for The ancient pulled his oap to the 

so long, that few people were woU majesty of the law, '^Whoy,'* said 
dicquamtod with him Romo ancient he, shewing a straw, ‘‘MiisftnrBobert 
tsllagers lememhoicd him as a gay, —hywhicji I means Muster Strode— 
sk}-larking >oung ma&, wlien with was a powerful augery gent surely 

Ml HiU tlie two lud placed pianks Tic gieJ 1 a clip on ih* '«ad when 1 

(liumg vacatiOTj Then ouinc ilic death i was old enough to be his father, 
ol tlio old squm' and the sale of the ; thougii to bo Fiiro ‘twas lu his oolleg- 
iiiduoi by his son At tunes Htiodc i uig liar's \h, Inund them two welll " 

lirul come to \V<ngro\o with his wife, | “ Whnt two ^" Obkod Waop, on the 

ind at jMis4>iy dastle E\a had boon i .deit lopiok up OMdeiice 
bom Hull he usually stopped only a { “Mubtei Strode as was, an* Muster s 
shoi t tunc, os the slow life of the i Hill as is Tlx^y bo lun y hoity-loitv 
j^ountf\ niMLic.d Ilia lestlcbs bpiTil I m Lheui (U^s, rut ns 'Iwasu't iigbt 
Hid ulwivs, wl f II be lauio to Im old fu> MusUr Uuberl, he being laid an’ 
hiU'iitb, bo wt'it to b ok >kt tbf home > n'losLui ol tho iillagt Hul Uustei 
of his 1 Eieiy ono ktiev ihnt it i rfill" the maieiib ipat out the straw 
w iis hi- ilesuu io ht Sciodu of Wai- , to show his runtenipc ' Liinl, Ae be 
^ i\i‘ agkill,in U(t .is w( 11 asm n.iino ; iiotliin' >" 

Many peopL nsuembiued him when 1 ** lf(» s \i ly iipb, Gi info ' 

In came to 'Wiurioie for thr last “ What - money tohlood? Miietoi 

turn, to pl.ue Ills wile and daughUs BLiodi bhimldu’t h.i token him up, 
imJu tlieiuol ui Ml-ti\ Strode .lud givon he upst inn'notions He 
hdd ilwiys been oLilt and cold in I au'(jiU b Alciiy is iiin aw.*i\ lioin his 
iiiLinnei hut, iKing of tl‘“ old stock, ' wito, .ind Mui-tei Ktiu<le, ah them 
tins bc>h.i\]uiu was estiimod Light,as { did t.i,1>e Hungs li\(l\ hke ' 
no lord of the soil should he l^to “ I dou t si u wh.it tlub hits to do 
laiuiliai, tho wisiucies thought “A j witlithudeath,’biid V\aspsua]ipibhiy 
piuud, hiLuglity gFiiLlriiian ’ tdid j “ Nu\ri you rniiid, hUd tlraufei, 
some, “Inn then lie's a riglit to he | iiiiiaiit tluough ui/ci-iimrh bee* “I 
piuud Amt thu Stiodts Lwen heio , knuwbwhui Ikiiuwb ]\lustei Bobert 
sinooWho Conquest? Tia a wondci j - 'twas a woiil an'a blow with him 
he took up with th.it Mi flill, whose [ and when ho clips un uii the 'cad, T 
fathoi was hut a stockliiol ci | sos ‘ Sii, ’tio .i ii d end ab you'll couie 

So it will he guesskd that Bliudes lo,' and luv woids ha\c come liuo 
tcluin to his native plau' lo m< ot with He \e bm shot " ' 

a \ioleiit dcitb at unknown handu, | “ And who allot liim * ' asked tlio 

in>.iLcd much (xiitorit nt The juiy . blacksuiilh 

buiveyed the body in Misuy Oastlo, | " One ot oin .is he clipped on the 

and then wont lo the one imi at the ' '>a(i bamc as be did mo,' said Giaiifer 
village to heoi the eiidence A tow | Wasp dismissed this piece of gosbip 
ppuple weiB in the coffro-i oom whei t witli connunpt, and onleieil the ooflet - 
the piooeedmgb took place, but In- ' loom to watch proocedmgb Thehtllr 
apectoi OoTiit gave ordeis that the ! polioorotui woa /cry anxious to hiiug 
oiowd bhouldhekept Jt Thostreot, ‘ the murderei to jubtioe, in tho bop^s 
therefore, wab flUou with people calk- i that he would be lewardcd for hie 
lug of Btiode and of bis teiiible rud by apostot W«athavr-ii Qithoibohe 
One old man, who hrid seen eighty * hw found notlunghtuly to lead to any 
sumnicia,giveitasHi6opitiJon, that it i ihbcovery, and lusi^cobor Gornt had 
was no wonder Mr Strode hod died so ' not been oomuiunieBiirt! So, stand 
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111^ At tho lowir t'ul of Ihtj 

loom, \Vusphst«ncrl vjth ill hw ml 
• PAIS to the evvlc’ict, to spo wliit he 
tonW gam thoif'lon' Jileiy lostthun 
on the track A ch inre like tins -wae 
not to rt islcfl, and W a61> o family 
wae very lAtgo, with aidiMduil 
apuiotiU^ to coiiLstiond 

Kvh WA1 jnesfut, 'viih Mien on one 
aide oi hef in A Mi-i Talinei rm tlio 
othei Behind sdt Mis Mplpv', smil¬ 
ing heriMifiO Mis l^ilrnoL was ulteiinc; 
lhahui 'tiMilliLig iKiitU 'J'he widow 
WdH lilirfde and livt'l>, well dio'«‘id, 
ol a ino^ti cliM'ifnl ili^posilioii Jk‘i 
' IstliPi crrknnl) had bne a ehoi st, 
but he li al lilt h(i rnoTio> Uer u is- 
lifiiul ucidotditedlv had bisn sn 
and hulli'i ineiehiuit, but ho also bad 
Iclt liti well oil Mrs l^aluict hivi 
Ik>ct\ bom .uidb) ought up iii Khantoii 
and hci late liusbaiid s iliujj liielbtn ii 
in Wfb''hi«pii Then toil shi lind 
at neithi i pUee now that she was fui 
aiiil iioh, hut li\ud hoi abode at NVar- 
gio\c,midwa\ batwuon the two t(Wvn-> 
She went out i good deal and i>pent 
liei iiUKK) Ue'ly But she nevu 
could get amongbt the county (aindie-. 
as was liH] ambition I’dhaps hei 
liking fin E'^a Stiodo was eumieetid 
with the taet that th* giil was ol tiiis 
iociutic lijith ^^ltll ilio L011I III tho ' 
Manor- as he bnimlA have hpcn Joi 
a fathci, tend 1111 Bail s danghtei foi a 
mothei. Eta wA'- as wi'll-lunu as any 
one in the coinilt llul .ipti t fi om liei 

Inith, Mis 1 ’iluiL‘i, kiuiUy and genial, 
likod the gill I01 her owni sake 
And Eva dsu was toiid nf Ihc mcti^, 
pretty widow, tlihoiigh Mts Meity 
quite dibiipfiioted ot the fi lend ship 
Inspector ( amt was piescnt, and 
beside him sat a li m, yellow-laced 
man, who looked Ijke> a lawjci and 
was one He hod pti'si-Mted hiuisell 
at the cottage that luoiiiing as 
Ml Mask, the ’-ol'ciloi of the di'- 1 
ceudcd, and had buon In ought Acwyh by < 
Gariit to giro eiidimcf as to tlie 
moveuieuis of Mt Btiude in to ah, 
eiueo hut arrival fiom Abiea Eva , 
bad asiked him about her iatuic, liat 
decline to say anythhig until tbe ■ 


I \eidict (»r tho jciry was given Whru 
j this matlei was srtiled, and when 
I St I ode was laid i'i the fannly vAult 
, beside his neglected wife, Mask said 
I tint he would call at Misciy Cabtlu 
I ,1011 os]jlain 

' The c.iBe was openad hy (rariit, 
j who detailed the tacts and what evi- 
, dence he lild gathired to support 
thoni “ Thi' dLLuased gi ntlein in," 
■ s,iid CJojiit, who was stout iind shoil 
(jl lueitb, “ciiQi til Si utli.imptnn 
Jioin SijutK Mima at the begii'innt' ut 
I \llgiist allcttemiM *1 wi'i k igo Fit* 
h.ul been in Snath Afina loi 1 im 
jtais stopping two dajs >it 

Suntli.iinptnri at Ihi Ship Inn, the 
ill (I. a-i 'll li id (oiiu to Ijuiiilon iiiid hivl 
fdlviijuplns qL<iitiis in the (f'lelpli 
Holnl. J'liiiMi Sniit til wiMt to 
thi llie nil's pud 11 I's TO his ljiloi> 
[01 i 111 w o'l*(i 1 , indLillid'il iionliis 
I l,iw\ii Ml who would mve 

' LMiImei On < dnrsiLi^ la'-t, ilit. 

' di.ci.d'-t'd wiirditoni rjondoii th it he 
iiuuld bi down it tight c/dock 'ut 

Tbuthihn L\i iiiiie 'I hi \\ If w.i^ SL 111 

to >liis (stiodi, I'lil w 1-, o'ki’ii I10111 
thu hotii bv I'hi piilii who ,rnt it, 
lioiiL till. Si ,r.iiiir 1 tidi'gi ipiioJhin ' 
WKl .lie lO’L o|n.i.i ti ihoiittti'e 
ti k t,i,uii ‘ " a>^kl'll thi. ei'ioiioi 

‘ I sh.ill t‘^pLllll lali‘1, stt,'* panted 
(r.inii wipiiJg bi-i tiVti, toi It w IS hot 
in till colhi loom ‘'Well Linn, 
gtidliincii ot the juiy, the du''uased 
rh oigcil his juiiid, lb I lifiiiiud ftoin 
iii4duii.sat thi iiobel Ifo came down 
on \Vednosda\ evening tusteail of 
Thuisikiv, and ,a'ijvcil it tho ^Vest- 
liaMii istation at six-tbiity 

" That was tin, tiainlie intended to 
eoine hv on Tliuteday *" asked a 
juiimaii 

" CiM tiunly Ho changed the day 
hut not iho tiain ” 

"Didn't he send naiothci wire to 
I^Ii'ts Stiodu notifying bis change ot 
plan 

“No He Bcnt no wiie saying bn 
would be down on W edneailay, *Pu* 
haps he duaiiod to giie Miss Strode ii 
pleasautaui^ise. At all events, Miss 
Btiode did not expect him till Thus* 
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ilaj night at ojghli She Trill gi^eov]‘ 
donee to ilidt cQcut Well, genLln- 
men of tlie jmy, tbo deoeised atriTod 
at Westhaven hj the wr-thuty tram 
on Wednp'fdxv, eonsoquMit on hii 
rbange of plan llo loft the giotitci 
pDt of hi> Inggdge at the Guelph 
Hulcl, diiJ came onh Mith a tniall 
bag, Ijoin winch it wonfd coom that 
hu intondcd to stop onU toi the night 
A'» the bag wa*. cisi]\ ciutiul, ^Cl 
Htioih iloiidcd to Twilk ovCT - ’ 

“Bat iL ho aiuvi. I b/ tho 
he would not get to the ccittaut'* ai 

(Igllt, Mill b lUlViIlilll 

“ No 1 taut sa\ wh> he wMlkoil 
-its h’u miles A (juick walkci 
c^mhl d) tin* (bbtirn in two horns 
lull. Ml t'hitiilo not bung s i Miiiiig as 
he was, wa^ not a «|iiiek w blkoi \t 
iU I v( nts, hr blki tl \ piiiti I who 
o(1< Lt d to talvi Ills hag, ind w is 
■.inibliid WtL the I i>,l pi i son whn 
'd^\ him ' 

Ih In't am one ^'e him on tin 


came ovei. nont morning Tbo doctor 
bail tixaruined the body, and srill now 
gi>e hi{« ovidenre ’’ • 

After this witness lotued, T)r f jrace 
appvaioil, and depobod that he bdd 
been c^ltsl in to oxamine the body 
of the deoeasod The unficnbiinatc 
gontleinaii haxl been shot thiouph the 
luait, and niOst haie boon killed 
instnntanooiislv There was also a 
flebli wound on thn uppoi pait ot tho 
light aim. hutr tlin ductoj piuduooil 
I hullut "This I estracU'd hom the 
body. gentU inmi, but tho otlwr bullet 
camiot hr found It must have meioly 
lipped the Hish of the aim, and Ihon 
half hmifid itsijll in the tictes * 

* Thn, liullct o.ui'rf'd the death ^ " 
ii-.ked Mil eoioiiii * 

“ C\ 1 taiiily It ji iShi d tliiough flic 
lirait I 1 \])oet ihn dssissin bird 
twui, and iiiiising h*s victiin .tf tho 
In'll < Jiut hud (Ipill] with a Mim 
.•nil Fiiiiu the niiLine nt the wouinJ 
in till aiiii, gi nth nun,' ibddnl Giacv, 


10 id to \\ ill git VI * " J 

" I till) I sa\ V( I r hrivi found ' 
Ilf one who s.iw him It, snkMi [ 
Stiiidi did not keep lo tin in id dl i 
the turn III will id along il In 
om‘ disi,iiie(. and then si MU k ami^s j 
C'inlicii tVmiiiioii, lo go in the Kcd ' 
ilf'tpf Whethri Ji^ iiih tidid to go i 
ihfii,' additl tfie inspictif, wiping , 
hit) till' again, 1 i in'i uu But he , 
was limiiil thiiu dead on Thmsdiy ■ 
night }>y tliMc rain, Ainold, lacohs, ' 
and W.iku Thosi' lonnd i caid in 
the pocket giving the ii.buii of tlir | 
deeo.iscd, and one ut them 1 1< ohs, \ 
then lueognisid the IhuU a-, Mint of 
jllt Shoil' wboni he hiiil hs ii lii> ■ 
yens ]iievtous The uicii took llu 
body to the cottage 'ind then wiiit 
home " 

" Wliy didn't they inform thu J 
police''’' a&kud th' eoionci i 

Gairit stole a gl'mce at Wasp and , 
auppiesscd a smile *' They will lull i 
you that tbemse, os, sii *’ he said , 
"howevei, Mis Mun found the 
polieeman Tackson on lus ruuadb t, 
Utc at zugbt, and Ae vmiit to tell i 
Ml Wasp, a most zealous uflicci I I 


" 1 iin iiuhiiid to think that the 
ditcHsid h.td his back to tin asbassiu 
1 hr lubt hnUi t Ihr lost one, mind— 
skmnned iloiig Ihr dfsh of tho aim 
Till* ]M'i' would jrifiko till) iUcca'scd 
tuin shaipiy lo f'u‘ the iisaassin, 
wheitMipon tho stfond shoe vvai fiioil 
and j'assrd thiou<'h Iho tieoit 1 
think fioiii ihi condilinii ,/f Uiu bmly, 
lliai rhr miiiihi was oomiiiittod at 
iiini' r/eliiik on Wrduesd‘> inglit 
M> Stiodi ma> h,ue gone* to the 
K(d Pit])4 lo nieil tin assassin, and 
tl ii- hair ' 

This itii t ividiiiee," iineiiupUsl 
th. cm oner ahruplly ' you eiii Hit 
do''n, l)i diacr" 

This the. doetoi did, latlifi annoyed, 
fni he Teas fnnd of he.Lriitg himself 
chattel Thethiuc laliomots, Ainolrl, 
Wake, and Jacobs, follow etl, and 
slated that they went to the Bed 
Pcops to get a (iijfik fiom the spring 
ft was about haH-jia-u ten when ihey 
foiiml tbo fjody It was lying moi 
the spring, faeO downwaids They 
took it up and iioiu a ciid learned it 
was that of Mi StiCilo Then they 
took it to tho cottage and went homo 
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“ Wh> itidn't} on infoim Ibopolu o'*" 
a ]ui7%ian oRked Jaiobe 
p* Tlie biff man sciatrheil his hpatl 
and IooIkhI nhceiatili " Well, you bop, 
polioonaan VV.i<-p •> a <iliaLp one,Iw 
19, and like as noi lii^d )ia\r Miuuf'ht 
tro'd killed rite We all three 

thought as v-t tJ v<iit till yre could see 
sonehthr^i ^oullLinin like vourseif ' 
Tliere tuas a simlu nl this, and 
Wasp gron icilrir, (linii lie Mas “A 
tijflo too loueli /eil o>i tho put of 
polieciitnii W.t'.p" I lid tho oot 01.01 
diyiy, "hilt >uu should ba\e givon 
Tiotioe You cainod thr body home 
betMOon ^on, E suppose 

" Yefa Tlioie was Amold, in\ 
and Wake them tlioio wa-. the h 
Otlded tlie wiim ss with hosiUUoii 
‘Hoy’" questioned tlie 
flhaipJjr, " what boy ^ ” 

J loobs seintthtid his head ig.un 
"I dunno sii A hoy loiriod us on 
the edge ot the eomincn noni Wai- 
gro\o, and, ho^-hko, wliui ho saw 
we'd a coip<io lie folleiod When wo 

dropped the body .iit the duta of 
Misery Oastlo ’—the name ot Mis 
nhodi prtn'otprl ,1 smile — 
"the hoy s.iid .is lieM knock He 
kuodked livo times " 

“TVhv Uvo timesqaeslinoid a 
]Uiynaii, while Tj\a stalled 

*I cin't ba>, S11 But knoik f,ve 
timea he d.d, and then ran awA\ " 

" What kind ot a Ikij was lio ^ ’ 

*'Jubtanoi(hnai> iKiy su,' giiintod 
tho witness ‘sa\f' Unit ho seenvd 
sharp ilo’d a white taco aud a lot 
<« rod hftn - " 

“jjfTr*" eiied STt-t Meiij, lulei- 
ruptiog tho pi f»pf ediiigs, “it’s Ihitsey " 
‘‘T)0 son know the boj ’ ” a’ked 
ihe coroner “(Joioe and gite yonr 
ovidanoe. Mis Memv" 

The old womau, umoh evcited, 
kisasd hook “ Know the h(^*<*" 
shn said m her dolulul \'jioe ' Lord 
bte^you, Ml. Shakeiltv ihat hetng 

S ur naiUi*, siTi 1 don’t kn iw tin boy 
im 11 paitiid#[e But wi Priday 
moHiwg bo caiao to tuo, oud told mo 
as Caib * mv boy, gurtlt/inen, and a 
wuiked Iray at tlmt—>i^oa1d oouie nod 




see me Sotardoy As Gam was itt' 
ihe house, gentlemen, leastways as 
EM sent bun tor a glove for the 
woodon hand of the omp, the boy-» 
Bntsoy, he said his name was —told 
a he, which don't astonish me, seeing 
what boys aie I thmk he was a 
Loudon Imv, being shaip and ragged 
But he ]iist told the hf, aud before X 
could clout Ins head for falsehoods, 
ho skipped away ' 

“ fl.i\o you soon him ainoti ’ " 

“No, I ain't,’ said Mis Moiry, 
“ and when 1 do I'Jl cilont him, t will ’ 
“ Doe? yotir son know lum ^ ' 

" That no don’t Foi T Hskt d Cam 
why ho told the boy to speak such a 
faKohnud hf'Hibg theio was iiO npi*d 
Bub Clam said bc'il told no oiu> to say 
as In W.IS coining, and blnit hi' nt- 
toiidod to see mo h’lida^ dnd no 
Kitiirda'y, is Ih d King fnn spoke" 
Here Inspotor t/uiit iii’-o, and 
begged that Mi,-. Strode might bo 
called, as sin Ciinld It 11 something, 
hoiiiiig OP the hoy J'ha looked 
somewhat asbonishtd, as '•ho had 
not seen Butsov However, she was 
swoin ami duly g.ise her evidence 
‘ Aly lath 't 1 aiue liomefini.i South 
A* ica over a week a<jO in bb3 Dinu^'n 
('uMp lie wiute ia me hoin 
Sonlbamplnn Kaying lio would bn 
down Ho then went to laiudon apd 
stopped theie a week Ho did not 
wiitc fiom Ijoudou but spn» two 
telegianis " 

" Two lelegidius, said the eoiout 1 

‘ One on Wediit sday-' 

' Yes, ’ said'tho witness, “ and one 
on Thuisday night ' 

"But thuts inipotisihle He was 
dead then, according to the mediral 
evidence " 

“ Thai's what I cannot understand," 
said Eva, glancing at tho inspector 
T ev-peotod him on Ttiursday night 
at eight and hod^hnner ready 101 him 
Aftei waiting tiU after nme I was 
about to go to bed when a telegraph 
inessuuger ainved lie gave me the 
wire and said it^arnved at four, and 
should have been sent then It was 
from my fatbei, saying ho had post 


If 
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ponod his( dopatture till the next day, 
Ftiday T wiooght it was all nght 
and went to bwl About bwolve I 
W4a uTTalfeDed by the £ve knocks of 
my dieain-” 

*' What do you mean by youi 
dream, Mibb Strode ” 

ISra reiited her dream, which 
caused IDaoh encitciiienC “xVnd the 
five hoooks came Fou' soft and one 
bald,” bhti went on '* [ sprang out 
of bed, and lan into the passage 
blrs Ajeriy met mu with ihu news 
that my father had brcn hiouglit 
home liead Then I atteuded to the 
body, winlo Sirs Meiry told TackM>n, 
who wont to seo Ali Wiisp ’ 

, " What ebd ^ou dovitliihe win. V ’ 
ailcf'il tho oiitonii looking peqilexud 
at tlij 4 stiange rr)iitr.vliL.tory p\ idence, 
.IS Li* well might 

" ! h‘i.\o It to Tnspioloi Uaint ” 

' Htn* it j-j," Slid the msiiector 
pitxluciiig it, " when I was m town, 
J wort to tho ofhoe whoiico this had 
hren It was the St James's 

StiM t olh(i wheir tho othii wire had 


*'he'd only one eyo» but 'twas bright 
and vneked enough to be tfio 1 
aeked him~on the Westhaven road 
—what he trae doing there, ns we* 
didn't like Togrants He said he'd 
come from London to Westliaien 
with a Sunday school treat* f gare 
him a talking to, and he lan away 
in the dirootioti of Westhaven# Ob, 
sir,” added Wiisp, obviou^v annoyed, 
if I'd only known about the kn^k- 
nig, and the iving to Mrb Meiiy, and 
the mlogrum, I'd have taken him in 
chaige ” • 

Well, you conidn’t help li, know* 
mg no loason w'h\ the lad bliould be « 
detained,' s,ud tbe coinner , " but 
search foi him. Wasp" 

“ At Westhaven v I will an And 
I'll st'Q alioub the Sunday si-honl too 
lie d lx* known to the teaohcis ' 

Mia MniT> snortod “ 'Fhat's 
vnothei ho 1 dun t hclieve the btal 
has inylihmg to do with Sunday 
srhouls, begging your pirdon, Mi 
Shokrrley Ho a a Iitu,and L don't 
hb.lievo lus naiiKiH Bnts''v nc all ” 


}>ei>ii-Mint from 1 b .iiinbhoni a sniait '* W'ell, weU,” aaid the coiotioi 
opeiatm that the tolegiiui h.id been impatientlv, ' let iis got uii with the 
biought in by a ij.>gcd, iodh.iii<d iiiqnost bat fuithei I'-viddiice hairu 
buy - ' _ I you inspiotor?” 

" Bulsoy,' ciied Mis kleity, lo"d “riiaiolo spo.xk," soul Mr Mask 
mg iior shawl tighcly round hei loan Using and Jookjng more yidluw and 
ioitii piun than i-iei as ht took the oath 

'Ses,” said (iaiiit, nodding, **ap- “I am Mr Stiodt’slegallulvmei Ho 
piucntly it IS tbe same boy who ]niued enim* to ec‘ mo two or thico tunes 
the three men when they caiiiod tho wiiile bo w,ia in town He stated that 
bodi bunie .mil knocked five time b " br was going down to Waigrove " 

"And th" s.nne boy as told rue j, "On wii.if diy did he s.iy 

he about I'aui,” ciieif Mis Meiiy, "On no paiticular day Tie hoPJ 

"what do you make of it all, he would bo going down soiuo time, 
gentlemeu ^ ” but he was in uo hurry ’* 

klis Meiry was rebuked, but the " Didn’t be tell vou he was going 

luiy and ooioner looked puzzled ’ down on Tbuihday” 

They could make nothing ot it j “ No ITo never named tlio day " 
Inquiry showed that Butsoy hail * " Hod he any idea of meeiing with 

vanibbcd from tho neighbouihuod | a violent doath ^ 

Wasp deposed to having seen the lad I " If he hod, he certainly would not 
"Bagged and white-faoed and ted- | have come," saul Maskgiiinly, my 
hauod he was," aid Wo^p, " with a | late client had a very good idea of 

wiol^ oyo-" looking after his own bkiu. Buthc ear- 

" Wicked uyes,” ooixcoted the , tunh h'lnted that he waa in danger " 
ooronei ” • " Exfdam yomeelf ' 

" Eyu,''snapped Wasp respectfully, " He said that i£ |}0 couldu'f come 
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Inniself to tec me a^iin he ^ould 
send his wooden liitnd 
■ The GoTonpi Iooh< d piuszleci 
* *' AVhat do jou mf an ’ " 

“Mr Btrwli’/' ‘•aid Mask piiinly, 

“ talked to me about bOmc money hr 
wlelied fo plarr in my keeping T 
WOb to gi^c it hiick U< him persoiiii11\, 
oi wkoD lie '■eiit the -wooden hand 1 
uuderstooitfrom -uhat hu hinted Ihat 
theie -n le a I hanc e hr iniglit get into 
troiiblo Hill lie expLuiitd nothing 
J 1 l aK\ayiic-]>oke little aiidiio tliupomt 
“ AjidJinvo -ion got the inone^ “* ” 

“ N<i M' h'loile didn't leave it 
with int ’ 

“Thill why did ho iiniail ahnnt 
his woodi n hiind ' “ 

“1 o\pis r he intended to lo,ii^ the i 
nioni \ with mu wlieu hi letmiud ^ 
fioin \\.iJg'oio Ho u wnuM seem 
tbarhe uid not i qx^ct any thing lo 
happen Uj him on hiB Mbit loins n.diyc, 
pliei II he had d H ti agi dy, 

he \tnuld have the money and I ho 
wrotKlon hand would h.iye bten the 
toki 11 foi nil lo give lb ” 

“ To whom, air ^" 

“To the paaoii who hiought the 
wixidi II hand " 

‘ \vO hai it been Inought 
“No Hut I ui'deiblond fiom 


ont fnither pvidoneo hut neither 
Wasp nor Gariit could supply any 
tnoie -witnesses The further the 
case was gono into, the moic mysto- 
nouB did it seem The money of the 
docea&ed iMis untouohed, so lobhery 
could not have been tlie inotivo for 
the commission nf the etiine Finolly, 
aftei a vau* Midcavonr to penetiate 
the inybtory, the jniy In ought in a 
viiihui of “ Williil iiriiiin agiUiiat 
some person oi peibons unknown ’ 

0H\rTi5R \in 
v.M'w mri 

Nornisf new wa, disrovind diei 
the iltliougli all i»(juui>‘s 

wile made [iutsi , liul yMiiiohid 
lit w I*- ti leyil to Weslliaveij afU'i Ins 
intcivmw v»nh W i«p, and lioni iliat 
place h<L<1 tikin Hu uim !(• l^oi.don 
I Hut .iiti'i I itidiiig It la\ cipnol Sire'I 
btatiuii.hi ihsipp. ind ir>uuho woikl 
I lit hmiiiniLy', mil not even the t(foils 
, Ilf ihf lauidon I'olicr could hiiiig hiir 
j to light No Wi aiMjn h id hi i n tom d 
I nrai the Ilid Puips 'pimg, noi loiilil 
I iivy looltiidiks ho ilisMiiud likulv to 
Irad to A d< tcction ot the assissin 


fus]ve(.ti>i (raiiit that the hand has { 
been stolen' ' 

' Di lU me dear me Ml 
MhoKi 1 li y 1 libbed hie hald ht ad | 
iiiitably “ This c ise is most 
pcipK ong Who stole the liuid ’ ' | 

Mi (Jill cdino fill ward at this 
fioinii and leUted how he had gone , 
into tiju duatli ehamlier to find tho 


Ml Sitoile harl been shot b\ some 
iinhiiown x>eisoii, aud it bceined act 
though Hie ailair would hive to be 
Jiligiitod to tUu list ul inysl^nous 
eiimcH Heihaps thr iibsercc of a 
reward had soiiictliLiig to 'to with 
the martivit> displayed by Gariit 
and W isp 

Jtut how conld n lowaid Iio offcied 


hand goni. J^va dritilecl now bho I w bun l^'v t haiL no money ^ Aftei the 
had seen the baud still attached to | funcx'd, and when tbo dead man had 
thr aiiii at lawn, and Mis Mein i been Ik'slowcd in the FItiode -vanlt 
doposud tlint blie sawr Hie hand with ' uudei St Fetui's Chuich, the lawyer 
(he IxxJv at nine o’clock These i calbd to see tho girl Ho told her 
witPObseswoice-KhauBtiveljoxaiuiiied, coldly, and without displaying anv 
but nothing fuitber could be Icaracd S}inpathy, that her fathei had left no 
Ml JSiiiode had been shot thiough the money iii his hands, and thit ho 
heart, and the wooden hand bad been oonld do nothing for hei Eva, bav- 
stoleu. Jlut who had shot bun, or mg been brought up m idleness, was 
who had stolen the baud, could not alaimcd at the piospeot before hei 
bo diBooveieJ She did nut,kDow whidi to do 

The Coroner did his bebl to bring " 1 moist earn my breikd m some 
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way/ sHa eaul to Mia Monv a week 
latei, when ooiiaiilbrng about ways 
aixd moana " 1 dan't be a buiden on 
>out Nann-y ’ 

“Deaiy/’ said the old woman, 
taking tho gii] s hand within be) 
wibhefed claws, "jon lun't no bui- 
den, wbatevui jou maw say Vou 
(ktay iUong wiiih \oui oM*tiui'iu, who ■ 
liives you. an' who hw Pfty pound a I 
veai, to bi> nochmg of the caotio and i 
the Knd ” | 

“ Flit, Naiin^j T cant (itiiy on hoie ' 

foi eioi " • I 

" \nd ^ou won't with th it beauty, ’ j 
and Mis Afeny sturihly , “ hlebs you, I 
Ml \lhn Will many you ' 
oil i) you'll ooly xiy the ' 
wotil I s iw him in ihe \i 1 lige this I 
\oi 1 fliii, 1)1-1 loot being nr'Bilj well 
To he sme he was vjth his ]elly-Lsli 
of a p.i, hut I took it kind ot him 
that 1 e stop7>i d ind ^poko to ii.e 
Ife w int-> bo niciiii yov out of hand, 
Ml s I\'i 

‘ 1 know, ' -ud the. gill, flushing 
' I iie\i I f] lubled MIcmi s Icivl. flf 
h n .iski li I'K se\ei il tunes sinto the 
iimo.il lo heconir hid wile jtot my 
pool Jail 111 

“ ['■nil I itlui ' ” ichoed Mis Ahuy 
jn lopt s ol loiiteiupi, "will, as ho 
was yoiu pa .aftci all, there aiut 
nothing to be said, whateter ion 
may think, Mu-, Kva But he was a 
b.u» lelif' 

" Mis Mciiy, he's dead,' taid lilv.i 
ii hul-ini'ly 

The old woman lublxid hi't hands 
and lucked them nndi i liii apioii 
" I know that," said she yyith biiglit 
eyes, " and put 'longside that suller' 
ing saint your drar nia but tbcir 
souls ivDii't ht' togethci whalcvoi }ou 
may ^av, tk-aiv Will, I'll say no 
moie Bail he wis, and a bad end 
ho come to 1 don't weop fot him,’ 
added Mrs Mony viciously, "no 
more nor I'd vreep foi Gileh if ht. 
was laid out, and a nasty corp ho'd 
make " 

Eivft ebuddoLed " Don't tpeak 
like that" * . 

■' Well then dteary, T vron't, mo not 


being wishful to make yout yjung 
blood inn oold Bat os lo wrhiiit 
you II do, rU jnac toll you what fve *, 
thought of, lying awake There's the 
empty loom aoiosa the passage wait¬ 
ing foi a lodgci, then the coup's milk 
can be sold, and tlieie’e gaiden aliiff 
h} the bushel for sale. I might 
lot out tho njijHilovv as a. giaSiug 
giound, too," said Mis luh- 

bing hei nose thooghtfully "hut that 
the cow B as greedy a oow as 1 over 
set eyes on, an' I ve hod to do with 
'em rill my bom days, AIiss Fii^ All 
this, lent free, mv dexr, and bfty 
pounds in cash Ion 11 bo a l happy 
as a queen liiing heio, singing like a 
bee And then when tho vent'a 
inuuming is ovei ^iiot as ho deef ryes 
it you'll miLiy Mi \lli*n and all 
will be gay ’’ ^ 

'* Deal Nanny,' said tlie gu I, throw 
lug b(i iitnsiound tin old woniiui's 
nerk, "how good you nie But, 
null I'd I L III t ’ 

* Then you iniisi m,iny AIi Mien 
sti uglit aw ly 

I ‘ £ I 111 t do Ihit eithet I iiiUst 
' fvn my hiead ' 

j What” suceohed Mrs ATciry, 

I " and you a Itutn 1 .uly ' Ni itu , th it 
saint would turn lu hti giavc - and I 
I wondei she doti I, sei ing shu's laid 
, 'longsult* him ns toitmiti liei when 
' ahye Tin rc s \om lilies, of loiirse, 
i Jjiml Tpbcn nnd las sou ” 

I " 1 wouliiii’t take a pt'nny fioin 
I them,’ ‘•aid Kv.i coKiniiiig "Tluy 
nry ei took an, notice o1 me when my, 

I fathi r w IS nine, and 
I " IFe didn t get on well with eni,' 

O' lid Mrs Meny, " and who did he 
I g(b on with, I ask yon, deuiy 
1 'theicn Lady fpson • she Wiiiild have 
I made much of you, but foi him ' 

: " C don’t bkc Lady Ip am, Nanny 

I She ctiled heie, li you leineraber, 
ivhen my motbur was ahie I'm not 
] going to he patronisrci by her ’ - 
I " Ah, Miss By a,' s,nd the old dame 

I admiringly,." it H a bne, hngLi, haidy 
I spirit ot youi own as youve got 
I I^ly Ipseu IS iiB old as 1 am, and 
makes neiaelf up yoang with panit 
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anil ^bfiia things But shu ha? a 
^eatt Whou Icjmrd of youi 
poverty-—" 

Bn Eprang to bei foot " No i no) 
no I” flbe oned vehemontlj, "never 
mentioix hei to me again I wonid 
not go to in r rauthora family for 
bread if 1 waS btai nng What 1 eat, 
I'll earn " 

"tell ^1 Allon so," said Mrs 
Metiyf puonng out of the window, 
"heie ho komts llis foot 'ull get 
worse, li he walk so fast," aho added, 
with hdi ubuol pcMSimiBzn 

Alkn did not wait to entei in by 
the dooi, blit paiiBod at the open 
window befoie winch fiva was * end¬ 
ing He looked ill and white and 
won led, but his foot was bettor, 
though <>vcn now, he had to use a 
stioV, find walked slowly " You 
bhould not ha\e couil. out lodaj,'* 
saul Kva, shaking her linger at him 
' As Mis Monniain wotdd not go 
to Mr Mahomet," said Allen, tiymg 
to bTuile, " Mr Mahomet htul to come 
to Airs MounUin Wait till 1 come 
in, Kv,t,” Hud he dibappeaied 
The gnl liubiud heiaelf in airang 
mg .in aim-oh>ur with cushions, and 
inaHo hoi lover sit down when he 
wab 111 the room " Theia > you're 
muic comfortable' bthu sat down 
btbidc bun “ I’ll get >ou a cap of 
tea" 

“Don't liothci,” murmured Allen, 
closing his eyes 

"It'bno bothci lu rUi-y taso Ua 
,wiU havo to he hiought m Mis 
iVlcmr IS lOiiiitig Eo SUB me soon 
Bbe Wdntb to i ilk to mo ’ 

" What about' ” 

"1 can't sa} bul she askeil me 
portioiildi iy ti bu nt homo to-day 
Wo can. have our talk first, though 
l>o Mboko, Alien' 

'‘No I don’t feel luohned to 

smoke " 

'•Willyou Jiave some (mit ^" 

"No, thank you," he said, so list 
lessly that Bva looked' at him in 
ulaiih She noted how thin his face 
was, and bow he bad Inst his colour, 
" You do todk til, AUen, * 


Ho smiled fainfly " The foot has 
pulled ms down " 

" Are you sure it's only tho foot ? ” 
she inquire^ puzzled. 

" What elte should it be ^ " o^ed 
AUeu quietly; " you see I'm so usod 
to being m the open au, that a few 
days wtlnit* doors, soon takes my 
colour away But luy foot is nearly 
well I'Ll soon be myself again, Buf, 
Eva," ho took hex hand, “do you 
know why I come ^" 

" Yos,’^sho said looking away, " to 
ask me again to bo your wife " 

"You have guessed ib the dibt 
time," replied Allen, trying to ho 
jocular, "this is the thud time of 
asking Come, Mva," hu added i. o i, 
ing]y, "have you COD Melon <) what 1 
saidf” 

"You want me to lii.iny \ou il 
ones,'' she muimured 

"Neat week, if jigsbililf. Turn 1 
can take you with me tci South 
jVmeuoa, and we <an Htait a new liTr), 
fai aw^ fiom those old vcsiition*- 
Come, Eva Noar ihr nnnr, wlioie I 
and Patkin'4 aie woiIiij/j, thcic' a 
sleepy old Bpanibh town win lo I can 
buy uie most dclighlful ho ue The 
ohmate is gloiious, and we would ho 
so happy You'll soon pick up the 
language " 

" But why do sou want me to leave 
England, Alien ^ ' 

UiU turned away his bead as bo 
answered, " 1 haven't enough money 
to krop you hris m a pi over pvMation," 
hr said quietly< "My lather allows 
mo nothing, and will allow mo 
nothing 1 have to lain my own 
btead, Eva, and to do have to live 
fot the time being in South Ameiica 
I used to think it exile, but with you 
by my ude, dearest, it will bo pw adibo 
f want to many you my mothei is 
cagoi t«i welcome \ou aehei daugfatci, 
and-■' 

" And yoiu father," said Eva, seeing 
he halted. 

Allen made a gesture of ludifiterenoo 
"My hithor doesn’t care one way or 
tho other, darling. Yon should know 
my£M)h€it by this time Heis wrapp^ 


A 


u)t in Inro^lf Effotirtm is a (^laeaso 
with liini *' 

Evdi twisted hei hands togethu and 
frownt d “ Allen, T icall> can’t many 
yon^ ’ Hho auddeoisivnly, *’ think how 
fathei was muxden^ >" 

“What has that to do with it 
dcmantiad Alien almost tjpiculy 
“Dear, how you fiif^ton tnu 
There's no noed to isoowl in that 
nay Ton haso a teiupoi, Allou, £ 
can see " 

“ Tt shall nevoi lie shown to you,'* 
he saiil fondly "Comf‘, E\a " * 

iiub she still shook hu* head 
“ A lion, 1 had sinAll cause to love my 
lathm. you know Still, ho has 
lii^nii fnullv muTiUrud 1 have niado 
UP i'i\ mind to hiid out who killod 
him Iji fuu 1 niaii-y " 

Vlh II lOhe in spite of hia weak 
aiikl< .OldHiiuf'iLwav hei bund “Oh, 
III j,,' lie said iou(;hlv, “is that all 
V on I lie tot 1110 * lUy hiippines^ is to 

!>l 'rf tilul 111 this toijue Vtiy -" 

‘ \ .IJ'llO -’ ’’ 

‘ Ooii Hilly' " rill'd Kill ojicitoiily , 
' von iiia\ tiLM I lull n who killed yoiu 
Jiith 1 Tl>'ii>’iitoc,isoQipoleiidoiiot 
'■> show who ‘-hot liiTO " 

i in,i\ tjud ButdCy,” bBid tj\j| 
looliitio oliitirialo 

‘ ^ ou’ll iiovet find him, and oven 
il you do, how do we know that he 
cm U>U^ ' 

“ 1 ftn certain that he can toll 
uiiicli, said Miss Stiodndi'teTiiunedly 
‘ Tliuik, ULeo lie urnt tbo tolcgi uu 
piobably liy oidei of,my father’s 
enemy Ue came suddenly on those 
men it iniiUiiKht when they wow 
can \ in({ the body What ivas a wliiUl 
hko that dninu out so late, if ho wasn’t 
put up to nnsohiel bv some othei 
potaon 9 Atidheknookod as happeiu d 
in my dicant, imeuiboi,’' she said, 
BinkiDg her voice, “ and then he came 
here with a lying mcsSiigc on the \eiy 
day my fatlier'a wood**!! hand wjs 
stolen ' 

** Do you think ho stoic it' “ 

" Yes, I do, though^wby he should 
behave mi I ean’ii say But i am i(mtc 
sure tliat Butwy ii acting on behalf 


UF£ jTI 


of some other persoo'-^proliably the 
man who killed my father'* « 

Allen shrugged liisshouldera fiown- < 
ingly “Perl^p Buteey killed Mr 
Shode himself,'^he said, he hae all 
the prooocity of a cnuiinal ” • 

“ Wc might ovi n leoin that,*'rophed 
bha, annoyed by ..Mien's tone, ‘.'but 
L am quite beut on soarohing for this 
boy and of loainmg wbo*^led my 
fathm and why ho was killed." 

“ Kow will you set oboutit ^ ” asked 
Mien suUonly ' 

“ I don't kuow 1 have nd money 
and no induencc, and J am only a giil 
J3nt ri) learn tlio tiubh somehow ^ 

Hill walked up and down the hitle 
loom with u blight hmn, though hm 
lout wns much better ana gave him no 
pain. He was annoyed tliat Kva 
should bo so bent on avongmgstbe 
inuidci of her latbei, fox ho quite 
agicsd with Mis Mcny that the man 
was not worth it But ho knew tliat 
Eva had a niuhsh in her natuie, 
aud from the look on her faeu and 
from the luid toiu s of her voice, ho 
was sute she would not lie easily 
turned horn hei dt>sigu I'or a few 

miuutos he thought in silence, Eva 
watching him inUnlly furn ho 
turned suddenly " Kt n, in\ dcaiho 
daiJ, holding out his liaiids, “uticc 
you AJO so bent upon learning the 
nuth ludve it in my hands I'll be 
liottci able tu see about the matter 
thiin \ott \iid jl L liud out who 
liillcd \f Ui Kebf i - 
‘ I’jfpj.iriv youalonce’ "shooiiod,* 
and thii w bcibelf into bis anns 
“I ho}M> so,' said \nen 111 a cliokoil 
viuc ' i lldoinyliC^i, Kva, no man 
cm do nioir but if 1 f.til, yon must 
111 my me Heie, L’U make a boigain 
with you If 1 can t hnd tho aasassiu 
witl'in a year, will von givr over this 
idea uid become wife >" 

“'Ves,'' said Eva fiaukly, “but £ 
iiDi Cl itam that the man will be foifhd 
tbiough that boy butsev " 

“lie has to he toiind first,’' said 
Alien with a sigh, “and that is no 
easy task Well, hiva, f )1 aottJo luv 
adaitb and atari on thit seal eh " 
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"Xpur afiaiis* ' baid Pj\di m h l^jne man \9 called M'ark—and lie is in 
jof sm^riRc toi^u now He lias just ooine Itom 

■ * '* Ah,” said llie >ming man ^tmhng, South Afnca, so ho may know of 
“you have iCfn nn iil'i. ioi so long joiv fathei’s doings theie ” 
that }ou thii'k 1 IiAic nothing to do '*0h/' hht looked excited, “and 
But J h^vii touel 1>ai ksonn to fjolivin he maybe able lo say who killod 
AXy fnond Paikins md L arc woiking him I ’ 

an old sihot iriitic loi a Spanish Don Allen slirugged bia shouldeis “ I 
But Vio disco\< Hd unotlioi and nchei don’t say fiiat Your father may 
laino olio^n to mo ij\ .in Indian I have had enonues lU hhiglaud as well 
beliovr iln I'l’ACikedliunilredsotYcaia I asjnAliica But we'll sie 1 have 
ago h\ Ihu Inca tings Paikins and i ricrci rnot Jloiace Paikms, hut if he's 
I cnn*l)iiv il, huh wo b.s\e not the ' as good a felloiir as Ins biothei Maik, 
niiniei * 1 eainr home lo see if mj j ehum andpartnoi, he’’ll do all ho 
father would help me But I inighc 1 can lo help mo ' 
have -.psiiil iii>fe-clf the tioulile ho | “1 am suie you will succeed., 

letiised it once Since then ' have I Mhu,' cued lh.v |oyhilly, Muok 
been trying all these monlhs t( nda I how things *ii n littuii:iii Mi Paikins, 
cspitalisl, Lilt as yet 1 hive not l>ecn | coining tioni Vine a, is ]U->i tin pel son 
SiiOC'*ssliil Ihit ni gut liiin lOon, I lo know .dimit my t.iihei " 
au^theu Psikiiis and I will huv the ' Young Ihll baul uothin'' Tfo 
mine, and ni.ike oui lui tune-, 1 cviih i lancicd that ITui uvi i'ailms might 
you'd give up lln*- wilii gouse chisi Know nioi< al,r>ut Ali Sli 4 <de thou 
alUr youi 1 iihei's muidiiii ,ind ki | Kva w'liild like to hc.u, foi •! Iln 
us go to JJuliviit j m in v, .i, so gu at i sc imp mi Pngl ind, 

"No,' Slid I'lva, "3 iiiu-itle.vmthe | lie viitamh veil'd rml setth down lo 
tiulh r would Mevoi bu happy if 1 I a lesjiec'ahlu Iite in Eli' wilds How 

dic'd without knowing wl 10 killed luv < cvei he s,iid iLotlmig on this pm •!, 

fathri, and why he a.is kilhd huh iiuieh mh iiLd lus pnimiso to 

‘ MrU, thin [ II do luy Lest I | hnd out who miii'k imI liohert Miode 
b,i\e wiittcn to Parkins iskiiig hiMitn ' ^nd then duw I'va ilovtn hi ',idu lein 
give me snothei si\ nioiiLlis to litui a ] " \Mial uhont vomself’ ‘ hi .isked 
capitalist ind 1 shill have to tiki .iiisiotislv 

luoma in Ijondon Mhilo thoie Til ' [ don t know Mis Meiry wants 

look dt the sdirir time lor Bntsev and inc to stop hen ' 

iwhaps iin\ leaiu the tnith But if I "1 should tliink that ib the best 
1 don t—— ” ihing to du 

' ril maiij \un, it you don’t (md ' " But I ^ int,”iephcd'BYa,shaking 

• the assa-Mii in a veiii " siud Bva mr Criut, “’^Tis Meiiy is pocir I 

emhiociiig Imij ' Ah, Allen, don t unit live mi her" 

look so angiV f don't want you to "1 oihniie yuiir spint, Hva, hub T 

scar I h all you* lift, hut one yeai— dun t thinT Mis Meiry would think 
twidve months - 'vou weie doing hei anything but 

“Than it's a Iciigam,” said Allen houom ' 
kissing hci , ".imhhv Ihowdv Ibhall ' Ml the moio reason J should not 
have the asoslanct of Parkinb'b ' take .idTanlago ot hei kindness ” 
hrotber'' Allen laug^d " You arguo well,’ 

“Wlu> IS ho'*" asleil Kva, “I he aaid indulgently “Butseehcie, 

ddnt'want every one to-‘ dearest kfy motner is fond of you, 

" Oh, tliat'b all fight PaikinH tells and knows your position, 6he want« 
me hiB hrothii is shjtiwd and oUver i you to come to hci ” 

1 may na well have his dpsisianop , “Oh, AUen, it she were alone T 
Besides, 1 got a leitei hmn Ifoiaoe would lo'^e to^ I am \eiy devoted to 
Paiktns-^ that's the brother, for my { your uother But yout futliei — ” 
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“ He won t mind " 

“But 1 do/' 6aid £\a, Ler oolom 
Tisiug “ r don't liki* to say bo to 
you, Ulrit, but T iuii*<t" 

“ Say whiit ^ " 

“ That 1 don't like youi father vexy 
muoh " 

“Thgit means you doiip^ji like faini iib 
all/’ said the son coollj * “IJeu luc, 
TiVd., vvliat unpha^ant patents >oii 
and r have Youi fatlici and mine 
ucithLL very populai Hut ^ou won’t 
coine''" 

“ t ean’l Vlloit ' • 

" VTou know my/atliti is \mii dead 
lathei’s dewiest Itn ).d 

“ All tlie bamu I < iili t couip 
■ ''What will ^ou do, then * Lsked 
Vilen \LV'd 

‘ (lu out as if,i>viiUL‘Sb 

“No, ’^uu’iiHst not do tlial Whs 
1<01 

lii foil AUun Loul'l piopi'se aiij- 

llun^ the door o]>eiiL.d and Mib 
Mcnv, wil'b a soul Jaoe, usLeied in 
Mis I'alnint The widow looked 
piutiiet and hi ighti i than r vf i, though 
lAthei toininoiipLicc With a dis- 
diinlul soilt Mrs Mlijj hangid iht 
df'oi 

• li\i, d»ai/ '•aid Ml- Fjlniitf 
' Ml Hill, how ue sou ' I >i‘ Lotni 
oil hrsiriess " 

‘ tiiisiness ’ »xnl Ihj sinpnseJ 

“ Y(,s Vardon me being to iilaupt, 
blit if^T doD t ask joii now I'll Isie 
courage / want jon to conn and he 
ni\ coinpanioiL " 


CHVPTER J's 

THU M\hri JilOV’S TSKri U 

Bo boTti was a wav opened ba Pio- 
sideuce in an untxpoclcd diieotion 
kfia. Palmet, with a bigh colour and 
lather a neivous look, htood wailing 
for Eva’s leply The gnl looked at 
hei lovely hut <Vli n, voiy wibcly, said 
nothing He thonght that this was 
a matter which Eva bhould settle 
for herself But h!b w^s secretly 
amused at the abrupt way m which 


the little widow bid spoken It 
seomecl as though she was oalftng a 
faiioui instead ol confeinng one*. 
Miss Stiodi* wab (lie Aist of the tbiee 
to ieoo\m, (lud. then she did not leplv 
immediately She lirst wontod to 
knowwli^ Mis FaJmei had made so 
genr rous an otfii 

l>(i pit down, sbu said, pu4hing 
forw lid a ch.ni, ‘and than wo can 
tilk th< u< ittci oici I need not tell 
you tiiao I nu 'vey lliankful foi your 
kuid olk'i ' 

“Oil, iii\ (h It, ’ Mm Palmer sunk 
mlo ilir' cliair, and laoni'd hotseli 
with a laot bjiidki'ichicJ, “il you 
(u'cept it It IS 1 who shall bo thank- 
fill 1 do hatn lining bvnivself, and 
1 \o Tiiicj been lijii to hiiu a com¬ 
panion L liked But you, dPiti Eva, 
haic aIwiF\s be 111 i pet ol n]in|^ t 
bam known vou toi foul >rurs, and 
1 always did think \uu Uu \ory, 
di.iK'sb oi {.iris 11 \ou wdl only 
come W( slidl 1h> so happy ’ 

“But wliiL luikrs you think that 1 
waul to he any ono s i oiup, uiori *" 

Mis Palniel (.otoiuid and liliighud 
nuiou i> Sill* was ynv pi( tty, but 
with hi I pink mil wJnu cox[ipk"'ioii 
mil fits'll hill and pah' Mui <.>i.s 
dll look(d1il-( a w 1 ' doll Any one 
could SCO at a ;,liiji(> that slio was 
pi 1 h cil» hotu'si So shallow a nature 
was iiicapahli ol plottiug, oi of acting 
in i donbli* la'-hiun Yi t Ih i won- 
drurl all lhi> -aiuc that ikn widow 
should h \(* 111 mo hoi ,o idirupl u 
pL'ipo'iiJ Soiaiaedhi know, uo uuc 
Was aw am that '•ho wa> in want oi 
iiiorioy, and it ‘-ceiiu'd sliaugo if 
luoviik iiti il that Mrs f^iltrui rhould 
iimir jij the vciy nick of timo to In ip 
lisi m thi > w \v 

*' Will, my dear, ‘ she said it length 
and looking it hoi iniiniuso-hucd 
glovcs, “it wti, L/jiil Siltfii-i who l«*d 
me to make the oJfei ” 

“ ^[y cousin' Eva liowiicd aand 
Alktilookodnp ' J lo) ou know him 
“Oil, ves Didn t 1 lUtmiuii that 
.1 did-J ■ 

‘*No J was not aware that you 
had evci met ' ■ 
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" We did in tovTi iiboui) i 3 #*ai ago 
X uu^ him only oiiu. J was at 
.•Ml to dmut'i (then 1 

have boi ^eeii l^ini tiaiil tbc other 
diiy, and perbip’* that was whv I baad 
nothing X n niomher you told ino 
he ^ti&*yoni coii*]iu, Eva, but I quite 
forgot to that T knew bun ” 

*' I>o >i>u know Ml Mabk^ " asked 
Hill 

'‘Of IjOiiim r do You know I 
onaMPllid with in/old lawyui about 
toe moiK'V 1( ft hv Pabnor Ue was 
most dsagit‘t*alil(, so I te^tolvud to 
(dmnge fui a iikci mao 1 spoko to 
you lather ibunt it, and he kindly 
gave iU(^ the .uldiess of bib own I'l wyct 
I Went up .mil settled thin^ most 
satihfacton]} Ot (uutbe Mr M isk 11 
a fearful old uiununy," pj at tied ou 
Mrb P.ilmei in hii .my fasbioi], "but 
bo is agieeable ovbr legal matter'] 
and undeibtands bu‘>iu(<.3 I’lhnii'a 
atfaiiB wcie iitlur couipLu*d,1,( d, vou 
know, BO I pku,ed them nil m Mi 
Mask’s hands lie has been ruv 
lawyer ever biuee, nud I have evert 
reason to ho pleased ’ 

" And you mot my cousin Uieit * ' 
sbtd £vn doubUiiUy 

" Jjord S.ilt.us ' Yes I was Jminq 
mth Ml Mask and Ins wife in theii 
Bloonisbiiiy Squat c luuibc, a iloloiul 
old plaeo Ijoid Saltais caiut in to 
Sbo Mr Mask on business altei dinner, 
so Ml Mask asked him in to dunk 
eottee [ was tiu u, ami so we met ” 
"Jhdhuimntionmy'iiarne ' 'iiskecl 
Mias Stioile stilPy 

'Oh deal, no lie was unawnie 
li!.at I liitid 111 the B»inii> village as you 
dtd Wo tolkcil about goneial tJjings 
J)tit he iziontionLd il to nie the nthei 
night at the cirrus, when I wont to 
see the poTloiinaueo .it Shantou " 

“ JDid you go theie * * 

*' Yes, my dear, 1 lUd,” said Mrs 
Palmer, laughing " I rn sure this 
plaso is dull unodgh ^ny amubc- 
ment jdeasos me. I^ftn'tkunwatthe 
time your father was dead, Eva, 
or 1 bliould not have gone- -not thaf 
I knew Mr Btrode, but still, you are 
tuy (nend, and^I should hive come to 


oomfort y’ou But you know I m at 
the other end of the village, and the 
news had not tuna to get to me bcfoie 
T started for Bbanlon to luncheon 
with some fiiends I remaiued with 
them for the uight, and we went to 
the ciious Lord S.illarB sat next to 
ine, .ind wo iLmcmltored that wo had 
met lx.foic’ In the course of coo- 
v< ibatioii 1 mentioned that I lived at 
Wargiovo, ind he isked if I knew 
you 1 said that I did' 

"JTiiw did fjoid Stiltais know of 
ih»* luuidc 1 ' askt d Mlea livstilv 

" J bthi ve ht locirued it boiu one 
of till* piifinnifUb uulhd Mus- - " 

‘‘ SfiBs I ■ni i JSf*ul Kv a, t olouj - 
ijig—"J lenumhn Oim told her, 
and she had the ludocu, to spi ak to 
mo 

Vllon sud nothin^, lom* mbenng 
the nicssaa'i* Mis'- Loiry hail dtlivncd 
It latixe to thowomiim hand lie liad 
not spoken of it to Mvi hdliotlo, tiiid 
ilioiighL wislIv that Hus wn^ not the 
tune to loveal Ins knnwlodfjCi Ih 
piLtiircd to listen lo Mrs I'alnn, 
who as v«>t liiul pot shown liow siir 
came to knnvr that Mva tieidtHl the 
olfei ot a biluatioii 
j.‘‘So Miss Lciiiy spoke to vou / 
slid Mit ]*aliuei with gif'item,')tiilv , 
"stuh a hold i.oipsn, tbuuqh hand 
lUuic enough liOid Salt vis seems £0 

vhink a lot ol hei Indeed 1 heaid a 
imuoiii that ho was aboct to marry 
her My It lundct told me But people 
will gossip,*' added Mis Palmer 
apologetic illy 

“JiOid SariaiR and his doiugs do 
nut interest me," said Bva coldly 
" Wr have only met once, and f don t 
like him fits is too fast foi me I 
could novor onjoy the company of a 
man like that I tbiuk as he was 
relatid by injjniage to my father, he 
might liai Q called to set* me about the 
matter, and ofkned his assisuuK e ” 

"Wo can do Without chat/' cneil 
Allen quickly 

"IjGid tlaltats doebu't know that 
we oau,” jpphed Bva shaiply, " how¬ 
ever, 1 uniteLS^ud liow you met him, 
Mrs. Ptdmer, and how he came to 
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know about the mradfli tliiongh &[ts& Mn Palmeir bowevoTi iievoi notloeA 
Ltoirv, who h^d ol it Irom Oain. the exchaDgo of glanoce, and pfattled 
Bnt what Ium all this to do with your oo '* Ixira BaJtats insisted thst yotw 
aiiiking me to be your compnnion ? " father had brought home a forWie* 
Mrs Palmer coloniz'd agua and from Atnca'* 
fioemed embauo&sdd “ My dciit/' “ How did ha know that ^ *' asked 
bhe said soriousl-y, “T shall have to Alien quickly * 

tell you about Mr M«^k hrs^ that “ I don't know, ho didn't say J of 
you miy^uow all Alter the inquest oouibe began to tehese hun,foravhon 

ho callra to see me-’* 1 hinted doubts, Ixiid iiiltars said 

"But ho came here,' put in Bva that if T offeiuL to help you, I would 

"Oi^ite so, and told yon that )oui learn that you weio pool [ really 
fatlier had left no money' thought you uero uch, Mva, till Mr 

" ffow do lou know that f" . Mask came to me, oi I sbnjj^lil have 

" Ml Mask told Qie,' said tli(> cuiiio bidoio to make yoii this oflor 

widow siiuply, .md laid hei hand on But Mi Mask undt^ceivud mo 1 told , 
Jisa's hand, "dont be aneiy, my him whjt Loid Kaltoas hud said, but 
deal Mi Mask came to me ond. Air Mask replied that his lunlslup 
told iiib you wbio ixtoi He asked was quite wiong-tliat Mi Stiode 
melt I would help you in nhxt w ly luid left no uioiie^, ind that you 
1 cijiild, i ho sjid he kiif w I was would not be fihU tr> live llhciefoie 
lich and kind heat ted I aiii ihu cauir to ask you to homy coinp^uon 
(list, but 1 i<ally lion t know d 1 m at llie salsiy of or* liundied a yiu 
the last ’ 1 don't know how 1 cloio offer it, my 

‘ I thiiik jou ait*,’ said Miss dear,’ said the gooddioarted widow, 
Mtrodii softly ‘ f nevci gave M i '•* and if 1 hadn't simkcii jnst when 1 " 

Mask leaM) to talk of my business, oamo in, I snould not bavu h«v) the 

atul L dun t know why ho sliould have couiage But uow 1 have mido the 
done bo, as he did not si cm to care odci, what do >ou hs} 

what became of uio ’ I think it 'S sor\ good and kind 

' Dll, but 1 ihink he intended to ol you-" 

help vuu il lie coaid, and t uue In tul " 4nil bold Ites, J can si e it in 

me ol youi diluninia for that ]iiiipo:ie, youi ey< s- veij M}ieakiiv o>cs they 
Plva ' aiu that vou think 1 am bold in 

"Apparently he wished to pi I y the j meddling with y'our pnvatt* uHaus 
port ^ a good Bainaiitan at your ! Mut li }ou leally think so, please 
expense, Alis Palmei, said Eva | forgiio luo .^nd i'll go away Yon 
dryly, "howevei, I understand how may Iw suie III hold my tongue 
you come to know that 1 uetdod I about the luattir It every one thinks 

assistance, hut Tiord Saltars-" | \uu axe nch -as they do—it la not 

“Ah'"died the widow vivaciously', * hu me to cunLiadict them" 

“that IS what pu/ales mr Ijord [ Kva laugbisl rathci sadly * I 
Scdtais beuniR to think you aie iich ’ ! leaily don't know why people think 
"Itioh'^' echoed Allen, while Eva * I am nch,' she saad m a low'Toioi*, 
also looked smpntied ' “my father lias always beuu pool 

"Yeb Heaaulyou would no doubt through speoiilatiou Wliat his money 
inheiit your fatbei'a money I an- ailairs weio when ho caino home I 
swered— pardon mo, Bva—that Mr don’t know He and nuthuig lo me. 
Strode was not nob, for 1 heard so in ,uid no papers were found iit thi botpl 
another quarter ’ or m his pockets, likely to thtow hg^t 

Eva looked at Allen, and Allen at \ on them Ife noer told Mr, Mask 

Evii. Both guessed that the quarter i he was noh-’’ 

indicated was Mr Mill, ,wbo had a I* "JL thought at the inqi,ebt Mr. 
long liongiio and bumII * disotetiou ; Mask said bomethii^ about money 
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btang left in hi9 chdigc, E-va'^ " said 
AUetP 

• Mtss Rtiode nodded *' ^Ly falhor 
mentioned that laU'i he might give 
Ml Mask some inom.> to hold fur 
him, and that he would come agiUn 
himself*to u^t u If not, he would 
send hm wooden hand as a ugn that 
the uoui \ should ho handed ovei to 
aiij one biought it” 

“Humph, i,iid Alim pulhug his 
monstiuhe, ‘ iL tsOCins to nio thal 
the haul li.'s berm stolen fui that 

pUilHl^U- 

"If so iL wtM ho ba) ('ll to Ml Mask, 
and thill \vi ivill him who Mole 
it Ihit ol coiiibo Ml M I k v'll not 
be ahli‘ to oiM ati} tnonoy, s my 
f.iLbei so he boul nuvei h 'i. aii> 

With him I 

“This i> l 11 most intnrcsLiiig and 
iny^teiious ” said ^Iis J\diiiei ' Oh 
drai mo 1 wondf^r who killed ^out 
pool tatliej ’’ Don t look iUimous, 
Eva, what jou and Hill s.ij, will 
iievei bo repeated by u'p All I rsiiue 
lor IS to maJm Lins ofUi.aud it ^on 
think ni( lude oi inUafeimg [ can 
ciiil> a'Kilogisii and wilhdiaw ‘ 
l^jva caught tliu widow h> th^ hand 
‘ I think >ou aiu very kind ' slio said 
coiduillv, “and T thankfully accept 
\oiii oitci ' 

“Oh, vou deal i,u1' ' and Mi*- 
TaUiiPi (.nibitu.ud hei j 

llavB \ou (fuiU decided to do I 
that, Ijva ’ ' ask")] Allou \ 

"Qmie,' shi answcroil tiiiiilv p 

“Mis raltuoi liked me-' j 

" ‘ T rjintu lulorc you, Eva, ilooi •[ 
uird the widow ■ 

“ And 1 am fond of hei " ^ 

'* I ktunv yo’i aio deal, though you 
nevoi would call uu flunstunce ’ 

“ Ijatti) T n‘ay i dl you Constance,’' 
aaid Eva Bniilii.g it the biinpJe wav 
in which Mis r dnioi talked “ So 
von may look, uiton it hs suttleil I 
aliajl eome to be youi companion 
whenever yon liko ' 

“ Como at onoo, ilcot'' 

“No, [ mObt wait Imie i few days 
to leouucilc luy old nuise to my 
ilepoiiaie" . 


“Mrs Meiiy^ Oh, Eva. I am 
ahalil she will hate mu foi this Slhe 
doesn’t hko me as it ib 1 don't know 
why,”added Mrs Palmeidolefully “I 
am always polite to the lower ordetb ” 
“ Mis Meiiy is an odd woman,” 
said Eva nsmg, "but hoi hoort is m 
the right place ” 

“ Odd pedpl«’B hodits always are,” 
Slid the widow 

" Wait lierc and talk lo \ll» ii,' said 
Eva going to the doot “ I'll see 
aliout te.i' 

Jhit tho loot la Eva waiitr'd to talk 
to Mis ^linv, (tiiAuius to get ovei a 
disagieeiible inteiviow, as bIio knew 
tbeie would be stieiiUoii^ opposition 

Pohii -iiiipiisi. hoWLiu, Mis Meiiy 
w in tavoui of the Mbruiu and 
annoimciil nu rbcision wbcii E\a 
came to Itic kjtchc n 

" Don I toll me djuut it, Mi .i liv i," 
bhe sAid, ' loi I h id tuy i a* to tlie 
key lie Ic .ill till tiiPL 
" Ob, ^ inny ' ' 

" \nd why do vun siv i^hat * 
isked elm old wniii in bridi'ii. , ‘ it f 
iin't get tiir' light to lo pk ilrn you 
who bis-’ I uevi'i cn d loi Uiai 
Mis L’aliiui is is (oiiiiiuii ol ciiiii- 
ipoiv »t, -o I Iisi...iL<‘d to hnii wild 
she d. ionic 'ipbout " 

Tl»‘n you know all What do 
you sa^ ^' 

" fin, ot coui A 

“ llut, Nanny, I lUought- ^ ” 

" 1 kt'ov* you did, dt iiy, ba>d Mrs 
Miniv pi niteiitly "l‘m .liways t ill 
ing folk namc-f by xcason of iriy 
baviTig bin put on in life And Mis 
i\ihaci IS (oiuiiioii —tbeie’s no deny¬ 
ing - het f itbet being a chemist and 
bei lati' liusbaud eggs, and butter 
Bug she's got a kind hrai t, though T 
don't soe what ngbt that Matk thing 
bad to talk to her of youi being pool 
when I've got this loof and fifty 
pound Nasty oreatuie, he wunldu t 
help you J3ut Mrs Pdlmci is kind. 
Miss Eva, 60 I say, take what she 
olioTS You'll be neai me, aod pei- 
haps you 11 bo able to tcooh hex 
aumncTB, .thoujth you'll never make 
a silk piirac out of a bwiue b eur ’ 
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Eva was sm piia^d by this surrendei, 
and rqo}c>ovGi sa%\ thati Mis Menu's 
eyes wnc rod In bur b^nda sHm 
held a lettei, and Eva lemcnibei&d 
that tbe poab had callLd nn bonz 
befoio “ Have you had bad news, 
Nanny''” sbo askad uiimouJ) 

*‘I (mil a lettoj tiom«(ii]eS|' &jud 
Mis Moiry dully, "hi»Vi)tas liom 
Wbitofhapol, sdjinn ht''l:>do^^ll on liis 
luck and ni.i} \ ouu* lioiou Tlial s 
whv I wanli ycui to go lo Mis I\ilmi*i, 
dihry I can t kti-p ^ou In u* uiitb a 
nastv, svoriiin'T jail bud in 'h< liouhp 
Oh di « me,' cMimI Mi*. 

Inirsting iiitc* tf iis, ‘and I thought 
Olios WAS do id, wIklIo'O) ^ou may 
'<4^, diat birii' ' 

"But, ^a^ll^, \ou nicdiit hue 

liiiii Jii tho li(iu^< It l,c I'l.iliS >oii 

biUllv This pliiic IS join uViii " 

"J must Jiiio him/' -sjid tlio old 
WOiilAli hilplo'. I\, ' (I'lC Ill’ll l)H,d 
t)jL wiiilcis and disgt,i(( mu 1u‘Ioi.( 
c\oi\ oii« London I know what an 
awt'd iM in be is vibi n lou'-od lie il 
imiidii iiM if i Cl isscd hiin lUil to 
Ibiuk Ik bliould tiiin up alLi i all 
t1i(‘i. ^(aii \vb( n I lliMUuht Inin a? 
d( id Aiid ImiKd and lioiiit' punished 
fur In'- vMcktdiiL x ^ 

“'Naiiiiv,' iiid ki-»siri ^ 111 ' 

pool wiinklt'd li^re, " 1 11 'p< ik lo \ou 
Jatir about tins Ml mv Ink 111 li II 
Mis Paluioi that 1 accept boi olki 
"'^ab do, iluiiiy It i^oe-* lo jms 
boail tor you to U>,ivr But 'tis br rii i 
So, ami }ou’U hail \oio piulo saLis- 
faed And it will bt Chiistiaii MOik/' 
added Mis Meiiv, "to diosi tbit 
widdcr piopeily Haiiibms amt in 
it, with the coluuis she pucs on ' 
lj\a could not lulp smiling at tins 
now ot tbe lualtci, and witbdiew to 
eVQU«e hoTbolf odeiing tea to klis 
Palmer Nannv was not i.i a fti.ito 
to make tea, and E\.i wsshisl toiotu'n 
and Icom uioie, also to comfoit bet 
Bbothuicfon ogam trdd ^lis Valmei 
that bhe BCteptei» ifae otfoi and would 
rame 10 hci next week Then taking 
leave of Allen, Eva went back to tbe 
kitchtn Mis PalmSi and hei ooiii- 
panion 'walked down the luiid 


“ I hope yon think f ve acted rightly, 
Ml Hill,” BOid tho w'ldow * 

" T tdilnk you air moet kind,' said* ^ 
Allen, *' an<l J hopo you Will make * 
I Eva hapjiy ' 

I “Ill my host She bhtll lie a 
I Slater to mo But 1 tliuik,” s|J,id Mrs 
• Palmei aichl'y, "that soUic one else 
ni ij ‘D'lke hsi happici ” • 

j " Tb it IS not to bo nsy late at 
I piosf lit, ’ s.iid Allen .i litLlo sadly 
I (Jood-l'ti', Mrs Pjlniri I’ll conir 
I andbf'O^ou ami Bva beloie I go to 
I town ” • 

! " You’ll aiwavs be welutime, Mi 

' Hill, ami 1 cJiJJ pla\ the part of gooso' 
heiiv ' So lliL'V itatil d laughing 
\ iMlcii, thinking of thi^ tniii in Kva'» 
ittaus whu'li but giitiii lici H home 
' and a kiml woni.iii to look alLei hoi, 

V all I'd towards lUi cuniioou to m‘t a 
br dll ol it r si I .01 bitoie ic'tnrnmp 
lo • Till Ai.ibim Migbis’ Also he 
, washed to tliiiik ijv<i his plana le- 
giidiiig ‘Tueliiia 1Ior.ict Paikuib and 
sea)clung lor liutsev, on who’ii leenied 
' lo hang Mie wlude uialtei of the dis- 
co\irv ot hiiuile'i a^sa-isin At tbe 
tnd ot the load the \oiuig man w i>i 
slopped by a tall, Ik sh-i olonied c,irl 

' 1,1, l*U (llC'.M d, w''iotliopxK'la cults,-y 

" \VcJl, lano, and how an. you''" 
a krd Alb ii kuidl', Kiognising the 
gill i-. W • p’s eldcsl ilat't^lil'i 

‘ ( PI quit' wi 11, .uid, pliaso, J was 

CO civ< you tins/ Still I Jane 
' Mien 1 ' )l a hi own ^laiui paioel 
I .Hid si It with snipiibo It 

' v.i-> liutiU 1 to "Lawnnci IJiH ' 

I " My fdthci s,|,id Alien "Why don’t 
I you Like lb tu tho house ^ 

, ' 1 SIIV vou coining, sn, and T 

> thnugbb I '1 give it to vou 1 ve just 
I walked li un Wesiliaien, and father 
will life expeetiiig me home L won't 
, li.wu tiiiio to hike the pariti'l to * Tho 
Aiabi in Nights ’" 

I "Wlmc did thjb como fiorii’" 

‘ Askiil Alien, tucking the jiiicel imdei 

I Ills aiim. 

} " I got it fionj Cam, Bir, at 

l.CJolohpstoj ’ 

I "Ilavti you been thoie?” ookod 
' Hill, Qoliiig Iho gnj s blush He 
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loiow that Cam ATid Jiup 
admired ono anothrr, tlicugh tbo 
i polioeman was not *it aJl in fa>onT 
of Oun, whom ho hsf^idi'd, and with 
Bomfi right to do wo, as a v.igabonil. 

''Tps» Bir Mothei ecnt mo over 
with tf mosaapo to a iiiond of hois 
I walked to Weslha^on and took the 
train to Gololiostoi Stag's Giiens is 
there» an^ T met Cam He hiotight 
that iiarenl and askod me to take it 
to Ml Hill" 

'* nutwhjshoitld send paiccls 
to tn\ iathii ? " naid Allen 
“ I dfin’t know, &u But I must 
got home, or father will ho angi y ' 
When tho gill maiched o£l- which 
she did lu a militaiy wav '^iigg ^vi 
of Jier fathors tiainiiig -Allen pio- 
ceeded homewaad The pared was 
voi> light and be could not cunjcctiiie 
wUat was inside it He noted thii 
the address had Ihmiu wnttc ii )jv sonio 
one to whom writuig wan a pun, foi 
the calhgiraplw spiawlcd and <.i 111 
lamentably Com had been to a boaid 
school and oould wiito sery well, so 
awarently it was not his WTiG]n>< 
Ailen wohdeied who coulil Ix) roiic- 
sponiling with hib father, but as tlio 
mattei was really none of his Inisi- 
neet), he took the parcol home At 
the gatu of “ The Aiab^an Nights” ht 
met his f\th< L 

Ml ITiIl was as ga> and as airy as 
over, and woie his usual blown velvet 
coat and white tiuusci'* Also he j 
hod on tbo lorge stiaw hat, and a I 
fOBu blooinid in his buttonhole He 
'saluted his sou in tin off-hand man nor 
“I've been walking, Allen,” ho said 
hgbUy, “to get insiuiation fora pocin 
oh the fall of Jerusalem ' 

"I think some Italian poet has 
written oa tliat subject, air." 

“ but hot as it should be wntton, 
AHen Howevrr, f san t waste time 
now m enlightening vmr ignoTanec 
What have yon beie? ” 

A paroel fte you, ’ aud \Uon gave lb 
'*Por me, nwUy" Mi Hill was 
like A child with a new toy, and sat 
dowb Oh tho giasa by tirfi gate to* 
open il The/emoval of the brown 


papoT revealed a eu dboai d boa Hill 
lifted the hd, and there were two dry 
sticks tied in the foi m of a cross with 
a piece of grass But Allen loc^d 
at this only for ii moment His fathev 
hod turned white*, and aftici a momoirt 
•piietly lDiati>d away Tlie young roan 
Icmked dowi 'Mth a haggturd face 
“Am 1 light <bftei all?" ho asked 
hlMlBoll 


CirVPTER X 

■ siah Hirm uxi«r 

An Ijoiii litci Allen was couveifl' 
mg sviih his mother Mt Ilill, 
raiiipd info the house by Allen, 
had lu'Pu i( si\r>il liuL In st* aiUaslly 
lefiisc^d to spi ak as hi tin* cause ot 
his I 111 Lni*', and put it down to the 
h( ,it oi llif* \vi jiIm 1 and to his having 
tiken fiiu loin.'' iw ilJ, llu*) c uses 
WPie so h obit that ihi ->on (*011111 not 
liflp 1ns hpcuiluigdt lii>*ji iiiiiiil'csi 
unlintli liill saw this ,ind told Allsu 
ho would he doxtii loi uu hunt oi vj 
*^\} n'n J use I ir ly Ull you soiiu- 
tlniig, ’ hf* Slid Jr i.bl> 

' I think we may • •< wt II andei,>fcand 
^ar .kni'tliM, saiil '\Jl( n, coldly 
‘ Jliing 111 li< 10 those* thiugs which 
Laj*ii 111 the jiaice),' said Hill 

“(July one tiling caino,' ruphod his 
sou—“ I lough ciobb— 

“ Yes yes I know Biigg it in 
- pvpci and box and all Wh^tc did 
you get it *" 

\ilen '*apUincd how Jane Watp 
leooivid It itoiii Cam at Colchester, 
aud Ml Hill liateiied attentive ly " I 
iiEidc*!stand now, ’ ho said at length 
“ Blit the things in my study. J'll 
scp yon latei- say m two hours " 
The voung nan, wondeimg what it 
all meant, do^iaited and left hislathm 
to take—on tho face oi it—a much- 
needed sleep He went outside and 
picked up tho cioas, tho box, and the 
paper, which sfiU lemained on the 
grassy bank near tho gate These he 
munght mto the study, and examiued 
them J3\}t nctthiDg was leveaJed to 
his intelligenoe The box was au 
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ordiDuy caidboaid oiw, be cbJ not 
reoDf^DiM tbu ill>foimpd vnituig, and 
the orohs wm two stidks Ued 

togetfaei by a wisp ot drv E'La<n. Why 
the oontonts of the box should have 
teinhed Ins father AUon could nut 
say And that the eight of the sj'inbol 
did tenify him, he was \v>ll aseneed, 
since Bifr Hill was not a*aian givi*n 
to ffuntmg. The box came honi some 
one who know Mi HiU will, as the 
nauio Lawtenoe was on it, and this 
was his fatbni s second ninic laicly 
used Mr Hill usually called himself 
Harold, aud suppicsbi^utho Lawrence 
But 4lt(‘n li.iid seen the middle n imo 
iriactibi'd 111 iiii uid book, winch bad 
bqfui l)y Stio^le to Hill in then 
tollLge (lays Tins i.oiiicid(*ufe made 
Mien wondi i il the sending ol the. 

and tlic. iiHO u1 tlio I iiiely-usud 
nnnu bod invtlnn' to do with tin 
mu> lU r 

Wbile be thus thoUr^lit, with bis 
iiLtj >'iou>t]i; daikii and daikui, the 
duoi ujiunuil and Mis Jlill etiteied 
Shi> hvl lict-u woiking m bei own 
room, ,Uid kut-w iiutinngof the aJtaii 
lint some ii)>3tiiut tii.ide hei iiwaie 
that MLii 'Vris in Ihe housf, and blie 
ncvei tail) d to be with biiu whe ri h', 
wa^ I't home iiidi cd, die r as baldly 
ibit 1(1 lu'si him out ol hri sight, and 
sei/e 1 evei^ (ippuitiiuily nj be m his 
pTLseuoe With this love it was 
slratige* chat Alt's Hill should bo oon- 
tenttbxt Mien biiould loniain in Roiilh 
\iit(Miea fiji H> lung, and jMy onl'^ 
flying visits to the patiuul loof 

" Vnu ate bark, AJMi, she said 
softly, and came lorwaid to lay hci 
hand ou his wiiiikled foieliead " Mv 
deal Imy why that fiown ' Has Hva 
lx*t,n unkind ’ 

" Oil no, * 6aul Mien, taking his 
raothoi's hand and kisbing it, "she 
Will not many me y et *’ 

" Foolish git) What does she 
intend to do—atop with Mis Metiy, 
1 sumioao, wJnUi ii & aull lite foi hei ^ 
FarMtlei if she came to me, evoii if 
she ynll not many you at once ’ 

"She hau accept^ the ^position of 
companion to Mta Palmei ' 


"Indeod," said AIra Hill, looking 
aurpiiud: "1 abould have thrdight 
her pnde would have prevented h«r * 
plaomg herself undei on obligation.’’ 

Allen shrugged bis shoulders 
"There is no obbgattoo,” ho said, 

" Eva u to be a salary Besides, 
she hkes Mrs Palmer, and 00 do 1 ” 

" She IB not i lady," said Mxs HiO, 
purwig lip lin Ups • 

" hfcvttthidess she has a kind heart, 
and will make biva very happy I 
tliink, mntliut, it is the liost that can be 
done Eva doesn't want to cone here, 
and she will not niairy me until the 
murderer of hoi fathci is disooveTed ” 

" Wh> wont she roinu to me?” 
askt'd Mrs Flill sli.vrply 

Allen loukt'd down ' Sho doesn't 
lik(' iii> lathei,' he bud 

'* Veiy nidi' of hei to tell yon that 
Ibit I know my poui Haiolil is not 

pO£)ll1Vi ” 

" He is whiinsiGcJ," aud Allen, 

“ aud suiiibUow, Eva can't get on with 
bim She was not Hide, mother, 
hut siinpiy stated a foot Sho likes 
my lather well enough to meet him 
oLOiisiou iIH, but she would not oaie 
in livf with him And if it comuh to 
that," added Alien frowning, "no 
in ]( ‘'huiild 1 He lb luo I'CGcnialo 
foi lie, mothir, iiid 1 should think 
fui you, niolliet ” 

' 1 am fond ot yooi tathei m my 
■ •wn tvav," said Mn, Hill, looking 
down and epe<)kiug in a low voice, as 
though she iiijfle an rfiort to coulees 
.IS iiiugIi But does Eva expect to 
Imd out who nnudi'ied Mt Stiode? " 
" Yes She reluhos tri marry me 
until the assoKSin is found and 
piinidied As bho was bent on 
b( etching foi the mau herself, 1 
ofloied to soaioh for hoi " 

Mrs Hill frowned " Why did 
you do that 7 ” she asked sharply , 
" Btiodo IS oothing to you, and wu 
have to ictnxn to Ameiica far 
lipttei find that capiInhit yon want, 
than waste yuiir tinui in avongmg tho 
.death of that man ' 

" Ton don't si'em to like Mr Rt rode, 
motbei ” , 
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I bate him,' B<wl the -woiDan 
bniAly and cJprichin^ her fist **T 
, •have cauBO tn hate him ” 

“Had tay fathei ciiuee also 
asked iUlen pointedly 

She looked may “ I don't knovr,’ 
bha answered frlooindy “ Strode and 
yoiu fatlici 'were leiy intimate .dl 
their lives till both mnnicd Then 
baw V IV liltlf of him Hi' was 
not a good iQ kti Ktioih, T minn 
iMleii Jt void has any weight 
with you, stop this siMich ’ 

Tfaer/oung man lo^e and htgan to 
piLC tbi hhiiuv ‘Mothu, I ii]U>-ii 
take up the sraich, lio sud in an 
agitated voice, “tm n ^ faihei aki 
No one hut in\«i.l£ mu-.t beui ri fiA 
the asaasBin ' 

“\\hit do 3on mean 113 that’ 
ipi^slioiied Mis Hill, silting viiy 
upiiglit and fcovviiiiig daik'1 than 
ovei 

\Uon replied b> asking b (|ncsluiri 
“ Who knows that nj\ fatUui is oalii il 
liaw'renco, mother ^ 

Mm Hill utteif-d 111 oiacnl.itMn of 
smpiist Liid giew pale “WhutuLd 
yon he was called so > ' 

'< T found the nauiu in an old book 
of Cow pin s poenns given h\ Mi 
Strode to my fathci in tin 11 colh'ge 
davs Lt was piestiurd to llHrold 
Ijti'aiiKL TTjII 

'* 1 lomi iiibei the book," said Airs 
Uill, luGo^enng lux loniposinr 
“But whit IS udd aboiil >oai father 
having two mimes? lie ceitaiiilv 
^hnsdxppptd the liawrence and calls 
himself biinpiy, Jloiold J^ill but 
that la £01 the sal 1 ut convoniuiif e 
Only thoRu wlio knew him in liib 
young days would kiiu\> the name ot 
tiawicncc 

" Ah I ” said \ 11 > n thoiighiifully 
tumitig ovut the biovn pipei, ‘'then 
this was sent by suine ouc who know 
hmi in bis young days " 

Mte Ilul lookid at th'* biown 
papci oovuiuxg, at the box, and at the 
Kongbly-ibrined ciobb “ What are 
thBHe ' ” she abkod ciuelessly ^ 

“That lb what £ ehonid like to 
fcnow/^ said kei son» “ at least J 


should like to know why the sight of 
this cross in.ide mv fithor faint " 

Mrs Hill gasped, and laid hoi hand 
on box heait as though slic iett a 
buddim pain ‘ Did bo faintslic» 
asked - “ did Lawicnue laint ^" The 
voting man noticed the slip Ubnally 
hij, niothf 1 eallcd Ins lathei Air Hill 
01 l£atold,1iut nuiLi till this moment 
bad III hoaid lici f.iilL him Lawience 
tpxiiientlv tbi memoiyol old events 
wa woiking in hci biLUa* But she 
< ui(d g( nuiuelv ptiitli \Ld ob to the 
Kasuii of dill s beliavioui at the 
light of the eioss “Wlicie did ht 
taint *' 

“Outiidi the g ire/' '-aid Alim 
quietly, .ind e plMucl how he h ul 
icei ncil the pm il bom I xri Wasp, 
iind iht (lie mist inie ot ns iilIivul^, 
('luhiiL' with the (pieiv Wliv did ho 
Luel ’ ' 

“I etiii t Si'id Ml' Hill, 

puiluiig bill the iiusi Did box pit 
lj'«bly , "iliei'i I-, no ua*-nn o lai a'- 

I know Wi'll i-iL voui 1 itbei whm 

hi ,IW ikl O'- 

'III ^tiid lu iioidii i ^l•la]|l,’ Slid 
Mien -<idi\ “ lud hitvivii 3011 and 
nil, n>'''lj(i, wt nni't hi*\e ail 

l-.spl III itiori 

^•lllL filliii wont like ibr u-ibol 
the woid ijiasi, \M( n 

‘ 1 i VI't Ih1j» I’ll it ' Slid (111 \nni)g 

II will dn/g(rll\, ,vi,ij went 11 tlio dooi 
oi the1ibiai\ lie npeuid ik, looked 
out, and then oIi>s(>d 't again Ifis 
cnothi'i saw ill Ibi, vriLli buipiuic, 
jiid w'w.s till nil'll* siirpiised when 
jVUi n spoku ‘iigiun “ L'u you know, 
molhi I, why 1 sx'v I must iiJideitake 
this iiivistig.itinn ’' 

“ Nil,’ •-.lid Alts ddl, Cwduily, “1 
doii t kciinv ’ 

*' Tt is IiLcaubc J wish to save my 
father's good Oiime ' 

“ Is it 111 dfUigei * n'Auil the 
woma'i, tuxniiig pale again 

“ it might bo--it ary one knew 
ho met Air ij^trode at the Red Deeps 
on the Dight of the muidoi' 

Mis Hill leaped to her foot and 
ulistched hui mil's arm “ Allen," 
bhfi gasped, aud the obhen colour of 
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hor faoo hiui, '* how dai» you I 

say that -it la lint possible it cannot | 
—counut- ’ I 

“ It in poSBible/ said Allou finniy ' 
“ blib down inothri, and |pt mo , 
ciplain I held iiiy tongue as long as i 
I oould, but now my lathoi itid t mast | 
hive ai^ csplanation Thu loot of . 
his fjiutiiii' At khr light oT this ctoia 
niakob me snspinous, .iml tliu toot | 
that E\a wan^s to iiivi the j 

case mikes ttu iMid of vViut ma} 
enmo out" I 

“ Has I niss mjllnng to do witli > 
1h.* ,dt.ni *” 

*' JlcrttL’], wboiO ‘■jiubol H Is, oid> 
knows, 'hivH tlic loiiti;; mail gloniuilt 
“Wothri, 1 xiiji IlllJ^'lI 1 lT in tin* ibuk- ' 
,iiii 1 dll, d U) I O’m lino tin ‘ 
light II I iiiiiliititi this scsiidi I I 
nla^ liL. iihLi^ li> i\< ni\ littm ’ 

' J'lOill whll- lnUH jii III 
\d( II iiiMldid iiid '•ud his ^oic** 

" It niti'V (' f II I iiiiK to Ijisti n, 

inotlm, I’ll +( M Jim wlii’t I Kmirt I 
On th jt m/lit I wi lit to lilt U'(1 1 
lli'l'ps tn piiiv ' till filsilv of 1 j\Vs 
iIjiiIIii r iouiid ii i)iil\ i«A> Ikin 
*'H’lt son ni\n go' to thi Ihd 
I»it |ii,’ Slid Ml , lldl.Iool mg I’ll idil} 
I'lfo IiPi <^(11-. Ill “loii ‘oiai'ij 
Mini inlJi ' 

“Moi did lint th’t I kiji'a 

tliu ti nth ' 

*■ Wh it tmth * ’ 

“ TlAt Eva's ilif am v’l-tnio , that 
hrrfathd aashingdeiidhi ihespiing 
ol the HuI Pi 

Mis Hilllool isl still^uion .**irih- 
ingH at liiTii ■■ ^ on th.ui ' 

‘ T did Pithi twilight J icichrd 
tboio Loloii, It uiL'w M‘iv diiik 1 
found the hodv, and, as ni hi as 
dll *jn, 1 locognisod it Ia the gloved 
light hand- 

“ The woodni hand," moaned Mis 
Hill, lockiui:^ lieiself "Oli lioavuii 
“ Yp 8 f Tlio wliitPi'osi cii tlfp glove 
canghb my eyes From w liat Hv a h id 
told mu, 1 bud m iiui d to guuss who 
whs the dead man Xhi w uoden luitid 
etpiamed all Thu egipse was chat ol 
Btiode ehot thi ough the Iwa^ t " 

*' 13ut tbeto wag a slight dt sfa wound 
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on the arm, lemomber," said Mrs 
iliU * 

'* 1 know, but J did not notice that * 
at the time," baid Allen quickly At 
hist, TuoDior, L intended to mve tiie 
ahum, and I was hnirying uich to 
Wargrove to tell Wasp and J^kaon, 
when 1 caught sight of a icvolver 
lying 111 the mud 1 took it up—theie 
was a name on tho cilvei plate on the 
hutt Jtwas~-—Alien sankhib void* 
slid lowet "It was my owu name ' 
"The ri voht'j was 7001!* * ' 

I bioaglit It with me* fiotu 
South \meiica, and kept it 111 tnv 
potliTiiiLih All, sjTioo a weapon is nut 
uuedi'd in EiigJand 1 >ut one day I 
toot it out to shoot Home bit da and 
lelt it in this hiltaiy I nuvei tlionglit 
aliQiil d a;'iin, 01 I should have put 
it jwa\ The t)o\l sight 1 got 01 it 
ivas 111 till Iltd Doeph, aniT I 
thought- ’ 

" Thcit voui ftitlipi took It to shoot 
Siiodi-*'' huist (Hit Mm Hill "You 
( III t lj( critaiii oi that you can’t be 
No, no, JjaWioiico'" again 
1 'i< u I I the imai lUitoini'il name 
‘ liawLcucr wrndd nevpi sonimit a 
111 luliT —sii good—so kind—no, no" 
Xilf'n looked huiptibtd He novui 
i\pi(ttd bis iiioUiPi to stand up for 
bis tatbu in this w I'y Hill, so far as 
tlir son had <>r'( n, w.is nut kind to any 
one, ami he rcitainly was not good 
v\by kUh Hill, w'lio seemed to have 
no piif'cidai ahucUou foi him, should 
difp'id him in this way pu/aled the 
young niun Hhe s,i\v the (Hoot her 
>-|)i>p'‘h lipd piodnced and hukoned 
\ ill'll to sit down " Yon mubii know 
j 11 ,‘ sho ‘■ud -“you must know bow 
J r,inii tuniiiiyyom/atb(*i, audiUen 
you iftil knoa whv I speak as^ I do, 
Mien " Sli(* laid a trembling hand 
oil biB snouldei “ You never thought 
[ Wds fond of vonr 1 itlier'^" 

AUpii lookeaolnh^l'Ta^seJ "Well, 
no, mother 1 thouy'ht you tolerated 
hit I You have sttoiigih to lule the 
house and tlio whole county jf you 
,(hoso tooiceit it, but yen let my Catoer 
indulge m hia whims and fancies, and 
' allow him to apeak* to you, as b» 
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eeitaudy ghouJd not do OfUtntimoB ** But my revolver bemg found 
1 baVe be^ tueUnod to mtf rforo tvhen 

^ heairmgliow dMruripoctfiill^ be speakii, “ That eon be expiamed/’ said Alls 

but you have aln ays either touched HiU impeiiousl} *M shall nstc 
mei or have given me a look " • Harold ’ —she wont hack to tbo old 

** f would let no ono lay a imgftL cu name, buiog oolniei. " I sball ask him 
youL fathei, Allen, no one—let alone inyaelf to explain He la innouent 
his son 1 don’t love your father, i lie is whimienl and sti angit- but he 
nevhr did, but" she drew hoiscll up would not kill a fl\ Uo la tte good- 
1 Inspect Imri ” heaiUd’ 

The junng man looked sgbAsfc “1 <\llen wonden>d moiu and moic 
don’t see bow any onu ran lospoct ^ that bis mnthri should lie ho blind 
him," he said " Heaven imly knows i ‘ I am waiting to loai,” lie said re* 
I should 1 iku to bo jiroud of m y lather, ^ siunr dly 

but with his ocoenliioitios-” I 'You will not lepoat whit I sa^ 

“ They ooicr a good heait" i lo hba * ’ 

"Well, moilici, Yoa know I at," 1 'To no ono, mother Oji'ut 

eaul Allen soothingly ffo dio not ' heasens, do you think 1 would 

tbiukluslatherixihsobsi^d a good hoait ' •' It voutook aftci yotii fathr t,pout, 

by any manner of nioans 'IIil' voung h ibbimg ao'il, you would " 
tellpw was atfoclvuialo, hut he was ' "Ah," Mien kisbod 1 oi h.uid,‘'hut 

also keen sigbto< 1 , and Mi lldl hid ' I am yoiuown sou and know how to 
iicyei counnanded. his lespect in any hold my toiu'ut Coluc, iiMCher, tell 
way rnc all ’ 

"I do know best ’ssidMit TTdl in “Thi'U don’t inttnupt Ml I end, 
a stiong tone, and looked guite* roui- , then you ctin lu.bkc youi {oninuntb, 
inanding " AU“n, in youawai^. wliy , Mlou " She setlli d liuis* Jt and began 

r am so load ol Ksa ^ ’ | to spr ik dow'ly ' Jk ili niy]iU(TUs 

"Becaubc she is the most chainniig ! dicif when I w isa youn.> ^iil, aiidliki 
gill lu lh<' world,' said the. lo^et 1 M>aSuodoIwi''1(H^ii*lioiita)iuinv 
fondly " Who could help Iwing loml < J was taken inio th» house ol Imid 

of Mvo?" I Ipsen Ub a nuiseiv guveii^ess-’ 

"Women are nob asnally fond of [ “Wbat' blya’s luotbei 
one auothei to that t \tunt," said Alls "J did not teicli her, ai shi wiis 


HiU divly, ‘ and a mother does not 
always love the giil who is likely to 
take bet son away Bo, Allen, I 
don't love Eva ni niucli for bei own 
^ saloi as btruuse she ib the daughter 
of 'Hoberi Strode ’’ i 

" [ thought you disbktd him yon < 
Boad. ho wab not a good man " I 

" Beithci bt wbs, Mien Ho was 
the yvorsl of men- -but T loved him all 
the same 1 should have manicd 
him, bull foi a tiouhlo that came T 
have uoyer told any one wbat 1 am 
a^tit to tell you, but you mvit know 
1 don't bebevo your fatbci killed 
Strode, and you must do your best to 
keep him out of the luvescigauoii 
Witb yoTU fother'esenfaitive nature be 
would go mad if be were accused of 
ooh a orliua • 


my own ago. but I taught her younger 
biolheL yvho aftiwwaids dice You 
pKumstd not to intuiiupb, Alfou 
\\'ll, 1 was coinpaiativclv happy 
Ihiie, hut Iiody ipsea did not like 
nir We got on biwy Thete v as a 
laigr lioiibo-partv at the family scat 
111 Bnukiugliamshirej and I was there 
with niy charge Amongst the gueats 
well' Ml Htrode and yoiii fatbei 
They wuo both m love with Tiady 
Jano Eclbam " 

" What' my iathri albo ’’ 1 novn 
knew— 

" You shall never know if you iii- 
teiinpt,” bsid bis mother unpenoiisly, 
" wait and listen, I loved Blioae, 
but as he was (avomed by Lady Jaue 
1 saw tbeiu was no obanee for me 
Yout fothot then had not come m for 
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bis nmxejt ftnd his fuliior, ambitious 
and iicli, ytob aaxioub that he should 
mahe an aribtocia^o match That 
was why he asked Lady JaiiL to be 
hia wife Bhe rofubed, an she loved 
Bobert Strode I (pit '\uiy uiisorable, 
AUen, and as jour fathei was miser¬ 
able aJsa ho niprl to console uk Hp 
was muon appiecmted foi liis tiilnnts 
m the houbr, and ab Uu was i {^eat 
ftiond ot Ml Btmilp'a hie lack ol 
birth was ovotlooled iNot that 1 
tliinh Lord Ipseii would h.tvo .dUiwed 
him to mairv Lady •lanr Hut lie 
never gupsiod Ihit riAiuiil lifted his 
oyoB bO hi^h Well, thiuj?s wlio in 
this position when tbe necklAie was 
lead'—vei, UiB ncfkIdCP bclon^inij; to 
Lady Ipsin, a tAmilv liLiilcoin -valued 
at ten tli(»usAiid ]K)uiuls It wa> 
taken out lI lljo Stilf ’ Mis Hill 
diopped liPi ( >(s Aud iddcd in a Imv 
\oiou, * J WA« dPiusnJ ’ 

Mhii u)u1d liiudly bihfVi hi^cAts, 
and losu lillul with i.uJi;'ii\tiou 
^'Lo^ou nieAii to sav tL.it ini one 
datPil to Acciibe voii'" 

‘ TjAiI\ Ipspu did fib* lu vei liki .1 
UK), and in.*do Oie acnisiii<ii Sijf 
ilfUared LLal sltuldi bin Ki i u* tin 
bafr ill tin. ■>* bool moin \s I \ Af* 
101 V poor, she insistid iliat I li'ld 
taken it As it h.ijippticd I tbd fio t<« 
London‘'hiiiHj alUi llio iiibbi i\ ar.il 
before It WAS tound out L«l> Ip'-eu 
said theft I wont to pawn flic okkicp 
I could uot iirovc iiij iTinuu net, but 
tho Eail mt«itc»cd and sitwal bj nu 
Ilu laoiBlcd tUit the diAior wAb 
ndicuIouSj and luadu tile <k icclna s 
which Lady Ipscn Ii.id i ailed ui, d' op 
tite mvestigallon T wjb coii'idixid 
innocent b\ aH save LaUv Ipscn 
Tho necklAoc was never found, and 
has not boon to this day 1 was dis- 
ohAEged with haidly a penny lu niv 
pocket and ceitainly With no liienil 
La spite of i^ple tAying I was inno- 
oentl could not getanothpi iituatiun 
I should have st.ui> I, xMI™, and was 
ataliiugin Loudon when ^ou] tathci 
came bkp au angel c|^ light and — 
bjampil me '' • 

‘ Mjamed yon ’ Did bo love y on '/ " 


“No, he lovod Lady Jane, bnt she 
named Mr Strode But your father 
was BO angered at what he considered 
an unjust charge being made agamst 
no, that ho iisked his father's wrath 
and made mo his wile " 

“ It woe noble of him/' baicl Alk>n, 
«bal-'* 

“ It was the act of u Bamt I" ched 
Mis lIiU, iibing * Ills father cut 
him off with a bhillmg for what he 
did J WA4 peumlpss, decoded, aJone 
r would have died but for Lawrenoo 
lie came -1 did not love him,yior he 
me, but r leippol him for havmg 
saved a bi oken-huartod woman from 
a (loom woise Ibati death Allon, 
Vilen, can T ever repa-y \oiir father 
Lot Ills nublu ALtt’’ Can you wonder 
that I lolriiito Li 9 wlniiis—that 1 let 
him do whiit be likes? Ho sa^l 
me lie sui iendriod all for me ” 

“/Ip (ltd act wpH," admitted Allen, 
piu/’li'il Co think that his whimsical, 
fmoloUb iitlui bliuuld act so nobly, 
‘ but you made iiiin happy, mother 
Till ri 1 , houji thing to Ix^ aaid on 
our lido " 

•‘Nolliingf nothuigi" oned Mrs 
ILiil vvitb tho iiiartyi insiiiiot of u 
iiolilp wouldII “ho gave up all for 
iiip Ills laLhu relotited .vfb i a hme, 
diiit lu iiihriilcd A foitiinc, but foi a 
\f M wc* iljiiu^L HtiirvPil -together lie 
inAiiiid mu when 1 was under a 
cloud 1 can never lepay him, nevi*r, 
mvi'i, I toll \ou, AUen " she said, 
lai mg hiPi with clenched hats, “if I 
thoiigid lliAt bp ( ommittcd this Cl UUP, 
i i.oukl take the bisuip on invsclf 
iAiibi,i that, let bim suher He saved 
ini‘ Shall J not Kale him?" 

Was thp poison who stole thn 
IK (Iluce over dispoveied, inollipr ' ’ 
‘Au, the iK'cklacc vanished aud 
has nmei licen found to this day 1 
met IjadvJane Strode when she Came 
Lpie She did not behove me to bo 
guilty, and we wore good fnonds flo 
1011 spp. Alien, it IS small wonder that 
J lot jour father do what be bkes 
Vyhv dmald I crobs the desues of a 
man who behaved so nobly ^ Some¬ 
times J do interfeie, as*yoa know, for 
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at times Haiold lUKidi g'lidauce—^but , 
oiil)*iaioW' 

“ Wollf Tnolhw, 1 11 ndpiBland now, 
aad oan Tiotlnng But as tri ' 
how tbr KVnhti (.a.nc to Hit, Rod ! 
Doppi — - ” , 

"VoW shall explain,*’ said 

Mrs lIiJl iiionnp to tho doni, ^ 
“prtino with me 

TliP tv?o 'vtnt to Ui« loom at the , 
back of Hit house where Hill had lain ' 
do an It Wiib one ol the Cluek 
apaiiiiients wlesr the little man i 
som»tMnc-i took liis sjesta Bid tije ' 
gi ,(001111 roue h which Mien h.ul 

IcH him iMiig iiii houi picvioii-, was 
Liuptv, and tlio window was o) i mi 
to the lioinari loloiiiiibde Thej. was i 
no sign ol Ml 11 ill 

* tlo must h,x\e gone inio iho 
paiden,” ssid tin ivih and btopjtpd 
oul 

Itnt thde wns no Mgn ul hnn 
theie 'ihi gaidiiiei was wuiking in 
the distiUKu,iiTul Mis Flill (i-kiid him 
where his piasto w,i • 

“ done to ijondon ijiiim, wwHie 
iiiioxpi’oteil atisw, ■ ‘ lurhs ihoM 

him to Ihe W i blhai en SLitimi * 

Mini .iiid hii leothf'i Innlvi'H it mii 
anothii with diiMil ni tlieii c\< •> 
Tills sudden dopaitiirL Wiis uiriiiious 
iti the ( xlii nil 
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Mk l£ir,i.leltTio in's* ige behind him 
wiUi the gKKitn J icohs retuined .ind 
said that Itia niastei hud gone to 
Ijondon, he did not stato when ho 
would loturii VlLi'u mid his mothei 
were muoli pupkxiMl bv this dis- 
appeaiajioe it looked tuiy luiich 
Itlro a flight bom jii Hce, hut Mis 
Hill could pot be pti-^uadcd to think 
ill of the man to whom bhe owtxl so 
much Like many women slio toqk 
too humble an atlitude on account 
oC the cbligaiion bhe hud monnad. 


'Yet ]Mrs Hill was not hntnbla by 
Tiatma 

" What will >ou do now, Allen > " 
sliD asked the next moimng 
" L inland to leani why Cain Boat 
that parrel to my father If he can 
cvplaiii 1 may oadout why my fathoi 
is afiaiil ” • ^ 

“ ] don't think ho is aliaid," in- 
sisti'd Mis Hill, much tiuublcd 
'‘It looks Stiy lik(‘ It,” couinienLed 
hei son ' howevei, >i>ii hail bettor 
tell the EiOLiauLs that i,iUui has gon<‘ 

10 Ijotidoii on husni'ss 1 expect he 
will 1 oiup bai k lh‘ c in t stop awa\ 
indehnltrl} " 

"Of roni‘«o he'll conie hack and 
I'xpl 111 ) PMUytlnni* \lli n, \ourfathci 
1 '.wliiTinifal- I alwfli'- idiniiudHiat, 
hut lii‘ hIs a hi ill lit /old All ilia* 
n 'ti,ui</c iti liLs conduct he will 

npl Lin nil h'-. 1 ‘liiiii " 

“ IIm ‘11 will 'll look iii> ii>iul\et 
111 till'Tleii I>1*1 p 5 ’ " -irtid Mli’i ,^iiinl\ 

' \MiiUvci hi (onk it ioi itwiisfoi 
no ill ]iniposp,‘' VII Mia Hill " Pii- 
h n,s ho niiili sn i(ipii]iiiiinrnL to Bco 
Stioilc thi ic it >>11 L don t wondoi 
I’c \vi n* iiuiid Im Snodi* Wii*- qiiitr* 
I'll kind ol Ml in who would iinndoi 

Jiiiii ' 

‘III Ih it cis-i* Ml Stn'dr has fallen 
I into 111-, ow I tiap ITnwfvei, 111 sec 
vh.i> 1 can do 

Lie I infill, .Mien, yoin fathoi's 
good luiiue iimst not snflei '• 

" Thill IS why I am undertaking the 
ii>M otig.ition, ar jiliuit thoyouue man, 
using ‘ Well inothei, I am goingto 
bOL Mts Meiiy ind abk whcie Cam 
IS to bo iouiid The circus may base 

11 ft Colchustoi ' 

' ' You might take the blown papoi 

' that was lomid ihe box," suggested 
* Mis Hill ‘ Mrs Merr> maybeable 
' to i,.ij it the addrci-s is lu her eon's 
1 wiiliug’’ 

I ‘ I don't think it id—the hand ib a 
! most illuciatc one Cam knows how 
' to xviito hcttoi I have seen his 
I letteis to Eva 

' "What' ' ^oiicd Mrs HiU, Boon 
{ dahsed, V does she let a lad in that 
! positiou wiite to her? ' 
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'*OAin IS Kva's foster - h>other, ascd to hot. as you night say/' 

mother/'Siud. Allendiyly, *'and sheI'l Mis Merry “Oh, Mi Alton, dear/' 

the oiilv one wJio tan manaL,c him " slie sjMko Tvith iJie teats streauimg 
'* ifo'b a bad lot like his f.<thoi fias down liei witheiod face, “oh, what- 

liofoio him," miitteied Mi& Tlill, and etei shall I do without my deary ">" 

thou went to enplcMn to the ants “You’ll see hei otton, said, Allen 
that Ml ndl would be absent foi a I soothiuglv 

fowdays, ■ j ‘ It want Ik thn same/' moaiird 

Allen walkrd to ATiser^ (TjsMi , itid , Mis Mciit' “ Its like luariyiii^ a 
aimed tlieie jusl lx loir nnrliJai Cot i ddughtei, not that I've got oife, thank 
home time lit hiil hei n sttallin<; on hiavi n —it s iipvot tho same " 
tho oommoii wondciinj^ hnw to con- *' Well well -don c ciy, thoio'a a 
duct his campaign flew.is now tu , giMKl soul 1 have conn to see you 
the detective busm{''«s and did uot ! aluiutCiin" * 

s*ei V w"!! know Iiow fo puicnril A( 1 Mis Mciiv gaio ascieocb “Hc'b 
hist hi had bcun iix liuoiltosivd pio i in giol' 1 see it m your oies' Oil, 

fo->nii>iinl at'uslii.nL.i' hut on siimid I wull 1 knew he’d get Ihcte' " 
thovghts ho clc'cidi d 1 1 taki no one | “ JIu hasii l got theie vet," said the 

into Ins roiiJiili ii( ( loi the j»ii si iil | yoiuik, in iiupaLu ‘ (omo into 
Ih* dll'!'!! il \,]] ill 111 111 "hi li m, I im I tlir ih xamg rormi 1 can i>'S}i 1 ain’’ 
cciniug Lis fjtliLi ^ I'oiiiu ctinii i ifi I “1 iL nnudji i oi pmc-hing oi huj:- 
the ciiiTie i-lx* li> no’111 ns'.li.ned ghii} ”’ iskiilMis Meiry, still beat 
Jus D'otliii s goodopjtunII of \Ii llill ' oii hi ]ir\in^ CJiiti i»aB mi trouhle, “oi 
Mini and Ills I lUu I had 111 VCL g't on I oisi sti aliurr, buinii' bo's in a 
w **11 tog«thi i, as ihi II jiitiiM's will 1 I Ilf ns' ’ 

diarnetiically op{X)-cil to c^ich othi i | “ It s nunc ol the threo," eaid Alloii, 

Allen had tilt, sti ady gii'Hl -(II »•ofhl^ i '•iHing down ind taking the blown 
incibnei, wliiK thi I itlii'i was'/i v ami pip'i w* qipiug out oJ his pocket 
light aud I jspi'i •iiiigjy lii>oilin'- , ' lim \\ is]i Haw him in Colchuetcr, 
riad not Ml- ilill tliom'hl Ini-il' | ind he s fiuiti'woll ' 
liuund, out lit i^i.ititnil , to hve ' \nii ik'li.Us shebeen calling on 

thuni.inwLii Juul donn 'o iinn li loi I iiu sou Ihi n, I’d like to know'’’’ 
hei, and hoc ail eoflm it»n -hi , a-.Kid Mis Miii\, biHllmg “He 
OE>rlaiidv would nut J>i\i pul up willi , slvut ni mv hci ihongli he says he 
sufU a tiyuig Inishainl foi so many j lov« > Ini, which 1 don’t hehoic To 
years AlVn was ilwiis* unpflirnt < in iinitfd with tbit medilleaoiiie Wasp 
of his fathei's ways, and ahbtnu I jvihcc'iian No, Mi Allen, never, 
only couhiiiied lem in tlii new lu j wlinkwi'r you loaj' say ’’ 
ternk of his LWcrgicon sno Ih could | ‘ >oii ran settle th.ilyfiuiBclf All 

seatcoly lieliese that the niaii w iishis j f wish tc> know is Ihib,” hobpteadouf 
fathei, and always telt iolij\i d win 11 I th< pi]iei “Do you know whoso 
out of his piistixf Hviwfitr, lx-* , wmiii!. this ib ^" 
detoiiDuiod to do hi-. Ik si to gid to Mi-. 'M+iiy, i ithec Hurpmed, lent 
tho bottom oi the m iti^r Ii« could j Ovii tim papei, and began to »pell out 
not believe that Mr Hill had laid tliu i tiie addreav with one iiugei. “ Law 
fatal ahoy, but fancied the little man I icnc^ Hill,” she said, “ah, they use'll 
had eoiDC knowledgi ul whohaddono I to call youi Liillioi that in tho old 
so. And whethei he was an uuces- i dayrs 1 nevci hear him called so 
sory beloru or aftei the hict wis ' now ” * 

equally unpleasant “Ncvei mind What of the 

On arriving at ^Iis Meiiv’s abode wilting > “ 
he was greeted by that gqod lady wilh Mre Mer i y looked at it at a dist xact- 
the nows that Dva had gone to spend , held it close to liei nose, end then 
the day with Mia Pdmer ‘ To get ' tilted Jt aideways All tiiu time hii 
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fan gtt'ff paler and jKtlci Tnen she 
tow an envelope out of her pookot 
aad. glsDccd from <^bo bioxvn paper to 
the addresi) Suddenly sbe gave a 
cry, and throw liei apion over hex 
heM., Oh, GiL'S —Gilee —whatever 
hove you bin up to I ' 

“ What do you mean ^ ” a^ked 
Ahon, feohng incliuod to shake her 
'* It’b writing/' sobbed Mis 

Merry■ still invisible, “whatevei you 
may sn\ it’s his own wiifeing, he 
never having been to school and wilt¬ 
ing pob-hofiks and hangtiis anful'' 
Shf toie tho apion fioni her face and 
pointed," Look at this Lawienco, and 
at tlub, njy name on the env€'>po 
Ho wmte, saying he s roniing i i‘lc 
to woitv rut, anil I (.^pt ct heS nt 
to yoiiT pu (•aving tho suni They 
was iliiok in the old lUvs, tho w'cked 
Old davs,” said Mis Miiry ^\ilh 
emphasis, “ I mean yoin pa .lud hi'n 
as IS dead and my hinle of a Odes ” 

" So GiJos Meiiy viotcthis ' ' said 
Allen thoughtfully, looking at the 
Enown paper willing I wondet if 
the oross IS a sign betuef ii fatln i 

and him, w hi oh hasoalhd ini falhti 
to London '* 

“Have you seen CJiles, Mr * ” askoil 
Mrs Merit dole Lully, ‘ if so, lell him 
I'll bolt and l/ai the House and h ive 
a gun leuly I won’t 1 h> stiuck and 
biuhed and liadgeii d out of my own 
home " 

" 1 haven't seen youi husband,' 
explained Allen, using, “tins parud 
WHS tent to my iaibei by your son 
through ,lane Wasp" 

Mrs, Moriy t.avc another ciy 
“Tie's got hold of Gain -oh, and 
Com said be hadn’t sxA eyes on him 
lie's ruinodi" AIis Merry flopped 
into a ohs x ** My son'b luiiieiT— oh, 
and he was my pride 1 But tliat 
wioked father m his would, make 
Heaven the other place he would.' 
* *' f sv^ipose Cam must have got the 
pftronl iiom his falhuv ^" said Allen 
“He zxcUat barei. It’s in {Jiles‘s 
voting What WHS in the paropl, 
sit?” 

'*'A oree8>raBde of two atteka tied 


with a peoe of grasB Do yw know 
what that meens ^ '* 

“ No, I don't, hut if it conies from 
Giles Meiry, it means some wicked 
thing, you may be sure, Mr Allen, 
whatever you may say " 

“ Well, my father was mueb u^t 
when ho sot this paicel aqd be has 
gone to l^ndoD ” 

“ To soe Giles ? ” asked Mrs Meity 
don't tnow The paioei eame 
ftom Oulcbestoi ’ 

” Then Giles is there, and with iny 
poor boy/ oiieil Mrs Alorry, Uembl- 
ing *Oh, when will my cup of 
mihery bo full ^ T always expected 
this ’ 

'* Don t be foolish, Mrs Meny^ If 
vom husband ctiin«‘« yon can show 
him the dooi " 

“ lit' d show roe hia lioot,' lotoited 
Mih Viiiv “lie I, good niiod to 
mH up, and deal out Tl (Wdsnl 
fill Miss l'’va, 1 would And theie, 
T’vt b ul to pait fioip lii>i on acrount 
ol (liks It ho c.i>iio and niAile the 
house, what he do make it, \ihjch is 
the pit of Topliot, a men thing it 
would he foi Misb B\a ’ 

‘ [ II hieak his he.id if hr wotiies 
Kva, said Allt-n giiinly , “ I’ve dealt 
laduii' with that hoxL oi luJhan ihit 
I want yon to tell me wheie Cam la 
to bo heal (I ot L expect the urrus 
has left Colchester by this time " 

“ Cam never wiitcs to nie^ho being 
a bod boy,' wailed Mis Meny, ” ,ui’ 
now as his father’s got hold of him 
ho’U be wuiso uui ever But you can 
sec m the papois wheie the play- 
aotoni go, sn ” 

' {Eo be sure,” said Allen, “how 
stnpd I ami AVell, good-day, MiS. 
Meiiy, and don't tell Miss Eva any* 
thing ol this * 

" Not if I waA-fKittui^ into ^loes,” 
said Mrs Meny, walking to the doM 
with Mien, “ ah, it's a queer woielcL 
[ hope I’ll go to my lung home soon, 
sit, and then I'll be whete Meity wiU 
ZH»T«i come You may bo sate ihsy 
won't let htK^ in " 

This view of the case apneated to 
afiotd Mrs Merry mutdi saliefaQtionf 
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and Bha ofatickled as Alien walked substantial dinnert Bome of 
away He went along the road obildien sat round, and M\s Wasp, 
womleting at tiie situation His a grenadier of a woman, wan at the ' 
fasbei was not a good hnsband to his head of the table. But tmee ehildten 
mother—at least Alien did not think sat out with .weekly jonxnals on their 
so Giles was a bmte to his wife, and paper and pencil in ];iand * 

and tao late Mr Btiode from all ^ey all tnree looked sromed. After 
accoimts lnaA been a negleot^l epouse greeting Allen, explained 

“And they weie all thiee boon oom- “There's a prize for guessing riie 
panions,” said Allen to himself, “1 names of Eurtman capitals,''%e said, 
wondei what i'll find oat about the ' its given intbeTFeeiltvh'ter, and Tve 
thioc'^ Perhaps Giles has a band set thorn to wotk to wm the prize 
in blie tleath ol Btiodo At all events Tlioy'ie working at it now, ami don't 
the death has b( on caused by some* get food till eaoh gpts at loasV two 
tioublo a* the p^st izod fozgive me capitals They must enm money 
(or doubting my fatbea, but i dread somehow, su " 
to think what 1 may learn it I “ And they've been all the rooming 
go en wilh the ease But for luy without getting one, sir,' said Mm 
niotlier's sAke 1 go on” Wasp plaintively Ap]tarcDtly her 

\lli n rin\v diirctod his slips to beait yeatnud o\ot hei three children) 
Wasp's altodi, bs bo knew at this who looked \ety hungry “Don',t 
hoiii the little pohoeraan wrndrl be you think tlir>y might eat now in 
it home It btimk Xlkn that il honour of the gcntlomuna visit?” 
would be just ss well to see the *'Silence I" oiicd Wasp, “sit down* 
bullet wliieh held pioioed the b^^ait I No talking ip the itnks Wellington, 
of Ml Strode If it was one honi Kitchearr.andBoodicca '—these were 
bis own levolvoi and Alien know the names ol the nabappy children — 
the 'ihape of iti bullils welU-theiu “ luiist do thi u duty Named aftei 
viitnld ho no doubt as to bis father s generals, sir,' added Wasp with pndc 
guilt Bac Mien fmeieJ that frnni “ Was Bofulicea a gencial? ” ashed 
^e fueble natuu of tin* uoimd on tbo Alien, soiry foi the mifoitunatu tno, 
arm, it was |usli the kind ul ->hal<v who waie voiy eagerly seiurching for 
.Liiu ubirh would be taki n by a timul the capitals m a seboi)! atlas 
man hke bis tatboi Ptib,ips ithih '* \ siiygootl oiui foi a woman sir, 
was Allou'b thcuiy) the three com- as rui infoimcd by Marihorcngii, mv 
panions d( old met at tho ^ed Peeps eldest,, sir, as is at a liourd school 
•—Ml Stiode, (jiles, and bis fathui Doadicf'*i,if you don't know tlie capita] 
Mr Hill, m a hb at lagc, might haio of Uulgaiia you got no dinner ” 
hrea the shot winch upped tho aim, Uodidieoa whimpored, and Allen 
bnt Odes must havo l^n the ono wont ovci to the thiee, bis kind heart 
who shot Stiode tbtough the heart aching lor tbcir hungiy looks “Hoha 
Of cotuHO Mien had no muiids to is tho capital Put it down ' 

think m thib way, and it aU depended '* Bight, sir," said Wasp in a in{li> 

on the sight of tho bullet in the tary foshiou, “ put down Sofia ” 
posBCBBion of Wasp as to the troth “ What capital ate yod trying to 
of the theory Allen intended to get hud, Wellington ? " asked Allen 
Wasp out of the loom on some pre- " Spain, bit, and Kitchener is look- 
text and then fit the bullet into hv, ing for Victoria " 

vreapon. He hail it in his pocket lor “ The Anstralian country, sii, nut 

thCpnqjosc This wau tho only way Her late Majesty,” said Wasp sinaxtly 
m w*lbch he could thmk of solving “ Madrid is tho capital of Spam, and 

the question as to ^ father’s guilt Melbourne that of Viotoiia 
or mnoooioe, * Theohildren put these down liaetdy 

Wli^ was at home partaking ot a and simj^y leaped for the tabic 
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“ Silonce t " cried tbc poliooman, I 
borrified ab Ibis him} , graoe " i 
The bhroB blood up and rcoit^giaoe ; 
likea drill eoi^eant efaoutmg the ntandr i 
ing oider^ lor tbo day Shortly, then \ 
3lhWB at work Wasp surveyed i 
the family giimly, saw they 'were or- { 
derly, and then tui ned to his yibitoT | 
^ Now, nil Vilen, su, I am at }ou* ' 
dispoMi* Come mlo the poi lour ' > 

JJe ted the wa> with i, military i 
btep, and chui>I<leh bioke our amongst I 
tho tainily iclKwed of his piosence i 
Wheit 111 the nmall room and tho dooi I 
cloRod, Mien came artfully to the 
Buhjpct ol his call J t would Oob do 
to lot Wasp buspcotdns rmnd Oor- ' 
toiuly bhe police man had ovoi jrat* ' 
hi6 Buspioion that Alic ii was coin or uc‘d | 
in the uiaiti‘1, hub a point-od ir quest I 
Iq} the hullul luight le.iwakuii then) > 
Woap iva-> one ot tbost. hast} rieopU , 
who |uiiip to couJusioiis unsuppuitod ■ 
bylKls I 

"Wnsp/ said Allen, sitting donn , 
uiidtii a foili.ut of Ijoid tiohtitb, ' 
“ Miss titiodi find rnseolf aic unpaged | 
as }on know" i 

“Yps, sii ’ Wasp ■slindim* fitillh ■ 
saluted *• T gir** lou joy 

'• Thank ivm We liAve Ij«‘( n talking 4 
over the di abh of iiei I ttliei, and she 
18 oiixious to Ir ciin w lio killed him " ' 

*' Natuial ciJULigh," s.iiil tho poll** - 
tnati, scjatohmg lub chin, "but il is 
not easy to do that U'-periall> ' — 
Wasp lookod slv—"as thni* js no 
row aid/’ I 

'* Miss Sliode IS not m a ]iositioii to i 
offer a rewaid," replied Allen, ‘ so, toi , 
her hadee, T am nndcrtoki ng the seal oh , 
I mat want youi assistance, AVasp, 
and I am picpaicH to pay }Ott toi • 
the fuuDO I am not iicn, but if tun | 
pounds w^d be ot any use——* 1 

*' If }oti'd alatuily of t(*D sir, you'd | 
know as it would, * said Wasp, looking j 

S atilied ‘ I’m uol a hagglor, Mr 
loll, but with bread so deal, and my 1 
childten beiug Urgi' catuia, I’m willing 
to give TOU lofdnuation tor twenty j 
pounds • 1 

"i oaa't afford tbat/‘ said Allen j 

de^doiily ** I 


"T eon tell you something about 
3 utsa>," said Wasp eagerly 
" Ten pounds will pay you for -voui 
trouble," replied Allen, "and ie- 
meinlier Wasp, if you don’t aooepb 
the olfer and find the onlpiit on yam 
own, there will be no money coming 
fiom the Ckivt rnme.tt" ^ 

"ThuoViil be piomotion, Ihoiigh, 
Mr Allen," soul \Va"p, diawnti hiiii- 
bclt up, “and that means a laiger 
saldi^, Let Us Ha\ lifteiu" 

"Atiy good, thou'^ >ini diiio a 
Hard iKirgain When the niuMcm 
is laid by the hroU, I’ll piy }ou fifteen 
pounds No, AVofapi" be Oiddi d, v. i nig 
nliat (he policeman mas about to siy, 
“ I cau'tgi\c son .uiytliingon itCi^inf 

Well, la H a bij^Min '’ 

"It must he, iis ^rii won t do oil f ’ 
IMS!,’ said AVisp Mil lullV ‘Wliat 
do YOU vianb to knii%v * 

" Tell nio ahui'b this boi ’ 

"lJuls«\ ’ Wasppiodtued.i l.ngi 
note bonk * I 11111.1 to Wesln.icn to 
111' il Ibcio \wL-> tjnth 111 that Vtiniflai 
siliooJ Imsim slit toliluif alxi d vi'un 
J intt h>ni itii Mien, ihi i< s no 
r’limliy sUiool, hut, thm wa-i <b 
liiril un ingcd foi thihljoii tiuui 
. Ijondon 

•* Si'inething of tlio iJ’ie’Ji \ii h’und 
hiiMni’ss '" 

"That sit sii Till', \\ IS a pi 11 at n 
busini>ss tioni soiut folk as do kiivl- 
I f "SI ,iu AVUileclia]}' 1 A let of ehil 

d, oil earn, down on AA’ediiesilay-" 

VUeiJ iJiloMupti (I "Tliatwas thi 
day Ml Stiode iaiiie doviu ' ’’ 

*' Yes si*, and on that night lit M js 
shot at tbi Hed Tlis'jis Well, sir, 
l,ulsi»y must have Ikhi with the 
lagueu children as be looks like that 
fatale of urchin But 1 can t lie hurc 
of this The chilcben slept at West- 
bavcQ •ind muit bock on Thiusday 
night ” 

" And iiutsey saw Mis Merry lu 
tho muimng of Thursday ?' 

" Ho did, sir, and mo ktei Butsey 
I fancy didn't go back till Saturday 
But I can’t \m stire of tluM " 

" Youdoii'b seem to bo sUio any- 
thing,” sold Alien laitly. "W’ell, 1 
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can't Sdv your infoimotion woith 

inivb, W.wp" 

" Hjld oii» sii I’ve the ddchebs 
of tVie folk m 'WhitcohApel who 
brought the chUcheo down If you 
look thcttu up, they mav know some* 
thing of But^y" ■ 

“True qjiougli Uivu tn^ tbo ad- 
diese " 

SVciHp ounsonted, and wiotu it out 
m a suit jnibiaiy li'uA^, white Allen 
wrut Oh aTlInllj, " Wuh anj weapon 
luund at trh(> lie d 

" No Bii," saul W.i'^p, handing hiM* 
Ai-^itor the acidicssoi lhc> Whitechapel 
klission, which \U(,n put m liis 
pocket hook ‘‘I wish the lovolvor 

h. ul b*en loiiiid and then wu’d SLt. il 
till* tiullr I liUi d 

“ C'lily one bullet found ’ 

' (hil\ (iiie, •sit |)t Ciii.C' goluoul 
|hi hiid\ ft Is th(> bullet wLilIi 
'. tusrd liii disitli, and I got (ii>pci.tui 
(i uiil to loac' it uith iMi‘ L’t'haps 
\ou’d like to sec ifc, sii >' 

“ Oh don t tioul>l«,'' said Vilen 

i. uiiesd'v 1 can't say ciii^thini< 

.ihoiit It, ^Vasp ■ 

"Ik mg 1 gctitlcTiiiUi as li.bsu ucllt 1 
yon ’night knowsuuic thing, Mi Mkii,' 
laid \\asp, aud. went lu a laigc liii 
Imx, which ii iH irisciilx'd wilh h>i 
name ind tic. number ul his fninen 
legiineiiL, in wlutr h ttc is h'loin tills 
he took out a packet ind ojicinng it, 
tiottodfi siiiall twist of pip'i Tlien 
he placed the ballet in Vilen's hand 
" I shouUl llii'ik it Lame ftom i 
Dutiingei," said Wasp 
Alluu’s heait le L^ii^dj ten hVi luroKcr 
not a Dciiirgc r JLc Uniiccl the 
hullet m his hand t aie^essL^ " it 
niiglit ” he said with a shiug " Pitv 
the othor bullel; wasn't found ' 

"Thu One as ripped the aim, sir? 
It's huned m bomu ti lc tiunk, f gnesH, 
Ml Allen Bat it would be the i»anie 
bizu as this. Both muo In eel fiom the 
Siiiie baaicl i^nit sho'* lOissed, but 
tbo becond chd the husinesb Bold 
on, bit, I've got a drawing of the Bed 
Deeps, and I’ll show yop where we 
found the ooipso,' and Wa^ left the 

room 


Allen wotted tiie door was qloBcd, 
] then hastily took the reroher fiom Mb 
j bioast-podcct He tried the bullet, 
! hut it proved to be muoh too laigu 
I £qi the revolving ban'el, and oould not 
I hove been Bred therefram ’* !]| 2 bank 
I bcweii,'* said Ail^n, with ft tugh ol 
I leUet, “ my father la innocent ’’ 
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Mils f'lLMPb dwelt in a latge and 
iiupusing huuso, bomo little diatauco 
I ficiiu thu village, ind standing book a 
' cuuaiclci iblc wiy from Uie Shantoti 
Koad It liad a paik oJ liftwu ocies 
tilled with ticoB, smooth liwns ft 
siiaight Uvunur’, luipoBing non gates, 
aaid a lodge, bo that it wasVpnte an 
mipiussivu mansion The building 
iLsi’lt was 9 (]naii' of two stones, 
paiiitcd white, 'lud had many win¬ 
dows with gK’Uii sliuttirs Ll boinc- 
wlxar iisciiiblcd an Italian villi, aud 
[•tK cell’d ‘-■tnshiiu. to bung ont its good 
> jjoiuts, hut in wot wo.itlici it looke^l 
I nu-aiahio and dii U} It was ulu 
vateil on a kinri oi mound, ooJ a 
stone uiiocu mn lound tlm float oud 
tlir side At the h.irk wcue large 
qaiduiJH .ind langos of hot-houses 
h^-vc lything was krpl a-, ntat as a 
new pm, loi Mis Palinci had ma.ny 
’>Li\atjls Jiuiug n&h, she could alluid 
to milulge hci labciLb, and mode full 
usp ol hoi money 
" L.a, dear. ’ said Mis Palmer, when 
Eva was settled with hoi as lodv- 
pHiiion, " what's the ase of'tivo thou¬ 
sand a yom if you don't make^yourself 
comfortable ? 1 was brought up in a 
Bliabby way, as dead pa was a 
buKill—^very amaU -chemist at Shari'- 
I tou. Fainter hod his shop m ^est- 
huvon and woa also in a giubhiugway 
of businebs till pooplo twk to coimiig 
to WeHtbaven. Then piopcrty jomu in 
value, and Faliaer mode Inouey Ho 
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usod to oaJl 00 pa asd oommifleTKEe 
him about tho dull teade m 
Shonton, Wlieie people wore never 
eiok He .idviaed him to move to 
WentiiRveo, hot pa* heart after 
the deaili of mftj would sot budge 
Then PAlnier proposed to me, and 
tl^ugh £ wee m love with Jiminv 
EeeluB at the Bask, I thought T'd 
xnoir} Sfioney Oh, dear me,' aighcd 
Mib PalmfT looking very pretty and 
placid, BO here I am a vnww 

“ A happ} widow," saad Eva, bsuI- 
ing ' 

" ] d/in't deny that, dear Though, 
to be Buie, the death of ]v<oi pa, and 
of Falmor, wpyu blowB I .as fond ol 
both Jimm^ Ficolcs want* d to tnaaiy 
me when Palmer went, but 1 sent 
him off with a ilea in his rare It was 
o:ily lay mone'y he wanted Now he's 
manied a freeklod-faoed girl, whose 
pa IS a diaper " 

** I aupptise you will many again, 
Mrs PaJuiPL ’ " 

" I BUppofae I Will, when 1 get the 
man to suit But 1 do wish, Eva dear, 
you would call mo Gonitanc»> I'm 
sure you might, iftoi being thiee daye 
In the bouBo Call mo Constant u, and 
I'll tell >nu something which wilb 
please you " 

** What is it, Constanoe ^" 

“Theic'a a deai 1 slmn’c toll you 
yat^it's a burpiise, and perhaps you 
may be angrv with me T3ut bome 
one iH ooising to dinnf i " 

"Allen'*" asked tha, hei face 
tq^ting up 

" No [ He's in town At least you 
told me bo " 

Eva nodded "Yea, he went up 
to' town L(Bt week, after seeing 
Wasp" 

" Ahui^ibat hoind muuler "*" 

'* CeiiSnily Allen is tiymg to leoin 
who killed my father." 

" Itfs very good of him,*' said the 
^dow» fannjiig henieU viMrously. 
"and I'm anre I hope he'll find out. 
The man who shot Mr Strode should 
be hanged, ot we won't sleep m oar 
bods Bato» Wh^f Evai,you have no Idea 
how Jtitomlifta bars at nights. 9%kisia 


a lonely house, and these hi^day tup 
pars may bHiiedown burglars among^i 
them" 

" I don't think you need feart OoU' 
stanoe Theio haVe been no Indian- 
, down hero Beendas, you have ft loof 
man, lud a coachman, and a gardem* 

I With tbrpc men you aie quite sale " 

“ I'm sure I hope so, dur But oi 
nevei knows \^ien do you obpooi 
Mr Hill f^k?" 

" In a few days I don't know what 
he'b doing ETo refusob to tell me any 
thing until he lindb ■^ome dchnitc clue 
But I have hib oddiubb, and can wiito 
to him wLi u'l want to " 

"Ills fatbn IS in town also-so 
Mrs Rill toltl me 

" Yo-^ Ml Hil> went i p lu loie 
Alien 1 btlicvo he has gonL to some 
sale to liuy aiu-iont iiniaual instiu- 
meiits ” 

"Dear ini*,' •■aul Mi-. 

"what iuhhi^li that min clots spuri 
his mono on Whi^ s the use • 
hiiyiTig in&uiumerts ton can’t pla 
on ’ 1 (lait say he II tt^ tio, Ihougl 

foi IVEi TJjll Is the qm ciesi mun 1 1 \t 
stt t'^ob on " 

"Hu 11 stiaiigo," Saul Eva graiel^ 
She did not wish to toll Mis PnliMiM 
that sho disliked blie htllo man, toi 
aflcr all he was fathci, ani 

there was no need to My ^.nythinf. 
" But Mr liill lb very clcvei " 

" Bo they bay Bat he s.oines m 
He’b always got some now idea in lus 
he ad [ think he changes a thou«aua 

timoB a dav Mrs Merry doesn't like 
him, but then she likob no one, no. 
bvon me ” 

" Puor nuise," saidEia sadly, " sh 
hn*; had an unhappy life ’ 

“ I don't thi^ you have had 
bright one, dear; but you shall hav 
if I can make it so Am you sue you 
have evetyihmg you wont? ' 

" Evriylbing," said Eva affection 
ately, "you ore more than Kind, 
Mrs.-" 

" Conatanee I " cned the pietty 
widow* in a ,faigh key 

" Oonstanee, of course But tell me 
your anrpnte.'* 
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Mn FftUaer hegui to fidget '*1 “Ahi T> Uie qiitgiib th^re egaiu ? 
don’t know if will be pleBjiUli “Yes It la paying n i^etam viAit 
lifter dllf Sva Boll if you don’t like Bub 1 know you*i» * 

to meet Inm flay you bave a headjohe, daar-»3i<oti oalf me Mra Palmer " 
and I'll ebtattaon bun mveelf " “ Ymy then, Conetmioo,’* said 

“ Who 18 it ? “ aeked Bva, aiurpnaed Eva, and kueing the pouting wicbw 
t thia smecht she eaoaped to her own iooin> 

“Lora Saltare," said Palmer Mra Falmor was kind and generapa, 

A a very fmall voice, and not doling and made her poviiiion more ploaeaint 
lO look at hei companion than sKe evpccted But Mia* Palmer 

Mias Strode did not reply Jt uncp was edao foolish in many wave, pai- 
Shp was lU'ploosed that tlie ms a tioiilarly in her worship oi rank 
should oomo to the house, bocaubu she Booau<io liOid Salttua hod a Utb she 
did not wmh to moot him Her ^vay willing to oveilook his deuoiea- 
mobhei’a family had done nothing for ues, thougli h<' was neither inUdteC' 
hei, and even when she lost ber lual nor amusing Eva ically liked 
fatlioi, Saltars, although m the neigh* Mis Palmer and folt mdebted to her, 
boiujhood, luut not been kind enough but she wished the widow’s good tasio 
1 o clII met hint once, and, as bail ltd hot to refubo ^iltars petuda* 

sIh> bo><l bild Mis Palmei, did not bion to call Uut theie — ae Mis 
like bis fin vnd i>ns> mannet How* Merry would saV'~Mis Palmer HL/t 
Lset, It WAS not lici pUcc to object lo being i gciiilowomiu had rioinbeiont 
ffdhuxs ooiiung Tbij wiis not her | good Uste But for bur kind heart 
lioubc, and she was meielv i pj'il she would have been intolerable 
coDipauion '^This being the case, abu llowevei, Eva hoped to impove her 
overcame her uKunontary rcsontmi ut into boineihing liettoi, by gende 
iimliesohed to in ike the best of the mrans, though Constanoa wtl^ her 
)jobitioQ l^ho did tins ibe inoie loud tastey and patent tuft'hunting 
specially i& eho knew tbit Mis waA a diJlieult subject 
,V,diapt had only bcou actuated in As bliu was in mouruing foi her 
lUMtiiig Saltais bv her woiship of ^ falluv, Eva diessod the same hlacL 
i.iuk “I slnr he quite pleisod lo 1 uau/e gown in whieli bbe had hoped 
jucol my couPiQ," said Eva I to v,ilcoinu him, but without any 

“1 hope vou uenot nnnoved, Cl\a ’ I toiieb oi eulouj on tins oeoasion As 
“ 1 am uut esautly pleased, but this shr iluwn the staus, she hoped 

is vour hdnibe, and-*' ■ Uuit Mis I’alinci would lie in the 

* ' Oh, plcase^pleoBo don’t spoiik loom to wtlcume her noble visitor, bO 

hke that,” ciied tho widow, “you ad to save tlio ciubdiiasbnient of a 
make me tecl so (Jicup And the fact bte-a-htfi But Mrs PaliiiCE was 
is -I may as well confess it-Lord | one ol tboso^ women who never loiow 
Baltars, kuownig you w'ere with mo, I tho value o'f timo, and when Era 
for I told my Rbantoii fitends and mtiirdthe drawiug-ioom she found 
they told him, a&kcd It 1 would invite heibell gieeted by a short, equare- 
him to diDuci ’ buili loi lal-looking man of forty 

“ To meet mo, I bUppoae / ” Salt us was pcnfeotly iL<wsed and 

*• 1 fancy ao Bui, why don't you looked a gentleman, but Ais amall 
like him,Eva? He's a very nice man " i giey cyeB,niB red, elean'Shavcn face 
“ Not the kind of man I cam and remarkahly closuly clipped ban 
about," rephed Eva^ r'aing, “bow- did not, on tho Whole, make up a good* 
[^ever, kto. Palmer, lil meet )iun looking man As soon as he aaw 
**It’ 8 .timo to dress now,’’ She glanced Eva, he strolled forward calmly and 
at the oto^, “ At what time does he eyed her enUooSy. 
arrived" "How arc you, Miaa Stiodn?—or 

“ At seven He's at Shanfon ” shall X say Cousin Em ? " 
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“ I tliink Mins titiuile in authuont, 
iSvB, seating hcisolf I aiu 
Hoity Mis Pabuer is not doan 
yet" 

“By Jovti, I'm not," said Bfdtars, 
taking po^SThSiou of a nrai cliui " 1 
want to h.ivc a talk with \ou * 

c** This IS hutUy the houi oi the 
plaro ”, 

"Come now. Miss Strode—il jnu 
will insist on heuig so still—>on 
needn't Le too haul on chap I 
knovf 1 should havi callid, and 1 
quite int( tided to do so, hut 1 h.ul 
reasons- 

" f don task lui youi r.asous, Lk d 
Kaltms” 

Tbi niiin dieted Ins tougno ogan -tt 
the jool of Ins inoutb "AVe dint 
soom to get 011 ," he siid .it 1 nglli, 
"’yet I wish to Imj liundH Hie 
help, 1 want ui) niutluL to cill ann 
see jou " 

" If Lady Ipsen Odils L shall ht 
pleased ” 

"In a society via>, but >uu won I 
bo heart-phrased ” 

"No,'{said M\a, \ny dnuledlv 
"hovi cun vou tspift nil lo ^ 'iotn 
family has iiutittealed me oi lu^ dciut 
falliu well" 

" Your Inthei^—” Baltais eJn-t' d 
again and soeinod nu the point ol 
SlVVlR SOUicthiug UtuoiuplliiK n1di\ 
of the dead, but a gleam in Ins cum- 
panions oyo made him chsngo Ins 
mind "I know \ou^e bion a bit 
ncglj**ted, and Liu vciy sony it 
shorid be no," nauI he bluntly " 1. 
assme you that it Wtis always ni\ 
wish >011 should be mvitcd to stup 
with US m Ouckinghanishiie And 
my fathci was in f ivuar uf it too' 

'* But Lady Ip°en wasn't,' said tha 
coolly, 'V h^ii t ttoiible to apologine, 
Lord Sf^rs, I -.bould not have gone 
un aw case " 

"No, by Jove, I can seo that 
Yoote as proud as a peooook- just 
like the TOrtroat of L.idy Baihaia 
Delham who fayed m Queen Auue's 
xeigu And she w.i<4 a TaHai " 

Bva hegfta to smile Saltiara was 
atuttsuig. 9lie saw that ho was 


simply a thoughtless man, who lived 
foi tumsell alone He apparently 
wished to he fiieudly, so as Eva had 
no ival grudge agaiust him, she 
unbent 

" [ don't think W'o need quaticl," 
she said 

“No, b^pfnve But I slum't Any 
qnaiielhng that is to liu dofle must hi' 
on youi side Thcie's unougli in our 
family as It IS You should heai how 
iny mollui and the dowatror fjady 
Ipsi 11 light hut then the dowigoi is 
'.1 dreadliil old cat,' he hnishod 
candidly 

“ r have nevu seen lipi " 

" You woiildii t (oiget hei yoi 
dill 1jc.ikei1 Lite a paiint, ann 

talks like one Hhv and ] don't hit i 
f«tl Nho’i one ot whst they tall tin 
ohl Si bool, whiitovei Uiat meins, am 
she Hunks I'm a low ju'•sou like . 
poijni AVhat do you tliiuk ■* ' 

Li'id HliUais v\as not imlikc u 
^iioni Ill some w iv‘, hut his good 
iiatiiiu ii'idi aufloui loiusi •! Et.i “ I 
on not a juisoii to judge,” she siid, 
sin ding 

“Hi von jrin;li( l'a\e hedi, 

t[ic>u,{h,' Slid hi, litinir hi^sniallgiey 

tjesonliii, ' sup^oisuigjou hi canic 

l ads H.ilts's ' 

“ Tilt I l's not the shgiiu st chauou of 
lliiil,' Naid I'va coldly 

" Theie it>n t now hut thcio might 
h.iiL' beoir \nil uitci all,'why not 
lioi^, li things arc what your faihei 
said tbev Wire 

M.ss Htiode diew beisclt up She 
tlioiiglit he WAS goiug too tm “I 
XI ally don't know what you mean I 
am engaged to bo maitied " 

‘ f know, to a fellow called Hil 
\ oiii latlu'i tokl me' 

“ Imrd BaltaiR, did you rnoet n 
father after he came home^” 

“ 01 coni sn 1 did Ho called to soo 
mo when he oame to London, and 
coin spouded ivithme long befui u that 
i say, do >ou remember when I oamt 
to >400 you at Wor^vc “*" 

" Yes \ye did not get on we 
togethMT," ' ' 

" By Jove, no more vye did f Tliu 



LORD SALTABS 


a pty, beoauae 1 came to see 
what kind of a wife you'd make'* 

'* you’re Tery kind,'*^ aaid Eva, in* 
dignantly, “but I'm not on tbe 
market to bo exammed like a boiee " 
“Haw—haw," lauf^hed the other, 
slappiuf; hiB knee, “ tihat's the kind of 
thing the dowager would Don't 
get waxy, Kva—M i**5 Bttodo then, 
Qiough [ wibh yon'd oall me Ileibort 
and I'd call vou Eva '* 

“I shall call jou Lord biiltais " 

“ Salta ih without thu confounded 
lord," uiged the man peitinarumBly 
" No . go ou Wh ifc were j ou ray¬ 
ing Yob, that 'you Cfinie to see whiit 
sort of a wife L'J make Who told 
yoi^ to'* ’ 

" Vom fntlui '* 

“ I don t behcvp it" 

“ It's tine, though Youi father 
wauled juu to iiiiUiy iu<' Hr* kept 
wniing to mo fiooi South Vfiiea to 
kpo]> lilt* up to tlip scritcb, itnd said 
ho was ;s<itheiuig a loituiic loi us 
both lieu hr* oamn lionu* he called 
on UK and told lue 'you had some 
folly lu youi hi‘.id about this rhap 
Hill, and - — ’ 

Dsa lost indignantly, “ Lmd 
SalUis,' she siid caluily and dis- 
tinolli, “ I fhmi allow atit ojii Uf 
talk to me ai this Vra\ M> eu^ago- 
ment 1 |P AU x\lU n Hill is not a ftillv 
And I Uon’t sec wh} in} latKei blinuld 
have talked to y ou alxiut^t " 

“ Because he wanted me to inanv 
you," said Saliais, using and follow¬ 
ing her to the tui pKu*o 

hiva placed one -ilip)uiied foot on 
the feiidei, and an elbow on tbe 
mantelpiece She looked angiy, but 
oxtrcinely petty and well - bied 
Saltars adojpted the same attitude 
opposite her, and looked more hke a 
groom than evisr ButthoespiCBbion 
of hiB face was so good-natured that 
Eva oonld not feel as angry as hlie 
ought to have done 
“ I should nevei havu married you,” 
she smd, her c<dour deepening “ I 
anderhtand that you have other 
views" '■ , 

Saltars giew rod in his turn “ It’s 
o 




that boy Cain's been talking/' he 
said, “I'll break Ins head" 

" That IS for you and Gain * to 
deoido," Stud Miss Strode indifferently, ' 
“but you oan cmite understand why 
I don’t disousa these things " 

Saltan kicked the fender sulkily 
" I wish yon would be more friendly, 
Eva," he said “ 1 need a fnend, and 
HO, by Jo\i*, do you ” « 

“ How oan I befiiend you ** " 

“ Well, I’m tu love with Miss 
Loi)}, and there will be a shine if 
I matry het She's peifeetly e^iaight 
and-■’ 

“ 1 don t want to bear about hoi," 
said Rva angiily, “and if you weie a 
gentleman you wouldn’t tmk to me 
ol thit sort of pel sou " 

“Slie'a a ptifoctly decent •'oit," 
said Sultats, aiigiy m his turn, “I 
intend to make her my wife' 

*' That has nothing to do with mo 
And T wish }ou'd drop this convensa- 
tion, Loid Sdtais It doesn’t interest 
me J am quite willing to bo friends 
Yum ra innoi is abhuid, but you tnean 
well fJoiiic," and she held out her 
liand 

baltais took liwith a long hi'^alh 
“lust Jik*« till* dowager,' said ho, 
"]iisc as nip]>v Id like to see you 
have a till n up with old I ady Ipseii'' 

“ WpII, tlieu," said Eva, “ now wo 
aic lilt lids and }r»u piomisu not to 
talk nonsense to me toll me wliab you 
mean h} my taihuc making a fortune 
for lue ” 

* h’oi both o( us, by Jove," said hia 
lordship, “}ou weie to be Lady* 
Saltais, anil tlicu wc were to have 
foitv thoasand pounilB" 

“ Hut ru} father didn't liavL* me a 
penny," said Eva 

“ThaVn what I wish to see yoa 
about,” sud Saltaib eainostly. “1 
hoard from Mrs Palmer's hnmiits that 
yon were without money, and wore 
her companion, so I wrute asking to 
<ome to-night T want to be yovut 
friend ami help vou You ougnt to 
have forty thoueaud pounds ” 

“ How do you know that ? " 

“ Because I saw yopr father twice 
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befoise 'ho was killed vnibin the last 
bii^'naoks He told me that be bad 
brought home forty thousand potlcds 
Turiee he told me that, but be did 
not say bow it was mvoeted 1 eiyMrt 
bia lawyei, Mask, can tell ^Ou ^’s 
my la^yar too ' 

Mi Maok told me that I inherited 
nomoDQj '' 

**Yet ryoiiT father saw him/' said 
the nciploxed tialtais 
“I kno^ he did, bujt he said 
nothing about forty thousand jioun<]s 
1 knOiV that he tuld Mr Mask bo | 
Wonlrl plaoi^ boin«> money in his keep 
ui^', without mentioning tho amount, 
but ho ecvei did M) ” 

“ Didn't yon iinrl the money in his 
jK)] (inantoiiu or hox, oi — 

“ We found nothing, nor did we 
find anv paper** mcniMning that suob 
a ^im of inonc> was in «'^wti ulc ’ 
■'Then he have Ven iobbt>d 
of It, wbci) dead ’ 

Mva sliook hei head “Nothing 
was taken ou1 oC his pockets lli. 
inonc}, lus jowellei\, his watch 
nothing \yai taken 
“t^ueci,’ ^iid BiUais ' Did ^ou 
bud lu hisjMolii'tsaliige hlnu poeket' 
Itook with ULH ciest on U, stimpul in 
gohl ? • 

“ No When did you see that ?' 

“ When he was (nlhing to me I 
was haul up I don't mmd saMog,” 
said Baltaistraukly, “ that I'm alwavb 
bard up As y our tatbei looked upon 
me as his intended sou-in-law, lie 
gi»i mu a p<>n}, and took the notes 
out il the blue pocket-book He 
oMtird his monev there " 

“ Jle would scarcely oany foity 
(hottsand petunds there " 

“ No , but bo might have caniod a 
letter of credit fot that amount Oi 
at least lie would have some momo- 
landuin of aucli a laigo aam. If any 
notes wojv stolen with the pocket 
ho>ik, )'ou can tixce those by the 
iiamWe when the imuderei presents 
them, and then the beast will be 

cau^ Uut the forty thousand- 

“Ittop—stop," said £vi^ “ my head 
Is in a whirl Aie you Mte? '* 


“Perfectly, I was to nulry you, 
and then we were to get the money. 
And £ may toll you that your father 
said, more would come to us when 
he died. Depend upon it, Eva* Sie 
mordei was committed for the sake 
of that mouny " 

*I wonfler if my father meant 
diamonds /" said Eva 

Haltars started “ By Jove, I 
shouldn’t woudei," ho said eagerly, 
“ he would bnng diomondn liom South 
Afiioa as the easiest (\ay to catty such 
^ UigH sum Pcihaps ho had the 
diamonds in his pocket and they u eac 
btolen " 

“ 1 must tell Alien tliis ” 

“Who IS Vilun ^ -oh, ^ouug Hill' 
Don’t deny it f can it lu inui. lam, 

it's 1 ho lucky rortti And by love ho 
IS I don't sot* whi t nUonld sm 
j i^ndii you ^our futliei wished us 
' to nwirv-" 

I “You go too fast, Loid Kaltars 
I Rouicmbei Miss Lorry ” 

, Saltdrs would havt ’..iid sum* thing 
I men. but thit the dooi oiniud mil 
iilcb Palmri, fistouing litr glo\r, 
bfiilod in “ Not a ivoid ol tlu> 
dumourls to nny ono, „aiil llvn 
Jiiuiioillv 

“Not a wuid,’ said Salldis in a 
lowyOLce,thou laisod it gdil>—“How 
die veil. Mis Palmer ’ My cousin 
and I liay'e Ix^cn talkinghe looked 
Jit Lya itqiiiiiiigL, hia mention 

iulicig him “About—about-” 

Chinese metaphysics," said the 
loniimno luteUect 


CHAPTER in: 

'inn OXHUB WOUAM 

liOiiD SAT/r4BS spent a very enjoyable 
eyeniug m the oetnpany of two pretty 
women. Evabadnocbanceoffiuther 
eonversat'on, as Mrs PalmeT made 
tha (host of her noble guest She 
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Bang to bun, she abattered to him, ctbe I 
^ all that a lively vromwa conld ilo : 
to amuse buu In AmI, it seemed to 
Eva as tbongb the widow was trying 
to fascinate his loirdship Bdliars, no 
fool, OhW this also 
‘*But it won't do," ehucMed the 
guest, ns he diove baok tp Sbanton m 
a smaii dogcart "She's a pictty, 
uauoy litUe woman that aiduw. and 
lias monej, too, though, not enough 
toi uie to many hei on Then Eva's 
worth A dozen of lin, for looks and 
bleeding But then she's got no 
money, and I cant olfoid to znari^ 
puvoit> Of oouiso that foity thou¬ 
sand pounds might luiu up, but on 
tlio otlur b Liid it iinght not l!iiially, 
(Ifcic M fJell Lioii t ' Lgh* ' bisloiil- 
bli'p sliiveied ' 1 ra not so gone on 
hei 'is 1 Wdi, theif’s soinv.thing 
infiiiiilU taking rfitoiil’ Hell Shn’s 
a hiio woman — wilh a tcm|xu But 
she H got no money, and. uo birth, and 
|H('ciou4 Jjtile I liaijctci, I slioiild say 
I'm not going to many bei, though 
die Lhmkb so lint it will la* tliu 
deuio's own loli to get iid ut hi i ’ 
Saltu-i aiguf (I (111- way until Iv 
am tod at tsbaiiton 'J hi n hodchwiril 
tju nuns io Jilt giooin at llio dooi of 
till* (jufou'^ Hotel, whin* lie wa^ 
stopjiino, and tang the bi*U It was 
allui twelve o’cloLk, end a hne staiiy 
night' But the i bill in the air made 
SaLtaii\,pull up Ibe oollab ol his uier- 
coat and giumblo Ifo W'as an-vions 
foi Ins bod ,uid a gkias of steaming 
giog He gilt the lost, but he was 
pieventul from getting to the first bv 
reason of a visiinr On ascending to 
''■IS BiUing-itioni ho was met by a 
oojiy wftitei 

"Sour loi^hip," sold this indi- 
dual, “ there's a laily waiting to see 
your Joidshipin yourloidship’s room " 
"What, at this hour! It’s not 
lespeotaUe " 

"So (ha landlady told bar, your 
lotd^p, but said that she would 
do abac she liked, and threatened to 
malce a aceue Uis. Cowpet then 
thotagbt it would be best to Jet her 
stay. 6be's waiting upataua—the 


lady, 1 maaD, yoiur lordship—and is 
in a flue taga^* '> 

"It sounds like Bell," thought* 
Saltars, and dismissed the old waiter, 

I who Went book to tell tiw ni^t-pttter 
! ho was going to bed But the night- 
porter ^isuaded him to toifiain up 
! tor a time 

" There s going to bo a row with 
that wench," said thn mght^iter; 

" she’s a onous-ndet—-Miss Lony by 
name, and has a temper of hot own 
i think she U give it to lii 4 lordship 
hot I wonder Mis Oowpor don't 
obieot to suoh goings on" 

Ho the tw'o men, waiter and night 
I poi ter, lemoined below wbili* Haltars, 
lully awAic horn tho desciiption that 
hib vi'^Jtui w.ia Miss Lony, enteied 
the loom pieparrd loi a stoini The 
lady was seated in a choir neai^the 
tablo, and uas diinmng cbiunpague 
v'hich she hail ordered at bm OTponse 
Hhi> was i iine-looking woman of 
niatiiip age, and was expensively 
dtessed in blue silk Her anus and 
neck were briie, and fiho woio many 
jew I Is As sbe was of l)ie limoesque 
nrilf>T of woman, she looked leiuatk- 
abJy well liui olieeks weiu flushed 
but wiielhor froio tho rbampagne or 
Iiiiin iigr it was iinpossible tu say 
Probably a nuvtiiic ol both gase her 
tho Jiigli colour she woio, when ^e 
lookt-d up to Sen Haltats entet 

Jn 'into of this dcMsiiption and of 
the latt‘nosB of tho hotir, aud of the 
lady b loud orimiiei, it iniisti not be 
thought that Mufl Loiry wssanything^ 
but a ihoioughly decent womaz^u 
somewhat uf a Bohemian Hlie was 
kimwn as an occonipltbhed lidei 
thioughout the length and bieadth of 
the three kingdoms, and no one bad a 
word to juiy against her choiaoier 
She was cMinainly fond o.' wine, but 
kepi her liking for that withm due 
bounds, as a rule Blie w as olw kind- 

hearted, cbantablo, and geuerr^us 
Many a mm and women oonneoted 
with (ho circus aUd with the sawdust 
proIrBSioii as a whole, had esuse to 
lemeuaber Miss Lorry's fcmd heart, 
Bbbumian as she wm, the woAiaa 
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'vrag good and tmo and had 
laaaj n«b.iu>ta. 'Baltan 
dupre done 'Wone than many her, m 
i^Aa of her htrtii, and profemcm, and 
yMta-'fpr she outainly was ^der 
ttaaik he ^raa But Baltus, mth hie 
diaHovif ^natinota, looked on the oat- 
erard beauty of Belt Lorry eomewhat 
eoaxwoed by age and her hard life 
Be bad net the penetration to eee the 
tme. kinaly, noble sonl she 
poseessed And then it must be 
oonfeesed that Mies Ijorry masked her 
many good qualities by indulmng on 
the least proroeation in royiu rages 
'When blind with passion, she was 
eapaUe of anything 

" Oh/’ sud she, tossing her head, 
^^sO yon're baeki” 

*'JuBt BO," lepbed Saltara, taking 
off hiB overooBt and tohsing it on to 
1ibe'‘Bofa. “ X didn't eTpoet to find you 
here—it's' alter twelve—really >ou 
stould not, you know, for your own 
sake Pei^le will talk, and the land¬ 
lady heie IS no angel " 

Mias Lmry snapped her fingoi s and 
draaik some wine "That tor the 
landlady," she said ooolly," so long as 
my oonseienoa is (dear, I'm not afraid 
of what people say And I couldn't 
go to bed without seeing you The 
oirouB leaves for Chelnmfoid to¬ 
morrow" 

**Bat you needn’t go with it," said 
SaHatSfbghtmg a cigarette *' I dare¬ 
say we oan have a talk to-morrow 
More you go?" 

" We must have a talk to-night and 
*an UrdeiMiuidmg too," snap^ the 
woulaa; hec eyeg biasing "Look 
here. Lord Baltars, what do yon mean 
by after that giri?" 

**what girl?" amt^ his lordship, 
a seat , 

roll hnow well enough Yon’ve 
bMU oirsr to Wsigrove to dine with 
lAtaf Ptihnei;, and Miss Steode 
le w^ber alf a casqtanMm " 

**xoiit seem to Jrdw all about it, 
Ball** C 

mill ah.BelL Tre imve^ [ 
yoa penbMpn to oaU ky 
Islwayttoillyitoi 


'0n» yw 
teptfansl 


Lord 8atton and not HetbeH. You 
eon't say a wend against me " 

" 1 dem’t want to, ho t— w- " 

"I shan't listen to your remarks/' 
said Mim Lorry in a rage; "yonthtok 
beeanse I'm a mvous^Tldar that I've 
got ncr pride and no dBoenoy But 
I'd have yogr lordship know toat I'm 
a lespeotabte woman, and thbre’s so 
mud can be thrown at me You ask^ 
me to marry you, and I said I would 
Is that BO ? " 

" Yea, but-" 

" Hold yonr tongue If that is so, 
what right have you to go after that 
girl ? Bhe'a a nice girl and a decent 
girl, and a lady, which I am not All 
the same, yon shan’t spoil her life " 
Saltars raised his eyebrows " I 
have no intention of spoiluig hei life 

She's m> cousin, il youromen^r-” 

" Ob, I know But you'ie just the 
sort of man to make love to hei, anil 
bleak hei hooit And as you’re 
engaged to many me, I shan’t have 
it Ho you look out, Mr Herbert 
Delham, or Lord Saltars, oi whatever 
yoa call yourself'' 

"I wouldn't get in a lage over 
nothing, s£ I weio you," said Saltars 
coolly, " and I shouldn’t drink more 
of tliat wine either It only excites 
you Try this/’ he toss^ her a 
oigaTPbte, "it luayoahn your nerves" 
" kly nerves are my own to do 
what I like with And u you Aad my 
neives you might talk It isn’t a 
nervous woman who can nde and 
control a savage etallion like Wlute 
Bobm ” 

"That horse wUl kill you some 
day," said Saltars, "he's got the 
temper of a fiend " 

have 1 when romed, so dob*t 
you make me angry/’ 

" You're not very good-tempered 
now Try the oigarette>’' 

" I'll smdra if you heed me one 
properly and li^ it for me, J do 
not thtnga ttucown to me as Sf I 
were a dog '* 

Load nutava rote aii4 vraduoed 
another afg^ toft s the one 'he Unew 
«M lyogtou the table Bi|r,eflqed 





thu to M3e« Lo^ mto a bow> wid 
gt»TeAy tinted iiiatoli< In 
nnoUbw nunnte toenaojto vraa onriiag 
hem trtr full UpB, and eftw calmM 
down. Saltan ^nmed to Lis seat 
and lifted a new roll of tobaooo wilL 
the stiunp of his old dgsntte How 

did you know I went .to Shanton 
to-nwhS?” * 

o xae Yes, and he told 

me about Miss Strode bemg Mrs 
Palmer's companion He went tO'day 
to see hiB mother, with whom Miss 
Strode hved She—the mothei,* 1 

mean—knew that you were rang to 
Mn Palmei's to-mght, as lus Pal- 
mei told hf^r ” 

•“I wonder Mis Palmer took the 
trouble,” said Saltars coolly '* My 
movements seem to interest her, and 


and Jto'k t he 'Wa Ite Zio47 ' 
oheebad henelfl **w«Al it daoMrt 
mattw I didn't come hew to talk 
about Antonio It's getting lator md 
I want to go to my roym/ Vm 
lodgmg in the neat bot^'* 

**7<m should haTO toft a hieingB 
asking me to call" 

" I dare say, and you'd have oom^ 
wouldn't yon ? ” • 

"Bat heie at tois hour your 
reputation-" 

“ Leave my reputahoD alonet*' 
cned Mibb liorry in a ragSi '*llt'B 
better than yonis I'd like to SM'aliy/ 
one say a word against me. I'dhaTa f 
the law of him or her—^if yoct're 
thinking of that white-faced oat the 
landlady But see hezei about Miss 
Strode-" 


this Mrs Moiry and Cain I’ll break 
that young man's head if ho spies 
on me ” 

" Ypu’U have to reckon with Signor 
Antonio if yon do, and, as he's the 
Strong Man of our show, you'll get the 
worbt of it" 

" Great stiength doesn't usually 
mean science And I think I can 
put w my dippers with any man ” 

" Itou’ie a biutc,” said Miss Lorrj, 
with an admiring glance at Saltan' 
snUen strength, which was what 
attraoied her, "no one would take 
you to be a noUemau ” 

" Ad*to Signor Antomo,” went on 
Saltan, taking no notice of the com¬ 
pliment, “ he's not an Italian m spite 
of his dark looks and bioken Bng- 
lidb He's a h^-bred gipsy mum- 

? », and a blackgiiard at that 
ou seem to know him pretty well, 
Mibb Lorry 1 can't say 1 admire your 
choienof acqnamtanoes,'' 

laiow yon," aha retorted, "so 
ybifre the last person to talk As to 
Antonio, he’s with the show for 
yeaxs, and I'm always hnendly wttii 
toUow artistes HA % brato. os you 
are but ho daren't show his tealk to 


"Ha shows thprn to Cam often 
‘ 't-afs toad of the boy all thestaer 


" Don’t say anythmg about Miss 
Strode I oaJled, as her oodsm. 
There's no oliance of my marrying 
her” 

" Mr Strode said othoewisa." 

"You didn't know Strode^’' said 
Saltars, staitmg and looking pussledh 

" Oh, didn't i though 7 " }ee^ Miss 
Lorry, “ well, 1 jofat did. Six yean 
ago I knew him He same to the 
circus, behind the scenes, I mean, to 
aee Signor Antomo He spotted 
Antomo performing in the riM and 
recogaiseia an old friend £> ha 
called after the performenoa and WM 
introduced to me 1 knew him sgaui 
when he came to the oirous-whan wa 
wore neat London He came to sea 
you theu ” 

" [ know he did Strode mdJad at 
my digs and foand|A|am my man that 
I'd gone to the sm». As he widied 
to see me before he wentto Warnovst 
he foUowad me to the show Bat X 
didn't know you spole to hunt or aanci 
knew him ” « 

"He came to see me on bis otfnt," 
said Miss Lorry, ftownud, " when 
you were iidking to Stag bad d 
oonversatamii, wA ha sm yon wore 
gmng to maity UtskStrode*^— 

, " Walt, 1 wain't kogsgsd to you 
(hen.” 

"You're net angagid now uhilsre I 


9 A 




choose tof*' sAid the woinah tooUy, 
“htt^you word nujang lore to me, 
fad I iold Mf Strode thet I hiuf a 
<dauu on yon. He lost hi^ temper 
nad stod voo hod promised to many 
bos daugatm " 

“ If i had, I would hardly have 
]^po«ed to you,” eaul Saltars 
miuQii] aticollv 

“Ob, iton't know You do 
ejcactly what suit^ you And if Mr 
Stiode had hved he might have 
induced you to throw me over and 
many ^es Strode But he's dead, 
whosoever killed him, poor man and 
you're engaged to me Do you mtend 
to mairy me oi not ^ ” 

“'Well 1 want to, but theies no 
money " 

“Kow do you know thtre'a no 
mone} ^ T've gfjt my savings Yee, 

f ou^nuiiY look , but I'm no ^pcudthcilt 
have enough invested to bung me 
in hvo hundred a >ear, and nianj a 
year I’ve worked to got the mono/ 
together We can live on that and 
with whatyom father will allow you ” 
“ My father won’t allow mo a penny 
if 1 marn you ” 

Miss Loiry rose calmly “Vety 
good If you'ie going to take that 
Sae, let iia pait I shan t see you 
again aftei to-night ” 

But Saltars was not going to let 
her go ao easily He really loved this 
woman, while lua liking fmr Eva was 
only a paesing fancy liegotien of hei 
dead lather's schemes Often, when 
away from Mise Lorry did he oum 
himself for a fool, and decide to break 


hlB ehaiaa, hut when in her picsence 
the magnetism of the woman asseitod 
its^. Her bold, free, fleiy spirit 
appealed to Saltars greatly uso she 
was a splendid horsewoman and 
eould talk ^wisely about the stables 
Saltsum loved horses more than any* 
thing in lUs save this woman, and 
her,conver8atUMi was always ^tbin 
his eomptetunsum. Moreover, donna 
all ttie ^me «>l! their oourtmg she had 
navhr sBnathd Bun to even kias her, 
altrayt saaotiug that the waa a 
, xaspeotehle iswesh'' OonseqoenByy 


as the fmilr was dangling just oat of 
Saltars’ reach and oiw to be obtained 
by marinageb hs was the more anxious 
to jduok it. Finally, Bell was really 
a magnifiomit-looking wonun m h 
bold way, and this uso mpealed to 
the BUBoepftible natuio of mltais 
•* Don’t g(v Bell,” ho said, oatohing 
ht>i dress a$ she moved to tUu dqoa: 
Whereat she turned on him 
“Leave ma alone, Loid Saltars, 
and call me Miss J-iOiiy I won't 
have you take liberties Either you 
love me and will many me openly in 
a decent church, or we part £’m 
not going to have mud thrown on my 
good name for you oi any one ” 

“ You know that I love you-” 

“1 know notluug of the sort li 
you did, you'd not go after your 
cousin, not that 1 ve a word to say 
against her, though she did ticat 
mo like dll fa when wo Bpok< at 
Wiucaove ” 

“1 only went to sec my cousin 
abont the money left hy her litlier ” 
Miss Loiiy turned and leaned 
against the will iiciu the dooi 
‘ Thoio was no money loft, ’ she said 
sbaiply “ Mrs Men y told 0am, and 
1 k‘ told me The poor girl has lo go 
out as a oou]|MiDion ” 

“ [ know ]3ut thoie is money 
titiodc told mo that he would, give 
hex and me foily thousand pounds if 
we rnained ”• u 

“ Vet y well, then,” said Miss Lorry, 
bet eyes flashing, “why don't you 
go and mairy her 7 1 won't stop 

you " 

“ Because, in the first place, 1 love 
you, in the second, she has not got 
the money and don't know where jt is, 
and m the thud, she is migaged to a 
fellow called Hill ” 

“Allen HiU?" said Miss Lorry; 
“yes, I remember him Be told me 
be was engaged when we QKdce lit 
the gate of the oottoge. A nice yoimg 
teUow and quite the man X love w 
mao,” said Miss Lony adminn^y, 
“and that dh^ baa a man's eye m 
his bead, Loan'teU yotu" 
“'Wbataboalne? * 
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ngad to W vvjhy dotaa’I 9he manry 
Elm now that tib« Eathaii'a dead am 
^ere'e nt> obetoole ? " 

'*£ don't know why the mamage 
doean't ifSsa place, fii^d Saltan 
pondetii^, ''hat t thmk itns beoauae 
there'e no money '* 

*'There's the forty thonaand 

pounda," 

“ That can't be found, and there's 
no momorandum amcmgat the papem 
of Sbiodu likely to bat whore it la T 
expect he brought the money home 
hom Afiioa in the form of ihamonda, 
and hid them aomewhere ” 

Misa Lorry changed coloiu “Oh, ’ 
she Bold thouehtfuny, and then wont 
on rapidly, '‘if this forty tlionsAod 
pounds ooDiea to Miss Stme, 1 sup' 
pose she’d mairy Hill ^ " 

itather She seeme voiy fond of 
him" 


^'It WM gfld^ when it lay Is the' 
oottege^** said b£iae Lorty, 
member And Moak aaid Ibot be 
hod no money of Btrode'a, ao thete'e 
not mudi use of the hand being aent 
to bun It's all reiy quoer " * 

“ Do yon intend to ^ an^ naiaVel 
the myaterv of the death ? " 

"'Why not/ I'd Eke that girl 
marned to Hill and out of my way. 
1 don't intend to let her marry 
you Bo good-Dight^" and Misa'lkiny 
marched off without a word more. 


CHAPTEE XIV 


eiOKOA ANTONIO 


" He's worth hr mg fond of < he’s a 
man T tell you, Sidt.uB Hnmph' 
I wonder if tlie money can be found ? " 
"There dooan't seem to be much 
chance " 

"Do you think the money is locked 
np m dioinonda ’ *’ 

"It might be As no money was 
found, •BUode might haTo brought 
home Bia fortune m that form" 

"1 read the papeia • about the 
inquest,” said Misb Loiry, ataiing 
at the ground, " what al»ut th.bt 
lawyer?” 

"Mask? Oh, he knosra nothing 
He eaid ao at the inquest" 

" I wonder if the wooden hand has 
anythlUR to do with the mattei ? ’’ 
"'Wefl,” smd Baltaia, naing and 
ynwnmg," it was oertoiuly stolen, ao it 
would seem it had a yalue Of oourse 
if hand was sent to Moakitsraa to 
be a Bun that be bad to give up any 
moneylto might haTS It might have 
, been stolen mr that ptupoee, 

and the man haT9 

been mnrdcoed to obteui poMeasion 

edit." • . 

Hi don't ttimk so. If Strode had 


G UN MhiuiT was a partioular pet of 
Miss Loiiy'B, and the lad felt grotoftii 
to her for the ationtioo He Mixurad 
her exceedingly, and at one tune had 
fancied himadi in love with her But 
Miss Lorry, expeiiencod in admireca, 
laughed at him the moment she de- 
Bcrittd the early symptoms, and told 
him she was old enough to be his 
mothPL It was orrditoblo to Gain 
that he took Iho hint thus given, and 
devoted himadf to Jane Wasp, with 
whom he had been m love ever since 
they Attended the same board sohool. 
And after his pabRiug fancy for Mias 
Lorry, the lads love for the poluse- 
man'a daughter became even'more 
marked, much to the ]oy of Jana, wlio 
adored the dark-eyed aeamp, and tost 
no opportunity of meeting nlm 
But Gam was such a Bohemiaa, 
that this was no easy matter Owmg 
to the wwggmg of hia mother, Jim 
stayed away hom Misery Oaatle ea 
much as he oould, and got jobs ih the 
Bunounding country id Londoit 
Aho there waa some infitumoe at 
work on Gam's oharaot^, wluob Jane 
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umld ztotnndustGiind. qom^thing 
ma^ faun moody and inoUnecr Ikim. 

, to despair In bar simple vay Jane 
tried to ieam vbat it 1 ^ 08 , that she 
might eomfOTt him, but Cam always 
baffled fier 

On the moEDing after Idisa Lony’s 
intemevr with SalLars, the lad was 
mocB dismal than usual, and was 
rather li|tlesB m his work As the 
oueuB was packing up to more on to 
Chelmsforo, theie was little time to 
be lost, and Gam came in for many a 
haid '^oid At length the manager 
became oxasi>etated at his indolence, 
and sent him ofi with a message to 
Miss Lorry, who had rooms near *Vie 
Queen's Efotol Nothing loath to be 
rehoved fiom moving heavy beams, 
and taking down the laige tent, Cam 
set off in better 'spintb 

€>n passing through the market¬ 
place about ten o'clock he saw Jane, 
perched on a light market-cart, and 
ran towards her with a bright face 
The girl roooivud him -with a joyful 
ery, and exulamed that she had been 
looking for buu foi the past hour 
*' Mrs Whiffles drove me ovor," she 
explfloned, getting down to speak more 
hr^y, “ she koepb tbo Wai grove mu, 
you know-" 

'*0f course I know," baid Cam 
quickly, “I'm Waigrove as well as 

K >a, Jane But how did jour father 
t you go ^ 1 thought he was keop- 
uig yoUgim to help jour mother " 

** Ah, he doM that^" baid Jane with 
a sigh, “ fathei's a hard one, Cam, 
■ and hates yon hke poison You see, 

he's sll for the law, and yon-" 

** And I'm a vagabond, as my 
mother says Well, Jane, don't \ou 
fretk I'm gettiiig a higher law tnau 
your lather serves I'll tell you about 
It some How did you come 

__ O ^ 

OVtf r 

told yon I came with Mrs. 
Wj^SBles. Mother wanted some Idlings 
hen, and as Mrs Whiffles was goin^ 
she thought I might eome too, 1 
^iati*t teu Catber anything, nor will 
BHAbsr L Ha’s out till two, and we* 
miietbefaaekbq^orBfchen. B^motbar 


wonldn't have let me oome had she 
known the circus was here, Cam 
She aava I’m not to think of you at 
all I'm to go out to aervioe " 

“We may many before yon do 
that,'* said Gam quickly, “how did 
you know the oirena was here^" 

“ Mr HiU'a groom Jacobs told me " 
" Oh I ” frowned “ Ybu're too 
thick with that Horry Jacobs," 

“ I've known him all my hfoi 
Coin " 

“ So have I, and 1 don't hke him 
He thinks he's every one, because he 
wcaib a smait lively I wear jnst as 
smart a one in the circus " 

“ Yes, but the oiious am't decent, 
Gain 1 could never many yoi\ if 
joa kept on there I couldn't go 
about as you do, and if you're to be 
my husband I'd like to bo near you " 
“Yon shall bo nc.ur me, and we'll 
moiry to take seivico in somethmg 
better than a circus," said Cool, hu 
face lighting up 
“ What's that ?" 

Com drew neat .uid was about to 
bpeak, when but ear was suddenly 
beized by a laigo dark man, who 
frowned “Why aieu't \ou seeing 
Miss Lony, you joung scamp ?" said 
She stranger “ I’ve got to do your 
bubiness Mr Stag abked you par- 
ticulaily to give that note Hand it 
over" ' 

“J'lltake^tiiow," said Gainv getting 
fre< , “ leave my eai alone " 

*' You give the note to me. Cam 
Who lb this f ” and he looked at Jane 
“ She’s a fiiend of mine horn War- 
giove," said Gam sulkily, “got back 
into the oait, Jane ” 

“ From Wargrove ? ” said the dork 
man witli a queer smile, “and her 
name ? ” 

“I'm Jane Wasp, sir," Said the 

g irl, lookmg mto the man's aomowhot 
rutol face 

The man lasted “ Pbhoemaa 
Wasp'b daughter, as I'm a smnei 
Hows your fool of a father 7 Catob^ 
lug every one he shouldn't catch, I 
siapose 7 ^Be '^as always too devar.” 
Cam intetposed. “ Leave hoc Sj^ne 



ii'ttMIR ?'4<9|d -joiir tottgasi yon 

tiMr uSk'^TU \a3k to vthom 

'Pdlfiooiwn Wmo^b douur 

nbw?'* ‘ j 

lo<£Qg after the^mnr^rer 
'tit Vtt Stroll".acod Jane pohMy 
the men atar^ and landed 1 
hi^ he'll oatoh him bat it a a buei^ 
neaaeaUiearb^otidhiB powei8,Ifaiicy 
Stop» you're the mrl who delivered the 
paehiiga to ATi Hill ’" 

‘^To young Mr. Bill/' aaid Jane« 
elimbng into Mrs Whiffles' cart, 
"net to the father" 

Bignor Antonio turned on the lw> 
with a frown " I told yon it WiiS to 
be given to Mr Hill himself ” 

" Well, ho got it light enough," 
said Gain impatiently "I ga've it 
to Jane at Goloheetur, and she took 
it to Ml. Alien, who gave it to lus 
father." 

*' And what happened? ” 

** I don't know,” eajd Jane " I 
didn't see Mi Hill get it" 

" Tou fool," cried Antonio turning 
on Cain with another enail "J 
wanted the girl to report how IIill 
looked when he opened the padiage, 
«Dd noy^—" 

“ Jane's got nothing to do with this 
hosinesd}" said Gam resoltitely, " and 
1 won’t have her mixed up In youi 
aflture" ' 

«Oo yon know who I am?" de> 
maoded the man, black Vnth angoi 
, «Y«,"twlirftheboy withaqneei 
look, '^yo^'re Signor Antonio " 

Ja&a thought she woidd interfere 
wto saemed to be a idianee of a 


"Of imqml hi0bnsieatB»l:^>»^. 
nr JectobBfkdStte' v 
"foisepMk Mb maifh to JjanA^^ 
ened Oaiii» "rMBecpbtt^ TOo^ iMB i nfr . 


to mbny me, Jule." 

“ Bluff and oo&BeaBdj” bsM 
Antonio^ who m spite <rf hia Itewn, 
name and looka did nolBpeahhlaown 
language, "yeoH not msrrj 
girl/' 

" But 1 Bhall/' Bald 0am, Betting hiv 
teeth, " mind your own bueinegB ** 
“Tlus IS my business, yoabrab—— 
"Jane/' said Gain ptuntiM fo t|)0' 
hotel, " yondei Is Mrs Wfaifw wav-. 
ing to you Drive over. I'll send 
YOU my address, and you oan wSiie ^ 
to me Good-bye, dear/' ' 

He would have olimbod on the cart 
and kls^od her, bob ^hat the so>eailld 
Ttaban drpw him back Jaue, lather 
etiiTted and pusaled bv tlm dommiou 
this strangoi seemed to otoroise over 
Cain, drove hastily away fo the amfo " 
where fat Mrs Whiffles stood wa'nhg 
fa(*r fat anus She looked luMdc to she 
Cam and Antomo m fleiee conversa¬ 
tion, and dreaded a quanel 
And indeed there would have been 
a quarrel but tor the boy's Bolf-posBes- 
Sion GiUn appeared to have far moto 
command of his temper than theoJdek'' 
man, and spoke quietly enoutfh "Bee i 
here," he said, "£ won't have you . 
inLeifenng With my af&Jts" • 

"Do you know who I am?" do* 
manded Antonio agaili- 
" Yon asked me that befoise and ht 
pnbho," said Oam, " and I told yon, 
you were Signor Antonio. But yfW 
know well enoo^ whiat ywi are told 
BO do I" 

"Andwhataml?" jeotodibitoi)^ , 
" You'itt the man that deeprted htf 
wife and iduld, told your ohms IS Giles • 

Wftwy " ' 

" Xtii, it ifli' aod flon’i you teBt tol 
deserlBMi yon farati 
BO yon locked Til ttoMit 
,wQh flo, ra woa*C wn 
hoittly; " Tm quits Anal tar^stsMiS',, 


ak tob mnifh to 
rStootobto ybrf!to iag* < ^fr . 


puLti oaftitiy.. 

"YsSiftr who drives him. 

_ M. _fc— - 1.^__ 
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THE WOODEN HAND 


nossalono [ vLpiiliip\MLli >oiiev<n sent Buteey to steal thnlr i^ooden 
met a ago, and I did tunid ' 

whAt volt tv.uue<t bticiusti \ou pio j "It'balin 1 don't know who tookit 

mised me not to go neat tny inotiiei | “ t Ijeli^vp Butsey did, though why 

I loan} that \ou havo written that ' ^ou wonted it I don't know And 
}oii jiitfiid to e.i11 on nei " what is tlioie lietwoen yon and Mr 

“ \fhnt il I do ^ Kho’s my wife as Hill, father, boeiug }ou sent him that 

\on'io iny «.oji She's got a house ciofas^” , 

oici her head, and money, and I ve j "That'! nil business,' 'growled 
got i iif'ht to share botli" Vnlonio, finding hi4 son knew too 

"Xo, you bi'ieii't,’ '■aid (Jam much for him, " \ou hold your 

bhuijilv, " you te iiofatl'n of mine, as I loiiguc ” 

yon dcHiitid me and moLliei when j *' L will ii'' long as you keep away 
wuxuit jhjoi Nov' 111 it we’vo got | from my mothn ” 

TUoiK-veil'd come and make iiiolhei [ Ijoid, 1*11 keep away,' said 
intsoubU' 1 kr pt lay pul ul tlu Anfunio good hiimuniiHlly '^Idoii'l 

haigaiii, so yon ktnp m voui If -w.iu* to hif with hei nagging and 
you wute moiliei agiin ot go •>f>ai ^ vihimpi iing, Yuii'ie hei son, •-•lie 
lid, III make llimg!:, hut” I tnough—a young piig 'joing against 

\uto)jiii iivule a di-^h at Iho hov— I vo'n L'wiul f.ithu ’ 
thei W’U'jio' in a (|Uitt suit sUeet j “Ooh foi \n\ imtlier s ikr And 

-"and giip^d with i igi ■* ^ uii uu vo*i w iiii im lodo aiotig ini ■.e''iJJg 

ixntuial voi'iig ciickoti ’ light fuhd .ii'd I in <)> inging ' 

"Leave me alone lalhei, m L ll | "Whal du yon intan by seeing 
Sing oat for tliepuliie ' j light*' Yon lu aliv>is saving that" 

‘‘What*'' Autiiiiio, liiKlmg foife ] ‘ I\i Iw'en (o t'-*! hiUntuui Viiuy 

would not do, bf gaii to whim, ‘vond ‘ meetings ' •-tiid (' iiii soli.(ii]il\, "and < 

run m von ]iOu] old iilhn ' ' i 1 sec whvt ,i siio d \ uu " 

" I don t wuiil to, 'mUiIC^vm, "hut > 'Oli, vun'tc ,.>oiTig to tuiii paisoii, 
it yon ioicc iiiL to, I Ml I c-k I an \on \V( ll icm <aii do wLiat 

is tui vou to ki cp aaay lion niotltei, Like, hut huld yoiii Iciiguc about 

and leaiu me alum II jou don't, 1 11 , ini hiisuiCbs 

toll Wasp soiiietnirig lie iniy like to ) ' 111 dolint tell iiu, latliei ' 

lieai *' I (.Jam luukid ivvoudy into ihb biutal 

The olilei iraii tmnrd pole thiough j lioi, "liad vou an^tlniig to do with 
Ills hwaiLhv ikin " WJial will you j tint muiilgi ' ' " 

tell liitii? ' he asked in a ibu k I \iit(iino gliiid ind looked like a * 

-voicu diiil He maih another'da^h at tho 

"Neioi YOU mind [hu 1 know hti^, hub at that moment Ihieeoi four 
yor mIw Mr Stiode when he lame t j men came* lound the cuinei, and 
the oircis (hat night .•ftei fund ai>i<mgst them a policeman At onoe 
baUais Theu there’s Hut-oy— " \iitimio huist out into a loud laugh 
"^Vhat about llul-ey ’ ' .iskod tlie anrl tonk to his hiuken Hughsh 
father uneasily, iind glfiiing " Ver’ goot, nu Iceclo boy, giX me the 

"Nothing (hiK lu/s a had lot lettez 1 go to Mces tjony Ah, 

1 Di no grrat shskes n yself,*’ ailiuittod I )io' ’ 

Com sadly, " hut 1 in hoginningto seo Cam haw that he would not receivo 
liowwioU^dl am If 1 was as bad as a icply to his teziihle question just 
B itsey, faibi 1 ,1 <1 not tieat yon liko then, so, glad to get away on tho 
thib You sent Butfiuy with a lying chanu* of having anoihei talk widi 
message to ipothtii— *' Jane, ho esoapM Haidly had he 

''1 wanted to know how she tamed the oornei when his lather was 
ooked " after himr and a deep voice faroathtd 

"No, you didn't I believe you in his oar. 
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*' ] bad nutUin^ to do with that," 
Bud Antooio aimonsly ; '* i'oi lud, 
but not BO bad aa that. I don't know 
who killed the man Go"'^a pueh 
sent the boy loebng—*' t^hold youi 
tongoQ I'll keep my patt of the 
bai^in and leave >oai mother alouo 
Keep yoms," and heioio Cam could 
recovcidiis bieath Aiitoni» waa Jing- 
ing the bell ot Mis? Tioii) s lodging? 

That lady woe jubt up and at luoA 
fast Antonio w lo sho^NU into hei 
Mltmg-iuoin, and found hei dntik- 
mg coflee bhe luted him withjb 
BmiV " Well, Clileh, what b brought 
yon heie At tlj'b Liiiii ' ” 

" This IcUci fjuni HLng,' e>.iuI 
Antonio, giving Uic unto Iil, liad 
reccivtil Jioiii Cam , '‘and don't call 
ino Giles, Hell ” 

"You sucin >(i\ much afiaid nf 
pcoplo kno”iing ^ou,' <-]i( ]<fit'l, 

opening th( eiiMlopi., mil lunuuig 
lict ejes ovii the Icilei ' Htag 
wants nib to inaki anolliet coutiact 
foi the Noilli ' Sh< tliiow itowji the 
Hole " Wt.)! tlnii, 1 \%ou t ' 

" Wl ataiti > on going tndu, Mun ^ ' 
“ Go to Ijoiiiloti ami iraii y [joi d 
SatUis " 

“ He means business, then '' 

Miss Jjotrv lose, und louUtd a? 
though she wniild Map Viitoino •> lace 
“ \.ou,hjuiid, slid hissed, "do \ciii 
think f d let any man pla> fabt ii.rid 
loose with me Not a* witid ’ sl'o 
added, tieeing a g'nn smde on Hie 
bhong mans lace ' T know what 
'you would sa) l^eavc ibc ihisL alone, 
or Lt will Lo the woiiMi fei you And 
see heio, ivliat s become ul that lioy 
Butb^ 7 ' 

'* s in London at JTntlii i Don's " 
"Fool little wretch Being ni.ule 
into a devil such as you aio. Then, 

S u send for him to come to Ohelnis- 
d I want bull to delivei a lottci, 
and the soonoi its dolivcLt.d the 
better " 

'* Can’t I dchvei it t ” 

" No, yon can’t 1 can tiust 
Butsev T can't trust you " 

" Who is the lettei to ? 'V 
" That's tny husinebb," flashed out 


Miss Loiiy rotuinmg to her inter¬ 
rupted breekfast, " tw Btag I U^soe 
him about the noto at my own time " ^ 
" But, Bell, if yon leave the show, * 
how will you live ? " 

" I've got money saved Ybu need 
uot Ask how much," tlic added^eing 
the oupidity flash into the man's 
ev ub, " fur I am not going to tell you. 

L loavo tlie show at the end of Oeb^r, 
and thi<a J leiiiam in town till 1 
I biionii lady Baltais " 

" k nice batgain he 11 got with you,’’ 
glow led Antonio '* 1 know you " 

" \b wove lieon tugethei ^n tho 

ciTi us loL yeaiH, you ought to-" 

" I naiii't tlimLiiig of the ciicus, 
hut of 

"TJohl ^olll tongue," she cnod, ris¬ 
ing again, ' inixid y oui own husinosb " 

" You don't make it wutth my 
whili Kii))poM I *.)-)oil yout gjmo 
’ with L'^id Jsallais * ’ 

Mies lioiiy s facohccnmc hortl and 
her et es gli tliu cd “ You dai e to lutoi - 
I Ifif ,*ird I'll send to that imhcfinan 
at Waigiuso tn tell him I haw you At 
W(Stha\uii speaking to a p.iJi ot tho 
biggi st bltickguaids iti fionduii " 

‘ * And 'Vhli it will lliaL do '* £'>o got 

• iighL to speak to whom T choose " 

‘ You can loi idi I caio,” said Miss 
Limy, sittiiigd'iwi oncemoie, "your 
biisiiiisb has nothing to do vitli me 
so long as you leiivc me alone Why 
I dciji I 'y’ori go Jiuitie to yom pool wife “*" 

! " My pi(4 wife don't; ‘v^t mu 

I Aiid J wouldn I live with Ji'^i for gold 
I untold, seeing liow hlui nogs and 
I iiioaiis My wife '' bnueied the man* 
with an ugly look, " you'll a mi e one 
I to hull, of hei ' 

I "1 tell you ehat, GiUb Meny," 

I s.ud AIisb Lorry, with dehbot* 

I Htiuii, '* y ou d both i kc'ejia cuvd tongue 
or you'll lia.u a bad tune J U hoiwe- 
wliip you Ix'fuip the company, Hliong 
man .is you aio " 

Vntoiiio scowled " You woul4n't 
dare " 

‘ Wouldn't I ^ You talk like that 
and \ou U see You always were a 
hiute and you alwaya wdl be X only 
hope,' added Mwb Lpnyr enddMi^ 
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into bis eyoB, '* that yoiisit8n*t 
sometbiog woib« '* 

^aioiuo loot tho look with groat 
’ eompo&uio Hoaoing a zuoideroi ? " 
he said “ Cam askca me if I did kill 
Slzode ^ 

*' Avd bow ilo J know you didn't ? ' 
"B^anse J did nut,” cned tho 
oiiUit Tisiug and looking fierce. 

‘^Well," said Mins Loiry after a 
paube, " 1 dare sa> you didn’t But 
)ou know who did ' She looked at 
him w^aiohingly 

J swMU* Vi^all that’shol>, I don't' " 
Mifa^ lioirv lauglied disagieuablj 
“ bViiC} (hli s Merry tiiUung of holy 
things C nil s wuith I*! do/ cn of y •'' 
'‘The young foul I llo'h goin,! to 
joi^j the SoJv'atKJjjists I ' 

“ And a good job too, uud Miss 
Loily, with a pleased kiok, “ he may 
ooavert you " 

“ Iiet him tty/ said thi .dtcbtinu.ito 
father, “ and I'll siu.ish him'' 

*' Pel baps you'd lalhci Gain joined 
jTalhfai Duu, and Jhsd Ftiiy and bosy 
Uh, I saw vou talking to .leuy and 
ffoxy at Wcstliuteii It's niy bidiLf," 
added Miss Loiiy ciushing hei igg- 
shell, " that tlioso two have boiiic- 
tlung to do with Stiode's und " 

“ Why don’t you tell the jiohce so ' ” 
“Beuaiisc Tvo got tuv ovv.i hbh to 
tiy,” rocoited Miss Loiiy, using and 
Wiping her mouth, '* but tho piebence 
of London thievob at \Vi stliaven when 
a gonyeninn v\.i? muideied and 
lobbcKl, looks t]Uoei If the police 
knew, they'd collai .reiiy and k'osy 
• and Ifathci Uoh too I fancy you 
would be brought into the niattoi " 
"Look bell/' cued Antonio with 
an oatlij *' do you charge me, oi any 
of thoUe tbico with maidm ? " 

*' No, 1 don't I only know that 
yon weta Strpde's pal lu the old days, 
and that ^ou did a lot ot duty woik 
toi bun. You're iii witli a bad lot, 
Giles, and will come to a bod end 1 
only wish I could rescue that poor 
little brat oi a Buteey from too, but 
the boy’s past reloming i know 
nothing of mm, saye 4Lat he has an 
admiiwtaonfwpae^aDd zwi myeRands, 


so iihat IS why I want him to delwer 
thiA latter You'll try and team who 
the letter is written to, Giles, hat 
you won'i I oan trust Bu^y Bnt 
why don't you turn honest man, and 

ramie inonet'* 

" How can 1 ? Konost men dem't 
moke mon^ And 1 gain my hviim 
honestly enough asa sUong iLau with 

«t,ig " 

*' \h, that's A blind to cloak your 
leal chaiacter You'iu iii with lihther 
Lou's gang W by noli uplit on them " 
i Loitv loaned loiwaid ami speko 
j softly "h'or instanoe, why uo. call 
, on Afi Stiode'b law} er and Loll hnii 
lied deny came home fiotn Ariicii 
about tho samu ttnjo that Stioile did ? ' 
" 'Vt has good would tli.tt <Ici ' 
"fcin't sav 3il.wsk kuows '.ojup- 
thnig, riiid I want that sumotfamg told, 
so that M].>s htiodo inav luiiir^ Mfoi 
Ihll amUie pill out of Jiiy Wri Jiu me 
to lUiiLiy Biilta's Ho aduiius hoi, 
.uid J want hei saf< ly niiiin> <l, beyond 
hih itiiob ff i(Mi told alajut Jtod 
loiiv, MasLiiiiglit bo dhli to got back. 
Miss Stioflo ^ fuitune ” 

"\\h.vL'' Chits pi'Lkod up h'S 
eaiN “ h'ortiiiio * ” 

'‘fViicy Iboitsaiiil pounds, (ides, m 

Miiunonds, I faiicv " 

* ¥ 

\iitomo ...vb iloviji "1 uvvoi knew 
SliOfle w«is sozicb,*' ho said “Why, 
the liai told luo at Brontwodd that 
hi'd made »io luonty ’’ • 

“ r don't ^oruioi at that,' s,iid Mass 
Loiiy, **ho kmw you’d blackmail 
luni if he oonfossedto Iiaving money ' 
" I know e''oagli to make* tfauigb hot 
loi him,' b.ud (tiles, biting his laige, 
square hngoru, "but 1 nevei know 
ho vvab iioh ftoid, foity thousand 

pounds * Xt I'd known that-” 

" You’d have killed him to it " 
" I don’t say that," growled Giles, 
putting on his hat, " and os I didn't 
kill him, there's no more to be said. 
^A^liero’s tho niouay now 7" 

Mias Loiry looked ounouely at him. 
" You sbonld know \ ” 

" What the blades do you mean? " 
" Oh, if, you Qon’t know tbeie's no 
mote to be aauL As Strode is dead, 







wn wiH gei the mou^ uow. Year 
B^taoMhng is pC no v^ne l&ss 
Strode ^II wt the'diamonds and 
marrv Mr Alien Dill *' 

“^U?" Bmd Gifea thouebtfully, 
<*dioes he tfdce aftoi that mol of a 
fatisdr,%l lus?'' 

“ Np. he's a man and Tu>t a srhun- 
penrtg As like Lawienoe HiU " 

Giles stood mutting M tho dooi 
**Ho Miss Rtiodo will gat tho 
diamonds? 'hosaid, "hlebtUldon't 
BOO her, and —" 

Mibb Loiiy wliirlrd loiind ‘•Yqp 
lease hri aloro oi t'll make things 
unpleasant for you Tho pool gu 1 has 
Bojriow L>non>{IJr and she's a goiul giiI " 

^ Keep youi lun on, 111 do uuthuig J 
-at pirqnrit " added \ntoiiio bi,iuifi- 
iHintily and \Mth an iiomeul how ho 
depaited 

Miss liOtiy clutobed Kei hicaetwitli 
a flown •'I'll wiito that kttei ivnd 
Bcnrl it by llutsi'i,' she said (Inter 
inmedly 


CirWTTlR X\ 

UM \l ] ( 11 D ^111 I INb 

Ma ^fasK bad t daik. little olhoo in 
the oif> duvni a loiit{ uaiiow lauo 
which led fiom Oheapsuk* In Uie 
buildnig bo iiibabited weic many 
ofhooB, uio°tly those of the legal pro* 
fessioii, and Mr Maskb rnoius wem 
on the giuuiid dooi He bad only 
two In the outer one a olerk almost 
as old as Mr Mask himself sciibbied 
awav in a alow manner, and showed 
in oifentfl to the inner room This 
ItBA a gloomy httle dungeon with one 
hatred window looking opt on to a 
blank wall, damp and rvHoa with shuio 
Ijght Was tbiown into tho loom 
thtoogb ^iB window by moanB of a 
olvetad glass, eo the a^ual lUunun- 
ation of the aj^tipentVasMiry small 
ittdwd, ewB m sbnunpr ^ whiter 


^ gas ^ated and flared att the 

&exe Mr. Mask sat like a spldw itt ^ 
his den, and the plaoe was SO full 
cobwebs that it really bUggeBtodspdom 
in plenty There was a roBty state 
in whtoh a fire was nuvur Ih^todt an 
old mahogany hook-tase fuind with 
nnmvitiiig-looBing voliuues, and a^hn 
woBh'Stand which was htdd^i behind 
a Bmoeu of shabby Indian workman" 
ship Tlio walls were piled to the 
dingy ceding with bl<iok japanned 
d(M*(i boxen, wilh the nameHOf '^anoas 
cbente inscnlied on them in*white 
leltors Hefore tho window- and 
duty CDOugb the glass of tliat was 
—stood A lacgc mahognn'v tatile 
cu-veted untidily with papeiH, deeds, 
huefs, inemonuicla. and suob bku legal 
dacument^ \ small oleaiing in front 
WAS o(Cupit>d b> led blotting paptir, 
and a laigo lead ink bottle with a tiay 
ol pens Tbrio w'as one ohuir for Mr 
Misk and one foi a oliunt Finally, 

OB tbero was no oupot on the floor it 
may be guessed that the ofiice was not 
an mvitnig-louking sanctum Into 
lihis liolo—AS it might fitly be taimed 
-^ll><n vras shown one moimng He 
hid nut rallod iTuniediatelY on Mr. 
Mi"k when he (?atnu to town, as he 
hAcl been aearcbing for hib father for 
tho Ust five dass But all uiquiues 
pnjved futile Allen went to tho hotel 
it whirl] Mr Hill usunJlv Htnyed, but 
could not find bun thfie Jle had 
not ljc( n stopping in the place for 
inoiithH Alien euugbt the aid of the 

B phee, but they could not find Mr. * 
ill Finally he putanadvemBeiiient 
in tho papei, w^ioh reniaiaed un- 
ar MW Bled Also Allen load oalled on 
Mi BiU'b bonkerB, Inat found that ho 
hod not been near the place Tt w«b 
so atiango that Allan was begmuiog 
to feel afraid The meb^ageVonreyed 
m tho aymbol sent thwgh Cam must 
be a Tory aenous one, to make Ms 
Uthei cut himself off fiom those ww 
knew huQ, in this way 
As a last resource, Allen cams to soe 
aCr. Mask, feeling he ehonkl hove 
done ihia bsfora. badaluge 
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buaioeaa, but on the fooe of it appeared 
to ver^ littlo in tht> diugy oOico 
Bur he vras a man who conid Ik trusted 
witli a sociot, wd luan-y people who 
knew thm iiitLimtuil him with aifaiis 
they widhc d kept (puct Oontioqucnily 
Mask ( LusinP'-*' uas<^i>inefciinL8 lathoi 
shd«I^, hut he made a f^eat dual ol 
raoppy by it. and that a*i all he oau d 
about ^ 

A vilonb colfl Til ni was Mish, and 
oven I'l Ills own home at hloonisbuiy 
he was spi^iLlne Still the man had 
hm ^ood iHimt and had an niidia- 
ouiiLii't Ol ^ond natuif of wlinh hi 
wu'i <ioni(‘wijfit ii'ihanu J, licaveii oiilv 
knnv\'‘ ah\ If hii Ikih • ei n as ad 
a*) he looked, ho ceilLiiilv iMiuld not 
ha\e askrd MlPahiiLi tu givi pool 
Ij\ ii •! lion 'I 

‘ Well, Ml MUn, sud M isl .who 
<.a>lod hmi thus to diitiii^ui h biui 
fiom his lalhi t nhooi hr* h,id known 
many \rai'i, 'so you luiso conn at 
]a>.t/ ' 

\ili n, who WMs plac ini> ins hat on 
die (looi,as tin ire wai no tahle ti put 
it on, siaiiedaiid bt.iieil “Did >oii 
o\puot me 

“ [jong ap,o/ Slid Mask pnttiiif; his 
Ingothi‘ 1 , siul h aniug h lok w itli 
eiO'iiod legs “in laot, von should 
liaic come lo me fiei r|i.\s igo 
Tlion. was no neti ssily hn ^oll to 
(Oiisiilt llio pulicu as to \oui >ath>)'s 
wheiuahuiits, or to call at his biiriK 
and liokjl, oi to pu^ Lliat leiv inju- 
Uioious uUfitiseinent into tliepapm ' 

“ "Vou seem to know all ahout niv 
dornge ’ ’ 

“Quito bO 1 know a gicab mam 
ihmgb To he ft ink Alt Allen, J 
lia^e hortl >ou watehed h^ a puvito de^ 
teotivo,e>ui sitice \ou came to town " 

AIIlii lobo itj a bow I ling lage 
“ How date ^ou do that, Ali Mask '* ’ 

* I did so ab >oui Fathn’s lequust,' 
Siwd the la'Rver, on whom the joung 
man's rage pioducwl not the least 
effect 

“ You ba\e seou Iniu *" 

“ I have He came to me when h^ 
anived “ 

“ Do iou know where he Is **" 


“ I do—^but T am not at liberty to 
toll you ’ 

“ Do you know why be is acting m 
this way? ' 

Mr Mask's calm face suddenly 
wiiukled “ No/’ ho said, looking 
peiplffed, “frankh, Ml Allen, I 
don t, and } .ini clad >ou have callod 
I wish to "talk tliu inatk ‘1 utci with 
■\ou' 

“Why didn't >oii send lor mo, 
Iheii'*'’ 

' Reeiusr it is nevoi m> wwh to 
tjkc the irnliativo, People rome to 
to me 1 don’t go to them I get a 
lot Ilf hiisiTies'4 waiting. Mi Vilen 
People aie oidy too glid to liiid n 
Til 111 who can ki i p a st c ii t, I hgvo 
niulo a fine huiiuiss out of nothing, 
siJitpK b\ holding iny tongue " 

“ Vud do sou iiitiTid to do M in 
this inst inei ' ’ 

MisI ihiuggrd his spill shouldi iS 
" Tliat dep lids J olinslnne I " 

He laise I hit voiet iatlv<i, i>id the 
diicn opriud to ‘iliiiil i smill ihik 
wilh a laige led heaid and a haM 
hi wl, iml a Jiei hiu I wiih winikk« 
WhiiL ills a<,e was ni one roidil toll, 
and he •' ml a-, litlli s liuroald lieiiig 
issooK'livi as hi ^ iinsti'i AVichont 
*1 Wold he sl(h)d d the doui, sieii 
ilimlv in the hilt light of the oHicu, 
fo' iho ds^ wa^ daik “ilnlnihLoiie," 
si.l1 \ri M isk, ' ill ho eiigaged 
with this ‘{*nLli iii.in foi 'anu* tune 
lilt no one in, till I call .igain ' 

•lohnsloni liowid and departed 
Without 1 wold, while All Mask went 
on in ,b binooth tone “J bit id this 
ofhoi. fiom ten in the moinmg till six 
at iiiuht tfohnstoue comes at nino 
and leavb<4 font ' 

“Whv before >oii^ ' asked Allen, 
wonduiing \vh} this mloimatiou was 
supplieil 

“ BteaUbo T like the office to m}self 
to see ncLvuus rlients The lawyeis m 
the otbLi offices of the huildiug do not 
stay late, au<l fi*s£uoiitly 1 am per- 
fectlv alone with clients who wish 
then business ]^pt so seoiet that they 
don't wan$ even to be seen entering 
this plOLO " 




79 


* AN unexpected meeting 

" Aro you not alroul ^ my btinnea^ to keep secrets, and here 

Mr Madak sbruggod his shoul^rs is ouo I have nut found out But I 

agam '"^o Why should 1 be'" don't intend to let jout fothev go 

" Some rough oheut might da you away till 1 (md out^" said Mask * 
some hum " giimly “ On that coudihon [ helped 

“Oh, I don't think so An} otio him And ufici all, ’ added the 
whueomes hole hiidbit to hibintf/fst laiiv^er, tUhci is quite in hia 

to conciliate mo, not to ibiuoteti Bull s.i.iin <rfns4s, uiid J lime no right to 

t oonfefrs 1 vras lathci fyxiitleil tho dictate to him, r^en ^^hon ho acta in 

othei night’ so coocmtiic a irianiior" • 

"What do }Oii mean ’ * "iro is ilwaia ecconhio,’*said tlie 

"I'll comu to the siDi\ iii liini* sou wiaiili , "but this behaviour'is 

Because T inleinl hi tell it, 1 di''w tK>>uiiil a joke Ifovi is my mothei 

youi atttiUtion to ni\ liourb Well, to Ine f ” 

Mr AllbU," Mask Icaucd lidck agaih, "I can’t send hei money.* Your 
“and uhiit cikU I do loi yon'" ' father will to that ' 

“Tull me whete ii’y lathci is ' ' ■> 3i,|, >^hY nni T shut out ftom my 

'I Can t do t^iat 1 liii\e not tour i f.ithei s coiifidonoe ' " 

fafhri b pcimi-.^ion to do fc.i> | “I iiin I say Benienibet," bud 

‘ Ifow long will I'o Im i kin-k in n sIii'IiHy irritable tono, " I 

“ Until T iMii iiuliK e bini loii luin," am <>hul out alsu " 
said Mask hl.inilh AlU ii, rmicli ptiplexed ovei Jho 

Alhn liautd loiA.iid aivl looki ri sdn.ilioii wliiili 'wa<' suflicicntl\ aTt- 

the lawyoi in the eyes ‘ ]stn\/kLlu i i TKiyinti lud mysleiioU'i, thought Irr 
atiudoi being mesteil 4 >i tnonnml "It’d m\ fathf-i trll \on 

V isk'.till ted "No Whi do Mill ' ol the i anllinaul lio\ iiu recMSed ^ " 

Siiy ihciL ' “ 111* did not lie haul nollimg, 

"lleinuie—but In luie 1 li'll >oii, , l\i that he Wished to hide loi .1 tiiuo, 
may 1 abk liis n'cison loi ’■tjung , and would me il bis leason later" 
away ' ' I “Tliiii I iiiiist tell xou (vuiylhing 

Mask liiukt d pi ipk \.r<l igiiii ' f I kiinw," siud Alb ii in despemtion 
can’t ixactlv Irll >011,” be •-111I ‘4 | " It mv liilier \\<mt tiiist you 1 

may as ivi‘11 be Ptaiik, xili Atli n, as J muisL My inolbei is in agieat state 
I don I like flic sitiiitioe Voui ' id aldiiii, lunl for hi r saku f ii'iist get 
fothi A whom I 111 ( kniiwu nil bu- ' Imn In coiiii back” 
life, I ;yiio to uu* o\ei 1 week ago m Mi Miisk looked doubtful "I 
gie lb Hgitritioii III's.ii(1 that he was don' know whttbti lie'll hear tea- 
111 Jangei, hut what the diiigeF w is, , •-ou,’ be siid, alti 1 n p'use • ** llow- 
he i»1iuk.k 1 to conless I insisted on eiei, whiit you tell mo will go no 
an explanation, jiid pioruiseil to finttiei ” ^ 

tell me some cbii Meantnue he '‘Well then, Mi Mask, 1 know 
wanti'd to lie Imlilen awi^r loi llif ' wh\ my f iliiei i-« all aid " 
time being I arianged that toi liiin " lb’s niuie than J ilo Why is be 
"I don't think that was wise of ' tfi.nd * ' 
you. Mi Mask" i “ Because he thinks he may he 

“My good Mien -I c\n c.Ul you ainslid fot the muidcj of fJiiode " 

BO as rVC known you hince you ivcie Mask pushed back his*chair and 
a lad- there la no reason why J ' ro'-o qnirkly It was not an easy 
should not help vonr fatJiei Tie matter to astuinsli a mun, who, m 
may li.*Vc done sc^uothing agoinhl that \eiy iihuh, bad heard tales 
the law, £01 ail [ know, but as be is woithy of the Atabtayi Ntqhti, but 
myohent, It is mv duty to bclp him | AMeu hsd rcitainly mauaged 10 do 
He IS a good ohent to mo, and 1 am r Qo “ 1 )o luu uiein to say he kiMed 
not suoh a loo] as to lo 30 *liiai It is ! Strode /" he asked 


So • 




" No Hat ho (hi&lEit he did.” 

'** ]Now oan that be ? ” 

Alien related the epiwde of the 

I wto}, and how he found that the 
>ullct which killed Strode would nob 
fit bho hanel So you see my father 
thought ho hod killed him, and when 

this (Ass wA-s sent-’* 

What ciobB f ” asked Mash, look- 
lugOip quickly 

*' I forgot I thonglit yon knew ” 
And Allen ielated everything in du~ 
tail McU)k hejid the story with his 
cliin on Lib hand, and m Bitonoe 
]3\tII vixen 111 lull pobsesHion of the 
fuels he did not speak Allen giew 
iinmtient " What do jou think f ” 
Alask itiored j few papers hi ei 
and tliitlinr, but did not look straight 
at Ins Msitoi "It’s a nj 5 ' 8 tuiy,'' he 
said ‘*1 know not what to ^av 
IJii^ T am ixeiff'eLly suieof oni thing/' 
lie added with emphasis, " thit \oui 

father novoi shot Stiode-' 

** r said pu The bullet tli it went 
through the heait aid not hi tho 
bairel of in> revolvc'i ” 

** You mibundersUiid mo 1 don't 
oien believe that your latbei lircd 
the shot which upped the fiesh ol 
tlieaiin \Vh>, Strode was his host 
fiieiid and ho was deiotod to him " 

'* jtTy falliei to Strode, oi Stiode to 
ifl'\ latl'Ci ? " 

" JtotU ways you can Lake it Why, 
It was Stioile brought about the 
inaiiiago between ^nur paieiita ” 

' My %)other told me how the 
uiaiiiage came about/' said Alien 
quickly, “but 1 undfrskood that m) 
father afted bum a ohivalrous 
ixiotise " 

Mask's lip cuilcd “ I fear not/' 
be said, “ there were circamstaucea 

oonneoted with your mothoi- 

Alloti shifted hirasGif nneaeily and 
grew rod f' 1 know—I know/' he said 
aborply, ''id> mother told me about 
the necklace Sarel} you did not 
beheve her Mi Mask ? " 

“No,” said tile Jawyor emphatKiaUy, 
“ X oertauly did not. 1 can't say wh6 
stole the neoklaee. but it wee lost and 
the thief hoe never been found. Ac 


to the niamaga'’‘^eMraT6dhuha&d 
—Strode femigbt it about—at least 
he bold me eo Bow be managed I 
can't eay, unless it waa that ho need 
hib infiiienoe over your father.” 

“ My motiier beheves- 

“I know All the more <nedit to 
het But we ean ihsonss this on some 
more fitting occasion MeaiV’une wo 
must balk of yoUi fnbbar T ^n’t see 
why you shouldn't seo him," said 
Mask musingly 

“ (ji\e mo his oddrobs " 

“ numph," said the lawyer, gmil' 
iifg blightly “ i’ll see Ihit about 
this murder? Your fathei did nut 
kill the man'' 

" No," bald Allen ^baiply, “1 sweor 
he d'd not " ' 

“ Quite so Well, who did, and 
whiit w.ib the motive f " 

I “Rohberj w.is the motive,” said 
I Allen, taking a litter out u' hi> 
pocket “Hoad this, I leifivod it 
fiotn Miss Sirodo ’’ 

M.isk took (he lottci, hut did not 
lead It immodiauii “I don't he- 
heio the motne wa-i lobboiy,' ho 
declared delilieiately, “Strode hod 
littl' luoiicy fit' Ol ihriiiJy brought 
a linndied or su Jioin Vhica and i 
eishcd ins lulteis ot credit" 

“Did jou gi\e hiiii the money in 
notes '* ” 

“ Yos and what is mote I.'have 
the rjiiinbeis of the notes see 
what you mean you fancy ihp 
notes were stolen and tliat the 
OLiinmal oan rhns he. tiocod." 

“ Itoisd the, letter,” said Allen im¬ 
patiently 

The lawyer did so, and thus be¬ 
come possessi d of a faithful repurt of 
SaJtai 8 oomnj unioations to Eva which 
she Irod detailed for Allen's benefit 
On ondmg he placed tbeJeMer au the 
table “A blue poekeHVlWNBaid 
Mask musingly. “ Yes, he hia ihidh 
a one T remembei he jdaoed the 
notes in it. I wonder T didn't ash 
about that at the inottest. Zc'ssMIen. 
Huraphr ^Looks like a coauaonptaee 
* robbery alter aV Alkjpi/' he raised 
his eyes, “ t gave Svioda two btmdred 
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io tffi-pouod Bank of Bngland notoa 
As 1 nave tike nninbers, t inay,ba 
able to trace how mnch of this snm 
has been spent by inqnmnf; at the 
Bank. Ql^be nirmbers that me mssmg 
will he those tliat Strode m the 
blue pocket-book when ho went on 
that fatal jouruey to 'Westhaven Tf 
toe mniilf ror stole the btSek and has 
eaehed too notes he may be Iroopd 
by the numbers ” 

'*1 agree But wbut about the 
forty thousand jwunds ^ " 

Mask sliook his bond " T ron't say 
Stiode eortaiiily nevei inontiuntd to 
mo that ha liad such a sum " 

*' Did he say he h.id diamonds ? " 
“No Por>i.ipB, J.M Miss Stnxlo 
RUggosls tor* foity tbonsand jtounds 
may liate In on loc ked up in di iinonds 
irR .1 [KUtable wn} to cnii> sucb n sum 
Rnt wo foiind no diaTnuiids amongst 
his cller is, so It is piobable he uarjiud 
them on his poi son ' 

“ And A 1 > inmikned for Iho sake 
of them 7 " 

“ Perhaps It was strange, though, 
ttbit Snodc should havo s^joken to 
mo iibont hiii noodon Itand Tie 
pioiiiis«d tliAi hr would return from 
W.ugiose to place a l.ugo ouiii of 
mono} in iiiy hands—piobabl> thi* 
forty tLoiisand jrioiinds, though he 
did uqt mention the amount “ 

“T daro say he intendtd to tiiin 
the disAnonds into money and tlien 
give it to }ou " 

“Perhaps,” said Mibk carflcssly, 
“ but we ore not }et suio if the iiiono> 
was in diamonds However, Btrode 
said, that when Ik wanted the 
pioansed money, ho would got it 
flora me personally, and, if he did 
"not apply in poison, ho would send 
toe wooden hand As he certainty 
would not havo let the hand be taken 
ftom him while ahvo, it was a very 
safe token to send” 

Allen looked down “ It seems as 
tboQ^i he was afraid ut being killed, ’ 
he, said loosingly, "and he was killed, 
and toe wooden band was stolea ** 

** Not only tibal," sfcd l!i|aBk, ** but 
iC was bioq^t tokoae." 


" What 1 Alien attutod to biS '/e^ 
"hereI Why didn't you have tha 
man who hrooght it arrested?”* 

“ Because I could not/' said Uaak * 
diyly, " this is why £ tpld you of my 
habits It was attor four wuaa John 
stone and every one m toe plime waa 
away In fat t, it was ni'aily m, and 
when 1 was getting ready to go, toat 
this mail came ' * 

“ What kind of a man waf he? ** 

“ A Yoneiablu old mau, who iodcod 
like iJia Waudeiing Jew, with a long 
white besid, ami a benevolent Jaoo. 
lie asked if ho could speak to ine, 
and we talked 1 mast lemind yon 
that oiety one in this builduig is 
away at the hour of sir. ” 

“1 undeiHtanJ Bui what was the 
old niau's name ^ ” 

“ He gave none Ho simply asked 
if 1 had H Biiui of ipnne} m my pps- 
session bi*lmiging to Mi Strode I 
said I had iioi , so ho asked if Mr 
Btiode hail loft a packet ol diamonda 
w ith mo " 

“ Then theio aif diamonds ' ” cried. 
AIIoti , " lud you knew? '' 

'• Now you lueiition it, E did know," 
said Musk cimII} , ' all m guixl limo, 
.\llon I wished (o lonin how much 
von kill w befoio E si>oko nut T am 
a iiinn who kiups sociots, mind you, 
and 1 don't say inoio I ban is neeilful 
Well, this old man, when I said that 
I Jiad no diamonds, told me iii so 
many wonls thit J was a bar, and 
iQsi^teil that I should give tnom up 
To test him, I jokingly a«^ked him if 
he h.id the woodi*u b^vod, which was • 
to bo the tokou to dolivei the money 
ordiamouds I ft then pioiliuMSI the 
arliiolo ’’ 

“ Why didn't you airc st him ^ ’* 

"Let me remind you that i wa4 
alone witti the ‘Wanoenug Jew, and 
that ho brought two men ot whom I 
caught a gbmpbe They lemamed in 
the outei room during oui oonvonao 
tion X Baked the old man how*be 
became poasuased of too woodpn batid.^ 
He refu^ to tell me, but insisted toot 
T should bead over the diakncu^. T 
proteated toot I had none, and 
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bun firhab J tell you^os tu '^^hat Strode 
wd About givu^ me mouey later " 
‘'WbAt did tbe old man Ba> theu ? *' 
“ He began to believe me, and nmt- 
teiod eooiething about the diooionda 
being w Stiocle’e poseeasion Then 
hn bope out, *No go, ,ferry,' to a 
rod-beaded rnAian outride \ftei that, 
he left ' 

**You should have iollowed, Mt 
MoaIk, niM b ISO h.u] him arrested " 

" E could BtjAicf'i} do that," said tlu' 
Iau vei dryh, ‘ the old gentleman was 
too olevcr ile vient ivith one man, 
and left the nd-headed Jc'iry to keep 
watch L had to iciuaii in this luom 
till seven, oi else lei'y tliieatem > to 
shoot me " 

Ho w'ould ne-vn have dnied ' 
“Oh VOS, liL, would, and in this 
lonely buildio, no one oo'ild have 
sto^ipcd liiui Well L .igieeil, tiid le- 
niaincd in licie doiiv some ^voik At 
beten I upeiied the ontri door Juit> 
lud deCtUiipcd, hilt whoi < ho and bu, 
fiieuils woitt r I .tn I SAV " 

“ Have sou luld llie ikiIho *’ ' 

“ No J rhiiik it IS svjser to tc nnin 
quiet Tliesu men will liy again to 
get the iTioue} thiough the wooden 
hiLiid, but they uiiist first Jtani who 
killed htiodo, and ^toli' the ilianiomls 
--for I now agiee with iom, 'Vilen, 
that tlu foity thousand pounds aic 
locked up 111 (hoiuonds Jiut now we 
hate Lalked on tliib point and it briniTi 
cleoi, us talk on aiioLlici lu the 
picbenco of a thud pprsoii " 

“ 'Vho ? " abkod Allen anviouslv 
I “ Tom F.ilhei, ’ b<ud Mank " John¬ 
stone f" 

The rod ho.i.rdcd clcik cntoied, and 
wlidn vntluu, icDioicd a false beaid 
oud a wig 

“JP'atlipr,''ciiod Vilen,using It was 
indosd Mr ilill, pale and tiombhng 
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vn ILIZiL’S bTOU\ 

AltjUk was so tnundersiiuck at the 
sight of bis fathqi, who had so un- 
espectedly apficaieJ, that ho couid 
(inly stau^*Si[eiitl> otanng All Hill 
ga\e a uei\ou& tittoi, and Luod to ap- 
]je iL at his case But tno sight of hifl 
pale fact and ticmhlmg htiibs showed 
that the man was pnsscss( d Ici ror 
Alsu he locked tho dooi while Allen 
ffaped 11 was JM isk who ejjoko hiRt 
* Toil an suipiis<>d to lind your 
fatliei aa inv c'eik,'' hu s.ud •-uioothlv 
tu Vilen, ' but when ho came to me 
asking to In cuiiet alccl, ( aiianf^ed 
that folmsioiit should t*ikc a iriach- 
mediil hfihday it the sea-^ide I 
bi'liivc ho i"- a* Biightij*! ” s lid Mi 
kfask driihcicit<l^ “ In ilic lueaii- 

I biino, >oui fathi I, b\ nil an-> ot a desor 
j disguise jiluph d lohrisfcone’s name, 
j aiid ]]Li mn i,lit\, ind looks In the 
I dim lightot tht olluct-iei Voile thinks 
I liL is Johiiniuiit, and lo lull >ou the 

' tiath, Siiid Ml Mask, sjjihug, “iuy 

clir nt<i an bO pussr •■i d h\ then owu 
hats, thalUi > lake vriy little notice 
• it iiiv (.link ’ 

Allen scaici l> li^teru d tp Ibo half 
ot this (\plnJMiion “ F’ather," be 
01 Jed, “ whatoMn is tho Tueaviiig of 
all this ^ , a 

Jlill ulteiul again, and looked about 
loi a boat as Ins liinhs would hardly 
lUppoithini As Ml Mask bad one 
chaii, and AJlun tho oibei it looked 
as though ilill would have tu sink on 
i^ic lloor Hut Alton pushed forward 
hia own tlicUi aiid uiiule his father sit 
down Then, so white was the man, 
that he pioducod bis llabk, and gave 
him a uip ol hiaiid> “ 1 never liavel 
without this,’ said Allen, alluding to 
tho fia*ik “ It r omos in bandy at 
times,' and ho spoko this irrelevantly 
bO as to pot Hili at bis ease 

Tho little mao, iindei the grotesque 
mask of JohuBtotie, grew hi aver after 
tbe brandy, fnth Dutch cooxoge. 
“You did Eiot expect to find me hete, 
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Allen?" he ^d, with his nervous 
tifctei • 

*• 1 oerWoU did not/* said his son 
bittoriy, " and 1 don't know why you 
need msgniee yonrself in tins way 1 
know you did not inuidet Scrodo/' 

Blit I intended to," ciicd Hill, 
saddenW snarling, and flowing hi^ 
ioetfa, blackhearted vlUaiu " 

“1 thought Strode wa*! \oni tiiend, 
father ? ** 

“lie was my enemy—ho wa<i my 
evil gonius —he w as a laut v ho tried 
to em'-ta all thoepiiitoiitol mo Oh,” 
HiU beat bis list on tho table in im- 

g >tent rogi', " I ui gUd he's doivl 
at I wish he d (hod l>\ tortuic--! 
wiali he'd Ih>( n hui nt -sliced to alonis, 
1 wiih — ' 

“ Scop,' bald Mci,->lt, bee ing Ulon 
tnin white ind fanit, at tho sight of 
this dti^iaJiiig s[icuiaili,, “ biK'u's no 
ni'od to sporik lik^ this UiwHiue 
Tell us how ymi r.t,ni<. to b(‘ at tho 
Bed D(-*pps " 

“Dow do yon knew I w is ill Ihe 
Bed lJi>(pi’" asked riiH. suiieniig, 
and with the sudden inge dung onl 
of him 

"Well, you look your sou's lo- 
vohei, and —” 

'•yiiu Slid you didn't b'dicve I liKil 
the shot Mask, ’ ciu d thi' misciable 
creatiHc " i hcaid y(iii say so I 
hod ii*y eir to tbe keyhole all the 
time ’ • 

“Father -fathei," said Mien, sick 
with disgust at tlic. sight of liib parent 
behaving in this way 

"And why not ^" iiwd HiJ], turn¬ 
ing fiercely on him " f am in danger 
Ilaien't I the nght to take all mca- 
ftiiicB I can tor my own safety i I 
did hsten, 1 tell you, and I oveilieard 
all Had you not proved to Mask 
here, tliat the bullet which cansed the 
dea& could not have been fired out of 
yom revolver, £'d not have come in 
I uhoidd have run way But you 

know I am innocent-■” 

"Quite 80 ," said Mask, looking 
searehiogly at the bp^^er," therefore 
reason for youi aisgiiise is at on 
end* 


Hill paflsed bis tongue over hi« dry 
lips and oronched ^pdn. it 

isn't,' he said fswtly, " theie’s some- ^ 
thing olie " 

"Tn heaven's name, what is it?" 
abked Allen * 

" l>avo me alone," snarled bis 
father, shnnking bock in his olioir 
and looking appiehon*iiveLy at bi4|all, 
white-faced son, "it's got i^ulhing to 
do with you " 

" It hM eveivtbing to do with me," 
said his son with calm firmness, "foi 
my mother’s sake I intend to have on 
o\pJ uiation ’ * 

“Tf ray wile wiie beiu sht would 
nevit let you tioal me in this wav, 
Allen," wlumjietcd the misiiable 
fathf 1 " iSii .ih '* —hr did not call his 

wife Sacctmiissa now, thi' situation 
bring too siuious -"Karah is always 
kind to iii<. ’ ■ 

Allen with folded amis lonnod 
agam>«t tbo book-casc' and looked at 
Ills father with deep ))ity m his eyes 
Mill wras nltninaldly whimiHiing and 
thieatciiing alone luoincnl lu would 
show a HOIt of desp,LiJ ing (outage, iiud 
fill* ne\t would wince like a ohild 
fi'jiiiil vrl a blow Tho young won 
licvei lo\rd his fatliei, who, Ukun 
up with huiisi If and his whims, had 
done nothing lo make the boy love 
hiiD He had n< ver respoetud the 
raiu, and only out of legiitd tor hiH 
mntbei h,i(l li>‘ itfi lined tiom laking 
htiong racarait's to (Uib 4he nrO- 
noimeod occtiitiicities of Hill But 
the man nusi i ible cow iid os he 
sceui'^d, was sfdl his fcithir, and ilf 
bchovcd him to deal with him ‘Vs 
gently as possible In his own mmd, 
Allen liccidrd that his father's tiouhlos 
—whatever they wore—had driven 
bini insane Bub tho sight of tliat 
Clinging, ciiwhng figrac liegut a nux- 
tuie of pity and loathing— loathing 
that a human creatrao should fnll so 
low, and pity that liis own father 
should midden ly become a " thing " 
mstbod of a man 

" 1 want to be kind to you, fathei," 
be said after a pause, " who will you 
trust if not your owucson ? " 
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“Ton 'woro never a eon to toe,*' 
muttered nui 

“*WaB tliat my fnult^ " asked Allen 
' stionfcly “ 1 would have been a son 
to jOu» if you hai] let me But you 
know, lathej, how you kept me at 
arm’s kmgUi -\ou know bow you ruled 
the ^UHB acojiding to yom whims 
aud Inuries, and sooincd. both my 
luoibei aud nijdslf Often you ha've 
BiH>kcn tS liei in 'luch a uinnnei that 
it \ias ot)K Ibe kuowJpilgc that you 
die mv fitlipi \shicli liiodL luo lefiun 
flam jntiPileuiij' My inolhei say-* 

sht o\A»h iLiirh bo you-" 

“ So shi dciPB so •'lie does ” 

*' Thon why uki* ad\ aiitagp ol I pi 
( jiiUJtude ’ Slip fruo*’ ou'ry tiling to 
you, fnthi t, .Hill you tieat hei m a 
yyay--fauRh,’ Allen swept tho .lu 
with bis J.101, i' though to bauish tho 
oiili^ict '* Iji'C us Say no >iJoic on 
that pomt But 1 havi come up hen 
to get to the bettonj of this allait, 
fdthei, and I liou't leiXye this pl.iue till 
1 know all ’ 

ILill tried to stiaightcit himself 
*' ^ oil foigel L am scui hitherj" ho 
said. With an attempt at lii^nity 
"No, I <lo not loif>ot Because 
yon iiio my iiLhei 1 nidi to help you 
out of this tiotililc, ulutevet it is 
1 can save you ftom lx ing aeeused 
of Strode’s niimler, but the other 
thing-" 

"T nevei said thoie was anything 
elfie," s^fd ITill rpnekiy 

"Yes, you did, fjawrence," said 
Ma-.' " L hue tokon a note of it " 

* *‘Oh," whiniijored Hill, “if you 

turn .iipiuist ino too-" 

Neithei one of us intend to turn 
against yon,' said Alien in deep dis¬ 
gust, loi tho man was more like a 
jelly-fish than ever, and ronstantly 
ovoded sU attempts to bnng him to 
the point * “ E'er heaven's sake, fath6i, 
summon up youi manhood and let uB 
know tho wotatr* 

] won't ba i^ken to in this way," 
Stuttored Hill, ^plowing led 
Allen made one stride forward and 
looked dowa from his bell height at' 
> ^ forouahing ip the ohair-^thA 


figtm ID its aham^ttd diBgDi8e,’with 
tha white faeo and wUd ayes ** Yon 
shall bo apcfiian to in a pmaotly ipusi 
way,*’ he saul calmly, slthen^ in¬ 
wardly agitated, "bat yoq shall do 
what yon are I nave pnt up 

with tms state of things long enmai^ 
In future, my mother wall govern the 
house, and*} on shall come bfiok to it 
to indulge in whatever whims yon 
bke within reason But master yon 
shall not bo " 

“ Who will prevent mo **" said Hill, 
t^ing to bluster 

" I 6h.ill, ’ said Allon deoiaively, 
''}oa cue nob fit to manage your 
own ailaus oi to inlo a house If 
3 on ooino bot-l —as you shall—jny 
moiihei, who loves }ou, will do all she 
lan to moke }ou happy I also, as 
3 our son, will gi\e youalliespoctdne 
to a fathei " 

" You re doing so now, I think,” 
Biieucd Hill, yoiy white 
"Ciod help mo, what else can I 
do^” filed Alluu, Teitcainitig himself 
by a violent eftoil, " if you could see 
>ours( 11 }ou would know whiit it costs 
me to speak to ^nu liko this But, 
foi your own siko, foi my mother’s 
sake, foi mv own, 1 must take the 
IippoT hand ” 

Hill leappil panting ficm bis seat 

" You dale •-” 

"Sit down,” Siud his son dnpeii- 
ously, and pushed him baok* m his 
chan , "3t.s, I dare, father As you 
aro not i espoosible, I shall deal with 
ou as 1 thml is for your good. I 
uow how to deal witlli men,” said 
Allen, looking very tall and veiy 
strong, * aud so X shall deal with 
you *' 

" You forgot,” panted HiU, with dry 
lips, " 1 have the mouey " 

" I foiget nothing 1 shall have a 
commission of lunacy taken out 
against yon and tiie money mattem 

shall be arranged- 

'’Ob,” HiU bunt mto tears, aud 
turned to the qumt, oheervont Hask| 
"can you «t and hear aU Uus ? " 

«X think yuhr seal is nght, Law- 
nmee.*’ 
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‘*1 ahaS go to law/’ cnod Hdl 
fioroety. • 

» Ow s mao m hiding go to law/' 
hinted Mask aimihoantty 
The nueoi^me man sank baok m 
,hie and wept Siok at hearty 
Allea looked at the old lawym ‘*Yoa 
am my lather's friend, si{/' ho said 
Kontly, *try and hnne hiimtio loabon 
As fov ms^ I mnst w^k for a time in 
the outer room to iiKiovur inysc‘li T 
oan'c bear the sight of bhosp toais 
kCy father-^h, God help mo, mv 
father I” and Alien, nnlotking tlip 
door, walked into the outor loom sick 
at bearc He was not a man given 
to meJodram. 1 , but the sight of Lis 
Wiptdipd father inmlo him sick and 
fomt Ho eit clown in the doikS 
ohair to recover hiin'U'lE, and leaned 
bia aclueg head on his hand 
What paisid kfisk and 

HiU he never knew, bur jftoi lialf-aii- 
hoar tbe old lawyer eallecl Alien in 
Hill hod lb led hib tears, ci,nd wah still 
flitting hnnohed up m the chan But 
be was caliner, aiul took tho woidfl 
whiob Mask would ha\e spokon out 
of thejawyor'b mouth *' I am mut >i 
woin^, Atleri,*’ said he softly, ' so 
you must excuse uiy lieing somowhtit 
unhtmng It you linnk it uisu, T'll* 
go back," • 

Set fai as I know [ do think it 
wiM*'* 

“ Lob us boor the story first," said 
Mask 

YHiatstoiy^" asked Alien sharply 
"My miberable atoiy," said Kill, 
" rU tell it aU You mdiy lie able to 
help me And I need help, ’ he ended 
pitooufliy 

"You shall have all help, fathei 
Tell me why you went to the Bed 
3>e^ and took my revolver." 

ffill did not answer at onoe Hia 
eyelids drooped, and ho looked oon- 
nuii^y and doubtfully at hia son 
Apparently be did not Uu^ him al- 
togethert was thinking as to what 
he.would say, and what leave unsaid 
The Iwb men did not ^jpeak, and after 
e pause, now wre iminposadt 
1 ) 0 ^ to speak slowly. 


" I have known Btiede'all my Ufs, 
and he slwave treated mo badly , As 
a boy 1 lived near his father's raaoe at 
Waijprovo, and my hither liked me to 
assomata with him, as be was of 
better birth than I We stUHied at 
the same sohool and the sameceUeget 
and, when we went mto the wuud, 
Htrode's iiillaence introduced mo ipto 
luiatooiabc eiiclos But my oaii 
tiilonts aided mo .dso," siud HiM, with 
open v.inil}, " I o.in do everything 
.uid amuse an) one When T stop}>ed 
at Loid Ijiseri's — ’ 

“ niotlic'i told mo of tlmt, said 
Allou with ,i gustuie of lopugnance, 
" and I don't want to hear the stoiy 
Aq.iin' 

“ I'm not going to bdl it," rutoitcd 
Ins fathei IjlHv, " luy idi'K vrasto oa> 
pi nil a pupiiloiity vou will nevei attaiii 
to, Allen rLuvMvei, I’ll pass that 
01 Cl i lujiiiuil your mother, and 
Btiode miiiitcl Ltuly I im Delhain, 
witli a horn i liso w.ibin love—and 1 
would bavu made lu'i .i much bettor 
ku^baiid thivn Ktrexio, ’ aud tlw littlo 
u'liii pl.untLvel) 

" Go ni', ]i]oabe,' said Mask, glanc¬ 
ing nt hifl w iteh “ Tluu e isii'i much 
tiiiit L have to go o'lt to luncbooiu" 
“A1wa}t tliinkiii'' of ^ouiseU, 
Mask," Mieoitd Mill " voualwavsdiil, 
voukiiui, AVcll, 1 saw little of Sti ode 
foT home tune Then L leut liiia 
inoMvy and saw lose rif Lkm than over 
Then be— ’ • 

" You tobi me all this befoie," iri- 
teiposoil Alien, who began to think 
bis fathrr was meudy placing with 
him 

“111 come to the poiuL presently," 
said Uill with great dignity, “ let me 
sav. Alien, that ultimugli I hated 
Str^Pj and had good caufle too^-yo^ 
very good eause—l liked Bva When 
you wi-»hed to marry hef J was 
pleased She wiote to Let father 
about the inainoge ^ Uc sent het a 
cablegram saying was eom^ 
Lome- ** 

" And when lie did arrive si Soidlti- 
athpton he told her she Wad not io 
thmk 
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"He (oM me also,'* said Hill, "and 
lone before He wrote from Lhe Gape 
teliing me Le would not allow you to 
mnnr Eva *' 

“ Allow me'" eaidAlUm indignantly 
"Yoc, and told. >ne I was to stop 
tba waniLgt T wrote, and urged 
the advisability of the match Wnon 
SStr^odo loiched Southampton, he 
wiote af^un siyiug ho intondud Eva 
to maiiv Tjoid Salt ns- 


quietly to see mo And," a^dod Hill 
heeitaung, " he had to ^ some one 
else I don’t know who, hut he 
hinted that ho had to see some one ’’ 

">A^lien }ou bpoke to him at the 
Bed Heepe’^" 

" Yes I went there on Wednesday 
and he was waiting Tt was gettmg 
dark, but we saw plaraly enSugh 1 
urged bun to give up tlie document 
Ho refused, and (old me that he 


Did he iiiaKo any uioution oi 
money 

" No Tie simp]} said that if 1 did 
not btox> manidge he would di'*- 
gitU'L me, lieie Hill cluuged colour, 
and Inukiiig futuvcl} at both us 
hstenerb 

" How disgi m you ’ ” asktil Mask 
shaiply 

"I sliiUi’t U U \ou ihal,' was the 
dogged n jiU ‘'ill }nii lu rd know is, 
that Sti ode could tlisgi au‘ me 1 - 
1—made a laistiiko wht-ii I u i-i Oi 
young man,' said Hill, ccistiug down 
hiH e}i‘4, ao as noli to tlic honest 
giizr of ill- sun, " and btiudc look ad 
vaut.ii,>e of it He iiiidc me sign a 
doeauieiib confobsing s^lial 1 bad 
done-' 

" And w'hat in hea\on‘b nariio had 
you done *" qucilioned Alien, much 
troubled 

"ThabM ui} business lehin’tsa} 
—it has nothing to do with you," said 
Hill huiiKdly, “hub Stiodo ha<l the 
lociwiont nnd idwiys earned it about 
with him I warned to grt it and 
deslioy it so J asked liim when he 
calve to Watgioie to meet uic at the 
lied Deeps, and then 1 would tell huii 
how the maniiigowith you oonld be 
prevented 1 idso s.Lid that I km w 
something about I^ord Saltarg- ” 

" What IS that t " 

"Nothing," said Hill, this time 
liankly, ' "1 really knew nothing, 
but I wanted Strode to come to the 
Bqd Deeps Uo mode an impoint- 
ment to meet me theic on Wednesday 
at nme " 

" In ibai case, why did he wire to 
Eva he would be dnwn on Thtueday ?'* 

** J 9 eeause Ito Wanted to oome down 


leqiaied more munev I glow angry 
and left him " 

, *• Alive 

" Yes Hut 1 bad yoiu levolvoi 
with me, Allen 1 took it aith the 
idea of bhooting Sti ode, if be didn't 
give up the doeumeiil -" ^ 

“Uh,’ cued Hlen, shimking back 
It '•ceiiied boinblo to beai bis fathei 
talk liki Ibis “ Hnt youdidn 1— —" 

'* No 1 got behind a bush ai d 
bled My shot tnuchi d his atia, foi he 
clappctl Ills Ji in<l to the wound Then 
he turned with a voJ1e> ol abuse to 
lun afbei tno At that uiuinuiit there 
canv' anotliei shot fioin j olump of 
I lices noai me, and Btiude tell lore 
downwaid 1 was so afiaid at the 
idcii ol any one baung been noai me, 
and of having ovoilicaid out couvui- 
*aation-" 

"And of seeing vuur attempt at 
ui urib'i,' ujtcipolatcd Mask . 

“ A cH—yes - that 1 drupiicd^AUeu’s 
luvolvei and lau away " * 

“ 1 found tbo levolvei and took it 
houio," said ^Ulcn, "so the way you 
.voted the ne\t inoiiuug wlion Wasp 
caui4> was " 

" It was tho morning after that," 
said Ins fathei dryly, “ on }''tiday, and. 
btrodu was shot on Wednebday I 
nevei went neat the Bed Deeps ogam 
I didn't know if Strode was ^aC bnt 
1 knew that he hod been abob 1 
steeled myself co beai tho woist, but 
did not make any loquitios out of 
pohey jyhenWobp came that mom- 
mg at breakfast, X knew what he had 
to Btiodp vras dead I dreaded 
lest w Bhoqld say that the revolver 

had been, found, m which ease yon 
' might have got into tzouUe, AUeu. 
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bat I «as tbaoLtul uothiug wu aud 
ofi*'* 

young man was astoundod at 
this cool spcecli but ho mssed it 
over, as it 'was aseleBs to u angiy 
^ith Budi a knan " L picked up 
tevolTer as I said/' he ropbed, " but 
about th«. document t" , 

“ I bJdn’t time to get it * The hhot 
fiighbeiied uie ” 

“ Did you 8^0 who iiiciltlie ‘»hot ^ ” 
"No 1 was too ufidui I luJopU 
lan away and iievd IcKited back ' 

At thib po'nt Mask Iiekl up hi<- h ind 
" t hear some otie in tlio outei oU'Cc,’ 
he said, and lose to open tin. doia 
Uiil slipped behind the tablLMiui\eting 
ni|^i ieii [[owfwn, Ma-^k ictuin^d 
to ms seat “1 inj Uioiti', ’ he said, 
" thill'e no ono till re tru on 

‘'’\\h(ite's»''i<ivi>ii''\t'ut b) kiiOA ^ ' 
qucshoLicd Hill miLiblv 

^Y}l^ >cu laintril and b it tlie 
house, whfu ^ on got that iioss lioin 
Giles Me.iv^ ’ 

JIiU stn^d “ Vou I )tc»v It was 
Giles 111* staniinried • Wihat do 
\o'i know ot Gill s * ' 

■f 

“Nothu*g But Mis Meiiy iccog 
iiistd till diiLclion oil tbobiowii papci 
as bfini^ in bei busbaml s i\iiliiig, 
Wliv did you faint ’" 

Hill locked down and tbi n lix^ked 
up deliaiitly He was shll standing 
behind'the desk ‘latok tht woodiu 
hand t ’* » 

"WhatI' cijcd Musk and Allen, 
both iibuig 

" Yo& 1 had my tcasoiis toi doing 
so I took it fiuin tbe body, whoii 1 
was ID the dcatli-chainber I h<ul it 
in oiy poikbt when 1 saw you and 
Bva, and said it was stolen And 
then," went on Mi Hill veiy laat, ibo 
that Allen should not give cxpiobaion 
to the horroi which wab on hie face, 
** I took it home But 1 luaied lest 
my wife should hud it and then I 
would get mtn tiou^^** Sarah wa«> 
idways looking lulu my piivatc 
affaite,” he whinodi " so to stop that, 
1 went and buried t^e hand on the 
commoD Some one ova^t Lave 
watched me, lor 1 put tbat oross to 


mark the spot When I opaned the 
patoel and saw the cross 1 know same 
one must have dug up tbe wooden • 
hand and that my secret-" 

*' What has the wooden hand to do 
with your secret ? ” * 

Hill shnfUed, but did not reply to ' 
the question " It was Giles's wiiUng 
1 knew htf'd got the woodon hand,aim 
luy bcciet—Haik I " TheiOiwas eer* 
tiiiiily tlio sound of retieatiug toot- 
steps m the otlioi looni Allen dung 
open the dooi, while his falhei oowered 
behind the desk The outer dopi was 
closing Allen leaped foi it but the 
pel son had turned the key in the lock 
They heaid a laugh, and then reti eat¬ 
ing fuotsieps Mask, who hid followod 
Mleu, F.aw suuiotbing white on the 
Horn iJe pickid it lip It was a 
leth'T adchosvil to Hebiutiaii Mask 
Opening ibis he irtm nml to the infier 
ofhee "lift us look at this iitel,” 
-aid Ma^-k, and iccalled Alien. then 
ho lead what was in the envelope Jt 
eonsistcd ot one hno "Qp^ii the 
wo<iden luind,” caul the niyeterious 
iqiistJc 

"No," sliruked Uill, diopping on 
Ills knees, ‘ my' beiiet will bo found 
out I" 



t'UAl'TKU XV ri 

K lAII Nil IN NVKP 

x\lli..n was stopping in quiet rooms 
uetii Woburn Sqiiaie, which was 
ohoapor than boat ding at a hotel 
He was none too well off, as Iuh 
fatbei allowed him nothii^ b£ill, 
Allen had made BUlhcient money to 
1i\e fauly comfuitable, ami bad not 
spent inoob, since hib arrival m 
England, owing to hia resideuoe at 
“ The Arabian Nights ” 

. It had been Allen's mteutioti to 
escort hiB father baek tu Waigtove, 
whither Hill e<HaaeDtd[ to go, ,0ut| 
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on oxpldiiiiiiiiii* to Maik bis desire to 
tra^p out Butaev l^ubing the addzeaa 
of the JPreah Air Peoplo ui White¬ 
chapel, Mask hod Bgieed to torlce the 
old loan honie hirubolf He tholight 
that il vrab just as vrell Allen ehcmld 
hod the ho^, u ho might know mtioh 
" He didn’t steal the wooden hand," 
said Matik, urtieu he parted from 
Alien, “,but he is crvidcntlj in with 
the gang ” 

“ What gang Mi Mask *" 

"That headed liy lAio old gentle¬ 
man ^ho called on me Teii} is one 
of the gan,!, and this buy Bnlsey 
luiuthei He sent that telcgiam, 
lunemhei If >ou can find th Jad 
you may h.'iin initch, and poThajm 
gci hack iliL hand' 

“ Bull w hat good Will that do ? " 
aske'd Allen, piu^lcd, "houi \ih.it 
iii^ talhei saal '^ben >oii lead the 
anonyiiioiis loUd, ho p* identic knew 
that the hand can bo opened If, os 
be sais, it Ofmt'iins his siciet, he 
must have oppu< d it hiinM‘11 when ho 
took It home, and l>eloj‘e he Luiicd it ' 
Miisk 'wiinkled Ins hiows and shook 
)us lioatl " [ oonlcsi that I cannot 
Ufidcistand,’ he leinail ed hopclcssh, 
"noi will I, until \oai fathui is mote 
ftunk with me This is one ro.isnn 
uh^ J am taking Inm m\Holt to 
W'ai grove When 1 gel Imn tliero I 

niav induce Inin to tell me lus secret" 
"It must he a 101 } serious soorot 
to makiphiiii behave as ho does ’’ 
Mask sighed “ I irpcat that I 
cait’t undorbt'ind I hav a know n our 
UE ji all his life. We weie bo^s 
togethez. and I also kuew Rhode 
But although } our father was always 
foohabt 1 oau t think that he would 
do anything likely to bung him within 
reach of the law 

" He stole the wooden band, at all 
events,” said Allen gntuly. 

" Oat of ahoci terror, 1 beheve, and 
thrt makea me think that his seccet, 
for the prbaervation ot which he 
robbed the desfd, la more bonous ihaa 
we think. However I'll see what I 
oen learn, and iaihng year fsAher, X 
ahoQ ask.Gileakh^iry.*' 


"Bo you think he kuowe?" 

I fancy so The parcel with the 
cross was addressed m his wntiD& 
so it is he who has the hand 
must have mven it to the old Roaundrel 
who called on me, so I Ihmk, Mi 
Allen, we aie justiiied in a^ng 
Meizy to jhe gang " 

"But the hand must have heca 
empty when my father buned it ou 
ilio common, BO now could GiU'sknow 
his MKJIOt 

" 1 can only say that E doti’t nmlei- 
stnnd," said Mask, with a gestiue of 
hopelcssnosb. “wait till L get youi 
father to speak out Then wc lOiii 
loam tlie truth " 

"J diocid to heal it, siul ilie ^on 
gluoiiiily 

"Well," lephcil Mask m a lom- 
'forting tone, "at all o/niits wc* knov 
it has nothing to do with this 
muiilor El is youi task to loam who 
commiltod that, <uid \ou may do so 
tlirongi) Rutbpv " 

Aftci this coni el Silt lou Mi Afiibk 
took Ill! 1 liaok toWaigioic, wliithoi 
Ihp old man went wiUiugly piiougli 
Re bcerued to think luniei It dtsolutely 
safe, when in the couipicv of Ins 
lego] advisor and old hioinl Allen 
'letuinod to his looms, and suni ,v 
moBboge to Mr lloiace Paikmb thai 
he would see him that afternoon ft 
was niLessary that ho should keep 
laith with bis friend Maik Pa kins ui 
South Axneiica, and hnd a capitalist 
and Allen thought that Uoiaeo, whom 
M.aik reported shrewd, might know 
of some South Afneau milhonaue 
I likely to float the mine in Bcllvla 
As v> the searoh aftei Butsey, Alien 
had not quite made up his mind 
He could learn of Butsey's where¬ 
abouts certainly, but tf it wtf some 
low den where the lad liv^, he did 
imk want to go alone, and thought it 
might be necessary to enhst the 
Semceof adetoobve Farlusfatbez'b 
aafco, AUsn did not wish to do so, 
Hht he must have some one to go 
With him into ^ depths of London 
slmns, tihafi was eertam Allen knew 
the lifebf the Kaked ImndB^ and there 
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oAuld inoio lihan hold hm own, Imt 
he was ifiuoiant of thu moie tamliile 
hfe of iho submezKjod. tenth's dens 
It was at three o’clock that Allen 
apminied the meeting nilh Parkins, 
ana at that hour precisely a cab diovo 
up 111 a lew minutes Parkins was 
shown in hy the landlady, ^nd pioved 
to Ijo aslant of ovot six feet, h au, 
hnght-oyra, and b^icdkmg viith a 
decided American ac^nut Up niab 
smartlv dn:^st,d m a Hand Strc't kit, 
but looked latlicL oal ot place m a 
frook-ooat and silk Lat and patent 
leather hoots 

“Well, I 'll glad 111 sec 10 U ' bald 
the giant, shakuiu hands with a giip 
wt^cli made Vilen wnu t — and he w is 
no MCakhllg ' Molk b botSl luillEf 111 
letters about what a giNxI >oil you 
aic, lUul I wns just ei i/> tu ineit 
you II Isn't Las\ hiidiiig <i j'al ui 
this loitcn plant t ol ours, Mi >£ill, 
but r guess fioiii uhnt Abiik sayb, 
you hll tbo bill, so fii a- he's con- 
ciLiifd, and 1 hope \oii1l miIIuii t ii 
to me, iui I ni dog-s'ck iMlh luiii linr bS 
111 this (lit! eitv ’ 

Allrn liuglicid at this long spei rji 
and pUxetd a than im Ins sHitoi 
“ You d like i ihiiik, 1 know," ho 
said, itugmg till hi H 

‘ Milk ooly," said I'likius,hitching 
up Uife kuLci ul Li>j tiousd'i, and 
oastinif hib nughty hulk inti) the del p 
chaii 4‘ I don't hold with wiiic, oi 
whisky, Ol ti a, oi oulfi e, or anything 
ofthatbOit Slv utrios ue iny own, 
£ guess, nod dll f've got to Iiaiig 
on to, for the making of hiugaiiib 
I'm not going to play Rully m-oui 
Alley wi^ them No, au, I gyi^S 
not Givo me the cow's brew” 

Ho a glass of nulk wab brought, 
and Mr Paakins was nj,]do happy 
" I suppose you don t bmuke, then “* ” 
said AUeu, aumsod 
“ You bot a pipt*" He Dzodneed 
a ahoi I clay and hlled '* ^ Pm of the 
pinion of that old ch ip in We^tipvni 
Eo ’ if yoD know the book ?" 

‘‘ r hayen't lead it for ’ 

" Y' ought to I icum it wery sear, 
same as t do uiy Bible Had I uy 


way, sir," he emphaeiBecl with his 
pipe, “ I'd give every Engluh hoy a 
copy of that glozions boM to ahow 
him what a mao should be " 
"You'ie English, t boheve, Mr, 
l^kins ?" , • 

" Bom, but not brod bo' fVtet w, 
my niothei and father didn't go well 
in donblo harness, so mother stopped 
at home with Mark, and ^ lighted 
out Wentward-ho with lather You'd 
uovi I take me lot Mark's brother? " 

' 1 should think not You'ie a big 
man and he's small you talk ^th a 
Yankee accent, and be speaks pure 

Euglibii lie's-" 

•' DiHeiont to uia m every way 
That's a fact I’m a naturaUsM 
uli/en ut the £J BA and Mark's a 
Btitishui Wc'ie met only oubo, 
twice, and ogam, Mi Hill, but got on 
vuiy well Theio's oidy two of*ua 
all'll of the Paikins gang, so X guesb 
we’d host bo filendly, till we many 
and rear the next geniiation Pm 
goin^, to hitch up 'With an Engliiji 
gii', and Maik—li 1 can persuade 
him -Wiill iiiirry an VmeiiCiiu dollar 
lieJtesj Yos, kt, wi''ll K^uaie ac- 
counts with till) mothoiland that 
way " 

\11 thu tiuiti I^aikiiiH talked, he 
pulled at his iiipi*, and eiivelniK'd 
himself rn a cloud ul tiuoko But 
hiB keen hhie eyes were ronstantly 
CD Allen's fare, and finally bo 
Hti (. Eched out » li'igc hand '41 guess 
l'\o taken to 'uu, aomc," siud he, 
"catch <m, anl -we’ll he friends" 

" (>h,‘ said xVlluu, grasping the 
haiifl, '* I m sure we shall I like 
Maik ■' 

" Well then, just you like tiro 
Aineiican side of bun, which is 
Hoiaco Parkins I guess wu'll drop 
the mibtcES and get to husincse, lEiU '' 
" T’m ready What do ^ou want 
tu St 0 me about ^ *' 

" Well, Mark wrote to uic an yem'd 
got a niinu ot soitb, and wantod a 
capitalist I'm not a milkouiura, 
hut J can shell out a few dollars, if 
y' think you can get the piopeity 
weap" , 
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“0h,»I think fio Tile Spaoiud 
Tlif^ 0^0 it wants money and m't 
Yviy sure of il» vaJuo" 

“ Tell mo about that nght idong " 
Whoreupop Eli II delulid the story 
of the Jndian, and how the mine hod 
been vork^d h) the Inca kingb He 
dOMnibod the locality and tlie ohances 
of ^tting the silver to the coast 
also spoke of the laliour required and 
tbe noitihei of shatcs he and Mark 
inteudtd to divide the mine into 
Horaee hstemd, nodding giavely 
“ 1 boe yon’v o figutra it out all 

light, Jtlill,’' haul Paikms, '*aiid 1 ifuesh 
] U take a hand in tbo game Give me 
a sh.iiii nud I'll Litgnuiei the huv g " 
'‘(roo<l’' 8a''il \.lli‘n doligl ted, 
“we'll divide the inino into thieu 
equal shaies You buy it, ind Maik 
and C will ao'k it" 

V Gixid eunu|;li Wo won’l; want 
any one else to t hip in It's a deal " 
The> shivuk htinds on thib, and 
then had a Uniq tilk ah lut thi W( st 
Indies, which lloracr, who had nevir 
been then, knew chiefly tlituugh the 
glowing pages of JIo i 

“Though i guess the pldcc has 
ebatiged uiko thin," svid he, “but 
the gold iind silvei s Hilmi iiqul 
enough, and, ina}bo, wo looked 
long enough, wc d i h inoe on tiint 
golden MiVnoa Kingslev talks nliout ’ 
The talk dnfted info inoie imim- 
diato topic*'-, and \llcn, much amused 
at his gig.iintic uomjiamons naive 
ways ot looking at things, oBked him 
abL.i..t his life Thctcupon. Jloiace 
laa ' died out into a w ild taJe of doings 
10 Aiima 11» bad hi on all tliiough 
tbe wai and had fought thomin He 
hod been up the Slnru Hivir, and 
all over the f|Oii couiitiv Hu made 
money and losii it, so ho said, and 
hnally managuu lo find a lortune It 
was fivo o'alock bofoie he ended, and 
latet he moile a remark which made 
Allqnjunip “tio I ]ust thought wheu 
I got Mark's leltei telling juo you 
woe in the old countiy and about 
the mine, that I'd oomo home and 
eee what kind of raaii you were/ 
I'm tjatiaTied—^h yos, you bet I'll 


trust yon to the death, for I aize up 
folk uncommon qmck, and you >" 
“m trust you aim," said Allen, 
looking at man's <d6iur eyes and 
responding to his true-heaitM gnp, 
“uid in I nood a fiiend now, 
Ml Paikina ” 

“Gall nyi Parkins, plain, without 
the Mtstm Well, heie I ahi, leodv 
to be your pal, while Mark s over the 
heinng-pond What's up ? Do you 
want mu to cut a IhioaL ’ (lust aay 
the word, and I'll do it Anything 
frn* a ohnige, for J'in iIhimI siok of 
fhis place uvci since 1 left Ihi'Jittttovft 
Cattle ’ 

U was this 'peocb vvliiili in.^le 
Allen ]iimp ' What, did von coire 
home 111 the Dmirjim < mtlh * ' 

“ You het I dill, and a fine pabsagu 
vvr h.ul 

“ Did you know a paHsimgc i calli d 
htiode > 

Paikiub laiscd his iramen>'C hnlk 
Rhuhlly, mil lookrd hhaipi} at tho 
qursticiuei “ I,i«i yon mean the man 
wfio w.is nmi Ji*Tf d i* ’ 

'• \ fs I suppose you ri*a>l alxiut 
tho ciinio 111 the pipois 

‘ That's so Yi 1, r kill vv him v^iy 
well Dt tUi than any one on hoaxit, 
I guess Wo got along Imilv Mot 
a man I tiuslod, addid Paikina 
musingly, “but a do vet bort ok chjip 
Welt" ' 

! " Did he*' over toll yi»u sof his 

iLiughtet “* ” 

“No He never spoke ot Ins 
piiv ita ri'lntions ’ 

‘ Well, he has a daughter. Miss 
Kva Htiodo You miiot have icad 
her name in the papera wheu the 
case was leported " 

“ 1 did,” said Parkms aftei a pau^e, 
“ yes}'' 

“ I'm engagod to hei " 

Parkins lose and looked astonished 
“ Tliat'b a queer elart." 

“ You'll hear of something queerer 
it you will answer my questions " 

“ What sort of questions? ” 

Allen debated within himself if he 
shotlld trust PitxkiaB all in all It 
seemed a laMi thing to do, and yet 
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tikfiita vu sotodibtug aboat Uie nan “HumphI'* cuud Allans "Tai ndfc 
whidh afao\v«d that; be would not aurpnaed, ftom whaA 1 *^ baaed.” . 
break faith Horace waa juat the ‘ He wae an L B, B, if you wans Sn . 
Bort of tiompamou Allen needed to got to faete" 
aeaiob after Buteey m the tluina of '* WLit'a that'*" demanded Alien, 
Whitechapel It was no good tolling " An lUioit dlsaaond buyer.'* * 

hlui anything, imleas all wok* told, ‘ Can you e^]^u * 

and yet Allen beutated to^bnng in ‘ I gnes^ 84. ^ Htnidu Ixmcj^t dia- 
tbe name*of bio father fmolly he inonds lioin anyone who had tbeip 
resolved to say us bttle as he could It a Kaflir shile a jewel, and r^ny o£ 
about him, and meiel'y detail tho then do steal, -vou bee, Btioilo W(wd 
bioad facta of the uiuidti, .md oi the buy it horn him at a siuaU pnoe lie 
theft of the hapd, without uicntioniQ0 was on this lay foi a long tunc, but 
names “Parkins,” he sud /rankles was nevet caught Vnd vet I don’t 
and with a keen Irak, "can 1 tiust know,' <)aid Barkins linlf to hnnholf, 
you '*" ** thaii In uto Jerry Tiam»know sonic- 

“ J guess so,' said the big tu in tbing of his iloings I * 

Si»ciy.'i.y “ I mean wb.it 1 '.ay 'Vou Allini Rlmost leipod Irooi bia seat 
ciu takn my word without oaths, 1 ” Jony' wishe i biglul headud man 
rppkiiu" 1 aiuffiaii''’ 

” Veiy well, then,” said MK 11 with | "’Hl* Wiis a bad lot ill tluough -a 

a sudden impulse to ii>aki ,ii ch in < hot«>e thief ,iiid I don't know whuft 
breast of it, “sit down again and | elsf in tin way ot uiirie ile made 
answer a few quf'stioiis ' ! Houih Africa ton hni; for linn,.uideame 

Hoi etc e dropped down huaiiK and [ homo st(.)‘ragi< nt llio /houmN i'a'iilo 
loaded his pifie While lie wa'> liglit- j I s»w him at tune,, li 1 know a Is ap 
ingup ho lihb^ntd toAlfMrsrpustioris < dboal him and hi Ibiived fioni u 
But Allen did not begin liefoie hi*had ' pal uL iiiine up Dulawayo way lie 
cvplaiued iLu purpusi of liisinquuit .1 | si 1 iiud to suspc'ut Stioile of yahkitig 
“I uiu 1 ngaged to Mia-* SlioJu,” [ diamonds <iiit 01 the ceuiitic " 

«iIk 1 Allen, “ but slie rr fuses til m in V 1 “liid Slrodi till y uu he jvis • shi>d 
me until 1 loam whokilludliet fathr r ” Mi.iiiioiids ' 

‘ Very iigltt auil just" nodikd I ‘‘jNu llesaiilhediuudi monpy to 
Paikins a ' the e*lunt of loilv thousand pouiidn ” 

“Weliri’in tiying to hunt out thi 1 ‘ Ih • he canv the muiiey with 

onminal, scaid I sliould like you to | Lnn / 

help mo ” ' I’aikiiis -.hook Ins In ad “ boan't 

‘ fin with you light along, iliU b<>y 1 should fbiiik he d liavr lotted 
Ifuro away with youi iJiiesUons ” ' oi ciudit ilr’d l pooket-bnuk he wns 

Allen began “ Did nlr Strode tvn | dw.ivi'ihpping into, and talked of his* ' 
tell you he h.id money ^" ' inran y a lot 

“Yes He mado a lot 111 South 1 “ Abliu pockit-liook with aeieat 

Africa and not in the most rospeot | “ Tints so Do you know it**” 

able way I don't like talking ill of , 'No But ihat pockoL-hook was 
the dead, and of the fatfaui of tho girl i stolen itoni the body At hast it was 

J ouie going to make Mre Hill, but if ' nub found, so it iiiusihaielicuu stolen 

am to bo truthful-*' 1 " t)h, and J giii ss Strode wJts mur- 

“1 want you to lie, at all costs deied tor the s.iko of the pocket book 
The issues ate too giear ^or anything [ But sie hensaid Hoiace shruwill}(, 
tfalse to bo spoken ” I’vo told you .1 heap Now, you cut 

“VfeU then. I heaid a lot about > along and rc>eL out a y mi to me ” 

Strode in Afhoa befoio we ereamed ' The other man needed no second 
together m the JDutmm Ca^le Ue • ui\itatioii. He laid aside bis p^pe and 
made hm money m shady ways” I told the story of the orimi}, suppiessHig 
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(>nl> dom{;s of bin father Hotaoe 
and nodded at inleivals 
" I don’l) ace i leiu afloi all,” he aaid 
when Alien eiidul, “auie you've told 
mo ovet^tliin;; ? " 

Tln^ 'vonng man looked uneasy 
“ rSe toll! you whit T rould " 

FaikiiiH loso and stietohed out his 
h^ud “Whut vou'vo told mo 'Will 
npvct be lepuatul flood bye' 

“ What ioi }" cibked Allen, also 
ri>«ing 

*'13ocau-ie yon won't Uiut me 1 
rnn'^ slLii;;httu out this bosimss, 
unless von do ' 

" Tbo othei thing 1 might t 'I isn't 

uiv own " 

‘ No^o If It ccncf ins the murdti 
It must be tolrl I don't W'nk bill 
kuowleflge with luy one You can 
tiust me ” 

•Alien hebitdhd Tit wiiihul to tell 
all, for be felt 'iiuc that I'aikiiis would 
help bim Lhit then it aeeniod Iciiible 
to ie\eal his falhei’i shatui to .l 
bttatigor What was be to do * 

" Set bore, I’llicH —you \ vt i>tbiii,», 
buppiessiiig II imts " 

"Won't do," said the inflcuhlo 
Rukins. "good b\L " 

"Will yon give mo i few boms to 
think ii\iT the luattii ’ ” 

" No 11 1 II. not to be 1 Misti d now, 

1 111 nob to b(> IfUSt'O at all ’ 

The \ oiiTig man bit his biigets Lie I 
I'oiildn'b lot Paikins go, toi he know . 
ahitit t:«lio<h‘and lluil Jotty, and uiight | 
aid lliL (aso .i lot It was iinpciatite j 
that the tiulh should he dioiovricd 
«lse lb ought lie that his fiilhei would I 
bu put to oven sb,imp LTettei, Allen i 

thought to toll Pnikins ard get Ins | 
aid, than tisk the aiiost of hw fatlmi , 
and fit'*d the wholo story lu the papiis ! 
" I'll tell all,' he bald ' 

** Oooil man,'’ gicwleil Parkius, his 
brow cl&Ainng 

Whan m possession of all the hictb. 
Parkins thought fci a moment and 
delis eiod his opinion * Strode f take 
it was followed to the Eted Deeps by 
Joiiy Tran, and tferry shot him and . 
stole the pookotdiodk ’ " 

'* But tlio i^ouden hand ^ " 1 


“ Meiiv'e got it and he's in. tho gang 
Hold on,'* Buid Piukins, “ I'll not rave 
a stiaight opinion laU f soi* this my 
W'e'U go down and hunt him up 
Hp ’11 give the show away " 

'‘But my father9" asked Allen, 
downoast 

'* lie s fb Cl auk T don't bubuve ho 
mixed u}) in the bi/nai at all ” 


CIIAPTBR ^Mll 

IHl. If OP 1.1 lbL\ 

Ir did not lake Mien long Lo ham 
''Omithiiiu ibiiiil Huisey \ii inqiiiiv 
at till ollicis 111 llv jihj]'pthmpii 
IH'il'li, who 'll alt will Iho liandti 
of 1 ‘igt,'d bov-j to til iiiuiitiy toi 
fiedi all, bionoliti out iiln tact that 
1iuLs> y w IS ii tiiii't, Old ,i nt 

tiu gutcf'i, who 111 a CLiiain 

Whihcliapol don nhUi ss gi\cii- 
wilb a k>F i ot the guaust luilians m 
Jjondoii 

"ft was a nioM airitleiu the hoy 
raitiu h( 1 o,' <'aid tho •-jiuliwlid gin 
Lloniaii Yrho supplndtht iniuuii itniii, 

" A* well' sendiug out \ uauilwn of 
Jagged ihildii 11 to Wtsthaven toi a 
couple of days, ,ind tbiibov ..amoaud 
iskcd if he loiild go too AI tiisb, wo 
VOIP uoii iiiclini.d to accojjt iiiin, as 
we know nothiiitr abo’it him But 
the boy IS- h'j cltVvi and amusing, 
thtu we const nttd he should go Ho 
wint with the icbt to Woblhavuu, 
hilt did not keep with those who 
looked allni thr pool croatiues In 
fict, Mr Hill,* bail! tho genlloinan 
fiankly, “ Butsev took French lease '* 

" When did he go ’ ” 

'* X tau’t loll you But one ot om 
raon caught sight ot Fatlu i Don, and 
Ked .Teiiv, at Wosthaim—those aie » 
the rufhaiis Butfaey lives with He 
might have gono with thorn ' 

" Did 1 ou take the cluldien down 
on K Wednesday ’ '* 
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" Yo4 4ud then they came back, 
late the next day '* . 

AUod reflcotea that if Butsey 
the wite iiafoiu foni o'clock, he muat 
liavB gone hock to London, and won¬ 
dered wheic he got tho ij^oney toi the 
faie Then he niuBt h IVe come down 
again, in ohIli to givo the l^ing mes¬ 
sage to Mis Meicy Hoover, he 
told the ^ihilanlhropist nothing of 
till'll liut thank* il him toi his mloima- 
lioii ' J inteiul to look tbii b(i> up 
he f-.'id, wlien taking his Vavt 
" Has he gul into tnuilile * ” askf 
the (■entlemrin iiiiMOdsl^ 

'• Wfll, not exactly But 1 want lo 
leiin sOMiethiia! boni Imn leUtive to 

I in^llui aliont wU'ch it is not eoce*- 
o.'iy lo he ^ou piecise J assuiu jou, 

II l'i’t -,1 v v»iil not f oini Inhiini” 

“ IT(' his eonii to haira i nongh 
iilie,ul\ ]irioi lari I tell You, Ml Hill, 
*h,it 1 shiiiitil hkr to di ig tli.it hoy 
nut ol tli« giitlLt, iinil HI kr* hire i 
dcdiit iiKiiilii'L ut tuiieU He is 
shaip Iw'voiiil his >eais hub his 
talents ,n<' nt IwmI in I he wrong 
wav - ’ 

"By loathe I Jluo, Ihrl Jeiiv, iml 
Co \’len diyU , 1 think " 

“Old moment, Sir Hill if \ougo 
to the Brill Stjie< ilin, t.ike 1 plain 
clothes poht'niiiiin with von ]*athi'i 
Lon is d oifieicnis ' 

“01i,‘lll see to tint' "Ud Allrn, 
ouiifidLTp in Ills own i[iu%lcs and in 
those ot 1’ Likins “ Yon ouldn't get 
Biitse\ to totn^ heiL 

"I iffti not —1 'i<ll> feu not. Mi 
}[ill The Ini^ h.Ls ni*vei*bet,n nen 
us siiioe 111 came hack with ihr* 
childiPii tioni Wesifiaven" 

“lie did conic back with them 
then ' 

“ Oh yes," Raid tliu pliilanthropiat 
Frankly “ by the late tiain, but what 
he did'm the meantime, ami wbeiehc 
went, 1 Can't saj He lofuwjd to give 
an account of li’cnself' 

. “Bhicwcl little dev /' said Allen, 
“bub T think 1 know" 

“ 1 tmet it has nothing to do witli 
tho police,' bald tRe gentleman 
anxiously, “ a detective asked after 


Butsey 1 gate him the add^osR of 
Father Don m Perry Stieet, but the 
lad could not lie foun^ The detoe- 
tnre retused to luiy why the lad was 
wanted, and 1 heme he’ll not come to 
harm Jf you hnd him, brmg him bo 
me, and I'll see what 1 can do let save 
him It's A tcinlilo thing to think 
tbit du immoital soul and a cUver 
lad should remain lu the doptpha 
Allen assented polit# 1y, pronnsed to 
do what lu> coiilrl low aids bunging 
aliout the lefoimatiou of Butsey, and 
wont his way Jle piivatoly thought 
th a t<} Qiaku Butsey a docent mdhiber 
ol SOCK ty would bo nex^ dooi to iin- 
pussibU'r 1oi the lail seenietl to be 
rpiiti a (iimin iJ, unri ediicatioh might 
onlv riiakr' hmi thr> tnoio da'igoious 
Icj thu well boing ol the coinmunitv 
Howner hn iiM'ivid his oinnion on 
this point, and got liai k Vi his Wohu in 
iO(>ni, Co explain to JioiaLr* The big 
Nnirncan Joi hr* 111 ru illy was i 
> inki e - nodiled gr.ivr ly 

“ We'll go down this voiy mght," 
he sa’tl “ I giu bs wi'd lieHt jmt on 
old bogs, Ir.ne rjui V ihi iblcb nl boine, 
mil caiiy sixshooteis” 

“ Do joii think Ih.il' l.vst is nuces- 
saiy ' ' asked \ili‘ii ,iii\iuusl\ 

‘ It’s insb i- a 1 11 to be on thr* safe 
vdo, Hill II this Iviv i-< employed 
by I'lthei Don iiirl hii gang, he 
won t lie let uu wiLliont a fight 
Maihr be knows boo much lor the 
swloly of fhe gang ' 

“Tint's vny piohablc,” assented 
Flill diylv, ■ bowi vei, wv'll tvke all 
pri e lutums, iiid gci to Pej rv Slicet", 
“Thi, IS what i cill enjoyoicmt/ 
t.im1 Hoi ace, stn tc hiiig hmlong litohs 
‘ I'm nob .1 qiianeUoiue man, but, 
hy Gosh, I'm jiiRt Apoiling for a fight" 
“ I thmk there's every chance we'U 
get what you want, l^a^ms ’ 

So the matter was anen^l, and 
afti‘T dimiei tho two men changed 
into sliabby clothes It was raining 
heavily, and they nut on oveicoafn, 
auaivcs, and woie htoncli hate Botli 
earned levolvers, and thus they lult 
itarly for any euicrgoncy As Allen 
knew London eompoiativoly well, he 
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took yii Ir td, and tonJm ted Honee 
tu Vlcl^acc Station b) tht.> under^oou&d 
itlilway they pu-Ked up a oab 

and wuiit lo M^b)to< haptl The diirer 
knew Pin-\ Sii'i-t Irat i^£u<^»d to j;o 
iKai *it, on ibe jil^a that it was a 
daiifi^MHi's loi aiity iloi\cteit| ho de- 
posite<l liht' iWr> neat bhg place, and 
diov«' I'liav lo. tilio i<iin leaving Mien 
afid llniiicu m a •■oinowhat d-iil.. 
stu‘ 1 1> *A se iit-h l<i\ a ^uide pinduted 
a »jg«ei1 »K»\ o* Ibe Hutsey tjpp, 
vdliintf tied In‘^how tlu* wav to Kitlici 
i)nn s dm ‘ ’^ou vt »tot souk sw ig 
lo u]j Lhi s]ionL, m'til s Ui'li ' ’ 
the hiiiii Inoking ii|i In ‘ hi(i 
men as rlw undei c* Imii po-,L 

*'tlutt so, sanl Llni lie 
thnikin^ lliK a good t'lii'e, * >oii 
iis iluii!', s4ilIli\, find w( II 
gne )ou t 'iiilhiii* ’ 

* ‘A boh * lljith gof)d llll’^ll^Jl/ 
t-aid the nil bi'i, . ii'l iITiijh li d 'Uumi 
a b u k sill et <-0 qnir th'ir tin v b ui 
some ditridiliv m kri miii; njj \tilli 
hull rjiitti nn, ^\ll^.n th* \ 

JiiM U tlu (lid 111 >1 I // rli •'til, VlliMi 
gupjH'd tlu ({tiidi b^ hiswi.t shi)iitdM 
'• J)o \ou knci\r ibvit I illid 3 

“t)b ni\ i'\i s ii*jd i’iis,dm 11 jiisi * 
Win,be si iiibci Ibir suit flu I hi s 
111 'li''gi UI ii<ni 

“ Wl \ ' " iskid llni.Ui fooll\ 

‘ Fablii 1 Pull SI pi liiiii dawn tlu 
tounli\, .I'ld hu (lidn t tniii 'iji it 
tbu luiui hr \ii It told to Hi s lutii 
wliai'kt J Hpd pnf nil b'l ,id.ind\\,ii|M,' 
Siud ilie I'lol, [■Miuiiiig, “wni-se link 
foj li'arl'K t l>on Jlutsev ’ll put a kni^e 
• C tu hull loT tl1.1l ' 

'‘Uuod, w he pil'd Allen to tJu* 
Vineiican i> tin v vaiil on lu the 
diiikness ' llutsei will have iHiiulpf 
Hgaiusi Kvnet Poii, .iiul wnl bn aH 
the menu leedv hi tell’ 

"iJniiipb' J lunoi'io^me Theio^M 
hououi aijion*; tbirvi -r 

Tbev had no lut<lirL time foi con- 
vei >alKjn> foi lb( ;^nirle iiiiurd du\in 
a fallow 1 ao« leaiiin < i_il ihe nd^de 
fit , iTjd knocked . t ch d<)oi oi a 
iiuniit housv wth bi ki 1 windowb 
A sloill >i»co ui^ulu a.»kLd who was 
thene, 


*' K>well raobamen with awag for 
ilio patiioo." said the guide, whistfing 
shiifly '* Show us a Tight " 

The dooi opened, and a small 
piQohed'looking girl appe ared with a 
candle Shj' examinea the two men 
and thon admitted them When they 
ventured within, she shut the door, 
which sa^Msod to ho veiy btiong But 
ITorace noticed a dooi cn the left of 
the passage leading into an empty 
j 00m He knew thit one of the Inoken 
windowH sei m the sticet wall gave 
flight to Ihii ruoin, and icsolved to 
*u»dko lb i line of retreat should they 
In* tf>o haiiJl> pressed Meantime tiie 
1 k>^ and gul led the w.iy along the 
passige .mil towriiils a trap-duol 
I Cl 1 c, si ji*. b .iding do wn W81 d hi diigliL 
them bo a 1 iigt ceLlar hll^d wibh 
t ii>gi d pi opK ul both s( >.(.s Tiieio 
w is 1 hid 111 a liigi ihiinnev, winch 
a‘( |p( d to IkdM ]i(un colisttuotcd to 
toast an os, anil louiid tins tho> sat, 
till'll iliinip giiimcnls slciining in the 
he it 4 curtain pstLoned otf a ooinoi 
of Ili( roll o a'llwlieii llu> stiaiignis 
iiitLTtd tiio sill ill voices Will litiaid 
tiJIiiip bugtlliLi angiily Bul the 
thliiis Lioiiud paid no aiti'nlinn 
‘ lied liuv '^aid ifuiare bnidoii; 
Mil n s at 111, ind ho poirh d bo a tiucii 
li ot-'oiiking lullian alreo^t m big as 
hiiTisih, who wai Ijmg on a ImhI com- 
ptisi d Ilf olil iK'Wspapeib and da^- 
bihs llo.suoini'd to be drupk, tor ho 
I'll'till il hiavily uiiil his pipe had 
tiUen hum his lovcicd lips “Nice 
man lo tickle,' nuitteied Horace 
“ (.Vine along,’ baid the guide, tug¬ 
ging it \lli'n s band “ Father Don’s 
gii' so me one in thcic, but he’ll see 
>ou that’s the swag—silver 
“Nevti ton rniud,' said Hoiaoc, 

‘ YOU tind Biilsev and I’ll make it 
woith joui whilt " 

*' (live ns a sov and I’ll do il,'‘ Said 
the biat “ I'lu Billv, and fly at that ” 

*' flooil A sov jou shall have ’’ 

Tliu bov whibtled agaiu and some , 
of Llio thieves luised him Ho then 
pushed Hoiaoo towaids the ragged 
curtain buhiint which the shiiU voioto 
sounded,* Bud vomahed The twrc 
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-nete now fully ooqiimtted to tlte ahoulder and uttered an ejaculation 
culrentura ■ ** \Vhy> Hias Lorry," he «dd, . 

Ounonely enough, the nSans iu ThewomanatutM andriMemdcd^, 
the collar aid not fe^e much notice oveHuniing the table The smtul lamp 
of the fctrangera Perhaps they were on it, feU and went out Gliere weie 
afnud of Father Don, wing t^t the a few cni&ea fiom Father Don*and a 
two came to diepoee ofawag, and at ^ill expostulation horn bho rfunall 
ii\ ovonto they apparonlAy thought man Xn the hot darknees a dress 
that Father Don could protecft him- brushed past the twu men who w^ro 
leK MotiuwUile tbo keen ears of now m the loom, and a per- 

Tloraoe heoid a deeper voice, some- fume saluted their nostiils Hoiooo 


thing like a man v, mingling with the 
slit ill ones ol the oibui speikers 
Witlx'ut A niomijjt's hesitation, anil^ 
.yiMuus to g^ b the business ovei, the 
mg Aiuenuin diaggod aside the cur- 
Uin and cnleiod 

Mien uid lie found tbeniselies be 
'oil'''a naiiow door On euteiing this, 
foL it was open, the} saw an old ni.in 
.vith a whiU bcPiil sitting at .i sni.ilJ 
liibh witli pajiris before him N&or, 
w IS .1 Hiii.ill shill p faced in in, and at 
the ind of I '10 table sac a vvomiui | 
dicbsed 111 bl.iek 

U won t do, FathtT Don," the ' 
woman wa-i si\ing in deep tutiLb, ! 
“ ou told that hi at to lob me (jivo 
u I'p, 1 tell you " 

'G'\e up what ^' asked Fatbei 
1 >o!i shittply “ l£nw • iin I give up 

I IS thing, whon i don't know what ' 
.« *1 ** 

It iS ’ t 

“ Hutsdv knows,” said the woman 
“ Whoie'uis he f ” 

“ On hpiod and watei in Jihe attic," 
F>aid the Biuall man with a sliiill laugh, 

' he's having his piide brought down' 

" you’d betli&i take caio of Butsey," 
said the woman diyly, “or he'U sell 
sou * 

“ Iict him tty,' snailed the benevo- 
Irnl-looking old gentleman “ Bed 
deity’s his father and will bieak his 
liack 

This much the two eeutlemen heard, 
and il was then that wo Ameiioan ap¬ 
pealed in the iiAirow doorway The 
woman etarted and looted at him 
. He eyed her m turn and saw a Une- 
looking oreaturo with dsvk e>e8, and 
of a* tuU voluptuous beauty hardly 
couoealed by the plain dtrk lobes she 
W(^ Alien glanced over Farkma’s 


could have blopped Misb Loiry' from 
going, but he had no reason to do so, 
and she slipped out wUilo rather Dob 
WAS groping for the lamp, and the 
Othci man struck a maton As the 
blue flan' spiuUd up, the man saw 
the two who had l■‘nlczpd “‘Wliac's 
this ? ’ liu ciud with an oath, which 
it IS nob reicsssiij to set down, “ who 
are -you ^ ’ 

“ We’vecoiiic diout hu-.meM," sold 
TToiaoi', “ don't \ou move tilt tlie old 
uian s got the lamp iili^hc, or you’ll 
gi't hurt" 

“It’s the ’tecs,’ said Fathui Don 
si\a,rely 

J gupsb not We've 10*11^' to do 
Inisiness " 

This leniaik "ttmied to stimulate 
the cunositv o^ the two men, and the> 
iil'dinefl tiinu a siinuc whii h would 
have hi ought in hU tbo iilf leff Vith- 
out Allen rongiatiiiatod himsoU, that 
Parkins had roused this ouiiosity Ho 
had no desiie to hi'hii in a daik coliai 
with hit back bo the wall agiyust a 
score of inihans lu u lew minutos 
the lamp was lighted “Turn it up, 
Foxy," said tVhpi Don, “and nuw,i 
gcnilemon,' be added politely, “ how 
did you get heie^ " 

" A boy called Billy biought us,” 
said Allen stepping foiward “ 1 feaa' 
we’VB frightened the lady away " 

“ Let hor go, the jade,” said Foxy 
shiiUy, “theie would have tieen a 
heap of tiCuble if sfao^d lemoined," 
and ho confliracd this speech wil^ 
seveial oatlis 

Father Don did not sweat Ho 
spoke in a clear, rehned, and educotted 
v^ca, and Bp]Mrantly was a well- 
educoted man who had fallen into 
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tne dcjiUis iliiou(*U some rascAht) 
UeL his fner IooLpcI mobt bsnovolent, 
and no one would have Buspocted bun 
of Iving a ruftan of the wMfit He 
cjnA Allen pioiciaf?lv, and dJ^o hit 
coiupaiiion “ Well, m-ntl^men,*' bo 
aaltcd quiotl}, “and \\liat can I do 
Joi vou 

■ lor loe eat down heavily and pulled 
out lu'» pi\)o “ Wc iiidy as well talk 
noiafoi &biy,’ he s,iid " Sit dow n, 
Flill 

“ILIP ’ s.ud it'ailwi Him with i 
start, while l'’'o\y op ued bis small 
05 ts- “ iiol of Waifimse ^ " 

"The SiWie,' said Mien 1 otlv 
“ £[ovi do ^ol^ know im *'' 

“ I khow ,i {foorl many tilings saul 
Fithei Don ejlnilv 
" Do yon know aho slsit Rtiode ’ ” 
ho y 10 iis thoiL:*h iiiOMii h} b 
e|iimg “ Von itoiith it hj uo\oii ’ 
Slid hoshulli , “then \ouvi mihio lo 
the wiotijj^ hop ’ 

“Oh, i piu'ss not,' Slid Ffniici 
lazily " to tin* iiKht shop You n «*, 
Mistt't," hi* wiiit on 10 the eldii 
riiiluii, “lit w.uilth.ii ytoodi'ii hiiiid 
“Whit wuoili'u hind ’ dsVed 
Riihii Don “Jl you meiin 
" Ye-i, 1 do nil an Ihit, ’ -^ud Mli n 
iiuicklv , "\nn lnoii<'hi it to Mi 
Mask to get till iiioni. \ ' 

“Jhd 1 *' said t'alhoi Don tix^lli, 
and eiemg tbi ’'01111,^ man “well, 
Tiiayhe I did Dnl L didiit \Ai Ji 
fiom ^be di id ^ ’ 

Vilen eolo”n*d “ Mcny look it," 
1 e siiid 

k “ On no, he didn't,' sncried JTosj 
** Mi'iiy got it hum HiitBeN, who dug 
it up aftei It had been pKnti d 
hy. -' 

*' Stop ’ said Alltn, iwmg " Fathei 
Don,” he nddnd, turning to the ohl 
man, “you Boem lo l^e a gortlr* 
man- • ' 

' I W.M once But uhaf’B that got 
t^ do with this ^ " 

“ Stop tills man," ho pointed lo 
Foay, “ from mentioning names ” 

“I'll stop eyerything, if yon'll toll 
us wheio the (Lamondj luo to fie 
found," mild Fathftt Don 


"T don’t know what yon mean," 
eaid Allen 

" Oh yeH» you do. You know every¬ 
thing about this case, and >oa’\ e oomo 
htu to get tho hand Well then, you 
won't Only while 1 hold that hwd 
can I got the diainonda ' 

' Wuore will vou get tbein ’ ” 
"Thaira wliat I want yoH to tel’ 

Dll' " 

“ J gnese llc*d Jeiiv knows,’ said 
If01 uv shaipiy , “ he took th 
d'ani inds fiom the dead hodv of th' 
jinan hi slioL ’ 

“ "Me iiniig Sliioile," b-nd Ko\\, wij 
a ghnrn at h’athu Don 

“ ft.] 13 didn’t shoot him," said than 
1 1 nci ihle Irand 

" 1 sininis he did,’ said Paikuis 
' \ ik him 111 

“ Huw dn \on know nl out Jf ny ^ ’’ 

dskiit l''ilhri linn iiTii b-tiU 

“ r silled itonii o linn, and saved 
Iniii fiiiiti being 'yiii’lifd j a lioisc- 
thii i Ft you won L tall him m Ill 
do ‘, 1 ) invstli 

" lliild yo'Li (ongiie,’ sod I<athui 
Dun, n«<ing and luukitig if ly lieiw vo¬ 
lt nt, ' }nu tike trs> nmeh uiion 
yum ell I in king In l • , nnd if 1 say 

tilt woid mitlvi of VfU will go out 
alive ' 

“Oh J guts '■o,’• lid lloian 
fonllv, ‘ we don t <■ 'iiie uiipiepaied," 
at 1 in \ riK^iiiint he swung out his 
JhiMiigek *' Sit still, Fatbei Chtist- 
mas, * said Daikiii->, Itvilling this, 

" nr ytiu II gi t Iiui t ’’ 

Set mg I’lWbiiis's aclJon, Vllenpro- 
dunsl hiSavvt apon andioveiod Foxy, 
so tl ei( 'nit the kings of tlie Cdi»tlo, 
within hill ot then luljianly oiuw, 
nn ible to call foi assistnnoo 
" And now we’ll call in Jeirv," said 
^ 411on coollv “ Smg out, Paikins ' 

I But hefoic the big Ameiican oouli 
I raibi a shout tlierc was a buddei 
I noise ontaide A shiill voice wa 
■ beaid dying that the police wei 
I coming, ami then ensued a baboi^ 
' Fathf'i Don seized the opportunity 
I when PlirkiiHK ovo Was wavering 10 
knock the Avulvei out of hia hand 
I The ASnencon thereupon mode a 
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t^luteh at fais ihioat. while AUeu 
linpped Fuxy up A sjqaall boy 
into tbe room He Was whito-£aced, 
stuutcd, lud'baiiod, aud had but one 
eye At Onoe he made for Parkma, 
equiahog toi the polini^ When he 
fTot a gnp of Hoiace’a hand ho 
dro|med his voice 
“Kctcfl t’othei cove's hand, and 
iiiiio/' said the lio}, and then with a 
'exLeiuus movement oveitnined the 
dile, -whendiy the lamp went out 
'daii foi the second tiuio P.iikins 
• ]/ti(1 tho Bituariou at onoe, itui while 

,i(jther Don, suddeiilv r<'le.bscd» 

SCI ambled on the flo<'r, and mode use 
I'l the tiLiif ot had languago, ho 
giabhod AJIou's hand aud dia^^prl 
liiin lowiud till doui Hotaco ni'lns 
tiuii was bium; rliawn swiitly aluiiq 
hy ihi smiU bov The oulii i**ilMr 
was lilli'd with a iiuisb o< sue tiiinig, 
squiilhng, hiunauil^ all ou 

the di'U loi [hcadicntoi the police 
The hoy ihrw tho two men thiough 
111 riov fl, whioli did not know wheiicp 
to expect the Jangci floiace hut Its! 
biH way thtongh the mob h) mam 
-ititupth, 'iiid Allen followed m Ins 
ileviibidtini; wake ohoitU, tho\ 
teacKcd tlio tiAp dooi, and i in along 
'he pis'upe Tho liov pulled them 
into tho sid'j room Hut ace had uoti^d 
wlu n CiiiM* to thu den 

*• UteiA the wmdei,' said tlic boy 
bo Paikiqs > 

The 4naei loan did not need lui Ihoi 
instructions, and wiappiiifj; h's coat 
lound his arm be sniiishcd the had 
gla^s Ftom below cam(*confubedly 
tho noiBfl of tbe staitlud tbioves But 
Hoiace htbt, Allen nexk aud tho boy 
List, diopp^ on to the pavement 
Then anothei Iftd Appealed, aad all 
Com darted up the btreet In ten 
uiinutes they lound themselveB blown 
but safe, in the ehief thorougbtaie 
and not tat from a polioerdan, who 
looked uuspocionsly at il am 
“ l^ere,’’ said tho last-joined boy, 
“you re saif Butsey saivud \ 
“Butspy?" said Allen, looking at 
the Btontei^ one-eyed 
**3%at’a me,*' said Sutaey with a 


mn, “ y'were near being aOragged by 
th'ole man Jf y'd oallra fieoJez^t 
he'd ha’ done fax y’ Hiss Lorry tcad 
mo t' get yon oat, aud I’ve done it" 
“But 1 teokon the old hither 
Chnslmas told us yon were looked 
up ’’ 

“Was,' said Butsey laoonioally, 
“in th’ attic—^biead an’ water X 
lun t goin’ to wotk fur Rich a lot aiiy 
moie, so 1 dropped out of th’^rindpr, 
and climbed tho loof—down the spout 
In tbe Btrp( t 1 met Miss Ijorry— die 
fold mo thpTti was hghtin' below, so ’’ 
hu winkod. * 

“ Then thoie was no police? ’ said 
\lIoii, admuing the boy’s (leveiness 
“ Not muob But tlioy'rd allays 
oxpooring of tti’ poelpia,’’ said Butsey 
loolly, “ twasn t diflicult to get 'em 
n^zod with flight But y uu loi^ heio, 
Misti'rq, you eltar out no'v, or they'll 
be niter you ” 

*Yoa oomo also, Butsey ” 

“ Not me I’m agom to doss along 
o' BiUy hore I’ll come an’ bee yon 
at Waigiovu and bnng tho woodon 
hand with mo " 

“ What,” said Allen, “ do you 
knovv - " 

*' r knows a lot, an' I'm goiu' to 
split, ’ stud Butsey “ Hivo us a bob," 
anil when Allen tossed him oue, ho 
epat on it for Luck “ Sue y' m’ own 
time," hiid Butsey “I’m gofu' to 
turn resprotable an’ split Th’ ole 
mao am t poin’ to shut mu .up tut 
iiiv 'Ni^ht,' and eatelung hig 
oompamou’b atm, both boys lan off 
into the darkness 


OHAPTEIl XIX • 

MBS MERBV’S VIBITOBb , 

Thm Visit to the den was certainly 
A haaoo. Those who had ventumd 
lAto those depths, had, (m the haa of 
it, gamed notnuig. Wbpt would have 
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h.i'i not Hutspy raiaod tbc 
iP fklanu it \s impo*Miihle to wvy 
Ac'rui(liiit{ lo tAii JpTiy would 

Imvp tuincd ilisagiotalilo, and ]>io* 
Itably tbci*' Ua^e bpni a trr» 

* As V \'^ab, Vlt*n and Tloiaor 
(vn^ Imk \iiitJioiit hxMU(; ooliio^rd 
iHiii olijpci TUlV \iuu as fai us 
(>vpi fioiii tin* disij\Li> ol lJi< truth 
‘ r don’t kiiijvv, bsid Allen 

linpi Cnllv, “sunuVio^ I fiil mcliiii-il 
tn ti list I [{p's (rot bOllIU 

srh( ijie in lu~ In ad " 

“tluli slid Hoi ICO hi.i'vih, “v’ 
r ml (ilia a linv like thii H('> ^nt 
Ills I^llllk(‘^ np l'(i till old lUiiM 
Uiiip])( (/ (111 him, bub btp a-* I'l hi' II 
• liiinui. his turn md f''i liai k . ttlioi 
lion 'uli niaki' things -.riii'in He 
iii'it iillri'd to lo p ,1 |.iioriisin;' NOUri^ 
imp liki Hi I ii V ' 

** 1 liphrve till l>n\ Will i^oiiK In 
\\.ii^,iot( as In Mill I’lsistisi Mil II 
" ill Ihitm (' I piiiss \\L‘d IjL'ttu 
pu dotMj too \^oul(l vcu iiiiinl pul 
tii'^’ ini' |ip foi a fi V dijs ' ' 

"[H hij pi ui, iind I lion t Ihinl 
iii'\ lather will (ihiKi U is lusi ,is 
well Oil should *-(11 l.ijij ' 

• ’I hat swhy 1 w mt to (hit'i down 
siiiM'inkuis cl teifnlK \ sfs*, Hill, 
the liUaiiT 1 ha 1 to ho woilid out 
s(iiiiidiiiw 1 think ) nu 1 itJici s (mI 
(ii(ta,/\ tit aud thill' iiii’t ou^lhiiip 
Iie'h i>ii( to lie filin' ol lliil In 
shi\ii]iiy dimit some one, iiid wlio 
fli.it souit' oni IS Vp,! iiuiii Icaiii 
Hr tur wo'hunid iiH Lhe in.ifTti oiu 
selves than let iht piiliPL liaiidlp it ' 
l/Ion tuiiiLii p,iip " (if d loihid,' 
s -al he, “ 1 wiiiit the authoiities ktpt 

<ina> 

So Mil'll wiote u leilti CO Ills ialh'u, 
ftsViiiginii'could hijjijr (pjwi, Patkina 
foi Hi £ov dai-i T'lt^ nph, btianpe 
to-Ui^, (.atou Itom Mrs Hill, Aud the 
roiidtu‘{*of it .illoidul Alien boino 
tlioivhf 

TiiLH' JB 1 u u( od to usk yUQl 
fiiiiit'i diiiylhing,” she wiote, "ho hoa 
gnon evojvthiTig into mv liamU,eveTi 
to the niotiet Whai. the iiii*ou is j 
eon t sly, ait^ i-efu-es to speak J{e 
seuTiip ''Ory mmih nbaid, tud Temalns 


I m Ins own looms—the ilapancsi' 
apaitntouts Mr Mask bIm refubtid , 
to speak, sayitiK my huahand would 
ti 11 iQO hmibclf if ho felt iTiolmod, hut 
I can leatn uothing I am glad you 
aio com'nt^'haik, Alhn, as I am 
! s< riously tinvinu-« Of com be you cun 
hung l&ljr l\ikiiib ThOfhoube is 
j 'aige iriid he will not need to gi. nuai 
jom hitho, though, it may he, ttn 
I sight ol .1 new fact would do youi 
I laihcL good At all ovenfs come 
I down and let us talk ovei things " 
i» Ho Alhn and ITorato went to 
\Vfstli.i\ni and dri>\o o\ii h> kVa 
gt(i\e Oil Ibc wav Allen stop}Mil 
th( hioiigh.nii, wlnifh tvat dliscn In 
lldiiy J\cohs, ntivl took linage to 

ill Hed Del pstn .cc thewiici* 

I thr iii'udti had Iksui comimUi d 
I \Mii n till t >,ot l..ul Ui the luv \\.i, 

I act -then h'Ails w ii> (OMicd s\ilh 
! the lid inui] of The plan* Tiuohs 
I si\\ this,and hmgrdtn '■peak to Mkii 
I Ik 111 !" he gnt in 

I ‘1m\ Ml All'll,' le iLil, 

! s ithat Htukiii', (uiw 111 till hr muh on 
thouhl not J'cai ‘ do jnu iciei'rilMi 
wluM 1 dii’M voii lu Miioit nastk' 1 
1 -.ml 1 1 ) tfJl viu siinii'tliing *' 

" "WJi it It n * 

^\| II, >oa kiKiw 1 cli an the bout , 
il' * Will, ii’jsltl's* luxilb wrre 
I lOiiud with flint ji.d iniidj op the 
d|\ - 

I 11 iiiiw' all ahont that,” iiAi rruptod 
\1I( n, lisdi'ie hih hlood run cold as 
ill thought wImI tionlih might conic 
I thiiiuj,hti*i \} 0 \ b cLibtti i, ' ms failu'i 
' c\jil I ini'd ‘ Yon need not luc nbou it 
' "Iso, ill, sud Jacobs obedioull} 

I enough Uo w is devott d to Allt n, 
j toi aipieei lea-oin that Allen had owe 
till ashed him fui being imperbnent: 
Thcie was no danger fliat be ‘Would 
I ‘•as any thing, but on the wuv t( 

I irgiosa Lhe giuom wondeied it his 
f masts 1 had an} thing to do with the 
j cincmissioii of the crime Only in 
the duectiiUi of the Jted Deeps oould 
such mud he found, and Jocolrb had 
lui doubt hut that Mr Hill tianiot hod 
lieeti to tlie pldcc 

When they tiinyed at “ $be Arahiaix 
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Nighta" Mr Hill at fiist lofnsod^to 
Heo AUeu, but consented to do 'bo 
latei When the >onng mnn ontered < 
the Japanese tooma, ho wee alarmed 
to now dl his Uthei lookcMl Tlic , 
uiaii was wasting to and buiio, ' 
Ins face was as white a-i doatfi, and i 
lie bltui 4 d neiAously at (\bLy noise i 
“You mti''t bee Lh Giaci," said I 
Mien 1 

*' No,'* said Hill, “ I won't— 1 ^ Han't ' 
— r can t iJ<>w can you asi\ me i 
to SCO anv one whru I’m in such 
dauber * * ' i 

“You’ll in iko daiiF'ei Jioii\ ’ SiViil 
his boii buoLliiot'lv 

So yoiu uioLIk'I sa\s, and I (.an | 
hei fi'^t me ki‘c]j to mv own i 
looms. Mien and li isl nu nio/u ” | 

“ ^!ou don't iiimd I’likins hiitir’ it. I 
the house ’' I 

should I ’ —till* hunsf 
nothin" to do with nu I li [Utcti 
(\i<tythin}:; ovii toyoui UiollicrsraK 
Mask has diiwn up my will -it is 
Mi^iied and bcalisl, .ind In has iL 
Km 1 jlhn*:; h ic hissi k ft to torn 
motlnn 1 1« ft iioiliing to \ou,' ho 
added malicioLisU 

“ 1 don t ward aiijllJii;!, ho loiiL, a- 
ni\ inuthci is sale » 

"She sale, s,iul lii>. tiUm 
ji^loomily, “ but am I * Tin j ll tiod 

Ml'* out Hiiil kill me-" 

“Wlio vmU ask»’d MIlh sb -iply 
“ Jloh’l sixak Jikt LJial* yoiu \ou.o 
.^ovi Ihxongli m\ bead Go awa\ .md 
duiuse youi fin nd Yoiu mucbei is 
njisUess Leie-I am noLbing, 1 onh 
want m’v bite and sup—hate int 
aloiio-^ob, how wtaiy I -iin*" 

So Llu> uiiseiiiblc man inauadeivd 
on lib had quite lost liis attectatiuiis^ 
and looked worn out He mostly lay 
on the Hofa all day, and foi thoiest of 
thu tiuii, be pared the loorn neasL- 
lesnly Seeing him. iii iliib state 
kllun sought hiH niother 
“ Something must he done,'* he said 
“ "What man ho do» ’ ” said Mis 
HdJ, wIlo looked fiiinei than cvci 
“ lh skxins to be af>a)d ot something 
'What it is 1 don’t know—die illoess 
IS mental, aod you oan't munstex to a 


mind diseased Pei haps you'oan tell 
me what this all moanb, Allen ” * 

“ I'll tell you whnt I know," said , 
Allen weaxily, for the auuety was 
wearing out fns nerves, and he tbore- 
uiion lelaiud all that had token plaoe 
siryu. he left Wargiove Miif Hill 
libumi'd m siloure 
“Of rout be, uulcsB your fattier 
bpcal s wo can do nothing,"asho said 
all Uhl, “ do vou think ht IH in his 
light mind, Allui ^ 

“ hiu He h,is always lieen ccoon- 
tiic " bciid tb( son, *' and now, (js he is 
glowing old he IS becoming inospona 
ibl(' 1 mi glad be lifCs given ovoiy- 
iibijig o\ci to you inothi‘i,<aud has 
inadc his will ' 

“Ml M.vbk 1 ) diiced bun to do tbat," 
s.iif1 Mis 111]L thiiikfiilly “ifhohad 
lemained obbtiiiatily fl\cd aliout tbo 
inoriiy J don't know what I should 
hi%e done Put now thate\utything 
IS m niy hands I i..aii manage him 
iMtilri IxL him stay ii, his rooms 
atul arnusc bimsi'h, Allen If it ts 
iii’ccssaiy Lbal be should boe tbo 
djctui J sbill iivisl on his doing so 
Ihit at jiicsLid I tbmk it is best to 
kdio linn dour 

■'Wkll, luotiitT, porbcips you aie 
light Ami 111 Jii> east Parkins ,i,ud 
1 will not lioublp him oi you much 
111 lutiodiicu him to AIio Paluici, 
i<id •'he'll t»k(. him oil oui bands” 

‘Oi (ouise iIh will," s.ud Mib 
IliM, irklliLi stoiniully ,* “ tho 
worn Ill’s a liotu tbrt So you don’t 
kuoi\ yet who Killed Eva’s iathci, 
Vllon ■ ’ 

“ Nk>, sold he, shaking his head 
I must sub E\a and tell her of my 
lud Loituut ' 

No runie was bnid at tbo timo, and 
life went on faiily woll m tho bouse 
I'ndci Min Hill'll him sway the 
miinagonient ot dumostic ellauB was 
much unproved, and the seivunts 
wcie satistied, which thi^y had utwet 
been when Lawience TliP was ^ole 
niostei Pm bus was much liked by 
,MiB Hill, and easily uiideibtood mat 
Mr HiU, bciijg an invalid, codld not 
pee bno. She put it ^la way to save 
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l»t!i hi»ibiu(l'« cTpdit f*hp wa’sfllnojs 
itlf ndiuff to luDi, dii<l bf ciujig to hen 
litio fb tiigbteni'd child to its mothet 
* !I^oro WM no doubt ibat iho Uigbt 
ovci the ihUOid b-ul ivejLrnul a mmd 
jievorifbij btioiig 

A lion cHid I*.i.Ians ^'iilked, lodc, 
gulfiHl on tlic hbtiutoii Links, and 
pdifl [Ksjiioiit vi'^tri to Mis J’»ilrrui’s 
place ^llen tiiok tliQ Vitii'iican Ihrio 
witb'i* a ooupk ol Ja^s ol 1 i-« m tuiii, 
and tbe wrlnw IfTthviitli .ulmiucl 
Parkiii') ‘ \ tliaiinitip^ianl,' shedp- 
senbed hiiu nt'd Iloi'ici nv ipioifitrii 
" L fikp bci no trd. In ■ oiibilid to 
Allen, '*«-}>{ <Mi ), (lippci Just the 
wife loi nit ’ 

l£ii«lii(I when Mil'll ti lui 
this, (Uirl n iiiaikod Lhit ii tliuiu wt j> 1 
on iR till \ VI111‘doiiin till'll w Is i voi \ 
cliaiiPO that Mis I ilnifi \vo"*fl los 
hi t hi'ail 

'Bull Ibat 1 Tidiculuii', lu.i ' sinL 
'Mil Ti " tin \ ill ki]o\iii I i( h otln i 

only b\o d 'Mi 

vi fill III Ii)\< m fni 
niiQUbs' Slid 111 ,I Tnniiii!!, wliicli 
piovoiiitm ii'uiiikUd iii.iTi (• lii'itvi’ 
of k'S*H'S 

Till' twciwi II rinti 1 in tilt til i\ mg 
iiHini ol till mII< Tilt \ 1 ) tJ I ii]rA( (I 
b\oi^ good ilinitr I md bid iit>\i ipbli 
]iiloi.uuple‘ Mltii Hill J'lvaii m um J 

111 tli(, diii^Miig loom iiiiU lljt till', 
while 1 'i.ukiiis drill Ml s l',Llmi.i plaMit 
hdluids It via* I (hill iiii'v (\i umg, 
but IbeAQoni Uiuked luipbl iinil cbi 11- 
ful The linti' vi'it \t'i ^ bi'pp\ 

bfii'g togttljii 'gkin iLiiil ispi'f idl'y 
* Vt hdMiig an lioin to I In in ilvi- 
?Tx« P.ilijit'i M.is i.illici PStictitig, iiiid 
lately lot Mill, onr ol In r siglit 

But fc.be Is mall) kuiil, sml hi,’, 
turning hei I ilni I in to Mien ‘'no 
OHO coidtl Ijc KiniJi r ' 

" Lxuipt me, 1 liopy," s,iiil AIIpti, 
ciobsiii!]' 4 bo I'fudi tug iiijJ Slating 
lunteeh by In i side “ 1 \\ ml- to 
sp^rik seiioush l^Uii ’ 

“ Oh diMU, fahe slid m tlisiii,i» , “13 
it about uai ii><uiiii^ii 
* Vn 1 h.fcVP lUFiin ;i>iJ tlicuiouev 
hgniULsit wiiii Hotau I'ailJns, and it" 
rt TiPcus^ai'v ^ should go lo Bouth 


I jVmerica a 9 sooit as possible If J 
[ ddu't, the nunc may te sold to soiuo 
one tdHe ’* 

‘ But c'ln't Ml MivHe Parkiue buy 
It**" 

' Well, he &ould, but Horace wnnts 
to go out, so as to be on the spot, aud 
L must gc4 with bun IVs ^ny one 
chant o of*inaliing a lortupb, ior the 
mint IS sntc to tiuji out a great suo- 
ci ss I w tut to inaii> joii, Uva, 

! 1 inusl in like inontv TliPie & no 
I tliapir, 'tu fiT as J c,fcP soe, of loiir 
^ tli'ig Hue lolly bliousand pounds 
! [jOiil halt u 1 s|M>kr ol ’ 
j “Then you icallythink, Allen,Hiat 

llli'll lb TlOlK > “ 

I “ 1 am (Pit I'll of it—^lu the foim of 
! iliimoiid, Bull vvoll talk ol thsii 
laU I Mcaiitunu 1 want to luy tbal, 

' Ls >1)11 \Msh it wo'llpatoll oui miu 
I iiiigi loi a >( 11 You uui bliiiy hero 
' 't'lb Mis Bilmei, *i.iid I'll g(i next 
uifjiiih to Boiith N'i'f iiCii, with JToi lof* 

I'.ll’ Ills 

‘‘Blit nil it abouti im faihoi» 
dritli * ‘ 

' L bi'})i ihiitnull Ip.imi iVii tinib 
Mitliiii the ui’t, Miiiu Milks, said 
\lli*n " ljvt'''\llniig lui'is oil this 
bo, Biilsei iJi kij »v' tbe truth ' 
* “ Bill \,ill 111 l< II it 
j “1 tliml'lit ’\j 1 I Tliclad ih c Icvcx 
b'lt ii tionious Th< wa\ iii nkich he 
bits ln'cn riiabd by his luibi'i and 
Bon lias nside him hittii sogaanst 
them Also, af It I Ihe false alai in he 
•/■.ivi the otlipi night to got Paikin 4 
ipd ini- nutui Iht mess,In' uint veiy 
well go b u to that place The old 
111H11 would inuidn hun , and F don't 
faiiGi t 1 i(> pool litlle wietcli nould 
reopivu nijch svinpathy from hu 
fai Ik 1 ' 

“ Wiiat do you tliink of liim, 
AlW' 

' Mv deal I don’t know enough 
about hmi to speak freely From 
what the phitauthiopist 10 While 
chapel nayb J think tho boy is veiy 
cloier, and th,tt his lalents migbi faie 
made use of He ib abominably 
beauid by«tho niutes he litel: with— 
why, hie eye w as put out by his father 
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Bat the lias txinuHl on tlie gaag 
He hiant lus boaAe when ho 
that alarm, and I am q^nite euToinhia 
o^n-itime, ho will c(»ue down heie 
and turn King's evidence " > 

"About wlut?" ^ 

" About the mmder Thn boj 
knows truth Tts my npmion 
that Ked Jeny killed \om inUiei, 
Eva ’* 

"Dow do you make tb.it out?*’ 
bhr askod aaxToa'd> 

"Well, Ked Teny knew of joui 
fathei III Afiiui and knew that ht wai 
bti\ mg diamomlb Allen ■suppiOb^icd 
Hie Tiict of Stindo'H licirig an [ D K 
"HefollowedbiiLt home id tlie Dumhw 
(, and ihtn went to tell Fo \ rind 
l‘'atJKi Don at Wliiloobipol J''he> 
laiue down to WeQLbavpii.iiid tuieked 
\oai lathuj' to the Ked Di^ps, ind 
*lipie '>boi him J (un't uiidti^Uud 
why tliu\ dill not t.ike the wooden ' 
h mil then, tbougli'' 

** Who did the lianrl '* asked 
11 va 

"M> lathei Yes,” said Allen 
s.vlly, “ you rn.iy look astoiii he<l and ! 
lioriihodl Bvu,butitwa-. ij.y uiiliappy ' 
tatlur FJeisnotin liis miiid, ' 
Mau for that Is the oiiU way u> .ic-^i 
loui.t foi ins stiaijge Lehaviuur,' 
and then AiIlii lapidlv lold Fi>a | 
iletitils 

“ Oh/ said tJio gul when ho finisli* < 
ed, “ he nust be mnd, All^n L don't | 
see why hi sbonlil act in way if 

he was not Youi fathrt has alwas^ I 
lieuu .III iMCilahJc, eccentnc man, anil ' 
this tronhle of my latltci’i! deiith hai j 
been too much foi Iniu I quite be- j 
Jjeve he intended to kill ruy fathei, ^ 
ind thank God ho did not -that would I 
have parted us iui ivei Bat the [ 
exoitoment has diiveu \our father | 
mad, so he is not so much to blame I 
as you think/' I 

"I am glad to hear you sa^ so, | 
diuling," said the pooi young fellow, 

“ fin it's lioBii like a ni 'htmarc, to { 
think that my father should huhavoin | 
sucharoatmer £ dreaded telling you, 
but [ thou^t it wan best to^lo so ” | 

" T am very glad yoa did,” she I 


replied. puUhig Iiur arms annaid him, 

" dh, don’t worry, Allen Leave ^ny 
fathei's miuder alone Go oat to » 
Bolivia, buy dun mine, and when yob 
have made your fortune flome muifc 
for me I'll no waitmg for you hero, 
faithtnl and true " » 

" Hut you want to Jinow who killed 
Mr Stiofli* ^' , 

" I've olMUgod my nnndi" 
aiiswjeicd (quickly, "the aflah seems 
to be so mistPiinus thst 1 thmkit wdl 
ue\pr bu sohed btill 1 fancy you 
oic light Hid Jerry killed iny'^auier 
lui tlic s iko oi the diamomlb 

" lie did not gut thrtu if he did,” 
s.iiil Mien, " else he and Fathei Don 
would not h i\e gune to see Mask and 
tliU'i hail* iiskod aiiest No, my dear 
1j\i, till) whole qecreL is known to 
Butso\ Flc 1.111 tell the iiuth if 
lie k(r>p, hi>. poiiiisi ami eomcf*hdre 
we ->li.itJ tnow .ill if hi does not, 
wc. 11 let the niaifei alone I'll go to 
Jlidivu dlioiit tins hj-aness, and lutuia 
tuJiiiiry jun 

"Amt then we’ll huty the bad old 
pisl,’ Srud Mva, "and bt^gui a now 
life, dai hug But, AlUn, do you think 
Mi'i's Loiiy knows arivtlung ’ 

"kVh.il, that iiioK- woman''' I 
t .111 i MV It n.is < eitiijtiJy quein she 
slioultl tieen in thiii don What 
a unniaTi i<ii youi lousin to many” 

" I don't know if ho will manv aftor 
.ill,’ biid Li.i "I behe-vu old Eiady 
l]!^ 11 will stax> the Diuinage ' 

"How do you I'now 
‘^Bec.L'isf' she wiote to siy she wns 
eoDiing III ve ine She bavs she will 
ioine utiexTHefctlly, as slie lias sume- 
tliiiu' to Ml iJiP ’’ 

Alien ciiloiued He hopeil to avoid 
old tiui) Ijison dS ho did noli foigct 
tlitft she liail Accused lus mothet of 
steiilmg the Delhiun heiikioin How- 
uvet, he meiely nodded and '^va went 
on " Of oouise I am willing to bo 
ci>il to her and shall sec hci But 
sho’b a hoind old woiuan, Allen, and 
has lieliaved vety biully to I am 
her gtanddaughtet;, and elic Bbonti 
have looked ettei me f won't lethm 
do so now Well, Alleji, that's ono 
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‘Jffh IVOODnN /MAY? 

jju’f oEjil 1 }ia[1 ii> ti 11 >ou The ' rif* i:> <*wmo ftf somothing qwor .ibnut 

atxt u. alioui Mi ii\ ’ j Inia I’loin the wndinRof th,itpaiccl, 

Wlut ibuut Jiiui ■' '1 btho^e (Jile^ la mived up with 

'• I mt i\t*d i lak'i (loni Sb.iiiu*Ti i tatlv-i Dan's lot, and, by Jove, IWo, I 
vitiltou bj Miss ijniiy Ttuit was j l.hii»li Atisi Jjoiij must have bonie- 
«htn jou wpiit Rfiv sent ic > tluiiR to ilo them also' Wc’vc 

over by ' j <?ot to tin with .i mre lot, I mu&t B>iy 

"Wliaf Was tlial bo> lu*io 1 Viul .J1 iiltn the diamonils 

" Yis Wht II \oiJ itt He ' I lioultlnfwnmli i if Kiitni'V lia 1 them, 
dellvcieil it at Mit'doni mil amoI 1 I afhi all ITos|usitlit kind of younR 

only kii^’V It Will liiitsi \ fLiiin the | st imp who \iuii 1 lI "it tin* iKittoi of 

dostLiplion, anti liv that liim * 111 * Ki> tho t.lilei tutli.iiii I’erhip-i In has 

was Rune Hail 1 sii'IlIijih L sIio'iM tin t1nmon<is fKifely liulrltm ual is 

lu\o ,1 ski'd Wisp III I et'p lilip Ikii‘ li avnif* Uh'Rvir, soa-ito liiiiii k spei,t 
U1 yi^i ciuio liii K lAili ITi Slid ho wiutul l<> rat hi^ 

" 1 iiiidi'i'-tipil, saiil Vll'ri lili.i'ighi- ijil lili* '\ci’ \lli’ii slnppul his 

lnll> “ Misi liom si lit lui Hutfo kiin ‘Hit 1 heliinoUubSiy liAStho 
He \v tt> toll! ti) It tuMi to I’ui i\ "it ili,i.rtini'(b lil i ktiovr he may 

Whifot hiipi I, i^itkjin t (iiliin jIIh* Iiivi shot \ inn IlIIiim 

aliil tllil not Kor th*t, r.iLlin Uon (.ili \Ui'ii, * n llh i, tia'ini,f jule, 
shut limi iiji in the' •Hir nnl ltd Inin “iluLlail 

nnrliientl Hi'' a ih t Tlje in i*ini’iit “\ Im tin kill ii'in a pistol i-, 
niaili Bnlsc \ iihelliuas Ih t wliil an l> i<il lii> vii'i i nun ai<d llnl'-i y 
h itl iMiss InniV 10 s,i> ' ' I’ll Ilo moiH '•c III jilt , iTowiiei, 

“Mil wtiili* tint il (nil M(ii\ I AM il ,1 lit till m loniis •.ml tin n 

wrnrtcd mi 1 wa'- tn li I in i 1 mm tml | '< iin wliil we ■ m Ohm I Rc L hold 

she'd stop Iiiui iloiiiR '' ' III linn he sh in'r mt a lay niikl 1 

Allen lookitl istuni Ill'll Wh ' I know piej'Lliii'i* lo Sl'iu d 

should (jiIls woiiv ^oii * ho 'skid i * •> ion>. s, y>u n I ini know uid I’ll 
inili^inalitly | huiik hit c mloiii'di d mil ’ 

“ I mil t sii\ III h iti t I loni !■> I “ 1 hi Iti vi N u ny Would ihii k you 

see TiU' yi t, and if ho diu'h, ol I iiiiisr I jM xon clul, soii |^J^ , “the pnoi 

would 1 atht 1 ^oll (bitU wilii liiniUlali | woiii.in u m i ti iihlrt tii{,lil Ifi 
Miss Ijoiry r Wiiiil to iiiivi miti|in^ i vidS sdiiio lie v\ is cunuu^ lo soi* 
to do with hoi ’ I I I'l ’ / 

“ HtilJ, hue’s not i linl toil,’ s,iiil [ ' tllit m t i.ivi iiiylht^iR to do 

Allen iJtei i pmsi. “she suid oin , wiui hiei ’ 

lives on that h\ si iidia" IJidsi y ( “I told ' 11 so Ihit siio looks on 
to tset us Old id thi dm IfiLiipiii < dii mitii as Ini hii'.liamh h^iil is he 
Jf sht til t Bu* a \ on that riuflit 1 I i», tridh is ok 1 It'-lnoiie d nnt'emsr'liotit 
WOiidtr if hho askeil liiiii tij icLuin nfeym" liitn If he Wii'int h^i hits 

what he d stcli n * IjIthI sin* woutdii I ui'in], hut is it 

“ What w IS that ’' i*ki d Ij\a is- — I’l i sin iij'ri d iiei shoulsliis 

'* f don t know llotaie I’aikins Thin hi ml ih* sound ot footsteps 
and 1 on )h''aiil hu coin|itannnt> that .'pjiioiohiiii! th, dooi Shottly the 
Uutsey when down ^reiii" hei, had tuoirn m enu it d “Theie’s a woman 

htolen simw ItniiR Miejifescdtoftay to ste yi>u, nuss/ h#. naul lo Jlva, 

what it Wds and tliLii h'licd when she hnldin" uhuUooi Open *' Mis Mcuy, 
taw nic But wh it ha® (Ides Mciiy luiss ' 

“Whati’ ciiiid Lta. "show lior 

* Cam told tno That O^les was thu in ' 

‘strouq niftii of HtjR Onvu*, *• Mie won t coim*, miss Rhe's lu 

“Oh, and Mws Tjoiiy knows him on the hall ' ® 

aI bIIow arti-ntp llinaph' fdaii «*iiy “Oomfl, Allen," said the girl, aiirl 



M\rj!fissjok 



tho} went out into tlie h^U Whno 
Mib Meny with a BCturod faoe wd.s 
' vsittrag She roao and came forwaid 
I m team, and with sopping olothee, 
owing to hei walk thiough the heavy 

Triin 

" I lan all the way, Mi^s E\.i I'm 
m such sorrow Giles has come " 

“ What^onr husband? " aud Alien 
" Yes, andwuiso I ^uzdllhis on 
the dooistep ’* 

Shu diow from nndii hei shawl 
tlio wooden hand' 


CJHAl’TJiK XX 

AV AMV/n-r fOMl'shTON 

Mu \Mi Mils 'Mitsui wolu M'lili il 
tin iK'vi, day in the k.itelii‘11 having 
ii long chsit It was not a pliMsrinb 
one, toi Mis Aleny was wii^puig as 
usual, and irpiciaching hei hushand 
(ijlts hatl tiiHii out to sie his old 
clonus lit Ihu ullage, and couBc- 
rpicnlly liail iiidubed siillicteiit ligiiui 
tc^ m'Jto bull c[iuii( Isome Tbo iiisl 
thing K‘ iIkI^wIku In JIutig hiiJisuli 
into a oliau, was to giumhit ,\i tin 
kitchen 

“Why sluiuldwosit liLio, SuliiiL ' 

. lu nskod*,' it'h a blamed duH hole, ind 
I'm OQuustonicd to drawing-timni-^ ' 

" ‘You cant go into the diuwing- 
lotiin,” sud Mrs Moiry, locking and 
dahhing hei led eyes wiUitlip cm 1101 
ot her apron “ Mi&s h!>a ii m theie 
with a lady Tliey don't want to bt 
disturbed ” 

“ Wlio IS the lady 1’ " demanded 
Signor Antonio, alias Mr Morry 

“ Lady Tpseu She’s Miss Eva's 
giaudmothcr and have uullcd to sue 
h“i Whit abont, I’m emc T don't 
L know, unlcAb it'fa to auasy hci to 
wLoid SaJtaib, not that 1 ink iiiucb 
of him " 

“ Lady Ipaen—old liody Ipben f " 
said Giles slowly, and baeyesbiight- 


I enod , “ sho’s an old devil T know 
I hoi m the days wbon ( and Hdl and 
I Strode enjoys ouiselves.” . 

I “And bod old days they were," 
moaned Mrs Merry, “you’d have 
been v bettor man, Giles, if it hadn't 
been for that Sliode As fdi the 
]elly fish, he was just a shade wnaker 
than you Both of vou were iindei 
Uic thumb ot Btiode, wicked man that 
he was, and ho cruel to his v^fe, judi 
as you aie, Giles, though you mayn't 

think ho liut if r die-" 

“ Yon will, if you go oij^^lilu this,” 
sold Merty, prodnoing his pipe , this 
IS a nice welcome Old li^y Ipbeu," 
111' went on, and laughed iii so iiu- 
pk isant a mauuer, tliathis witp looked 
up ippiolion'*ivelv 

“ \Vhat wickednuis arc yuiiplnttilig 
J 110a ^ "she asked tiraulK 
I “ Nrvti you mind 5 'he iuruiAau 
, ol Loiil Saltiis,' lit» went on wiln a 
ihiukit " IIo‘ hu's going to many 
Ml'-'. Loll V ’ 

, “ So they say Hut 1 believe Loiiy 

' Fpsen wants to stop that maniago, 

' and small blame to hi r, seeing \/hat 
I (I man hi*-" 

' “ ffolil voui |iw, Beliua L can’t 

lieai you t liking all day You gnt 
l^inn 11/ and you 11 haie a Iiad titim, 

I old gill Bo go on 101 king and mtmg 
, mid bol 1 that lull rag of yonis L'ye 
hiai*”’ 

I “\»3,(Jilis but Lo'fiBallirs- ’ 

I “ lie’s going to in airy Mi**s Ijoiry, 

' it 1 let him ’ 1 

* Mis ^Miy >illoyii‘d the aiiioii to 
' fall Irom hf r tvi s lu shi'pr inn/o- 
incut “ If you let I'liii ’ ” she ii« 
pealed “ lor, Giles, you can’t atop 

Ills loidship Jioin-’ 

“ I C.111 slop fipr,* said Meiiy, who 
I bitM.‘mtjd dcteimilled never to let hie 
I wile hnibh a sentence, “and I’ve a 
I iinnd to, seemg how nasty site's tiymg 
I to make hurselt ” Ho lose ** i 11 sec 
, Miss Eva and make trouble 

“If you do, Mr \llen will inter¬ 
fere, ’ bald Mis Meiiy vigoiously 
I “I knew you’d make tiouhlc It’s 
‘ m yom nature But Miss Loiry 
I vvrote to Miba Eva and said she’d 
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if yoa juoddled mth ivfaal 
iin t JoTJ) bugiiiapB ” 

• lilies shook oil thf hand bis 'wife 
liaU Uid on bis aim and diov^d in¬ 
to a ch.ur IIi-> seunpil (lumfoiindorl 
by th(j jtjfoi uialion " Hue'll inUuleir, 
will she? baid he, snailing, and with 
^ittonnf; ovew " Like hor irnjiudence 
Rho oau’li huit ire m d.rt> way- - - ’ 
She mat s.iiy yon kiUrd Sliode," 
said Mn, Meiii 

(tiIob laiEiod a -hac 'with so 

r>il a litc(‘, that the won 1411 oowoied 
in hoi than Ciitos snulrd I'tiuil^ 
diopfod his ,11111 

oil s.iid hifi'Tu, .1^ Id hiliid 
htiwle VVelf tlipn, 1 du’ii't’ 

" flow do I know th it i ' <.iUmI < 
wife spiiitoil'j , “>ou (an stiikf r I** 
hut sptak the tnub 1 will H ul i<- 
you aif, I don't wan* to sie ;ou 
ii4|iif4(>d, iiiid h p^ed vr u will ht, 
whatmti >ouiiiays,iy I bruid liom 
Oriin that you talKed to Rtiodi on thi, 
Wednesday iiipht lu was kiilul \iiu 
mot him ,it th( st'^itioii, win u ho at- 
iivod hy ilu snw-ilmry, Lr,.t ' 

“ Whotb that (rot III d'l will' iht 
luimloi oiiappi.d Gilis srt,i/ilv 
' 1 t.ilki'd to biiii oul> i .1 pal ' 

“ Yoni iviLked Ijoud m iruTiils\\Li.c 
lliute too naid 'Mis Meii\ “oh, 
(Jam told mo ol theloLyoLiii in 
Jb'ather I)ou, and Utd lrii\ 

they v'eii all down at \V(-,lh.i\(.n .iiid 
that boy Hutst V too, ii lu>i| to me 
You sent him hoi• to Ik Cam i<id 

so" « 

"I'll hiaik Cams he id il hi 
chattels WbaL if my p ils woii it 
vVeaDinri riwlt,«t if 1 ilid -tyieak to 
HtiucU.- ■' 

“I'uu WAS ai 1 aiis^njti to have him 
shot,' fiaid jllib Meijy, “and ciLut 
bini yotii'si If luT all 1 know ' 

Sigiioi Anumo leaped and taknie 
his nrifij by tin hhonldi. 1 y, biiuok hei 
till lier hi'twl w mf{)fd "Thtro," ho 
stild^ whileshu fjasjicd, “ you savQiuoh 
niAie uiid 1*11 kniak yo'i on the head 
with a poker, you poll piiiut I was 
doiiw my torn at the 1 ticus it the tiruo 
Stioue was shut, it bo was hut at nine 
un Wednesday as tho doetDr suid T 


saw the evidence m the paper Ton 
Qan*t put the crune on me " 

" Then your pals did it" 

" NO| they didn’t They wanted tho 
d'imoiids, it’s tiue 

“ They st^ok him down and lobbed 

'* Yon s.iid they shot him just no'w,” 
oQOoitd ,|Ui]c3 with an evil faco, 
“don’t know youi own Hilly mind, it 
st'i'ins (ru'n, you foul, thuif wee 
nothing; on bin' to 10 b If lov pile 
had shot him litiy d h.ive collared 
the wooden hand That was the 
loten to i^ct till' di.inionils as lb'll 
1(11, Slid But M isk basnt got 
iiid though Cilhtj Don did 
(ipi 11 th»' hand ho (omul nollnng ’’ 

*' Oppn lliL li ind ’ (jilLstioiK d Mis 
Me III cunousliT 

■r 

“ Yt-H \\i ioiind out 1 found out, 

, ind 111 I wii wInch am < i>oi iinihijig to 
, do with Kill, tint till' hand could )u 
I oppnf'il It w IS (jMjIi' ('itipl\ Thrn 
I h itliLi Don put il ,i-,id( and thii biat 
Ihiiscy priggi-d it Much tioudiniy 
\ it do liiin ’ 

“'1 he wiHjili'n hind w i-. 11111 on thi 
■l(iii->Up IL t night -i.'id Mrs Abtiv, 

1 nil' f m%p il to Miss Ih., 

, TIu mails fi((' gM w bliitk 'Oil 
\ m lint did \tni, lw> said, ‘ iii'.tr ',1 
I ul aiving it to lull) uwt* Liwft'J hub- 
I I Llnl ’ I i(* ■ Tijuid to s'lUbsh ^im ’ Iw 
j ijishI Ins JisL iga'i', iiiidhispeoi Wite 
I wiuci'd tjik u ho (hinged T^is uniid 
ind iliOiijM il it "Bill Ki'i ,in t woilb 
I hlo*v, ■on ,liiti'lai (*d bcicichiiig 
' ( Li I II hi I tiaand malki nci 
■ up 11*1 hauil nii'iclf" Hee if i 

I (loll I ’ 

Ml Mil'll \\j 11 mteifeiu’ 

' Inthim, ,1 ulul'Morrv, “Iknow 
■'iiijuthing ,is villi bi'ttlc him I want 
• that h mr|, and i' 0 goin^ to havo it 
I flit tliObo diamonds! will, wheicvei 
th.y aic I bolii'ie liutNoy b got 'om, 

[ lies jiii-t the soit ol liLtlo devil as 
Would haie'op'Hfd ihut band, and 
^ found th(j ijap(.r iiisnU, telling ivbere . 
1 UiO dianionrls were ’ * 

I " But dill he hai p the hand *> ’ 

^ •' Vps, be did Uu dug up the hand 

' —never diind wbeie--,ind hrooght it 
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4i> Bit. 14 KMA 0 Qa]^f thetL Oalxty” Oi^Ba ohooldedi "hv'a talceii up 

bdMte BoteoybaB m dutimonds, lo vntbaboaiQaBByoa'non'fehbBkS^BA.^ 
ihe iunkdmil ba no go- ICiasEYaean la H7'>-ob. ia 

kaep tl if sbe likea, <u bury it along gaeqpe^ Mra Monyi 9 lMpiiig bov 
with ibat uoilan.ll $txQdaf who waa a handa. 

moan ooaa to round on hia paia the *< ^Wation Army " * • 

way ho did ** ** What I Haa be joined the fital- 

‘*Alil he WB8 a bad man^” aighed vation Aimy^" 

Mrs Mdliy; "and did be-j—“Yoa,” sneered the lather, ‘‘he 
Shut up and mind your own buai- ohiieked the cucua at Ghelmalordf 
nesa/’ aud Giles m anrly tones He and said it Was a booth (ft Satan, 
thon^t he had sud too much 'Its Now hos howling abtmt the stieet 
that Butsey T must look for He stole* in a le^ jersey, and taUcing pious ” 
the hand fiooi Father Don. and lefc il* Mts Meiiy taised hci thin hands 
on yout doorstup, foi Miss Eva, I sup to hr even “ [ thank God Ite has 
pose Ue rauslbe ID the plu«',so 1 II | lound thi' light, she^wd solemnly, 
look foi him I know the btat's play- * “ I'm Methodist mYscU, bual heartho 
mj^na iaiso, hut his father's got a rod | Aiiny does much good If flie Aimy 
in pioUe foi him, and - ■ -,avcs Cain'a iinm^tiJ soal," s.ud the 

“Oil, Giles, Gileh, you'll got into ! woman, wuopmg fast^ “I'll Uess ItSi 
tjoubleagiin That ^V asp v\ oik on my bonded knees I believe 

“ I'll smew Uis neck if ho moddlkS Cmn will he acximfOTt to me aftmtdl 
with me," sael the strong mdu sav- VVh(?re are you gcitps, Gile^—not to 
ag(*ly, “see heii', S»bn<i, I'm not the diawiug-rooui^” 

? ;omg to mibs a chance of making a ‘ Ae fai ns the door to listen,” 
oitmiQ Tliolti diamonds ,iic noith giowlcd Ttlcny “ L m sm of beating 
Coity thuubaud pomuls, and liutsey’s >ou talk piout< I'll come iu£l stop 
got them I vrant money to hunt him hou, and twist Gain'b iiMk if lie 
(101101 and lo do uthor tbrngb,” said pia>b at mo" 

(liles, hesitating, “ha\G yoa got five “ Tiuiiblc—tiouble,' wailod His 
huudiid^" Merry, wiinging her hands, “ I Wish 

“ No,” said Mis Mriiv with spiiit,* youd go Cam and mo would bo 
“ md you shouldn’t haie it if 1 hid hajipiei without you, whatever you 
Ydu’ie^my husband, Giles, woisc luok, may say, Giles, or Bignor Antonio, o\ 
and soalong us you behave yoiirsell, whateverwickodnessyou callyouraelf 
J’ll give you roof and lioaid, though Oh, T was a lool to niairy you ' ” 
yon aie not a nice in<in to have about (hle'> looked ut hirqneorly _ “ Give 
the house, but money y ou shan t have me fii e hundred i*ounits, uud I won't 
1 11 nee Mr Mask hist ties looking tioiiblc again,” ho said, “nioou- 

after mj uioperty, and if ^vou-" while' —he moved towaids the doiw 

“ I'll do what J like, baid Giles, Mi s Merry made a bound like a 
winoing at the name of Mask , “ i£ I p,inthei and caught him 
w asn't yom husband, you d chuck mo, “ No,' she stud, ** you ehau t libteo ” 

1 'apose ” Giles awept hor aside like a 0 y^ and 

“I would/’ aaid Mrg Mi^y, aettang she loll on the floor Then wifeli a 
her mouth, “ but you're miinied to me, contemptuous anort ho left the kitchen 
worse luak 1 can t got rid of you and went into the passage which led 
See heiOj Giloa, you go awav and leave to the iront, Ou the tight of thin was 
me and Gam atono, auif rll give you the door of the drawing-ioom, auAaa 
hve pounda. ’ both walls atad door were thju, htr. 

** 1 want Ave hmidrod,*' said Odea, Merry hod no dif&eulty m ovezhaacing 
“ III atop bme as long as I bke I'm what was going on wiuuu. Could lus 
g^ite abb to oave i^ielf from being xyee have seen through a deal boa^ 
aednaed qf Btrodo'a murder. Aa to m would hove beheld an cid laay 
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4 ^U''l M thi' l)Pi<i drill Lhdit, suppoit- 
injf' btPjiU on do eboin ciatch Sho 
•wf/ji (i ncJt lilat-k silli anil liad A^liite 
]uui, ^ fii'ili coirip}i‘Mui], i noac like | 
rlM> hintk ot a pariot and a iiim 
nH'iith** Thi* oxpiessiori ol the t.MA, . 
Mas qtU'iuloiis and nipemd, and 

sliu M.is liMiii: to hiin^' round lo 
on tlio sabjLcI i>f Saltai's 
itiiTiiusr^ Tliii yiil opposilt? hei, 1 
\ii\ n Ic, bntiMtliquitf'asilcti imuied ' 
iiii i"pit‘S‘-JOii *11 he I \isiloi , 

^I'-i 1. foiJ," s,ii(l Lrfiiy Ip-^i 1 

sTiikii^ h( I tidtch on tbi 

jiniiiiiT ‘ I I’ll \oin K* l■ndlno^llf'l, 1 
and s|‘‘ ik to] rtoui •'til'd' 

‘ It ’■> iti'^hc t laU t' oi II and •■ni 'k 
•ij ui\ ^o'ltl nrw >1 nd lU I'h 
■,it-j' spii 'I, • vt'U h iio ni 11' ti nil 
lo' b I'liiy Mi'ji 

" I had iii\ i{"snn->,’ said ilu othci i 
shiflpl^ ‘I , yiiin 111 iLlni, i>i.iiri(*l i 

•'ilioth' I'f"-! Ill}-will III 111'. (<l 

good IjiTil* fl|l•lllll^, hid l> 1 L(i no 

inoiK V, mil Ji( SI li'i M.ii'i ,i liiil man ' ■ 

‘''J'lteii !■' no 111 id lo ;pt .liv I't'il nf 
till' lllMil 

“ The rii m i ii< I'lj; di iid dcii mi t , 
luak' lurti. a s, lilt, L\ I |>ilI 1 !l si\ 
iioiiiOii'duviihilt il^i'iil' >nlv h kii | 
lo ir 

‘ I h.b'('liili link uiii riili'M ni} 

aiiiMii, bi'd lilt t| u >il lit 

lll^■l■'td ti' AlU’ii lldi and 'Ten in'‘ 

I mil. ml lu iini V 

NoM'I, Mlillo iTlIVO 1 hit ll'* (M 
lilij ''till lh( oil] wo’iifUi iiM^iilv 
* lio -Mill think 1 I'll f,nlii*' lo ll t , 
Sidljiir. iiilUt) this I'lKiia 
•?♦(>• J 11 llrltl hl|l| pm 1’1 fflOl Ills! 1 
Ih' s)l ill iml dls}^|'l(> till Irl llll^ 111 , 

this wa} (>ui siiisidli \ 1,1 liiiM j 
thi.aiit-<j and nivsti-lijih, ’ siiu JmuK , 
JpWU qililll}, ‘ hill till 1 , 

luMI'l Ulllj I 1 hll I shui t llloM tllL I 
Juliirr head oi tlio him q to liis'iaci' I 
huiibi II * 

“ All tl'is h.113 uutliiniT ro do tMtu 

uiOj' said Hit a 

**Jl ha? e\f‘i}tUiii^ tuilowth j'lii, 
said liod} Ipseu quk'klt ‘ doil 1 J 
tcllvuu that Saltars, '■uuti m* saw ton 
at timr Mib Palcnoi s, hi= taken j* 
lanc} to you^^ U tvunld take voi} 


hftlo +or you to detaali hiio Itoin tbie 
tvfclohod kEiss I.jony 
'* I don't want lo, Lidy Ijispn * ” 

" Call inv griiiidinotlier 
'No Ton ha\u uetci lieou a 
{irandmifthei ^ nic " 

" T will be now,'’ lj*uly luion hied 
to soft' II hfi qiini laco, ‘ I wiali I’d 
SI I n yiiii ladoit’," bill ■idilcd,** }on'ie 
1 line l>('lh*uii with \iiy littleijf that 
had 'stiodo MihmI in son, unless ID 
till ohsliniio\ sou flispls) Ill Uko 
sou aw lY iiiUd this Mis I’almor, 
li\a 

'[ lllSl no ,Msli to llrliu Mis 
I’ liuil t ’ 

V oil niiist I wo 1 1 have a ^land* 
d' I'.dilni >d nnnoii nianiin is]||x.itiun 

,\]ili ll ciiii'i* (III woii.aii 

“Lia^c Vis 1 ‘ihiiti ilone Lids 
Ipsf'M Mn is J i,ond woman, and 
whiii ni\ iiliiiii's hll onl* mo '.he 
t ok nil ip Jl }ou had (\ii loud 

nil' (ii ill 'll >1 to I iih I >1 is slioi'td 

hivi done boil would hiivi loiic to 
lielp uio Mill), uiv litTifi V IS iiiiii- 

di'iid \iid’iiM , III d C, i l"■n)}., 

•Mill Hisliinp . , "sou (01 sviiou 

I am s( til ll to ^i‘t nil to lu li> vou 
•Mill Mill) sr 111 nils I ill dine 

rhi old V iM'iii Miv whito iiid 
*Wltlj “lllL tilI’M III I ‘Moil 
I'lh III I In I) Ui”'iii\ \l'i?n IJdl ' ’ 

‘ I do” 

‘Wfll iIiLii >oii i in I " .^ftapptil 
'll. old wmn.Lii, 1 ji<) moilMi isn t 
1 *(ii eiiihli 

Uoa ila.i' vou s.i\ thill ^" de 

III ir c'cd L’ I iiigi '!> 

Mil ni^i'I'iu .[(iiisloii 'll to speak 
mv miiiii siiappi'il Ltd} Ipson, 
,.>1 ' Ills not iiliU likoyoilWlli 

Ill'll' 111 lioJd mv piiO" Mie Hdl 
w IS 111 Hill U 11.1} a , I triivenuss be- 
Inio Mi'll lathi I mariu'd luy dau('blet 

IillK ’ 

"Whalol tint J” 

“isimpl} tigs avaliuble diimoiid. 
PceUace wis lost m Iniiloom [ 
bulieii. Mis Hill it" 

Eva laufflu'd " I ilori't bdieve tlmt 
lor one tnomenk’ ''he s bid Bcoiufully 
"ilrs JIiJl^s a qond, kind, aweetlady " 
" Lad} bliu as bIlo oouieK of good 
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slock Sweet T novo) hei, 

4 tia Kind she may be to you, ^tiingshc 
w t'Ving to tiap ^on into munyliig 
her rnistiiciblc son— " 

“ Don t you call AHun iiusei.ib]e,’' 
said annoyed, trite is* the best 
roan in tlic woild, ^nd woith i do/on 

oi liOid ScilUis '' , 

“ Tlidif ^^ouU1 Tiol^ b( difhiuk kik( 
Xjady Ipseii, srvciini^, fialt.us is a 
tool auil a piolligiilc ' 

' And ^ull Qvpi cb me to uiaii'v 
linn ' ” 

“To biVL him fjom ditgiac mg t*if 
lamil\ ' 

" T^iii Dillhini l.uni]\ is iiuthing lo 
ino,''«ai(i pin idly , ‘ look attLi 
llv> lioiKiiii ot llii Mime'll, 

Ijidy Iiv'-on Vs 1(1 iliT> tilk i>K>ut 
Ml Jlill, f d'ltc (i 1,1 III ii If 
“ Vsn. hi 1 ynui-i'll Mm'ii 
‘I shdil do -,0 ijtd tMii il uh il 
10,1 s,)\ IS bine, \\hull I don 1 lulnic, 

I 'hili sli'i lUfint All' M ' 

‘ 1 'jViI," llry old Inly dioppcd into 
hi'i SI at ‘don’t hi lii>d on m* 1 
nil 'fd 1 Mnli you x\i II li is tico 
All it f “-ay iihoiit Mis UilJ Vou 
' an t ni.li i y Ini soi ’ 

" llul 1 inn iinl J mhnd lo 
" Oh, ^his 111 Jns (hs^iici » 

lul iiiMiiaf^ ' ciii.d iJn oldvoiiwUi 
m dcspaii * ‘ h«iiv ran I <n in igi to 
slop m riijs ^Miss Jto'n vil) hu 
maiin^ to Sallais s'xn', it I can 1 ]jut 
an. ciu>to hi ml ituation * 

J’ivi sluiigj''i d Ik‘> shoaldi'is “I 
con giyu you no )ii Jji " 

“ \ou luigiit pie id wil h SaUais ' 

“ No, 1 cm t rlo Ihal Xl is his 
husmess, nob iuinr> Why don't \oii 
otfri Misb Luiiy a ->uni oi nioucy to 
decline the iiiatr h ^ ' 

“ Dcca'Uho she's licnt upon being 
Lady Saltars, ind \inJl stop at iiotluiig 
to acbicyc lui ond I would give 
five bundled -a thousand pounds lo 
Slop the roaiiidgo Dub luisb I.oiiy 

Odn't bo bnhed ' , 

It was at this point that Oili 3 
opened the doDi eottly and looked in 
“Make lb httcen hundred, >oui kdy- 
sliip, and I'll stop the niamage,'* he 
aoia impudently 


“ Giles," cried Blya, iisiifg uidig- 

nantly, "how daie you-• 

"Itecauso I've lieen listemiig, and* 
hnaid a chance of making money " 

Mis Moiry hurst in at her hus- 
biind's heels “And I couIrin*t stop 
him fiom listeiimg, Miss EVb," she 
and, weeping, “ he's a biutc Don't 
givi him libe money, ynnr ladyship, 
lx a a hai ' ' • 

I “Ira not," said Giles coolly, "for 
huceii hiijulri'd pounds I can stop 
I this TTiamage 1 have csoiv reason 
to luilc Miss JxjTiy Khe'si been 
I playing low down on mo, in wnting 
to you, Miss Stiorln, iTnd it’s time she 
It lined 1 wont hu put ufi Well, 
join huhship ^ 

The old wnni in, who bad kept his: 
mi[KJLoiib black < yes f'Kcd on Giles, 
iKKldcJ “Can jou iiiilly hto]^thc 
mainag. '' ' 

“ Vis 1 ( 111, and piobt) sliaip too ’ 
“Thou do so and ]ouU liiivo the 
filteen hundred pounds " 

"Will M,u give me some wiituig to 
that elJ( c!r ” 

" \es," siiul Fj^dv lj>''Cn, hccuming 
at uiicc a business wuniaii, ‘ git mo 
OKU* ink md papci, Hv i " 

‘ Stop, 'sdifKJilei, polircJv -so very 
polilrly that hii puoi vvili blair^d “ I 
dull i doubt your liuU chip’s woid 
I Pi(> 1111-1 iiii> to send to this nddress,*’ 

' Ik handed i bill containii'g tlie next 
' plaio wliUL Stag's C'aciis woull per 
I hum, 'otu thnu*-Old five hiftidiod in 
I notes tfid 1 11 I Lbli the jjiuttur " 

“ 1 ]1 hiii.g the riionuv inysrlf,' ^tud^ 
[.vly lpsi*n, putliiig dW xy the hill, 

“ yivu diui't got the roopi y till £ know 
tU tiulL How cau you stop the 
ui mage ^ Tell m«» now " 

' ' Oh I don't iDiml that,’ said Giles, 

I shiugging “ 1 m suie you won't break 
I yom woid, and even if ynu^were in- 
J 1 linr d to you cau t, it you wane to stop 
Ihe inaiiiogo You can't rlo without 
I mo 

I ‘ Hpcak out, man," said Lady Ipsen 
I shaipl}. 

i , “ Well then-" began Giles and 

' thon heiutated, os he looked at poor 
I faded Mrs Muny m tier black stufi 
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___ 

■ iSf’liDo >ow gitp mo fifteen 
liin^iod poiiudEi and III not speak '* , 

, “ What h.ivo I yot <o do with it ^ 

askod }iM Mife, btaiing 
“ Tl will be inoifh \our while to pay ' 
uio,' sAid ^len V thiealcningly 

" 1 can t and I won’t, whatevei yon 
mty sav Toll L idy Ijmi n what you 
hko t Yoiii wicki tlness hasn t any¬ 
thin;; to witii me " 

“ You 11'IPO,' I'p ictortcd tiuniiiK 
to the old Idcly “ Tve Riion you Ihe 
(ii.inco l<iid> lp-<on, I aocopt yoiu 
ofTn Jjoid SaltAi'i oao t many Miss 

Ijoii'y hecaiisQ that ladi-‘ ' 

‘‘Woll, iniu •niU" 

‘ Tnat’jph ’ hHid&ih^i “ioi*n ficH [ 
aliouly ' I 

‘ Who to ' ’ rfil c‘d Ihi'.wbiU I 'dy I 
n s fjrs fl islu d I 

‘ Toun ’ Slid Mem , " I iniuiod , 

IjPl Uais ,i;rO ’ otoit [ lliel Si llJJ I ’ 

“ Then I nil till' fi 'cmsllivas ' 
nuiso “oh til till, hcavrn * and'«lio 
loll down Oil till lliaii in a lamt foi ' 
the lust iiul lust time jii hci lili " 
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IKK TiJ4'«OMl'< 

Vt sniea o’clock thit saino e^oninf; 
Allen and his AniM'c.in fiup^l woie I 
walking to Ml b L’aiuici s lo diiin As I 
}A, Mien know nothing of wh.it had 
tiun-piicd ai Alisen C.istle, E\a } 
was keeping the atoiy tdl ihiy met | 
But us till' two men 'p'issed the litllu { 
mn thoy haw Cjile*' Metr^ descend liom 
a holiday rtukiiig th(H-n-l>aHc Two 
01 thmo tiHiii hod ]asl passed into the 
iiin, no Aoubi to seik liquid reliosh- 
inent Ahon knew ^leiiy’s taae, as 
Mi» Merry had shown him a photo¬ 
graph of Signor .Vjitonio in stage dicss, 
which she h id obtained lium Cam 
The uiaij was a handsoroe and notice¬ 
able bliokguardf and inojeoyei hie* 
good looks vreia reprodueod m Cain 


Therefore young Hill know hun ok 
ondSo, and stepped loiword 

‘'Cood evening, Mi Merry,” ha 
floid, “ 1 have long wuhed to meet 
you “ 

Giloe luokedaamly *^My name u 
Signor Antoniu, monsienr,"^ aatd 
“ Oh,' mpcketl Allen, and being 
Italiui You*ipnAk Finghsh oudVrenoh 
badly ? " 

What do you want ? demanded 
G lies sasagoly, and boroniiog the Eng- 
h->lj gipsy at once “ I've no tune to 
u cste * ' 

“kV)i\ did you Bond that noss to 
Ml Hill ’ ’ 

Giles gunned ‘ Jusc tu give him a 
flight, In sold “ I knew’ho waOi a 
jiiiik and-watci fool, as J saw a lot 
of him in the old days vihon 1 did 
rttioJi's diiiv woiK ’ 

" You dug up th* wooden hand? “ 

“ Nu, 1 diilii’t Hut acy, who was on 
tin iifltch, saw Hill plant it aiul dug 
it up He hiougliL It lo me, and J gave 
u to I'athoj Hull riion* liotsey stole 
it L.ifk, iind pis-<id It Liloug to tint 
toujig wo'oan voiuc going to jn.uiy ” 
“ 1 gut -is, ’ Slid III i,u I at tins jKiint, 
“ voii il best s^jfak t ivil of M iss Sti ode 
Jl 111 not tskiiiL any iiisoli ni i Ibis day " 
Vikn iioJnod .ippioi il, and Giles 
oast a look lO'i the hig limbs of the 
\nu I ji an 4pp.i.i ent 1\, btiong n an as 
he Wds, he tlionght it would tiost 
not to tiy I'oncliisKins with ^uch a 
gnid " [ wish I'd met you in ^thei 
lion's den," he* said ’'I'd have 
snnslinMhat handsome face o^youiB “ 
" Two c.iu pipy at that g.ime,'' stud 
\11 lii qini tiv, “ and. now. Mi Meiry, 
oi Sieiioi \iitonio, -ui whatever you 
(hcKiti to rail V 0111 si^ 11, why shoulunt 
r hand you ovei to Wasp ?" 

“ k uu a.in’i hi lug any ^arge agamst 
me 

“ Ob, can't I ? You know something 
about this nnitilei— " 

^ “ I W 0 S playing ray turn at the 
ch<ns 10 TVesthnvnn when the shot 
was bled,*' paid Utics coolly 
“ I didn’t sa^ you nhot the man 
yourself, but you know who did ” 
“Ko, 1 don't,” said Merry, bw foee 
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growlM "ji I did koow iihe 

man] rd make faua a preaent. *I'd 
like to have killed Sla»de myaelf He 
Idayed me many e dirty trudc, amd 1 
eaia I'd be even 'vtitb him But some 
one eleo got m beforv^o Aa to ar¬ 
rest," he went on sneenngly, “ don't 
you think Fd be Baoh a tou^ as to oomo 
dotm lore, unieBS 1 wasamii* of mj 
ground '* An eat me indeed * *' 

** L cai on auspicion Youio m 
with the Perry Stieet fruig " 

Oileb caat a look towaids the iiiu 
and laughed “ Well, you’ve got 4o 
'piovetliat £ and the icet have donu 
Wioim, beloio you can run us all in ” 

OSie woodoD hand - ” 

,"Oh, wc know all about that, and 
who stole it," said nn .iningl} 

Allen started ITo saw wt II ruoiigli 
th it he could iioc bring Giles to book 
without moutionuig the iiaini of his 
fathex Thoi uloic he cliaiigud In'* nimd 
about calling on Wasp to inter fciii', 
and contented himsclt witli a warning 
‘You'd hcsi*u]uai out of this hy to 
luorrovs,” said ho angii]> “ I hUan’r 
have 3011 tioiibhng )oui witu " 

"My wife' lia—ha'’ Ui*iiy 
seouicd to find much cn]ci}m(.nt in 
the romaxk 

" Or Miss Stiodo eithei " 

" Oh,' btitf'ied the uian insuli iitly, 
" you’d best boc MibS Suude Slip uiai 
have ehmething inbeiobtiiig to IHl you 
But 1 ean't atav talking J^io toi evui 
I'm going back to Sbaiilon to night 
Come rouud at cloren,'’ lie said to the 
diivei oi the tiiay a-bam "We’ll 
drive back lu the moonbghl ” 

"I think youd hotter,' &aid Allen 
giimly, "jou slop horu to moiiow, 
and whatevt‘r ^ou iua> know aboui a 
potson, whose nanie need uot be men¬ 
tioned, m have yon run ui" 

"Ob, I'll he gone by to-moirow,’ 
sneered Merry again, and took lus cap 
off with BUoh jnsolencg that lloraoe 
longed to kiok him, "don’t you fret 
yoorBelf* I'm a gentieatau of property 
now, and intend to out the sawdust 
and go to South Afrps—^wfaeie the 
duunoodt oome frou,^ he added with 
an ntfu^ent lau^ and then swung 
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into the inn, leading AUea faming 
with anger. Bui them was no^tuie 
m making a ^tuzbanco, as the man^ 
oonld nuke thmgtf unpleasant ina 
Mr. HiU, BO Alien walked away with 
Uoraoe to Mrs Palmer’s • * 

It would have bren wiser kad he 
enteicd tho mn, foi in the coffee-room 
weie thiee moniwhom he might ^ave 
liked to meet These weie hmhei 
I>on bmartly dreas.cd as a olergyman, 
Hod Jeriy as a sailor, and Fo'sy in a 
noat bdit of what aie known as bond- 
me-duwns The tiio looked most 
ri'bpccUhU, and il Jcni s fd^o was 
buTPowhat \ illainous, and Posy's some¬ 
what •.ly, the bunovoleul looks of 
h’alher Dim veto aliovf ^suspicion 
(tiIps sal duwi bcsido thc&v al a small 
tahlo, and paitook of Ihe dunks which 
hail lueii oiili iid The laudlurd was 
uudci tho impiission thiui the 'Oirea 
imu wcie ovui on a iiom Shan- 
tun and iiiti’nilod to retuin in the 
moDiihghii Mi'llV had met them at 
tho dooi Slid novs uaniu m to tell 
them lub plans 

" [ ve .mangiMl matteiH,*' ho said in 
a low voire to Father Don, " the gloom 
Jacobs IS oouiling buiuo yoiiug woman 
hu'a kt'rping rompiUiv with, mil tho 
women vivaiits lia\ 0 ,{onu to a j^cuny 
iraJiiig the \icti's givmg" 

“ Wlia< of young Hill and liib 
fiK nd * 

‘ Tho> aiudiumg with Mrs Pdlmor 
Tlie house is iiuilu empty, and^iontains 
unlv Ml and Mis Hill I hare been 
111 tho house hefotc, •md know every 
uich of It 111 toll 'ion how to gel its”* 
"YouilCdine also '” ei.uA Foxy sus- 
piCioush 

"No, lepliedfiilea "111atophme 
I ve dono enough foi the money If 
\ou're fools enough to be caught, 1 
blian’t bo mixed up m the matter " 

‘ We won’t be i ought," said b'etfacr 
Don with o low laugh, "deny w;^ 
keep guaid at tho window, aud Fpxy 
and I will outer " 

" How?” asked the sharp-faced nuu} 

' By the window, said Gdes, " 1 
'explained to h^hei Don here, in Lcn- 
dim Bill has taken pp his ijufuiexs 
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111 a JcbjwiHu* loom on the m‘st side 
ol the hoiiso, just oi er the wall Thei y 
aiif Fionch \(in(lni\s opeiiiua on to tin 
* lA\in You r,iri styal up .ma the f^ias*) 
will dcdultii t'lf sduiifl of footstt i»s ft 
^OC'I V(jllt up to the. VMLuloK Tlldt 
mat bQoptn It hot fltir \ [iii hiiist ' 
it d.Dcl tiiin \oUfind rUni can enter ■ 
“Hut It [Jill wi I I'onc *’ 1 

“%Vcll then, *11,1 .i"! jou HiuiJv hi '.t 
Mis Jfilfs iwirt- III' man h* i huh- 

ImikI is Sill-* ini^dii pin* tiiLciIiuii 
But tlieies i>o OHi 111 thi Ii I ise, aiiJ 
bill ll have tu Miig Dili |/iiU\ loudly 
btdoie'Hif* tiflum t in In* t j tin. 

VJlla.E;e ' ^ , 

“Th'ir auii t li '’iv ilum, iiil 
Frtthci Hon calnih 1 mtei 1 , 
Liinko I, ( ot tliiU j<api r I mIh 

\Mii)i'il]ii \i)i fl* t ll, ^I j } ' 

“Fioiii liijisi^ I icun I I'kin m'LIi 
S tinlys tihii niK L( t hiMik, ii.d iiuili 
.1 in ll) at 11 I Sum im'is J'nt J>iit 
} L iu;;lit thosi *iiKi IniI'i <1 1 put fill 
houk nml -oiiu* pipi’ts 'Him < m 1 
jfave \oii, Dun mil mail (In* pu' 
up thi ill immiil , I* liM >1 i-a flii'Mi 
"He uiust liivt tin 111, -^iiil l'<i>i 
deiideilK, i\r I hum Ui in iJji loU' i 
sent to Misk inil w is l^ft u 

his ollico 1)} il'it 'hi Innil 

Lonld hi* i>))'iir d 1 il ii ii}ii i* ir .tiid ' 
found nut liii p I Ivnesi, tlii+ Sutnli 
slumi tin, di imoiiiU tin ii in L fliM 
Btolc the hind .iihI tuok it lii)ini,lii 
must hnii foiiriil llie d'.ui'oniU, ip'i 
the^ au* ni>v\ in Jii* j'l*" i‘ssif)n I 
e\pi.'>cL Till hink it ti'i iluin 

"^o,’ sari Mi'in fc'iunh *hn «as 
• IsoVtflp JOI fch.l^ pipe*! Il.Li'llll to 

sbov* liim JIl’]] fjivi up lilt dianiu'uts 
siiii j tcnonpli ■« In n Lt> set >,111111 Thru 
yon 0*111 ttiakf fi» \\i*sili,i\rii 

*'Wliltollliecliiitv Kitip asked 
lull V ui heoii V tones 
“That's^ hhnd it Mill ruiup ruiiiid 
at eloxeU) hut 1 >v Diit tnuo wi will ill 
be on our w ij to W i stha-ven I f tlitro 
is^uisnitt Vltisp iml lii«i iijend will 
follow' in tihe wion^ iljit-eticu Tb *n 
Father Don c»n nuke fu* Vntweip, 
and later we ean srh tin dumunds 
Bat no buks,' said Myii), shuwitiff 
bw teeth, “orjheF' Mill i m troiililc ’ 


^ Suppose }ouiig Hill and his friend 
toll the* pohoc ’" 

‘■Oh/ said Odes, ^inninji '‘they 
wdl do so at the of the eontonta 
ot that p.ippi being uiado public 
Dun i ba a fou^ Don, ^ou^o got tho 
whole husmois ui vout own hands 
I don t want a low, is I h ivo to meet 
*i I I'lj in ntfeu da***,” Odes t,*innocl 
a nin, wben he thoujlitoJ f adi [pecn, 
‘a III lie hau to do InjMiii'Sb ’ 

Sii the plan wis an 'Thu i 1 ,dnd ofti'i 
.inothi 1 diiiik 1 •iilu*L 1)011 nml his 
thrci Inonds wmit out foi a ‘Cioil in 
thf idla^'i* to “st'P llii venpiaWi* 
cliuiili III till inoonlH'ht, ’ IS tli*' 
■]**-i ll lo iliieAHian told rl*'* IfiUilInld 
Dut will n out of sM4iil, till* ti Luchfirit^pil 
il'i (lull'll lid tl'rU walk, .111 iT ui idi 

•eij rin* It ihi.ii) Eii^lils it ‘lie i f d 
ol Till I ill jpi Dejiiilni'^ liD'i iiliG 
high nml ihi > shili .em-s , haH»i* 
iin uluw, >1111,111 iiliiik o>iii>),r liru'iid 
till will 1 I 'll i Ddii w Is IS iiotn I* 

It UIV III tl I Ml 11 prl^i ll] It's ige 
\\h(iillu iliii i*-cj|s***i )i mi I thi 
* ih mil stiiidn g 111 ■*iu(,,iitld\- 
■.h ivi n liAM thi j Siiv' thi i*in,*( ol 
lIii Itijiiian pii).iis, lull mo h^iir II thf 
V lIllloW" ' 111 - ON th* ", t hltlf, 
Slid Dun 111 p V lu-.,»i 1 conn .dung, 

71 u thi *1' (H]it loini^ tl'i hi leK 
liilkoftlii h'jiu* iiid ii''>s<j i}>(^ dii\r 

\l' w Is ilei't md ])i ,1' (fill wiibiii the 
l>oiniLm oklhi. " ill ’)'h< ini^iuliglil 
-.ihi ji d the 1 1 ' is iMililowi' hidsiind 
iji 'ill Ih lutjiid Lhi y‘i>tL oiiu arehi- 
ti lull' ol I I’M In (list \ step** 

I iki ti in 11 at like I isI'IiSli hio'igiil tho 
Ihi'- 1(1 Ihc wi T *'di-' 'l)ie> hf'io 
- iw i |i^h 1 cliinitif >111^ tiliioiigh thi('(* 
ill lull wiMilows iilnch epi ned on to 
,1 iiiUiow storje* hitace From this, 
the hiwn Hilled sinooUil} tothetJowea- 
htih, undei I he eiicnchi’g md biiok 
w ll' J aliiMiDimpuinlrdtotliotliZeM* 
w inilows 

‘ The* inidifli nut* ho spid quietly, 
“sei ifiLsopiii, Fo'y ll not we’U 
hd\e to make .i ce*itaiu noisi* *Viul 
, look ia*iide if you e yj 
I Fos> lyiole *tci(s, the lawn and 
le'iiace and pecn dm Aftoi .i time. 



Ill 
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bo dolioatoly tiled the window and 
fihnuk fais liead He then stole bark 
to leport ** Hill is l>ing on the bofa,” 
he <}aid, “ and hia wite la soatod beside 
lum Ho'a erying about suinetbing ” 
" We 11 {:^ve him boraotbipg to rry 
about Hoon," bai'l F.itf or Don, h rhng 
lor tho pipi'T which ho had lecfiveil 
fniii aiilos “Smash {jn iniildli 
window in, .Teiry ’ 

Without dir least < oner iliiieiit tbe 
huge man iii>ilicd ii]f the slojm and 
bulled his bulk iigamiL tin window 
The flail g1as-> gaie wa> .ludhe lanly 
fell into Iht eentii oEtheiooin With 
(i ahilll iivoi iLiioL, Hill spi.ing fiom 
the sola, (.niivulsi\i b (.hitilntu; ilu 
hand of his wile, wliili Hill, illoi 
thb id alaiin, 1 u (mL thr 

inliiidi i-I hiltllv tills tiini Tatbii 
Don with 1 Inliii'd him was Eiow 
mg til the distiiihid icii])!* Ii‘iiv 
took hiin-idt uni ot iMi loom itid 
guaidfnl till liioktr wnwlov 

“ \t lio ait ^|)l^^ whit do imi 
i aut ’ ' denta'idid Mii- lldl * ll 
Vou lou 1 go [ ll ling loi tliL sin ini'! 

" 1 J.I 1 I ill ii<l loii \vill ' lie Mini 
vlt UTiLii Ll->-• li> lioilhh' said Don 
Buuiih ‘ kiiov the oUiiants 
au out ’ 

“ \\ bat lb) \oii want ’ ‘ • 

llcwjii* liothitjupifidlj (>iii 

business htsio do with >oui hnslmiid, 
Ml iLll —I'athir Don li'toki d iil the 
sbireij^ig wieieh , 

“I iiovn haiiiKd \ou -I Ooii t 
know \ou, ’ nimnblod llill “ (ionwa\ 
—lenio mi alone—wLiat do >uu 
■waul'”" * ■ 

“WVll iif'iei git on in thi> win 
N o, >ou don t, ’ idded Don, as Alls 
Hill ti ltd to strnl In the dooi “ tio ind 
siL do'wii by youi good husband, and 
Uo onfuicod tins ioi]iit,bt pointing 
a TcNolver 

“ 1 am not to he fiiglitrncil liy nitlo- 
diama,' luiid i\Tis HiU scoinfuPy 
“ down, Baiah —dlt down,' said 
IJill, his teeth chattel* g 
1 ho woman r juld not help rabting 
a oouteinptuoiis look on the cowaid, 
ON en though sho fanofbd, she owed so 
much to him But, an aheVas a most 


\MOHDS 

sonaible woman, sbe saw that jt wmdd 
be as well to o^y ' I am teady to 
bcai,” she aaid, biUing by Hill, Jnd 
putting bet stiong arm round the * 
shivoiing, nnsotable cioatnre 

“ T’ll come to the point af^ pnee,” 
said Don, bpeaking to JTill, “as we 
hdVt' not much tiino to lose Mr 
JIiU, }ou hiwefoitv iboQsend pounds' 

\» nth of ili„iiioads hoio fiivottlcm 

up I” • 

Hill tu* null ONen palei than he was 
" JIow do you know Ihiit * ' he asked 
“ 11 ran t bo true,” put m Alls HUl 
spn iledlj “ If you are tuilkiaf^of Mt 

Stioili's Hi imonds, my liuaband hasn't 

gilt till lU ’ * 

‘Yoiii hiisb.iniL stole the troodiui 
h.uid fiDin the ill ad ' S4ild lAisy with 
hit usual snail He took li liomg 
ind (i|iiiiril it 

“ I did unfa know li coutaiiiedvtlio 
diaTLiciiiils, halihhd Hill 

‘"No Vou thought It eoutaiTicd a 
Loihiiii docniiienti'' -aid Dou, and 
pioih'fed 1 paper fioin hm pof ki l, ‘ a 
lihiL pi]iei ihif iiiii''iit, not huge 
of Huch a size as ^iiighfa go mlo a 
woollen hind, pioNidid llir hand wns 
hi llnw as a w it. Is this it ' 

Ifill gan asciiAin iiirl spnagitig up 
biainiLui ioivaid “(lUe it. lo mu 
gm iL' lu (iK'd 

“ f oi the di iinieulb,” sud lathei 
Don putting falie papei hehnid him 
“ A oil shall huM liicin 1 hid them 
in thi < loun. I rlnn't want tin m, but 
thit pii]h»i- itr IS mini ” * 

1 know thii s’giiPil with jonr 
Uciiuf, isn't it Weil, liiiiig out tjje* 
diLiiiuiuls, aud, when you hand llieUi 

ONLi- — 

“ y ou ll gi\o iu< the t'HKi ' ’ 

J’osy shook Ins he id as Filliei Don 
looked inqiuuiigly <it liiiii “ No, we 
must keep that pap^r, &o as to eet 
away —othiiwise you’ll lie sijliling,tbc 
p,i1ici. OIL oui tiark ^ 

“ f aweai I won fa -1 sweat-*' 

Hill diopped on his kmibs, *' 1 
swtai— 

llib wiio pulled bun to hib feet 
■ ‘ Try and be a man, Tjawionoe,' bbe 
saiil, Wbac is this doouiuent ^ ’ 


I I 


1,2 . TIfS WOOI>Eir UANH 

’* NotJiiiifi—notbrag—iMjt I muBt “The Delbam hdilpom*” wwil 
) ivo it/* ciiod HiU ]ojking himself Mra HUl, tunung grey, ftnd leooilmg 
A\fAy LTo ran aLJO«s> the loom, and “ Ye«, and also apioDuae to wilh- 
funhleu at tb< loch of a cabinet draw from seukuig to many Lad} Jane 

i<Si I —(k‘l 1 ha\e tliL> ^unonds t I Delhaiu, and to matry you." 
ffiuiid«tl]<.iri in rhe hand- I pat them “Obi." Bfr^ Hill tuned such a 

into .1 bv -lieio here-" withonng look on her nalsoreMe hws- 

iiii liniriis <ihout bo that he could band, that he shrank hnck and covered 

!• I'flit open the tliauei Foxj come h.s eyes ,■* So this is the rerf loason 
foi'^aiii iinl kindly helped him ol yoiir thwaliv’” 

Uitwi.‘n*n.t tt\o, llu diflwi'i was ‘Yes,* said Pathci Don, who had 
upini'J ifill lliin,? out n in ibs of pLiPul the dniiiiionds again in hie bag, 

|iipri'> ntjiilii siieuud the llooi and '^lood up,* I lu>oid bome of the 

Tlnm iinm tunio.il}i L1 ]am>, he haiiled s|jiji} iiom (idus Aleiiy, and ir id tlio 

a sill iH I iiuj , biig til d .it the inoutli ic'-t in Ihe signed dooumeni Ft mas 

irid spall’d ‘“All till' diamonds aii i Hill who blolc Iho ncddace He took 

111 If, Ilf sj.rd, hnii^ing bins to tlie key fiuiu thu seliooliooin when* 
ii to op ii il " tv j It li.ul liLCni hit by Jjady ipsen He 

tliini'-.P'd |Hi I’ltU lott^ -foi ’ «.l1 mwiiiil the sdi., and LollaiLd tlie 
^.il 0 ' In liioki* ntl iip.i I\ - | iiickkiii Ni o trif dooi, he Icit a 

|ti( p.poi, thi> papt I Isgiifili , hoiiidkr icliu'l ol yoiiis, JlFis Hill, so 
lion h ok S'.iOn ot (ill. In*; i.nd that, d tlnni v. is dangei you imuhl 

w.is ilioiil to 1. ii il Oil L the il(>i uriii ni, lj<‘.u t nsfil Stiodi i niid thi liaiid- 

wliiii Vn'i ijiitilii'dil “\\cll'’i'nd | kmliie), a^d knowing IFiIl Lad pOs 
Lins ItoiT till foiiUnenL, ho sj.id i bibsid il, in.wlo him Lonf'ss Then 
‘ while wi‘ hail this yon n m t hi he inurlc IJiJl sign the i^mfesBion that 
able to set tin piukisoiin ’ ’ lu h.id stolen thu ucckkre, and also 

Ilil' begiiM to t*\ and ai,Ajii fell oii ' m.’ile li.iu ptoimsc to inaii\ yon 
ills kiu’ts, hii+ J'uhfi i>oii took un ' Mis fiiH s.mk down with a stem, 
noLu^. ol iJiiii TJt iinpned the j slunn d look “h>o tbiu a is youi 
umienlftf the bag on tin UhJe and | chiialiy, she said, looking ugam at 
thin I'lr ]evils ll.i'ilud in tin limp *1111 liu-,hiud " \oii si,i 1 p tin ucLklaco 
liglii, i'.it’filJ pile f*l vi IV ittii shnii's I you lei me hr.u thf •hami* you 
\\hiJi hf gloiitid oyii tlii‘111. Alls , liwd to imii.iuii.ile me -yoy pie- 
11 ill ] nJ h(' li.O'd uii Ko^ V s aiiii < hiulLd to wed iiir to save me fioiu 
" Id in (hat papei **' she asktd ■ skiiiation, bud oh, you - you^ban3.B- 

bteinU I 1< bs oil stun. ' blic leapid, and mailo 

“ Uo'T t tell h«i don't tell hei?’ 1 lliouvii she w*)nkl haie struck Hdl, 
njrd Mill • I (he man cowued with a ciy^of altrtin 

• ," Liwi£.Jicn'' j like a It ippwd i.iljhit * 

but ho jmt l»s hands to his eais “NM'al heoauio oJ ihc necklace^ * 
aiiu btill Hied and giovtlled “J ' she asked Don shaiply 
sli.iil go iu.id if \ou tell l.ei 1 1 HliaJl ; " btiodt made Hill Btll it, and they 

—ah—ok—^iigh-' ho suddenly j dnidi d thu piotitH ' 

ehitbhed a( Ikb tbioaL ai*d leclod lo lather also," mooned Mrs 

the bola Hdl, royeiinghcr face,' ob,‘Blume-^ 

Uis toT’k little notice of him j abame—shall I ever be able to look on 
“ lie id me tlu dooiunent," shu sud i this mau'e face again' " 

*' I can almost icpeat it hom | Hill attoni'^ted to excuse himself, 
mubuicy," said Foxy, putting the I "I didn tgetmuchmouoy,''hewoiM 
p ipoi into hib pocket. •' it's oimply | " I let Strode take the tot He eaitied 
a confession by \oui Luiinand tfuit i tlio confesuon m his wt^on hand— 
ho totole a ccitaiu iiccLLicu balcmging • that’s wUy^I todk it L atole the bond 
to — ' ' nod opened it—>but ibe confesuon 


jtfft$jsirs'STo/!y iis 

ww'i w £t^ found tbo diaiuotuld, « 

lutdl have given them to you—Ipt me CHAPTER EXIf 

bave tbo papetl" be bounded iio bia 

feet, .utd finatohing i. dd^ei fruui a bctbsy'b &tobt 

tiopby of armn on the wall mado for 

Voxy, ‘TU lull you if \ou doti’lgivo | TnisBn was no eicitoment in, JiVar- 
it to mo t , glove nexii day over the buiglaT^ who 

Father Dondudgedbehind acb<ur, | Iiiul entered "The Aiahum Kighta,” 
while Itixy, who wub in the inr the siinplG loasou that the village 

oentreof the room, lantOTtiu window, know nothing iibout tlio niattor But 
and. buiBting past Join, raced down a iamour waa cmieiit, that Mi Ilill 
tho lawn with IIilL nfcci him, ibi> ' had gnre out of bia mind No one 
daggci nprai''i'(l Kouiid aud toiind was astoui'ibed, oj bo bad always 
they wi'iiL, while lltll viioil oq bueii icganloiL as queei Now, it 
the tciioue, looking on with a di idly aiipodM d, he w is bt.uk, stanng*ma(l, 
bmilu Had Hill boon stiuck dfiwn, and no lungoi the haii^obb eiCionliia 

bhe would ha\o Loioicod lion Mlkigc b.\d l.pnwn ioi SO long 

twi^bcd tlin ijiii (if JiTi> \iul th'j tuuiom was tiue • 

*'IjcI s cut,” hi m„k 1, “ I VC I'lit tbi '■ Tt IS tfiLililL, to think of tho 
bwag, b'o\y i in look aflu >i'in-,i M,' piinisliinml wl'ioh li.ts hQtalhn hiui,, 
and these tVKJiigi 'll [enu 11 Ud*'liLi'i i' \Ilf■ ii,' said Mis Hdl th« iies.t inoin- 

hiULiedl> I nig ‘ batcan we call it undisf iveiW' 

Mis Hill saw till m d sip)ii r i vilh- " L sujiposc not, aimw'OiuL bii sou 
out aijxwl^ Tin ])l)w sli" hid ' j,luoiiiil_j "J wibIi 1 bad icmaiiunl 
received beoiUMl Lu h.iii IilhuciIkiI ' il honiu last nignt, mother” 
her facullics *To thuik tluU hla bad | ‘ ilniigs would have been woiae, 

been do deceived anil tin I ril Wnh bail \oniemiuncd Tbciewould. ha\o 
ft stony face she waicln d I i>»j lb ii’g | b- cn a fight ’ 

nmiid thu lawu wdU the in^ini j mi I "1 would base ba\ud Eva's 

- foi llill appLiiicd to 1)0 n .id iKii 1 diamonds, at all evonis ” 
him Fox\, m iVadlj uiun of Ins ! "I..t llu diitmouds go, TTiU,” 

lilo, seeing Ills pals disapiK 11 , t no ibo • cKiiin d in Parkins, who fuiinod a 
dooiiment fitini liis pocket, thifw it i tl.nd m the i.on\*‘isatioo, " the^ weio 
down, ^iirl lan p.iutiiig lowiiidt the co'neb. ibahonrsilv (uid i/ould havu 
w.1,11 While ht biaJi'ilit, Hill picked I bLoii<,ht no luck You lomi out to 

up the fMiXiei and toie it.awuh tilth ' I'ulivia, and ii\ up the mmu Then, 

aud hamla, into a thousind slucds ' jtu <.m make vour own ccan, and 
The three scoundrels had disappcaicd, s maii^ MissHnode” 
and Mis JJiil looked down lolillv on ' ‘ Bun" lou foiget, "Mi Paikius/’ 

her (laiitic huoband flilt danced up said Mis Ifill, I am now rich, aiu^ 
to the tecioce, uad litld out his Viands Allr n ui ed not go to America " 

" liMpmoSs--happiness, 1 aid sale ” “No, motbei " ^md ALIoii hastily, 
“Cownid,'' ebc said in a teiiibb 'I'll go You wdl do much tnore 
voice Hot husband looked at liti, < good with my fathei s money than [ 

and fthan bcgoji to laugb wuiidly / cati P ‘Sides--” bo liebitated, and 

Then wsttf a cry, he dropped iuoked at IToiaec The Amonoan 

** I hc^ho IS dead,” said Mis Hill, , mteiptcud the look . 

looking wwn on him with scorn i *' Guess you want a htlle pnvato 

' conici latiou," he said, '*w^, lU 
' hght out and have a smoko * Thu 
cun call me when yon want mo agaiUf*’ 
and Mr, Patkins, xnotluctog bis pipOy 
kftihe looiu 

' '‘M) poor mother,” s>ud Allen, 


THk WOODEN HAND 


<.aibrM.iii^ lii.r, ' don't look bo bsiI 

It js toniblp ami-” 

m '* Yiiti Otin i couloir* mi Miezi, Haul 
t)>e pom vioirui hittuU, “so ilo not 
Uy to To lliiiik Ihdb 1 shonlil haNP 
in th.it mail all tli(>sc >CAih 
}fp .1 tint 1 doiilil'v h. tbirf lie 
not rfiilv 'ohlipil thu DtJlianis ol llii 
III tl lire, bill lobhiil iluf rloail mill 
111^ ol in^ ('orxl Uiinto ' 

“ [ aknoi-t Miink iLl iLpuI ilebiivod 
lo bo loblxsl siiiii \|]( n ‘ I btc'i i 
to bciicip, iiKilni, thit SltoiIi i\as 

IWV IdM'Pi's • \iJ ris III saul be 

v.i^« Wn\ should m» fathu st'al 
llljS IIM 1 ] UP, Mill 11 lit* bill! ]ilcMt\ iJ 

iLtiiir\ ' * 

‘ III bid III/ it tiii III K' I lO 
111" liltbi 1 11 pt I'tfii stioit ]fi> i< i' 

^ thi‘ m<i K 1 IX J I \tii I c iiiidi I tl r 
stiOii:: L iinitii'lOn ol ti ubn ; di 1 i \ 
1 l\tl>i xilCXlli iJ'j 

* I li' 111 \ ii’}:i'd Iniu tu 

4 i ai it s ml 11 ]( i| ‘ Old it i'' 
t'lio li> \, [lot aho'' pioliti'ii^ 
)i\ Hi' till ft \Tid it IS Si'iiiJi i,1hi 
Imjii'^lil ■Imii*' tlir iiijin 

“IJftlni'ls ‘•pilMi'o I liM 
“I o\pirt, Stt.wli .3 I lu' n, iil'l 
iv\Oid ihi iiul'i >uli I.iMiiiiii 

ii'HiTMod nil \ 11* 1 ihi 11' I I 1 Ml iiLi 
WIPi'^O imt ot iJlilall , 

“ Mill il S'loiL li.iil ii tPiJid till 
iiutli hi* * oiiid J) ivi * *1 ijiiiiti III i 1 
IuiospIe 

"Ah but, io I Liiii, Ik vs.iiliil tdl 
dtoi 1 wa*-'ii.iuud iipfui, Iipcbspi n d 
of tilt* III iKl 111 Till I' 'ip loJil it 
l)iiou*,;li b'arhci i>f«ii Jii>. 

• aosi.Kuto 111 viUai.i, IIiiM\Ij 

btiodt IS rliad and \ooi lu'ui is 
irtiiit I Mnudm vJiat latt Kill bii.ii’ 
Aleilji and tbiisi* Mil toll! s 'll* a ‘oii- 
J.tt '9 Ml till ' ' 

‘ Uh, Mien sms wiU corm bomi to 
thorn, utvei /rat,’ sud Mien ii a 
prophoj|U Min “I sifppv) 9 o it lb 
bost to let llir jiiiilW tost 

"C’ci 6.1 inly I»on .uid bis 

li#o tw<i(M.iitti.s liiut pi/, iyva% 'Vlmt 
iibaut Mpin ’’ 

“ITo Mftil almost it once to 
niiaiitoij, .uiil did not pa^ loi the 
I htn-i-fitOit The uM 11.1 J*- in a tiuo 


Tftgo Bud diQse bMik to ShaiitiOn «t 
midnight, vonitig to snmmoiiB Meiiy, 
Mho Ma<* robpoDSible foi itm ordenng ' ' 
*' W'cll, they aro out of our lilc at 
lititi," Bald Ins niotlier, ‘wo now know 
the aecyet which caxis^ \ourunhftppy 
fatliPt to tix knd uiiiicbT Ktrodc, and 
did iiiakn liini steal tlio band The 
coTilnssiu^ h iis bi'iMi ik'stioy^l, SO no 
dill can sa> aiiylliing Meny will 

liOt «pi ik - ” 

“No, that 9 nil iiglit Mfiry is 
goiii*.r toiPcrj\i luoiiPi fjiiiii old Ijadv 
lp*>iii toi sioiipiniz till' laaimge ol 
*Sd*,in with Mi 9 s lioriy I espent 
111 Mill go t*> Afiira a 9 hr si\q rjuJl 
J old hi- (iiiiL'ui and SCI Mill tbi’OihrM 
i'lit lb* 111* I* Ibe rliaiiionds, and 

pii'i' VjIii iii'iiM jjidliing 

' I igiir* 111] JFi T’lrkiri'-, aid 
Mis IIi> 1 iin'illi, ‘illy ]fMtIs woii' 

I nil I hi di*-Li iia stl\ and would havi 
*j'lVi,.,l*l l'i» • 1)11*1 llltllUi Will \oii 

II II I 1 • i»i> iliui'j Mien *' 

' “Ao Til t ij 11 * 1 as l|iti< as 
. pi) iil.li Xu on*, bht you, I, and 

I I’ IKIJ' k'UlM o' tin mit l/ list 
11',iit , pool ja'hii his hem 
Hpiiiiid ill ii'i *-ijiiir tjLUf* iP*l lia 

all* I, l)i'i II so ccMiitnc, '•o it Ml]] 

I 'Mipiisi no iii'i 11 111 ,11 hr hi-, gone 
Ill'll Wf* ‘\ill piiiii liim m sunn 
' ])i|i.*t j,\Ii(ni ind « 

I ‘ N*i \litM ••aid Ml I iliUlnml^, 

I “ilii' iTOiiL siail IS luiitidrss* Altoi 
, all, \Mt 11 Jh IS ho has .i^ted, hu 
li IS l('f sri< piiniBht'd, and is 
iii\ lui'.'itiiil 1 il ki rp him hoie and 
lii'ik lit* 1 >11111 nil tl'L' mid c'Onus- 
.■iid lhai I'ai'i t be lung, smhed Mm 

I lilt 

\li} g>K>d, moilji'i, xou shall aol 
• ■H \oi> Ihi'ik lit Blit \\p know the 

tJiI.h tlOM 

, save xvho niuzdeied Mi 

Stimli ’ • 

. I bf'lirve Joii} ilid, or Giles ” 

, ‘ L'lity both ib>n} doing 90 ” 

, “ Ul couisT',’’ said Mien cotitemptu- 

' oiish “to sive tlioii own skins I 
&linJI go lip to London, motlier, end 
Loll Ml Mask what lias taken place ” 
But theiti fras no neod foi Allen 
to go tiO*towu That alteinoon the 
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\Awyer ariived abd with faun a amall you ana Paikina That is whv I 
bo> witb one eye The lad V 7 aa bioiuht binx down ’’ 
tioatly diessed, ho had hia hair out, ''How did }ou got hold of him 7 '■* 

and bie face washed, lu spite of his " Through one of ibe stolon note? 

one eye and white dieeks he looked Butsey presented himself at the bank 
avery smatt youngstei^ and grinned | and cashed ten pounde K^#vaB 
lu A fiundly uiannor at Allen and ! anosted and bi ought to me Ijgate 
iroraLL* ball foi him, and biought him to 

* Thib,**^ soul Ml Mask) loading ' explain" 

Iho lad into tho looin, aliero Iho ' “ Whero did he get the noteb ^ * 

-loutig men woie hiiioking athi ' ' Out ol thr^ blue ))ookot-falbok, he 

luncibeon, Mastei Tiaiii- 111 which uaeo bo must have 

"Butsov s.ucl 41 l‘n committed the muidei Not foi hii> 

“Ob no,” u'jibrd Mask gravily, own sake,' added M.wk quicklj *J 
“•lie IS a ‘'outleiniii of piopeity now foar the poor Iittln wiotob lias Tioon 
Hid Is h\ing nil his inom^y You , umdo a cut's paw by othoih'’ 

i fall Inin hy so low n. nauie “ Whll,’ sud Alim, ilrawiiig a long 
ps ^n^tsl^ ” Ineatb of astoiiislunent, '^oiideis 

• VfiL boy gimill d md slnoggcd his will iirvei ceabu I ne\ei thought 
shiiiiinr‘i'> “1 sdiy, bow ]oiig\ tins Butscy w is guilty • 

i-f.i(iii’ on * ’.ho inipuiMl, “yo'ivc * T cin't be mio jet if he is Hot, 

Ijmi 11 'h>in“ fun at .im* all day ” .it all (.imte, he <.< iteinly know > w^o 

•* \\ e "di’t ‘lu fun an\ moie ‘ ^ is tho culpiit. and to save liu own 
sdiil t\[i 'M isk 111 Ills nil. Iiinei oly neck, he will coofosb 
voice “J havi. hrouglit you hcMu to ' But would llu }.iw li.ing a Imy 
nuke a clrau lyfea^Lufu" like that even if gnilti 

“Ahontthi (h ihionds ^'1 “I dou’6 think Uul'Sjy will gne 

“We kiiuw iboui tho diiuionds,' tho law the cbiiooe ot tr\ing the ev- 
siid Hoilee " [uutss Kiiliui Bens peiiment 110 4.1010X1 little]»ptile 
gilt thein’’ , Hut wo hrcJ iHitterro/atTiandcYaniifjp 

‘ Haikcs' be- h* ‘ '.nd Hiitsej | bun \oar inotbei - 7 " 

ifgiLllullj , ‘lint eoiiitsol im LoUlu' * “Sho is with luj pmn filhoi " 

.Jiout the Ii* 4 tei I giu to \<m '—tliH “[-.that quite sail " ” askul Mask 

W.IS to.Miisk -“1I he liuhit opitml I aiJV.uiiiblv 

tlie hand, hi wouldn't han^ got’em ’ > Ho is haimless 

" Youb aio qnite wungf Biitsej," M.l^ic looked syiojiatbciii, although 
said xMli 11, using “ Ifoia* e, T’ll leave he pnvately tlioughl that nuulnrss 
ilie \iO't lu voiii keeping Ml Mask, w is the host tlmig which couhl have 
will you i^mt. With 1110 into tho inuf bidallen Hill, "-I'fMog he had twice 
loom/" • biucigbt biiuself tVitbin the chitehui* ■ 

Kathei smpiiscd, Mask did so, and of tin I’W At hast theio was uow 
was spi‘erbl> put in possestuoii ol ibo J no dangii ol his btitig paiiibbrd foi 
tenibio stoiy Jft quite agreed that tbett 01 nttompti>d muidm, whnt> vet 
the mattei should bo kept qun t might be said by those wliu had 
Thongb 1 hope it won't be neees- escaped with llie diamonds, audcoi- 
saiy to iILke it up when Butstw ib tainly Mrs Hill would lie reiievc^lot 
tried for innidei ” a rezj lioublobonie poituei • Had 

“What' did lliat bov shoot Mi HiU lomaincd sane, she would not 
StiodiH ?' * ' hare lived with hnu utter discoven|ig 

“I think so," said tbr lawyer, look< 1 how he hod trjokedhei into mu^iago, 

mg puiszled . ^ but to tell you tbo | and bad traded on her flcop giatitudn 

tiuth T'm not sum 1 oan’t got the 1 vU tbeso years Now, bv tendingbiin 

boy to Bpoak frooly * Hq said ho 1 tn his hopeless slate, sbo was heajsug 
would do so, only In tbo piesenco of , coals of hie on his head, and piov ng 


ir6 the WQODEH HEHp 


heiBQ^f to bo, ^hal Mask aJvays know 
bbe tiiiK was, a good woman 
** So, ID Alien's boinpan^, bo tietninod 
to ibo JooiTi wbere raTmub was keep' 
mg wattli ovL'i Mdstoi Tram, and ^ 
iouffd IbAt biilliaut >ouns guntloznan 
smoking II cigarette “Ptoduood it [ 
horn a sil'vci oato too,’' said tbo | 
ainitoccl Arm neon “ This n aniightj , 
fabiait lio'v I gui'ss \ou got lid ot a 
lot ot that iDt-iuev, bnb 1 

' I cashed two notes," said Butsey 
coolh ' lint the thud trapped me Hut 
1 dui't c o'' [ ^ e b id a good time' ’’ , 

“%iud I exprti ^oull pass tOc ro-U 
of >nui liic m giol 

“ Wliat s that * ' sjid ISulb* , not 
tjinin^ i hail, "in guol^ ~u j iiif ' 
r*>L‘ Ixfji 111 (]ni>d orci* and ilidn't 
t liiio il 1 iiiini igoiii I'Miri No '■n 
■vou gi'f iin some IMS*’, All llil^ and 
i'’i gn tn th 

“ Thp> IJ hiiih iimllnii.ii'' siiu a' 
a g <11, 'bid ifiiiai I* giJiiniMg 

illeii w i ijiiili t (kfii a^'ack h} ihi 
COOllU bS ol the 1, idl a piJSODi 1 

Hiilstv iiiMially wa'^ ATmk li>ait’d 
back iiuj'-ifj'; hi* Mol and did noii taki 
mum p.iit in ihe emu m salK-ii He 
Lib''eiKd to M'l iiesaiilining tliui idpiit, 
ind oiiU }inl a woid in imw nnd thin 
‘ You don’t SI cm to leahsc join* 
position, said Ildl oliaipH 

"Oh \uss I doijx, *.,iid JJutsij, 
r.duil} bhiwinp a eJond ct binoko 
"}Ou Wfanis to i,vt the ttulh out of 
me iVell I 11 tidl it, il you 11 let uu 
go rde-'SiA cmi liioiid heie"--hi 
nudilod to Alas] --"luii ariAngt with 
p iieeleis alxiut that uoie ' 

" It's }iiobab1o I can " said Mubk, 
tickled.at the iiupuiJencr oi the boy, 
"but woiildu’t ^ou lather sullor foi I 
Stealing, tl an ioi muider'" ' 

The bo\ jumped up and became 
earnest at onco " See hiae,” he said, 
wetting UJs hnge', "that’s wet," and 
then ho wiped it on hia jacket, "that’s 
div, rut my thnial i'' 1 tell a lie I • 
dmu’f aboot the old bloke tS’elp me, 

1 ilidn i' ” 

" Who did, then ' Do von kuow ^ ' 

" I nii^ib know but \ou’\e got to 
make it worth m> while split" 


Allan took the hoy by tbo collet and 
ebook hup '**Yoa young imp,* he ealdj, 

** yen'll tell everydung you know ok ^ 
pass some timo in ^lol ” 

" Make me tell, then,” said Bubsoy, 
and jrat out ^ tougne 

“ Suppose I band you over to 
leather Don and your own p iront ^ " 

“ Gant, bu gangs %LQko up 
They’ll go abroad with them dia¬ 
monds, and shut in sorao other 
lountiy 'Side*i, I ain’t going m ioi 
that bii* mess again I’m gomg to be 
.1 csptctdblo, T am And I did. git you 
uiit ot tliL dou, sii/' said Butsny more 
earm stl) 

Allen chopped bis band iioni the 
Ixiv s Lollai " You cciiiunly did that 
it Lh'* 1 e<ine»t of Aliss Ix>ily VV htii 

Oflll. *' 

‘ NotJiiog but good/' stiid Dutsey, 
lliiihnig , " shi>’*> till hr si and kuidost 
l,Td> to till* Moild F eiu't ii-pom’ to 
I Siiiv aiivihii ^ ol III j ' 

" J don t want yoe to talkoF peoph 
who La\e nothing f* do with the 
iiiUtei in baud ' said lli]], "hut you 
iiiu-it Ull u- aliOUi thi'iiiiU'lii 11 Aou 
don t — ’ 

‘ Whit un I a giiMi’ ti> gtl tui 
, sjihtliiig ^imtsev m a busi- 

ni^'shlvi w i) 

‘ ill aiiaiigo Ilia* ydu won't go to 
' giol lou niiisl icnionibrr, Mublei 
J Ti iin." said Mask ASith clcliheiation, 

I "tlicLt yOU«aiuiii a riangeious'poBition 
I riie note you cabbed was taken {lom 
a pockct-l>ook Aihich the muidoied 
I man hul on hua peison, wlipn he use 
I shot Ho»v did you gel it, th^ The 
pie-suinption is tout aou shot him ” 
Butsoy whistled between his teeth 
' Yoa can t fiighten me,” said bt, his 
cue eye twinkling savagely , " but I'll 
tell you eveiything, 'cept who shot 
the bloko ” 

"Huh,’ saidHoiaoe "Iguesswc 
can ravel opt that, whan we know 
what you have to bay But you speak 
Btraignt, young man, or 111 bide you 
proper." . ** 

"Loi,” said Bniaay coolly, “I’Ve 
bm hldec^by atoer end otdDon muoh 
WUS 6 than you can hammut. But I'U 





“ bov did tho gang oonia toknow thaA 
ijtxode bad the diamonds ^ " 

'* It svoa fathm told 'em," saU Bat- 
BPf candidly "'Fathers Bed Jei^, 
an' a opener at that—my eye ^ He 
got into Hbnble here, and onv to for- 
tem pasts some yeai s ago In Afncay 
he saw the dead bloke" 

» Stiodc ? " 

" Well, ain’t X a-saiym' of Taiiu ?" 
«>Qapped Butsov, "yuss—Bliode , 
Fftthoi oamos omu m thn bAimo ship 
es Strode and knows all about 'im 
,havjim priced iliamouds m Afncay " 

“ \^at do )0u mean by pugged > " 
"What I <uU>, in louisi‘ Sltodo 
vot tbcin cluinonds wrong- — ' 

“ I T) Usaid Poikinq "J told 
)Oii so Jlill 

" Wt‘11 tin 11,” wont on Biitsi y Ich^k- 
ing mystified at tho mention of tho 
Imtcis, "fiitlipi didn't sue why lie 
shouldn't git tin*diamonds, so ho fol- 
leied the dead bloke to this fai^io 


hnoimg Merry 'ated StiodOi to try 
and got him to do the rbbbm*" 

**ihd ilLerry agree ? " 

' In oourse be di^ only too glad to 
get a shot at Rtrode ^—" 

" Do yon mean to say JVfeny, abot 
him'" , 

" Naow," said Butsey, making a 
gestnrB of imtation, " let a cove talk, 
111 tell yon if he shot him. ifyoull 
let me T saiv we wos all dftan to 
Ii\ things on Wcdnesdaiy and I come 
along with a blessed logged kids’ ficsh 
an fund, so as to maike ni self saife, if 
the pobce took a hand 1 didn’t itont 
to bn iiiixnd with no gai^, having niy 
good noiup to rliiiik of ' 

Horace gnnned and lubUhd hia 
hainls, but \llen liowned "Go on," 
lip saiil sbaiply, "and doiit iilayr the 
fool" 

" Oh, I m a goni' on," was the nit- 
iiilHeil ]P}ily, " and I don't plaiy fh’ 
fool without cniisp, tVve sen Well, 
I WOB rtt the sbition *it Wesih <in’ 

1 spfs Mtioilp rume I went off to loll 
Metiy, and lie cninrs to tlio station 


Lonntiy and come to tell old Fathci. 
Don ID tlip Puny Slieet kpii Fathpi 
Don and Fosy both went in with j 
fathpi-" 

" To minder Htioilp **" aud Alien 1 
" Not much* Tin \ wanUd to rob | 
him, hilt didn’t want to dance on ' 
nofchinfe * father Don’s a fly one I j 
was lotdsabouc the job, aiV scat to 
w itoh tUf dead bloke f w .itched him 
ID London, and he wos nevei ou( of 
my Bight JLIc wos coming down to 

tips hen* plaice on Thursday-" 

" How do you know that f " asked 
Mash 

" Cause I knows the 'all porter at 
the Ooelpb Hotel, an' ho tells me,” 
BUd Butsey oalmly " I outs an’ tells 
Bathea tten’, and him aud lather an' 
Foi^ all come to Westhaven on 
We. dnesday to see him as is called 
Mbhot" 

" He’s another cl the ■'.ing^ " 

" Bather He’s bin in with us fui 
yes 2 B, he hesL And he ^os doia' the 
Sl^ng map at Stag's mraua WeBt> 
bgyen, BB|berl>on, be comedonrn, 

. • * 


and talks to Stiodo' 

" That was on VVodnesday^ ’’ 

" Yuss tttiodc sold us and oumo 
down, though ao didn t 'ojie to ave 
the pleasui u of Ins company till Tliuiti- 
d'ly \\olI, I trusd to eit what (a-iles 
wos a saiyiiig, but hi* guvc'j me a clip 
un tbp cji and sends mo spnibiu', no 
I c ouldii’t 'piu I goes to complain to 
?\ilb(u Don, an’ when 1 gits ^back, 
ritioile’b tiway fund Afonv too He'd 
Btsilod w flkin* to Waigrovc, a poiiei 
Lille me I wos about to (oUer, when ■ 
Mmy, he comes up and tells tnc, hoH 
go hiniHpK” 

“ That s a he,’ said AUeii "Alony 
was doing the strong mac that night 
in tho Liious'’ 

“ Nok be wasn’t,” giinned, the hoy 
" 1 went to tho oucus, havin’ nnthiu’ 
to do, aod 1 saw tbo strong man ft 
wos Cain Meiry, his son, he’s bhe hiji 
father, and could do the fakemknta. 
No one knew but tho ouniu coves ** 

" Then Merry'-——? ’ 

**He went after Skode. f told 
Father Don an' Foay, an’ they ssvoce 


IIP 
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awfi J Tiicv couldii t start aftei hun, 
rib thny didn’t knuift vhat ’ad hap- 
'pcn, and Menu’s an a^vful one vrlien 

S ul outj soiliei Willed along o' met 
'>e see ’ ^cxt daiy Meny oomc 
Imio^ Imt Raid hu’d left Btrodb a-goin 
to itic ik>d Deeps ’ 

" WLat did Fathei Don do? ’ 

‘ lie to the Rod Deopu an 
ifmiid lh< dL*ul lilAke Then he come 
liflak (Aid saw tleiiy What ho said 
to mi I don t \ now but yathci Don 
u nt n 0 witb a tLkgtam to stnd fioni 
tliL St . 1 .LII 1 LS 4 Stitril nitico, sailing 
tbnf StillIc v^oiildn'l bo down till 
I'tidiv I ll^iiik Kitbii Don did that, 
to givi loinio to Mtii^ bo get iiy 
‘ Ill’ll \ i*, the lokg'iimroio'ioJby 
Mi-is Sli'idi' afloi iiino onT 1 iuit<ilav, 1 
tliiiik ^ ” said Ma'il' 

Viisp, lid l>iits.i \ “I sent it 
i‘al\ lb’ tbo lid m took it to W*i- 
L,ion it I’ll I util I comes down 

i^am from town c,iK hai k wiib tlio 
fiinh an 1 irib, sumo night to sell the 
jiolI *1 s, All III \ rr oi iiui* I uitnos dow ii 
•igm tn tell Mis M« ii y , s f’.on wmiid 
he o\f 1 111’ lit I dii\ 

“ Will did idu do lliu ' Cun vias 
i>] the liuL'se 

* I knowed lie wos Jlut Mfn^ 
-out me to SI 0 if Misi Lia bed hean^ 
o’ tlm death Ttu r. 1 eiit=«- ' 

‘•One nionient, ‘■aiil Allui “if 
J’\itb(‘i Dot, •-aw tb( man ileait, wlii 
didn’t 1)0 take the wooden b md ^ 

" 'Cgi'ise be diiln'tkiiowit wos woilb 
anythin' lilt Mi Masks heii^spoke at 
ih" jjujiiesl ' " 

• “ Alxiiit its being delivejL'l to gc't 
Iht diamonds ’ " said Mask , “ quite 
so And von saw Mi flill buiy 

It ;•» 

‘‘ Vuss ] vros told to w ati h him, 
(‘s AU*n\ bud ho know a lot about 
Sli 0(1 apd il I lie w list coniu be niiglit 

be •u.'4ibed-" 

“ A ele\ er plot. Well “> '* 

, *' T tolluied bun itiid saw him bury 
soineuimg 1 digs it up and taken the 
crobfl PH lie put ovei it to moik it 
Then 1 gives the and to Father Don 
an the (1083 to Moiij lie sends it 
to Hill to fiij^ten him, and sends it 


thiough Oaid Thmi Fathei Don sees 
■Mr. Mvdc, amt you knows the lest," j 
“Not aJl, T guess,” said floiooe, • 
stretching a long ann and shaking the 
boy, “say stiaight, you—you imp 
Did Meiry a^ioot^ ” 

“ Of couise bo did,” leplied Bntney 
choerfulh, “ he hated Stiode. on' 
wanted^ git them diamon&s Mciiy 
bod tho blue pot ket liook, fur when 1 
oome down to sen Miss Tjoiry at 
BhiUilon, I took the hook fioni Meny's 
|]u\ which WDB in Ins i(>oin lie found 
lut with it and took it back, hainmci'o' 
me fill bteahii' But 1 got thi note^,” 
lidded Butae^ with Sritisfaclinu ' ar.d 
I apent three ' 

‘•Moiiy ‘-lenjs to be qinlty,'i s,iid 
Mi Mask, “he a as absent i'uiii the 
ciicus oil that night and k‘t liis son 
who K'senditeq bmi closeU —take lus 
pIrKi ill lild the po( I (.t-book 
and-’ 

“ fjot till diamond'' ’ No, In didii'ti,' 
Slid itulsc'V Iniskl}, hi ilidnt know 
cs tho hind woidd opi n 1 ioiinj 
thiit outtioin a leltoi L miv v ju Mi 
Miisl, and tole ole P'ailict Don lit 
opiiied the hand- thit w> s luct he 
Sriw vou, Ml Misk 'ill he roim’ 
nothin Tbtii lie guiisid i*- Uill- 
joui latbei, Ml Ml(ii--lij<i got the 
Jiamonds, '•tnn' he Iful Ibr ban', 
wtile looking fni qoiui [jiipji An 
Alciiy got the priipoi o'il ul the 
p<Kkct-l)ohk,' said BiiNuh,’, * an’ 
showeil it to Don Wot Don did wir-h 
it J dur.tio ' 

' He gob the dinujnndv with it,” 
SiOid Allen* giiuily, ‘ a-id has (Soaped 
But L don't think Meiiv will fio's 
at bliaiitoii uov/, as IhiMniousis again 
theic by paiticuJrU lurinest of tlie 
townbfolk Wc’ll go ovci to uight, 
Parkins, and sei' linn pciloim then 
we'll catch him and make him coniuss " 
“Will you havo him anostcd'i’” 
oskfd lEora^ coolly 
“We 11 we when tho time oomos,” 
said 41len ahoitl} “ Mask ——"* ” 

‘I'll remain heio and look aftei 
this boy, Ma^i Train ’’ 

Butscy made a giimace, but so the 
matter was ananged 
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Fhebs was no doubt that «Stag't 
^aa a gieat anoce& at Sbantoh 
Within a oompaiati-vtilY ahoit period 
t had played thiee ciigaii;ei|pents in 
the little town, two pf^ifoimanoea each 
innio, and on. evor> occabior the loni 
wa 4 full Kow it was the \eiy last 
a<^ht, aa Sta;; announeed, the oiiciin 
would next turn ita alUntiuTi to'w.ucU. 
iiiUin'unf' till* Noith C’onsi'iiueiitiv 

llu> tent wiLs iiammed to Hk utmost 
capacity, duii Std>f, ]o*kfiDK about in a 
tor coat, with a (ji^antic ei^,ak, vias in 
a'Vol^ gcxid liumoui 

Noll Lo Miss Ijony That lul^ WA't 
•ilruady dLcssq^l lu iir 1 in}>-li<irljir .uid 
tall hat to slmit oil the pui*] nf liui 
mlebtaU'il siiJliiui \Vhiio Kohn., uml 
she sat 111 huL lip dic^sin^ tooiii 
fuming willi.miroi Mis-iLoiit alw i\s 
insisted on hi\i%g a ditsyiiu'-iooiu to 
heiself, although the aeioinuuidatinn 
in that wa> was stniill Hut s 1 k had 
sut-b a tempi i ii.ml siieh ui 
attiac turn lli it tl'i grf ai St ig (uii- 
sontid she ehoaUl U* lnuiuunMl in 
this Sill' had a hotth ol iham 

pagrie besiiln l«f i and was tailing luoii 
tiiaii was gOtvl fui hei,(.oiis]Juiing die 
was ahovt to pdluim with a hoise 
noted foijlB had lempei iiahn hand 
Mi 4 S Lony held an open U ttei which 
wati the cause of li<‘r wiath Tl wis 
fiom Baltais, uiittuii in a scli'iullioy 
band, and'announcf d that* ho could 
noviu many hti, is he w-ia now 
awaio tliLough the dowaget Lulv 
Epseu, that site, Hi-aS Luii^, was a 
Tuarned woman "Jhaie la*en w'lth 
tho dowagei to the ehuich m Ijondon,' 
said the lotkcr, ** so I know them’s no 
mistake I tlnnk you ve tieattd mo 
leiv badly I losed \ou anil would 
base made yon my wim T)ow ovciy- 
thing IS off, and 111 go I . ik and muiy 
'my cousin Kva Sttodo " 

Tharo ware a few more leproaches 
to the effoet that the Jad^ bad^ broken 
t|ie wiiter’e heatt, andajtbongh these 


weie badly osprossed And ’badly 
written, yet the accent truth lan; 
tmn Miss Loiry knew well that '* 
iSaltais had really loved her, and would 
*not have given ha up unlebs the 
leeuU had been brought about l^the 
machinations of dowager aSbe 
giound her teeth and omsned up the 
letter m hd hand » 

" T 111 done lot, ’ she said fuyously. 

' I'd have givun anything to have hew 
Lady Sattais, aiidl could have tamed 
that tool lonnd m> fiiigri L'vo 
naked a lot to get tiie positiOD,^and 
huio 1 iQ bold hy tiiat hi ate I uiainod 
I lalipn 1 was a sd1\ gn] L I could kill 
I him kill liiui," bbi> muttcrcc^, “and 
I ns it H, Im a good mind to thianh 
I him, uid so Siijriiig she giasped a 

I iiding'Vliip Jnnil^ it wis iisod to 
, hung White Ttobin to hubjection, but 
I Miss lajiiy was <|uite I old enough to 
: til ill nrleet on thn liiunan hiuto 
> Shu) tly she si at a iriebsage fot 
I {sigiioi Antonin, and in a U'w mmutus 
' (iili s |in*seiitct( biuisi'If with a grm 
llf* 'sas rcarly to goon foi hispoifonn- 
I .iiiLe and the llettbiiigs sliowed oil 
' his magiiihceiit iigun to adtaulagv 
I III looked leinaikably handsome, aa 
I he need the fiitiou^ woman coolly, 

‘ and loiruikahly lupjiy when ho 
[ thuiigld uF a cLrtani pwcol of notes 
j ho had tliat altcinoon. platnd in the 
' <idto ki'opuig ut till Shanlun Dank 
“Will Uoll," Maul lie coolly, “ho 
> 1111 know tbr woiat, do aou ? sAou 
wouldii ‘1 look iTi such a i,ige if you 
d’dll'l ” 

Mis- Loiiy i iiMod hor whip snd 
biuiight It mil iitl'v icioss tJio oyos of 
Sigtioi Aiitunio “ Aon bound I " slui 
said, 111 II co'icinhated vuioo of b.ile, 

“ r bhimUl like* to kill you' ” 

Alciiy cu itched it the arbip, otid, 
twisting it from hot gup, thww it on 
the floor of the caiavan "Thais 
cuoiigh,' be said m quiotly dinigei- 
nuB voice “ You'vo struck me once/ 
Don't do it again or 111 twist you 
heck" 

"Ob no, you won't," said Misa 
Ldiry, showing liw fine white teet’n, 
“wfaat do you mean by splitting? " 










I f^aB paid do so/‘ said Meny oireiw ^ wooll hftve f^rfied mo to 
coolly, " so now you know the Worsi, kve wsth you aMns, but iibat I 
*‘Gon'l kc<fin me ohatleiing hero a£. ItMrned ol your manda^ 

' iiigbt 1 ^ave to go on Boon " \ -waii only my Uxnal 9 i bigamy that 

<• X liave my tuio Ant,'* Mid Mias kept you away f 

Lot^ glancing at a mintod bill piOfied “ xoii mtondod tooOmtnii bigamy 

agjuqat tbu wall of tile -vtiTt. “I must u^>, wiiih Lo^ Saltan,'' sand Meay 
sppak out,orliiiiat,' ahe put hot band sullenly, ''and I was ^Utng enough 
to her thioat as thou^ sbo woie to let yi|ii Tint you wrote to Miaa 
ilioking ‘‘You beast," she ciied Strodo saving you'd at<^ me gomg to 
funouBjy," bnve 1 not antfurodenough 'Wai^ve— 
at ynm liauds ahca(T> ? ’ “ So I coxild by tbxeatemng to 

“You wcie olwa'ys a tigress," piosoeutp you foi bigamy* 
giuwled MeiIy, shtinkiDg back before , Many shrugged bis' shoulders 
her^ury, " I in.niicd >ou wlieu you '• Well, wlrnt good would that do’.” 

Was A blip of if. gill-” ho asked brutuly *' I bare confessed 

“And n lofd a fiiol* ' cr. ^ the inysoU, and now }on can. dotrhat sou 
woman* beatmg Ini birast, oh, like Old Jjad\ Tpson paid me hUcon 
what a fool 1 was' Yon know my ! htmdred pounds lor stopping *yOut 

• fatliPt was a iiding niastei, aim -” j riMiii.ige wiLb SiiJtais and now it’s 

“ And how’Von ludo to show off to | oil I la going to fjouth Aliioa,' 
t1!b pupils'* said iM with aonaise bnibbed the nun 
laugh "I just do It was tliciiding * Hi luosocntn 50a,” panted hia 
took ino ’ wile 

‘You came as a fpnora," panted "No, %on won't," he tninod aud 
^liss liOity, hxicg liuo vfilh a hteeU looke I at her'.harpiy,*" Fknow alitllo 
gl.iie, "and I wa^i idiot inough to .dtoui }on, ni} lady— ' 
idmno your good looks I inn away ITcfore ho conUl hiiiHb his bontence. 
With you, and wc weie nuiiinl— " 1 the n inie of Miss Ijotiy Wiis calkdfer 
"I ibd tbo siraight tiling' aaul | hoi turn She puked iip the iiding- 

f files "you caiit deny I hit” I whi]> and gave Oiles anolhei '•law 

”1 wish L had dud, tatliPi tliui]^ .loiuss tlio oyes, then with a taunting 
many jou,' she b.iid saiagely "I I Ungli sho boumlfd oi«t ot the van 

lound myheli boimil tu a Inute You I (Idea, lidt nloue, bct liia tfjjeth and 

atiuok me-^yoii ill-tiojhted me wiilim | saoic « 

s ) ear of out nni 11 ige ' Tlo wasi about to leay e tb^ooraTan, 

lifted a look ol his Mack haji inienduig to see Misa Xionj no more, 

and showed a sear 'You did that, wid deciibog to go awav from bhaxicon 

ho said, " you llew at ’ife with 1 jn \t tkiy witli liis nionev, foi London 
* •kttifo" fti lodte te South Afnca, wben^up the 

" 1 wish I'd 1 died you," muttoied | sti'ps came Allen Behind him waaa 
Mias liony ' And then yon kfl me, 1 vxiti'd lady 

T fonnd out aftemaids you bail “Whut are yon doing here?” de*- 
nuantied tuat Itumei a fl tughtei 10 inanded Mr>rry, starting back., ** get 
Watgrovu bocauhe you got a Little an ay This place is kk the per- 
Tuon^ wj.tli her Then jcm felt her toimus ‘ • 

atao, fou Ijiute, and with a baby "And feu murderoia alac)," said 
Thank Ood. 1 ^ueyer bore you anv Allen blookmg the yrSiy m^oliitely, in 
^bil^cn' Ah| and vou were in trith apitc of the splendia apoeunan of 
that bad lot of Hill, aud Strode, wad physioal atreneUi he saw W o r e him. 
fbither Hoit, who was kicked onh " 13tnow yoo^alr, Oilea Merry" 
of the army for dieatiug at oarda *' Wbai do you know 7 *' asked 
fou tell lower axid hiwei, and when Maxry, iumAig pole, 

ipund lyiw nuking uicmey 10 the ** X'kikhw ^at ytmahnt^firodar-r^'* 
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'*14^8 A lie/" BAid Merry £en»ly 
"1 was At the ououa—^ 

*• Cain was at tba enoif^ Ho pei- 
foinied in yow stead oa that ui^bt at 
•^e&lilwvea Yon followed Stibde toi 
tho Ked De^ whcue be mot^niy un J 
liAppy father, and yon Shot him 
buy Butsey ha*t confussod how 
found ^e blue pofktt-bifjk, taken 
iroin Sciode's body, m yoiu box You 
took It back, but the Iwy lelain^d 
tbe notes and was I meed thetobv 
Tfutse^ IS in custody, and you idso 
Will bo aTLCbted , 

. Mon y gaspt'd and si^t down facav ily 
'* It’s ti hf J Hftw Hutsoy with the 
pockcl'ItcuTk, ami took it fimn liim 


wore walking da tiir n^t yw 
fatbeff's body was brought li^e ' xoa 
told Mr Allen your dmm/" ,|^ 

*' Yes, E\a, so you did,'* said^Qea 
“ Well then, Bntsey beard you, and 
being a little beast as ho always la, 
when he met thosa three mon xnth 
the l>od> be came too, andluiooked 
h\o tunes as you desciibed to Mr 
Allen Tfadt foi dreams," saidLMexiy, 
snAPping bis bngeia 

OTa WAS slightly dieooBosrted 
“That IS explained awA},’’ she said, 
“ but the laugh T heaia in my dream, 


it w,iH ill liio booh 1 found the paptt 
wbfel) Don "diowi’d to }Oiu laLhei, I 
ue\t^r Km vv thi le ^^as ni% nok*- 1 
dun t know yheie Bntsey stole lb>- 
Ixxil 

“ He tooK it Jium you ’ 

“Us<. he 1 tell ^ou * ciiod 
fiantiL/dlyianl sooing liis dangei “ I 
was nevri i neOt the Rid lioips As1 
(*AUi, jml he '1 toll \o'i I and not ]>o 
Ijoiioiiiied Tft pdfoirn in\ lucks' ' 
sduj Areii\ wjib A biicei, " wbv bo 


Aud liuaid lust now lu this'caxavun, 
I'Ai t it was you who laughed, tides, 
rtud yon who shot niy taihei " 
j M ‘try stuted, and a led spot 
I appealed on liia cheek “T wotider 
j jf Bell did kill him aflor all?” be 
I miuxuuitd to hiiubidf, “shea got a 
! vile luinpir, and peihaxis 
' \.llin was about to intenupt him, 
j when Uieic caint# a oiy pi dismay 
I lioni the oirciH Cent, and then a shnll, 
j teiiihle scream “ Thcte S an aoci- 


cnaldiit do Uieni—lie hi.n't the < 
sti 'iigili T swe.w, Ml Hill, by all ' 
that b bull 1 w *s not jt the Red ' 
Beeps ’ ■ I 

“You wne, bald tlu woman he- , 
bind AUon, iind Ih'i Stiodc pubhed 
past hci, lover “ Vlltn and 1 c une to , 
this ciie'as to loc Cam uiid gut him to I 
speak about Ins (,ppiMJiiig im you at 
Webth.iioi] Wucameiound U> tbe 
back, by *p<‘UinsRi»ii of htng 

When we were passing heio, 1 
heard you laugh Ji w is l^e laugh f 
biAid m my dieani~a low, taunting 
laugh——' 

“ The dream ? ’ said Meiiy oghobt, 

'* 1 leinenvbei reading what you said i 
at the iii<inest, Mibs Stiode, and then ] 
my silly wite--tJie hibt wife, saad i 
Merry, ooirocling hunseff, ^talked of 
It But dreams are all imseiiae * 

*' My dioam was not, (riles Tho * 
body was biouglif^ homo, and the fivo 
knockb weio guen-* 

"By Butsoy? ' said Mlny coo- 


ilunt’’ cued Meriy, boiindjug paat 
Ilvr .ind Allen, “Wbitr* Etobm s dune 
at last,' and ho di&appeaicd 
The SCI earns cuntmued, and the 
1101 111 the b nt Suddenly theie 

w a<i Uto sound of two shots, and then 
% luAi from tho audienoe A crowd 
of liightcneil women and i^iUdien 
ca.)ii pouiuig out Eroiu the book 
idine SlAg and iMifiy nnd Iloiaae and 
oihois (‘ui}ing tbi mangled body of 
Miss liOirv She was invcnstblo and 
hcf ^ace WAS colored with blood 
The leaiN wcic stioaming down 
Stag 4 face “I knew that brute 
would kill hoi some cUy,” he said 
“ J always warned her—oh, poon Boll I 
Take bei into the van, gentlgmen 
Bbti’U have the Imost funmal,—send 
£oi A doctor, can’t jTou >" 

Kva shrank back in horrm ht Qie 
bightot tliat maaedfacB The womaa 
opened lier oyefl, and tfaoy leatod ,oa 
the gbl A flash of mtarest aame Into 
them and then she feU lutok. ttueon* 


THE WOODEN HAND 


/ 


. 

&O0U3 and Miii> cortiiod I'cr 

ipI-o the vAii, bub ilorace, saiiomletiug 
3 piai^ to iinotluM briiaoi, joined 
Mien and Mi<is Strode* 

“It ivaa leiiible, be sud, wiping 
hn foeo, whieh vias pale and ^nhae, 
afteS^ *];ou leri dtiO xo aoe Onn, Mib^ 
Lcur^'cnteietl on liei white atalbon 
Sbo wa>i pob \cry atc.iiHs m clio saddle 
— (hinfc, I fancy Still she put the 
hoi so thaongh some of In*, tiii'ks .ill 
Tight IhiL he setnud co bo out of 
temper md leaiotl She to 

biiihe Imn Innou^ly with Uei whip, 
and i|iitu loht hoi soli ountiol Tii. 
grew I nolo sa\ago and il.ishcd lici 
igaiQ^-t tho jicflo ill t1 (■ tent TTow 
It; hap|)o>cd f laiit si^ hut i a 
munuiit lip was olt md on the gmnnd, 
,wUh tlio hoisc MVaging liti Db, Lhi 
^•cit luib, bald Koi uo liiiuig 111 ? lips, 
“ paoi wom.i'i' 1 hiid in^ Ddiinizri 

in iTi\ pookit and .iliuost witiioiii 
thinking I leaped into tho iing and 
lan up to put ii cuiijilo of bulb t? 
through tho biutos hc.id Whito 

Itobin is dead, .ind yoot Miss Lnirv 
soon Will be,’ and he iiipid his lau 
ibgaui 

Alien and lij\a hosrd this Kcitil 
lioriOT-sti uck, and then i inodic* il man 
pushed past thoin lli w is Idllmvi d 
by n hand*-i>iiiu Iki\ in i lod iii-i'y 
" Cam-Cam,' oilod Isti, but no 
merely tuint'd tor x tt'iinietiL uid lihun 
dibapjwarod mto tin v.in Mmii 

came out almost iniiiiLduitoly, still in 
his itsf^dic^Hrkiid lookini'.isl]> wbitr 
“ She’s dune fui, ho wliispin d to 
, Alien, “ she (aii't U\o aiioihii houi, 
uie doctor Sisys I llchingc, uiidcuum 
book Mhs hiva,' ho adde^, Im mi g 
to the lionot'StLiick giil, “v'ju want 
to know wlio LifOghoil m the %au ’ It 
was Miss lioiiy ’ 

•* Youl wife *” said iSsa, ssilh palo 
bps, “ Uien she— - ” 

‘*lf you behuso m that dream of 
you) B, she did,’ saitd 3dei is,and mos ed 
•nfay *bcfoie Allcu could stop him 
Gain appeared at tbu top of tno ton 

"Miss Eva? ' bt said, "sho savg 
yea, and she wavits you ’’ 


" Ko, no t ’ said Allen, holding tbu 
girl back 

I must,’’ said Eva, Idoakmg away, 

** you come too. Allen [ must leain 
tho tintli If Miss Ijoiry laiighod"- 
- abe pansed and looked round, “ ob, 
a;!Y, diefun—mry dieam * ' she tiaid, 
aidw ran up the stops 

Miss Lofiy waa lying on tlio ilooi, 
with her lleadbuppoibed by a'i,UBliioiJ 
ITci f.ico was pale and stio ikcd with 
blooiJ, but hei py*”' woi<‘ calm, and 
filled with lecngnUion of Eya The 
d(*cloi, Imceling beside the dying 
\Wuiii, w.w giving hop some hiiindy, 
.ind Cam, lu his ipd joisiw with a 
-Tui.il iiibk iH his hand, w utoa non 
flu dooi Vilen .^nd TLn.ue, with 
thill hatb oil, stiHid bebina him* 

‘ J 'ui gliul, -.ltd Mims Lc/i v, 
giv-ping "I wmt to speak Ihmt 
you let -Siiltdis —inaiij YOU,’ she 
bioiigbt lint tin* wuiil- with i^ieat 
toil ( iiid hei liLul fi‘ll biv Id 

" You I'lUstii t talk, s lid ibo doi'toi 
iaintly • 

" VmldMiiL' ' ’ shi asked, opuunig 
111 I splerifti 1 ry t s 

Till doetrjL Tioddik), ,init Gam I'ltrc 
loiw.iui With the ieais stiiaming 
ifoi'n liii tiui “Oh, let 'HO spi ik 
ili'.ii Miss LirtiV,' Jif slid, ‘let (no 
piay - - ” 

“ No ’ si'tl ilii* ivoman faintly " I 
I ii.ust bilk to Miss Cia Tba^* mneli 
to IV Come .iiid kneel down litsidu 
me, do i* ^ * 

, lb.k dul '■o, .iiid took Miss Liony s 
Ii.uid The dyiii^ woman ?n>iUd 
“ 1 uj glad to liAM' you by «io, when 
1 p.is«, ’ htio s.*id , "Mr llill. White 
llohin be dubi t mean to I was not 
'VI11 1 shouhl not havi Ptiuck hmi “ 

lie s dc.vl, * s ud the deep voice of 
the Vtiiciican, *' I shot biin ” 

I "bliot luin' bald Mi^b Loiiy, 
suddenly iMs’ng hotscll, " eliot who ? 

. not Blrude Lt was 1~ it ms f 
who-" • 

I " Miss In Illy--lot itie pray," oned 
^ (’am xelioniAutly, ‘‘maka yoai po<tct* 

' with OUT dear, forgiving Master ” ' 

. "You’ie a agood boy, Cam You 
< «.bou1d fiave bt>ep my Bon But 1 
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iniiNt im sum before J 'watited to bo liady Bt^ltarv. IvAulesi 

rotgivpnrs*} liu IJiU, ha^e }qja 1 Tovpd him 1 alm>a JovgJ lum 1 
papei and a pent^ -ah, ^ve mo ^ad Biioh a cruel nm vith Giles 

* home biandy-——" • JTwob bo weary o£ nditift—i thonght I ' 

* While the <lcxitot did bO, Honioe f might die pool 1 havo saved money 

piodnced a stylographie pei^ and y —hot nut so muoh as 1 said Ltolil 
<>1ieot ofjpapei torn trSm his pookMe Baltara 1 had hVL hniiflred a yeai 
liook rCo ptisid thrse to Allen, wmo hut f luve only two haudiod pohnds 
also Lni]^i> and knelt hy Mi^ Loirir altogetlier When that w.is gone, 1 
lf(' qiuto nndet stood iKat the thought T might sUtve If ni> ofeanty 

itmeiiblo oieatiire war ahoat to wont—if 1 met with an lUcultnt—no, 
roiiifsi hci Clinic Stig appeared 1 oould not t.icu pivoity Besidos, 1 
,il the dooi, but did iioi \QntuiB lu\0(l SaltaiR, i ii ally loved him I 
lintlicr Caiii saw him jnd pushed^ iinplond \o'n fithei to liold his 
Iivn UjLk ‘ Let hei dii> in pe<KU,' hi>* tongue (hJes could sa\ nothing, as 
S'Uil, jjid took SUc awav 1 coulil stop him bv thii'alcning to 

" J )i> \pii want us to icmain ’ ” &aid piosecuto him leu* )ugan:fy Only your 
tlin ilocU)] gi‘rit1^ l.ithei knew - *■ 

' Tf's J want to till c\oiy one Again she b u 1 to ga'>p foi bicath, 
wbit I did Ml JMI, wiitc it down cind then went on tupjaLy as though ^ 
I hope til ])\c to sign il shf fi iied slit* would not Kflt till shi 

“I ,ir>i itiiify, Biid Mien pining bid told all " Yoni tdlui behaved • 
llii pipi 1, and poising the jkii i like i biiiiie 1 b'ttoil him When ho 
Mut Ij)i]> bid sotL< iiioie hiaiu[> I line that nigbi to Wisthaten, 1 

\ light { mil into lid c>es, and li>^i heaid fcom iintse^ of hia amial, and 

luue also hLr^hlne stiongd that he bad goue to the Deeps 

“ Hold iny hand ' she s.tid to Eva flow Butsty Tinew, I can't say Ibit 

“ II \on keep brliling it, f IL know I wa*- not ciii in Llie bills till veiy late 

Miu Joigivp nv' I -1 shot >our it the \eiv md id the prugiamme 

L it hi 1 ” I had •!> good, uuiuk horse, lud 

"You but why'’ askud Eta, sai Idled it myself--! took a pistol—i 
i"bci'>t ent( Tided slioot >oiii lathei, and 

' Dor t tuko aw'aj 30111 hand-- close his mouth foi otei It was his 

limit j<'or< i\e mi I was 111 id I own fiult- how could 1 lose Baltats, 

i.new >err I illu t miin} ysis iign •ind lace potiity ,in<l ^disgiitce? " 

Tie was^cinel to me Gilys would Tlu'ie was .inothfi pause wlulo 

have Iicen a lioLtd husband but tea Mien's pen set down what she sauJ, 

SOUL fiitliei Wh(Mi Buodc f enn and turn with ati (Uuit hhfl con* 

f ill him Stiode, cant L * when be lilined '-I went to the lied Deops 
Ciiini liaok fioij] South ^Vbten, he ami w'ailid behind some tieus It^ 
ca'iu- to tho ciicus, when wc wtie wni close on nine I Sii,w jour tathci 

iieai Jjondon lie found out ui\ waiimg by the spimg Jt W. 1 .S a kind 

addle 89 fioni Giles, with whom he nl tailight,and,hidden bj the bubhna, 
liad much In do, and not always I was re.iUy quite neai to him He 
doing the best ibinge either Rtro^ was tvaiimg tor eonie one At fust i 
said he wanted to mairy \on to thought J would spoik to him a^ain, 
Fkiltnis, and he heaid that Saltais and implore hia pity, but I he 
wanted to mnny mo Re told mo would do nothing -1 knew also he 
ibit ho would Btop the Ajimogo, by was going to 'Wotgiuve, and would 
loiediiig that I was Gx.cbs wife— toll Mis Aferntbat 1 was taci'hifk- 

ab I-" , band's wife I wa»k*d my ohanee to 

Another sup of hrundy gave her hie I had tethered the horse some 
btrc>ngth to go on, and Mien sot down distance away. As I lookod there 
all sha Mia ' I was fufious f came a shot which evideiilly hit 
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Stindp'oti the Arm, foi he wt bis I tbiin dxew her bitok '» 4akoiii IjokI 

JtM<l Tip wheoled mund J never J and Mae^r to ferglve >ou i ’ > j wd 

to think th,*d some one m piercing tones* ‘*Oh, pray, Misa , 
trying to kill him Jso, oi T bhould 1 Lony— piny for forgiveness I' 
have let the woik lie dono by that | “J have been too great a smner' 
peiftot ” V “ Tlu^ greafeit Sinner ina> lotmn. 

"JJid you know who the person otlv abk Ifiin to forgive >' 
wan V ’’ Bva conld liear the sight no longe , 

‘‘No, I (lid not Boc,'* fuud MibS she -walU&d qniokly cut of the tent 
laiiitly “1 h‘i(l no oyes save*^ in'l filxiiust faintrd in Allens arms 

lot Strcjde Oh, how 1 bated him'" as she cjiik down the '•leps ^ud 

a rtloam of aog<>r pass(>(l ovei het within thes hotird the dying woman 
white ITice "Wlicn ho wheeled to rdtoiingls Lr^mting the Lotds piayei 
faro tlib nlhtii per'aoii who shot, 1 saw as Cain hpoko it 
thtt*lii‘- hrrist was turned laiilv "‘Foi{;iif us oni ttes-pabh(>s as 
tow mis tne J shot 1 irn Ihioin' the we foi'^iie tliosi who — ’ 
he,lit [ was a gooil shot," ,'ikd Tlieii the wealter voice diod iwa*, 

Miss fjdiry pioiidly, " toi I raiued mil only tli, ulisu tuties ol 1br; hul 
my Jivm,; in tbi Liicas at one turn: (.oitld be lieard liiushmg the snbhuit 
I by shooting a" the It male oow1ki\ j^Htition 

Ltip iiioongimli of the phiase did not , 

hcCiii to stiike hei is giob uquo “ I 
bead Koino nue niniiini' awMV, but 1 
did uot muul T sjuaug out of the 
bush and boaiihid his porkets f 
thought be might have act duv.ii 

BOiuctlnnK about mymonago in bio ClIkPTJ^Tl XNIV 

papcis 1 took the blm let-book j 

and then rude bad q,iKihI< 1u Wist I Tiir utMi/'O op THJ'* -FLuv 
bason, wheic I auivoil ui time foi | 

riiv turn That b all Le'jirc sign it ’ ' V \rMi afti i Ov di itb, 1 Mws lJmr^, 
Bbcdid DO p,uu(all^,auif tlion Allen*1 two Udies sat m Mis I'llTiKi’sibaw- 
and Hoi,u e appoiidid tlnni n,UTi(.s as j mg looiii One Wiislho w’ldrjw In iselj, 
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Tlir WfMI/'f* op THJ’ 


witneuqes 

“How caij>o the pock ot book into I 
kTurty’s pooeCaaion It was Allen 
who ofikc'd, and kliss fiorit leplied 
diowsily 

“Hutaoy fltoktbepoiket bSok tioni 
my loonii) Ho saw the notes wbteb 
1 left in it lUid when 1 was out he 
found wheie T krpt il I believe Met ty 
took It Izoci him, and then—oh, how i 

weary I ant'-*’ 

The doctoi mado a sign, and Alien, 
putting the ooiife«s\on into his pocket, 
nipved away with Hoiaoo Ev i bent 
down and kissed^ the dying woman 
'* { foigtvf you,” llm said, “ iiideed t 
forpvc you. Yon acted under a 

sudden impulse and-' 

“Thank (<oil you fuigJve me,” sxud 
Mfas tiorry * 

wrfold ^hfavo flpokeu but that 


looking ■I'l pifity and us (onviion as 
t'li, .iltbon‘ih hbe now lUisst'il in 
iiuiir buhdutsl tints, thanks; tu hei 
oonipamoii's licqnent admonitions 
Eva was iitai bci, witii a blight and 
i kficctant look oil hei face, |V) rhoag}! 
she iirtioipaU'd the aiiival of sumo 
one It was manv months siuco 
Allen had gone out to ilolivia, and 
lliif, day he Wiis iipected book with 
Ml Iloiacc I’aikins IteCme ho de- 
purtml again for Bouth America, a 
oeromony wooUl take plooelo convert 
Eva Stiode into kTrs Hill 
"rui smy X don't know what I 
shall do without you, Evw dear,” said 
the widow lor the tenth tmio that day 
“Ob, you'tl have Mr Patkiiis to 
(lOusole you, Constance” 

“Ml ^(akins, indued t‘* said Mm 
Fialuiei toBiMng 1 nr bead* f^bo and 
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Bva \intu both m ovening-dioas, and 
vireiG'|^<u6'Ag for ^4 guoati All^ 
• was uomisg, also hid’ mother ax)id Mr 
al'dikms “1 don’t know why you 
tJiuiild nay Lhat» deu ’’ 

Rva laughed ** I*have so<»n 
itutulw*! of Ictteis vnUi tho Bolivian 
si rmp on thorn, Ounstonce -^—" 

" Aild!^srd to > on £ should think 
so But souiolhing hf^ttei than It ttcrs 
H coming this evening, Eva” 

*' Don t ti y to aet out ol the ]x>bi 
tion," said Miss Stiode, slipping her 
IIin round the' vraist of tho widow, 
“-^oii uiudted It >onrsclf Besulcfl, 
Mien tolil jiK* in hi-, lottei that Mi 
PaiKins Balked of no one and nothing 
but j wu And think, dear, you won't 
liai'c kO iltei yoU) initials Conslanee 
Vhikitm suumU ]ust is well as 
Coimlaiiei i’dnin ' 

llettri, J rbiTik I don’t deny 
that i like Ml i’aikins ’ 

“ Cull liiiii lloiace-" 

' Hi Hhii't given m tho light 
Vuii luiget 1 saw liiiii onl^ iui a 
month Ol when he wnuhome last" 
ITtiii sa'<v hiru lorii; enough to fall 
lu In.u witli hmi ” 

‘ 1 dun'G deny that -to jrou, hut if 
lie ilsifi- ^ci ask mo to bo bis wifu, I'll 
tell him uhal’ I think 

Qmte bO, *ai)<l then w'e can Ixi 
01.111 led Jn tho saQnod*i\ J to 4 tli>n, 
iiid yitit *8 TIuiace Pai kins bomt m- 
bci lfor.wft IS T icU now —the hiino has 
tinned out splendidl) ” 

'‘I'm iioli enough without that,' 
haul Mis Fidniei with a hue uuloui, 
"if r Di u tv It Will lie to ploa<fe myself 
f have hod quite enough of miirrving 
foi money, and ruueb good it’s done 
me ” 

“ \ ou have dono every ono good,” 
sold lilva, kissing her, “think how 
kind >on wera tome, tbioughout that 
temblo time when-..— ” 

“ TJaik I ” said Ahs J^alttur, zaisiog 
a jewidiedfinger, “ at Ui» i " 

I Shot tly the doot o^ned and Mrs 
: "Irontaed, followed by Allen and 
‘ e and b\ Mr Xf ' v*j had 
-.eon »I 

I ‘ hijr 


hut hoUi ladies were aatomsbed when 
y Saw the lawyer. “ Well, this 
a BuipASe^” said the widow, giving her 
hand 

" I fought £ would oomo, as^s is 
Allen's wolootne home,” saidf Mr 
Mask, “you don’t miodV” 

“ J am delighted ” 

“ And you, Miss Strode 7 " 

^ f “ 1 diu pleased too £ look su you 
1 , ks one of my best friends,” said ^\a, 
who did not foiget that she ovayl Mia 
Psilmurs yioteoUon to the lawyer's 
kindnesa “ Mts llill, howaie yo'i * ” 
“I th'iik you oan oaU me niolhot 
now,” sdjd tho old lady she giuetod 
liet son's pioinised wife with r kibs 
“ Oh * ” batd AUen, who looked 
hi unzid .vnd very hi," I think, mother, 
you oie usutiung my ptivilegc " 

‘ Why should it be a privilege^ * 
s.ud Hot ace, casting looks at tlio 
widow. * why imi make it aunimngal 
eustom'i* ’ 

“Jn iilmtcihii r (,hou1d-” beg.vn 

I Mjlb Palinci 

“ No, you shouldn't,” said Hoiaoc, 
“ the wot Id wouldn t let you ’ 

" Lot jjio wh<Lt ^ You don't know 
what I WHS jhoat to <-ay ” 

. JJoi.ice would have lespouded, 
but the gong thiiudeied 

" uu weru about to Say that yon 
hoped we weio hongzy," said Mask 
slyly, « tliat is what a Imetess usually 
says ” 

“Tbat,” aaui Mis Piilmu in her 
tuin, " IS a hmt Mr Ifill, will you 

take in Eva 7- -Mr Mask-” 

“1 olfei my aim to Mrs Hill,”said 
the old lawyet 

"Jn that caiio,” said tile widow, 
smiling, and with a look at tho lug 
Amciican, “I must oontent myself 
with you ” 

Hoiaou said sometlung which modt 
her smile and blush, end then \hey* 
all went in to a dauity meaL which 
every' one enjoyed. After the tcmble* 
i^puneneos of a year ago, eaeh person 
seemed bent upon enjoyment, and th« 
mepl was a Very bri^t one. When 
it was aBded, tw gentleraou did not 
sit QVe^ thruT wme, bat«*j^ned the 



ntt' HANn 

. - “ “ r -- t - 

Telit'Salmiist; iinuitidiat&ly M»s Pt. - i tor « liappj timuj, <i,ml S{^,nhoii 
iMi*i iiud Mib IliH wf*rp ii> foiiRd your fath<*i tijs liLMy to 

di iviinq-iLfOi)] tilkiJiK in lov' i.ouus,l roh hei of an rntpeetod bfa\fn, aha* 
?jut Uta «'■> ni)%licio to bo bcen 1 shot him ' 

Allf^ loukcd iiound, anilMis Paluioi tljp truth had not b«im 

.It llu si^lii of lii«- anMou9 HNfrde public, tliou;^h,” naici hh .i 
t,uf* ' ^ ou 111'liJ hu III thoKardon," . My dear, it \\as ucccsbiii v. ‘’O an 
'.lie-ciirl, ‘ It'-./jnitnapiTfccI nit'bt ol J lu loniyve all bl<uiio fiou>«.uiy uiid 
tfii Tiidihii biaiiijicj, tbcicfuic may bate be<ri stispattHi Pooi' 

MleTl did not vtait fui furthlk> St ig, hotvotei, ticu. not .iblo to j;j%o 
itdutiinlion 11( dipaitwl at onci^ Mi‘s Lonv tlio splendid tuneial he 

.ud \n rhe <]uuki->t duectly ttisbed logiTB, out ol iLspeut A. sou 

'■li'uin'h the bnijch iMndon, sshirh ^ 1 ”os.' ‘Jic ssib buiud i> f^uictlv 
liuiif|:'i lied lo lie oiifti \ fen shpi Chilv [luiiiu' .md T n'>d Paltais Lil 

aUiiic 'he tf'U lie uiiihl t lull nOuti, lovtcd hii to I 11 pi ive 

slio'M d hitfilh m di inp rn the la^n “Dclnthti Inishand ’ ’ ^ 

\1 iiLiA Ilf spic'iig diwa tin deps '* (jili-. ‘ ISri ju ucmii mu 

''] Inn r'Siilk (111 till ijiiii'-^, sou l(xili'-1i h.u J , <\i.n t(i .ei lin ihi i h^ uiui 
f luhl,'liesud, tjkint, hii iWiii, ‘ >OU 11 | iv.is ,» hiuk .iln.ivs Ifi \m iil u'l in 
«^il soiii fi*' * iUin]i ’ VJijf.i, I liohesi., mUi thi iiiiu'i . Iio 

*" li loo ihlii to IS ,i n gilt foi th.it, lioDont d ttiat s i jxjliu s\.ii ot jint- 
•. u I IjVri lifting lie 1 losf Iv fai o to iIjl ting it fioin old I .nl. Ipsiii I 

-ihri Mi'ioii, “ led ni i.iii sit in I be suppose M<s Mini * t i.lin 

I'hoiii ’’ sbo hcaid lie w is tvii ul llu 

“ Don’t sou thinkX'jijkill-.nill \s«inl louritij *' • 

th it ^ iJf s Ikjuiui lo l Hill uni nit li Jilv.i jioildi'd “A'jd .it J llniil ti 


iSlis I’.ihill i, and tlu ii ' 

' Doe*- hnu ill\ nil in to jjiopi)-.o ’ 

' III's hi I ii t liking of nothing Osi 
for tin la.l fi n ii.omIIis, and liabconu 
lioii'i loi iK t p'njsi* pi)>ju>-L Bin 
im end, 1 *> ^01 hilii\i^ )fniuiuedsvith 
M.bik at llu imne Pool Mark hiis 
all the -noik, and ..i )i ise .ill ttiu fuii 
liul I ssiis d. LeuniiiL.I lo loiiio to >011 
and mail suit chat sou b idn tinaariLil 
1 ^,lit sis llttLl Ji ' 

“ Pmi y lU w ^ ' ml JQta.^buitbni,'. 
“lit did tO’i-i and a-Jt me, but his 
heart s\ is my 11 the piopmil That 
tciiihle t'.ipmliiiuiliik ol miiif uigid 
him to the hicath lie setmed quite 
glad kffhen 1 decUn 1 . 1 l " 

“What hail h+-.ic, Mid Allen 
hiugl ing^ 

. “J think bn iinliy loved th.il pool 
worn in Tvho ilntl ssid •'Iva in low 
^temefc, “ .«id sift leilainly loved him, 
whVn she coiumith'd ui lUiiiig h 
cinoc foi hw sokt ’ 

'* Ft uiigiit have iieen ambitiondiv 
well oa lose. Five, and n (o^^iinls ^s 
a feat of itanation ui lie, ylil age 

MtKS liotif wonted jr *■ herseP 


ho bill lonio lurk, -ilu s.uu'vi • \> 
Ifiieri him Kvri iiu slu I ■ 1 hi 
\vi->nolhLt liu h.uid, sh> i( Hill 11 n 
lose bet h ,11 ot hiiii Shi -itill ill 
hiibcli jVTth ^tfiis till Ci"n 3 .> 1.1 

No one knous ihi tkuth, ^.i.i v,})i 
and 1 ,iiid Ifcjd^ Ipsin ^ 

“ Will its best to let iliijps uinam 
(a tluy^ai* I tiubl Miijj Mhii i 
tuoie clu'oilnl ' 

“Oh ses the f.ut is, (\mi. Ii.> 


Louseitidhei ^ 

“ Oil, iias Cam lalo n up • is u' 1 
dcnce in Mjh ly Caslli ^ 

P.sa laugbod ' Jt ii I ilhrt thi' 
Hoase Bt aulliul now,' she said 
“ Coin got tho name out of tlu J'li- 
iftn/i'i riui/iis<‘, aud he lisis tlu it 
with Ins iiiuihi.L and bia ss''k'’ ^ 


* "What, did ho uiorti T.me yfaspi 

dft( I -* ’ I 

“ifo did, soii'*o mouths aftei joul 

again si| 


“ifo did, soii'*o mouths aftei joul 
left Wasp was very much agamsif 
the mateh, as he called Caul a yag* ) 
l»ud ” V 

‘ iDnced"! hnos. " J 

aei tossing li^r hfodl^ki Ijtl 1 








